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Why Are The Seven Seals Important To Message
Believers?

Messages believers are nearly unified in their belief that William
Branham’s sermons on the seven seals are the most important
messages of his entire ministry. He and his followers believe the
revelation and true understanding of the seals were hidden from the
church prior to his ministry, and that the true understanding of the
seals only be revealed through his ministry as God’s special endtime
prophet.

William Branham and his followers say that he brought a brand new,
unique, and never before revealed understanding of the seals.
Branham explained this in his introductory sermon on the seven
seals.

And now we’re going to see what the Book says about how It
become open. And is not made known until the Lamb takes the
Book, and breaks the Seals, and opens the Book. See? The
Lamb has got to take the Book. It’s hid. Now remember, “No
man in Heaven, no man in earth,” pope, bishop, cardinal, state
presbyter, or whoever he is, “can break them Seals, or reveal
the Book, but the Lamb.” And we have probed, and presumed,
and stumbled, and wondered, and—and that’s the reason we’re
all in such a confusion. But with the Divine promise that this
Book of Redemption will be perfectly opened by the Lamb, and
the Seals thereof will be loosed by the Lamb, in the last days in
which we’re living now. And is not made known until the
Lamb takes the Book and breaks the Seals. Because,
remember, the Book was being holded in the hands of Him that
sat upon the Throne. “And the Lamb comes to Him that sits
upon the Throne, and takes the Book out of His right hand.”
Takes the Book! Oh, that’s deep. We’ll try to solve it out if we
can, by the help of the Holy Spirit. Now we’re depending on
Him. And we will see, later, it is at the end time, “When time
has run out.” No denominations has a right for interpretation
of the Book. No man has a right to interpret It. It is the Lamb
Who interprets It. And the Lamb is the One Who speaks It, and
the Lamb makes the Word to be known, by vindicating and
bringing the Word to Life. See? Exactly! Notice. And is not
revealed until... This Book is not revealed until the church ages
and denominational ages has run out, “and there is time no



more.” See it? It’s only revealed after church ages and
denominational ages has run out.

63-0317E - The Breach Between The Seven Church Ages And
The Seven Seals

Rev. William Marrion Branham

Not just while preaching the seals, but many other times William
Branham stated that the revelation and understanding relating to
the seals on the book of redemption could only be opened and
understood at the end of time, and not within any denominational
system.

He spoke to me, and said, “The Seven Seals will be opened. The
seven mysteries, sevenfold mystery of the Bible, that’s been
closed up since the foundation of the world, will be revealed.”
And we, yet a humble little group, compared with all the world,
we’ve enjoyed these blessings, a hearing those mysteries.

65-0418M - It Is The Rising Of The Sun
Rev. William Marrion Branham

Followers of William Branham believe the revelation of the seals was
never made known in any other age, and that William Branham’s
ability to convey the true understanding of the seals are a key part
of his role as an end time prophet and Laodicean Church Age
messenger.

How Did William Branham Say He Learned
the Revelation of the Seals?

As William Branham preached his sermons on the seals he
repeatedly explained that he received the revelation of the seals
through visions or angelic visitations that occurred each day before
he preached the seals while he studied and prayed in his room.

If I could just stand here at the platform and reveal It to you,
the way It’s revealed to me in the room, my, it would be
marvelous.

63-0318 - The First Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham



And now, tonight, we are studying this Second Seal. And
for the first four Seals there is four horse riders. And | tell
you, today something happened again. And, I—I,
something that I...I go and get the old script that | had,
that | talked on, long ago, and just set down there. And |
thought, “Well, I—I did the very best | could.” And many
writers and things, and | thought, “Well, I'll read a little
while, and look over and see this and that.” And the first
thing you know, something just happens, and it’s
altogether different. It just comes in different. Then | grab
me a pencil right quick, and start writing down just as
fast as | can, while He’s there.

63-0319 - The Second Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

And | want to say this. That, each time, even till this
morning, about...Oh, | get up real, real early and go to
prayer before things stir, and just keep on praying through
the day. But this morning, early, the Holy Spirit came to
where | was. And just as plain as anything, I—I seen this
other Seal open up now, just exactly. Now—now—now,
He hears me, | know. And I’m very grateful.

63-0320 - The Third Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

Ever since last Sunday, I just sit right in a room, just praying,
that’s all, and under the anointing. And | know This is right.
If you believe God, | know you do, you just watch at the end
of the week. Uh-huh. See? See? All right. See?

63-0321 - The Fourth Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

We have...I have always thought that these souls under the
altar were the—the—the martyrs of the early Church. And
I’m sure that, well, Dr. Uriah Smith, and every one of them,
says it is. See? But, | thought so, myself. But when the Holy
Spirit showed the vision to it, it wasn’t;

63-0322 - The Fifth Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

Something happened today, and | seen something come up.
I—I just...I couldn’t get my breath anymore, see. There He was,
standing there, that little Light standing right there. And here
It was. | know it’s the Truth. | thought, “O God, | couldn’t say



that. I—I can’t say that. | can’t.” | just walked out of the room,
went out, walked up-and-down. Brother, | thought, “My! What
can | do? Oh!”

63-0323 - The Sixth Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

That much, we have an understanding of It, today, because the
rest of It is all unfolded, but this is not unfolded. But sitting in my
room, and | heard this...or, not heard it, rather, but seen It
unfold to this Seven Thunders.

63-0324E - The Seventh Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

William Branham repeatedly explained that the seals were revealed
to him through supernatural experiences.

The Facts

William Branham claimed the revelation of the seals had never been
known before he preached them and that he received the revelation
supernaturally during March 1963.

Now | want to make this real clear. Every time, every time that
these Seals has come to the place; everything that | ever believed
on Them, and has read of other people, has been contrary to what
come to me in the room.

63-0324E - The Seventh Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham Essential
Noun
Repeatedly and explicitly, William The fundamental elements
Branham claimed every aspect of or characteristics of
the seals was given to him something

supernaturally and was contrary to
everything that he had ever heard
or read before. He claimed that his 1963 revelation of the seals was
essentially different from anything that had came before. It logically
follows that, if that is true, we should not be able to find anyone
who had the same essential interpretation of the seals as William

Branham before 1963. If someone else had any correct
understanding of even one of the seals before 1963, then William
Branham’s claim is false.

The truth is that William Branham borrowed most of the
interpretation of the seals from the teachings of other ministers, and
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no key element of his teachings on the
seals was new or unique. William
Branham owned copies of the books
and teachings which he based his
sermons on, and even during his
sermons on the seals he explained that
he had been studying their books. In
truth, there is very little that is new or
unique about William Branham'’s
revelation of the seven seals.

Brian Smalls authored a book entitled
Investigating William Branham in
which he showed where men before
William Branham had already
preached the revelation of the seals in
a manner that was essentially the
same as William Branham. In this

Rev. Clarence Larkin
Born 1850

Died 1924

Baptist minister

tract, we will show you how the essentials elements of William
Branham’s sermons on the seals have been copied from The Book of
Revelation by Clarence Larkin and The Finished Mystery by Charles

Taze Russel.

Upon close examination you will find William Branham’s
interpretation of the seals was not new or unique. His “Revelation of
the Seven Seals” was entirely an adaptation of the teachings of
earlier preachers, and he purposefully misled his audiences to think

he was preaching something new.



Examination of the Fifth Seal

William Branham'’s essential interpretation of the fifth seal is that
the souls under the altar represented past Jewish martyers and their
fellow servants and brethren were Jewish martyers who would die
during the tribulation. He basis for saying they were Jewish martyers
was the fact that the fifth seal was in the sixth chapter of revelation,
but the rapture of the church had happened in the fourth chapter.

William Branham explained as follows:

Now, for they, at this time, if you notice, this Fifth Seal being
opened, see, the Church is gone. It just can’t be, the souls
under the—the early Church. Now, now, please, if you ever did
give this attention now, ‘cause this is a great controver-
...controversy, so | want you to listen real close now. And you
got your papers, and things to write with. Now, | want you to
notice. Now, these cannot be them souls. Because, the—the
souls of the—of the righteous, martyred, and the righteous
people, the Church, the Bride, has done been took up, so they
wouldn’t be under the altar. They would be in Glory, with the
Bride. Now watch. For, they are gone in the Rapture, in the 4th
chapter of Revelation. They was taken up. Now, who are these
souls, then? That’s the next thing. Who are they, then, if they’re
not the early Church? This is Israel that’s to be saved as a
nation, all them that are predestinated. That’s Israel. That’s
Israel, itself.

63-0322 - The Fifth Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

On the following pages you will find the fifth seal as seen in The
Book of Revelation, published in 1919 by Clareance Larkin. You will
find they give the exact same essential interpretation of the seal.

Larkin taught the rapture occurred in the fourth chapter of
Revelation as you will see on the next page.



III. The Things Which Shall Be Hereafter

We have now come to the Third Division of the Book. The
Three Divisions of the Book do not overlap nor are they concurrent.
The word translated “hereafter,” would be better translated “after
these things.” The word “hereafter” permits a “time space,” while
the words “after these things” refer to the things that shall imme-
diately follow the completion of the “Church Age,” as prefigured in
the Messages to the Seven Churches. The Church disappears from
view with the close of the third chapter and is not heard of again
il SR .—-hnl—n—mr where her marriaee to the Lamb is
announced. Rev. 19:7-9. The removal of the Church at the end |
of the third chapter opens the way for God to renew His dealings
with Israel, and take up the broken thread of Jewish History. That
the portion of the Book from chapter three to the end of chapter nine-
teen is largely made up of symbols taken from the Old Testament, as
the Tabernacle, Ark of the Covenant, Altar, Censer, Elders, Cheru-
bim, Seals, Trumpets, Plagues, etc., is conclusive evidence that we
are here back on Jewish ground, and that the Parenthetical Dispensa-
tion of the Church is complete, and that the last or “Seventieth
Week” of Daniel’s “Seventy Weeks” is in course of fulfilment. It is
clear therefore that we must look for the explanation of thege sym-
hols to the Old Testament

Chapters four and five are introductory and preparalory tom e
“Prophetic Action” of the “Seals” “Trumpets” and “Vials,” and
must be considered first.

{. THE HEAVENLY DOOR.
Rev. 4: 1.

“AFTER THIS I looked, and, behold, a DOOR WAS
OPENED IN HEAVEN: and the first voice which I heard was
as it were a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither,
and I) will shew thee things which must be hereafter’” (after
these).

The scene now changes from earth (Patmos) to Heaven. John
tells us that After This, after his Vision of Christ in the midst of the
«Seven Candlesticks,” and his foreview of the history of the Christian
Church, as reviewed in the Messages to the Seven Churches, which
carried him down to the end of the Church Age, he looked, and be-
hold 2 DOOR WAS OPENED IN HEAVEN, and the same voice
that spoke to him from the midst of the “Seven Golden Candlesticks,”
which was the voice of Christ (Rev. 1:10-13), said with the clearness
and sweetness of a trumpet—

“COME UP HITHER
AND I WILL SHOW THEE THINGS WHICH MUST
BE HEREAFTER.”

And John adds
“IMMEDIATELY I WAS IN THE SPIRIT:
and, behold, a Throne was set in Heaven, and ONE sat on the Throne.”



THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE HEREAFTER, 33

The experience of John was similar to that of Paul, who was
caught up into Paradise. Whether in the body or out of the body
they are uncertain, at least Paul was. 2. Cor. 12:2-4. The differ-
ence between them however was, that, while Paul heard words that
he was forbidden to speak, John was told to “WRITE IN A BOOK”
the things he saw and heard, and send them to the Seven Churches
s R sl

In this “Rapture” of John we have a type of the

RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH,
and it is at this place in the Book that the “RAPTURE” of the
Church takes place,

the Christ, the Son of the living God (Matt. 16:13-28), and Jesus had
said that upon the rock of that confession e would build His Church,
He said to His Disciples—"Verily I say unto you, there be some
standing here which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of
Man COMING IN HIS KINGDOM.” And then we read in the
next chapter (and there should be no chapter division), “And after
six days Jesus taketh Peter, James and John his brother, and bring-
etn them up into an high mountain apart, and was TRANSFIG-
LRRD BEFORE THEM.,” Matt. 17:1-9. Now this “Transfigura-
t'on Scene” is a type of the Second Coming of Christ, Moses being
;\?ype of the “Resurrected Saints,” and Elijah of the “Translated
aints.”

As the promise of Christ to His Disciples that some of them
should not “taste of death” until they saw in vision a rehearsal of the
manner of His Second Coming, was fulfilled in the “Transfiguration
Scene,” so the statement made to Peter as to John, “If T will that he
TARRY TILL I COME"” (John 21:20-23), finds its fulfilment in
John’s being caught up in vision and beholding before his death,
what he would have witnessed and experienced if his life had been
prolonged until Jesus came back. Thus John was permitted to live,
until. in vision, he saw the Return of the Lord.

The !Eapture” of the Church 1s described 1n 1. Thess. 4: 16-1/.

“For the Lord HIMSELF shall descend from Heaven with a
SHOUT, with the VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL, and with the
TRUMP OF GOD; and the DEAD IN CHRIST shall rise first:
then we WHICH ARE ALIVE and REMAIN shall be CAUGHT
UP TOGETHER WITH THEM in the clouds, to meet the Lord IN
THE AIR: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” Note how John’s
taking up corresponds with this. He was summoned by the “VOICE
OF CHRIST,” and it will be the “SHOUT of Christ” that shall sum-
mon the saints at the Rapture. It was with a “LOUD VOICE” that
Jesus called Lazarus from the tomb. John 11:43. And as it was a
Trumpet Like Voice that summoned John, so it will be a TRUMPET
CALL that will summon the Saints at the Rapture.

735 CONNTIATOTY DIoOI Ihat e Churen 15 caugnt our  at his
time and place, we have in the description of the Throne, the state-
ment that the Holy Spirit in the Seven-fold plentitude of His power,
is BACK IN HEAVEN. In none of the Epistles is the Holy Spirit
invoked along with the Father and the Son, except in 2. Cor. 13: 14,

1V




Larkin also taught that souls under the altar were the souls of Jewish
Martyrs.

FIFTH SEAL.
(The Souls of Martyrs.)
Rev, 6:9-11,

tSouls Under the Altar.)

“And when He had opened the ‘FIFTH SEAL, I saw under
the ‘Altar’ the SOULS of them that were slain for the Word of
God, and for the testimony which they held: and they cried with
a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, Holy and True, dost
Thou not judge and avenge our BLOOD on them that dwell on
the carth? And white robes were given unto every one of them:
and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a 4ittle
season,’ until their iellow servants also and their brethren, that
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.”

When the Lamb had opened the “FIFTH SEAL,” John saw
under the “Sacrificial Altar,” corresponding to the “Burnt Offering
Altar,” the “BOULS” of them that were slain for the “Word of God”
and for the “testimony they held.” The fact that their “SQULS"

e sndee g O c D il A ekt ol O Waca et

as a “Bacrifice,” that is that they were MARTYRS. But they were
not the Martyrs of the Christian Church, for they had been resur-
rected and taken up with the Church. These Martyre are those wha
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THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE HEREAFTER. 59

will be killed for the “Word of God” and their “testimony” after the
Clinrch is caught out.

According to Christ (Matt. 24:9-14), a persecution will be
lwought about by the preaching of the “GOSPEL OF THE KING-
DOM.” When the Church is caught out the preaching of the “GOS-
I'iil. OF THE GRACE OF GOD” (Acts 20:24), which is being
preached now, will cease, and the preaching of the “GOSFEL OF
I'IE KINGDOM” will be revived. It is the Gospel that John the
laptist preached, “Repent ye: for the Kingdom of Heaven is at
liand " aatt. 3:1-2, and that Elijah the Prophet when he returns will
preach.  Malachi 4:5-6. It is to be preached in all the world for a
witness; and then shall the “End,” the End of this Dispensation,
come, It will be preached by the Jews, and wiil be the announcement
(hat Christ is coming back to set up His Farthly Kingdom, and rule
aver the affairs of men. This will be exceedingly distasteful to the
ILings of the Earth, particularly to Antichrist and the Kings of the
len Federated Kingdoms, and the outcome will be a “Great Perse-
cution” of those who preach and accept such a Gospel, and the
‘BOULS” that John saw under the “Sacrificial Altar,” are the souls
ol those who shall perish during that time of persecution. That
thiere is no such thing as “Soul Sleep,” and that disembodied SOULS
uie conscious and can speak and cry, is clear from what John saw
und heard, for these “SOULS” cried with a loud voice—“How long,
() Lord, Holy and True, dost Thou not judge and avenge our BLOOD
un them that dwell on the earth? The character of their cry is fur-
(her proof that they are not the Martyrs of the Christian Church,
!ul they would not cry to be avenged, but like Stephen would say—

“l.ord, lay not this sin to their charge.” Acts 7:60. Their cry is
that of thewlmprecatary Psalms (Psa 35 53 19 94 (t(‘b and i

I'liis is still more likely when we consider that the ospel ot the
I ingdom” is to be preached to the NATIONS, and Israel has never
lieen numbered among the Nations. Num. 23:9.

10 these martyred “SOULS"” white robes were given. This does
not mean that they were resurrected, that is, given glorified BODIES,
and then robed, but that they in their “Soulish” or “PSYCHICAL”
liodies were given white robes, for while the “Epirit” of man loses its
carthly, or FLESHY body, at death, it still has a body, its SOUL-
1511 Inniy, that can see, hear, speak, etc., for how could a SOUL “cry”
il 1t did not have a form and physical senses. For a full exposition
ol this see the Author’s Boolk on “Dispensational Truth,” the Chapter
on the “Spirit World.”

These mart)red SOULS were comforted, and told that they

chonld rest for a_“l eason.’ dbou* 314 years, until their fellow

servants also, an hat should be killed, as they
were, should be tu 3 h1s pmr‘me is fulfilled in Rev. 20:4-6.
[l are the Saints of the Most High that Daniel foresaw would
feecive the Kingdom. Dan. 7:27.
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William Branham and Clarence Larkin have the same essential
interpretation of who the souls under the altar are and who their
fellow servants and brethren are. William Branham and Larkin both
use the exact same reasoning to explain how they know they are
Jewish martyrs and not Christian martyrs. They both explain the
rapture has already happened before the fifth seal, in the fourth
chapter, so these souls could not be Christians who were part of the
rapture. It is identical.

How did Clarence Larkin get the same essential revelation of the
fifth seal in 1919 when it was hidden until 1963?

William Branham stated repeatedly that he spent significant time
study Larkin’s books. Here is an example of William Branham
explaining the amount of time he spent studying these books when
he preached the 70 Weeks of Daniel.

This has been a week of tremendous study. Yesterday, all day, |
hardly moved from the room, trying to study. And it’s
something in the last time, a many of the old-timers here, that
| taught, | just said, “In here belongs the seventy weeks of
Daniel,” but | did not try to attack it, to explain it. But this
time, by the grace of God, | have taken upon myself to try to
ask grace before God, that | might bring it to the people. And
in here I’'m finding things that | do not know one thing about.
And, then, I—I’ve been reading Dr. Larkin’s book, Dr. Smith’s
book, Dr. Scofield’s notes, different commentaries from men
everywhere...

A picture of William Branham’s personal library is on the next page
which includes a clear picture of Larkin’s books: The Book of
Revelation and Dispensational Truth. This photo is from Only Believe
magazine published by Rebecca Branham Smith when the library
was being turned into a memorial after William Branham’s death.
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Artist Jerry Doell's finely executed work in oil, depict-
Ing the cabin in which Brother Branham was born, is the
focus of attention at the west end of the fibrary. He is
permitiing us to offer limitad edition lithographs of the
painting, to benefit the fres-distribution program of Only
Believe magazine. Details are on page 15.

Aiso piclured above is one of the library’s custom-de-
signed benches that can be easily moved to different
parts of the room to accommodate the seating needs.

‘Memarial, continued...

On the outside of the house we hung an awting
1o protect the front door, which was designed by
Brother Branham and carved in Mexico. The low
wall that borders the driveway was extended 10 en-
close the front patio, and a ramp was added for
casy access. As we neared the end of the year, we
were finally ready to place a welcome mat at the
front door and mail out invitations to our family
and friends around the world for the dedication and
open house celebrations we had planned

On December 18, 1992, a small group gathered
to dedicate the newly-expanded premises. We as-
sembled first in the den, which is the cornerstone
of the William Branham Memorial, and we related
10 our guests the history of the room and the cher-
ished collection it houses. Although it has been
necessary, after years of wear and tear, 1o repla
items such as the draperies and the sofa, the B
and hunting trophies remain exactly as Brot
Branham placed them. This is not because we
lieve they are objects to be venerated; nor do
maintain the den and its contents as a shri
But, they are reminders of milestones and a
complishments in the life of a great man of Gq
whom we respect and love. And there in his da
we invited Brother Joseph Coleman, of New Yol
City, to ask for the Lord’s blessing, as we dedicat
anew all that had been placed in our charge to
honor and glory.

As our guests entered the new library for 1
first time, many wept openly as they viewed the
alization of a vision we had shared and worked
wards for many months. We stood together
Brother Floyd Patterson of Flagstaff, Arizona, |
the dedication prayer, asking the Lord to set apd
this library for the edification of His childrd
around the world. Afterwards, in oneness ofspi

We have overwhelming evidence that William Branham read and
studied the books of Larkin and other men from whom he copied his
sermons on the seals. Yet, William Branham goes on to make
statements like the following when he preached the seals:

14



Now notice, now, in the 9th verse, “Souls under the altar.” Now,
here is where I’'m going to get some real disagreeings. But you
just watch just a minute. And just...See? | thought that, too, but
it didn’t come that way. We have...I have always thought that
these souls under the altar were the—the—the martyrs of the
early Church. And I’'m sure that, well, Dr. Uriah Smith, and
every one of them, says it is. See? But, | thought so, myself. But
when the Holy Spirit showed the vision to it, it wasn’t.

63-0322 - The Fifth Seal, Rev. William Marrion Branham

Conclusion on the Fifth Seal

William Branham misled his audience. Did “every one of them” say
the souls under the altar were martyrs of the Christian church? No,
and he knew they did not all say that. William Branham was
dishonest during the sermon on the fifth seal. He knew that men
were previously teaching the souls under the altar were Jewish
martyrs. Why was he pretending he was teaching the people
something never known before? Why was he pretending that he
received this knowledge from Holy Spirit when he was clearly
repeating what he read in one of his library books.
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Examination of the Four Horse Riders

William Branham'’s essential explanation of the first four seals are
that the four horse riders represented four different stages of the
spirit of Antichrist throughout church history and continuing until
the tribulation. It is true that most teachers of bible prophecy
believe the four horse riders represent events that will occur in the
future. However, the early Jehovah’s Witnesses who followed the
teachings of Charles Taze Russel taught essentially the same thing.
William Branham’s next-door neighbor, Banks Woods and his wife,
were former Jehovah’s Witnesses. They shared many Jehovah's
Witness ideas and material with William Branham. William Branham
is recorded on tape explaining that he had read the books of Charles
Taze Russell. He even compared his sermons on the seals to Russel’s
teachings on the same subject.

Now, | have many fine Jehovah Witness friends sitting here,
that’s all...or have been. Maybe some of them is still Jehovah
Witness. But they’ve always applied, Mr. Russell did, this
hundred and forty-four thousand, to being the supernatural
Bride of Christ. See? They...It’s not. It has nothing to do in the
church age, at all. They’re absolutely Israel

63-0324E - The Seventh Seal
Rev. William Marrion Branham

William Branham used Clarence Larkin’s
interpretation of the fifth and sixth seals.
But he primarily used Charles Taze
Russell’s interpretation for the other five
seals. While William Branham gladly
pointed out that he disagreed with
Russel’s interpretation of the 144,000, he
failed to explain to his listeners that he
was heavily relying on Russell’s teachings
for the seals. Why did he omit that fact?
Russel’s teachings on the 144,000 are in Pastor Charles Taze Russell
the same chapter as his teachings on the Born 1852
seals. Surely he read the entire chapter. bied 1916 )

Jehovah’s Witnesses Founder
When you compare Branham’s sermons
to Russel’s teachings you discover
William Branham is using the same
essential interpretation of the horse riders as Russel.
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“A white-horse rider went out.” See? Who is he? He is mighty
in his conquering power. He is a great fellow in his conquering
power. You want me to tell you who he is? He is the antichrist.
Exactly what he is. Now, because, you see, if an antichrist;
Jesus said, that, “The two would be so close together until it
would deceive the very Elected (the Bride) if it was possible.”
Antichrist, it’s the antichrist spirit. Remember, in the church
ages, when we opened the first church age back there, we
found out that the Holy Spirit was against a certain thing they
got started in that church age, and that was called “the deeds
of the Nicolaitanes.” You remember it? Nikao means “to
conquer.” Laity means “the church,” the laity. Nico-laitane, “to
conquer the laity.” “Take the Holy Spirit out of the church and
give It all to one holy man. Let him be the boss of all of it.”
You’ve went through it, see, Nicolaitane. Notice, Nicolaitane
was “a—a saying,” in one church. It become “a doctrine,” in
the next church age. And in the third church age, it was “a
forcement,” and they had the Nicaea Council. And it was then
made a—a doctrine in a church. And what was the first thing
happened? An organization from it! Now, is that right?

63-0318 - The First Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

Compare this to what Charles Taze Russel said in the 1918 book The
Finished Mystery:

17

106 . The Finished Mystery REV. 6

And behold a white horse.—The doctrines, teachings of
tbe Lord and the Apostlea recog‘nized as t.ha one and only

a y e eir
for l!aa- but !.hey are uot valiant for the truth upon the
earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know
uot Me. salth the Lord.”—Jer, 9:3.

And a crown—Great honor and authority in the Church.
Was given unto hlm.—"Under the reign of Constantine

(who murderad_his ox be same year in which
he convened|t the opposition of the
empire to ChITSUIAD g b 1avor, and the Imperial
Pontifex Maximus becarne lhe patron of the professed
but really apostate Church of Christ; and, taking her by
the hand, he assisted her to a place of popularity and
eplendor from which she was able afterward, as the im-
perial power grew weak, to put her own representatives
upon the religious throne of the world as Chief Religious
Ruler—Pontifex Maximus,”"—B290,



William Branham followed Russell’s pattern with the other horse
riders. He described each horse rider as spirit of antichrist,
personified in the papacy, changing its characteristics over time. For
the second horse rider, the red horse, William Branham said the
following.

The council was held, and they elected a head bishop. And then,
by doing this, they united church and state together. Then, he
dropped his bow. He got off his white horse. He got on his red
horse, for he can kill anybody that don’t agree with him. There
is your Seal. Same fellow! Watch him ride on into Eternity
yonder, with it, see, unites both his powers together.

63-0319 - The Second Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

Compare this again to what Charles Taze Russel taught concerning
the second horse rider.

6:3. And when He had opened the second seal.—Reveal-
ing the second period of the history of the Antichrist.

Say, Come and see.—~Come and see Infinite Power con-
senting to a thing apparently in victorious opposition to it

6:4. And | beheld and lo there went out another horse.—
A creed-horse, quite different from the Scriptures which
it misrepresented,

That was red—The c?lm; of sin:imperrectlnn.. “Though
L, I IS |

And power was given to him that sat thereon.—The same
rider the Antich

o take peace from the earth.—To embroll in contro-
versy those who were under religious restraint—in other
words, the entire professed church of God.

And that they should kill one another.~Depose and
destroy one another as teachers, by inveighing the Roman
power against all offenders.

And there was given unto him a great sword.—As the
Lord has a great and powerful sword, the Sword of the
Spirit, which is the Word of God (Eph. 6:17), and as it
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William Branham continued his pattern with the third horse rider,
explaining that it was the evolving characteristics of the antichrist
during the dark ages.

Same rider, now. This first stage, he was innocent. And second,
now, if you went a little bit higher, a little more than that; the
second stage, the Bible said he’d be “given a crown.” And they
crowned a man, a superman. See, crowned him! And, then, the
Bible didn’t call him a pope. The Bible called him a “false
prophet.” Why? Yeah. Of course, he must be a false prophet, by
his antichrist spirit, that taught antichrist against the original
Word. Cause, if he taught against the original Word, it was
antichrist. It was. And the Word is God, see, Christ. All right.
Now, after that, we find him then crowned. And when he got
crowned, now, he’s very innocent and helpless. He’s just a little
fellow. But then in the Nicaea Council, he was made it, and
Constantine give him all the property. And then what did he do?
Then he, see, Satan, give him his throne and authority. The Bible
said so, as we’ve went through it. Now, the next thing we find
out, that the devil controls all politics that ever has been or ever
will be. We find that in Matthew 4:11. And now we find out,
then, that Satan already had politics.

63-0320 - The Third Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

Compare again to Charles Taze Russel’s explanation of the third
horse rider, and we see William Branham is again copying Russel.

Say, Come and see.—~Come and see the apparently com-
plete triumph of the powers of darkness and the apparent
inaction of Infinite Love in permitting it.

And | beheld, and lo, a black horse.—Complete disregard
of the Scriptures by clergy and people alike, and in their

And he that sat on him.~The same rider, the Antichrist,

Siz Seals and the Papacy 113

During this period the common people could have in thelr
own tongue only a few words or verses of the Seriptures;
and for these they were obliged to pay large sums to the
clergy, who alone had the ability to translate from the
dead languages, or even to read at all. As the services
were in Latin the people were starved spiritually.
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William Branham continued his explanation with the fourth horse
rider, again explaining it is the spirit of Antichrist working through
the Roman Catholic Church and personified by the pope.

Now, this fellow, we find out that he is riding on a pale horse.
Pale! Oh, my! After, notice after... “Sixty-eight million
Protestants,” as we took from—from Schmucker’s Glorious
Reform, of the—of the martyrology of Rome, last night. We find
that, up to the 1500 mark, | believe it was, or eighteen-...I don’t
remember exactly now. But it was sixty-eight million put to
death, to protest the first Roman church, Rome. No wonder,
he could impersonate himself in the personified name of...and
called Death. He sure was. Now, God only knows how many he
caused to spiritually die, by his anti-Bible, -Word teaching! This
is the one he put sixty-eight million to the sword, and killed
them. And probably, literally, billions died spiritually, on his
false teaching. No wonder he could take the name of Death!

63-0321 - The Fourth Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

Compare again this final fourth seal to the writing of Charles Taze
Russel.

6:8. And | looked, and behold a pale horss~The
ghastly and horrible teachings that God’s true people must
be “exterminated.” “The ghastly green of terror and of
death. The word is used of grass in Rev, 8:7; 9:4; Mark
£i-39 "—Coglk

And his name that sat on him was Death.—Still the same
rider, the Papacy; and an apt description of its chief

dawm = s www . . a B wa

Conclusion on the Four Horse Riders

Clearly, we can see that William Branham copied Russel’s essential
interpretation for explaining the four horse riders: it is the spirit of
antichrist slowing changing through the ages. What William
Branham preached on the horse riders was not new but was
something that followed the pattern of men who came before him,
and was primarily an adaptation of the teachings of Charles Taze
Russel.
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William Branham liked to mix and match his ideas from multiple
sources though. He incorporated Clarence Larkin’s and Uriah Smith’s
explanations of symbolism when describing the attributes of the
horse riders, and he repeated a longstanding and often used
explanation of the four beasts that was first recorded by Irenaeus.
While this is a brief examination of the seals in this tract, we can
assure you that every essential aspect of William’s Branham’s
sermons on the first four seals can be found within the books in his
library. For a detailed line by line analyses of his sermons on the
seals you can access the book Investigating William Branham by
Bryan Smalls.
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Examination of the Sixth Seal

In his sermons on the seven seals, William Branham made multiple
connections between the seals and the discourse of Jesus in
Matthew 24. During his sermon on the sixth seal he made his most
detailed comparison of Revelation 6 to Matthew 24. Here are the
highlights of his comparisons. As you read his statements, compare
what he is saying to excepts from The Book of Revelation by
Clarence Larkin.

Now, now let’s look at the 24th chapter of Saint Matthew, and
Revelation 6, and compare the 24th chapter of Matthew. We
all know that that was the chapter that every scholar, every
person goes to, to—to talk about the Tribulation period. It
comes out of the 24th chapter of Matthew. And now let’s...If
that is so, now we...For, we know that this Sixth Seal is the
judgment Seal. It’s the judgment Seal, exactly what It is.

63-0323 - The Sixth Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

Now watch. The First Seal is Revelation 6:1 and 2. Now we
read 6:1 and 2. And—and | saw...the Lamb when he had
opened one of the seals, and | heard, as it was the noise of a
thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. And |
saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a
bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth
conquering, and to conquer. Who did we find this fellow was?
[Congregation says, “Antichrist.”—Ed.] Antichrist. Matthew
24, now, 4 and 5. And Jesus answered and said unto them—
unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall
come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many.
See it? Antichrist. There is your Seal. See? See? He spoke it
here; and here they open a Seal, and here he was, just perfect.
Now the Second Seal, Matthew 24:6, Revelation 6:3 and 4.
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THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE HEREAFTER,

CoMPARISON OF
CHRIST's “OLIVET DISCOURSE”

Ixi!

AFTERNOON
APRIL 4: A.D.30

TUESDAY
EVENING

AND"REVELATION
MATT.24:1-3
TUESOAY Al ton o et

and his disciples came to him for
to shew him the buildings of the
temple.

2 And Jesns gaid unto them,
See ye not all these things? ver-
ily IIW unto you, There shall
not be left here one stone npon
another, that shall not be thrown
down,

3 9 And as he sat upon the
mount of Olives, the disciples
came unto him privately, saying,
Tell us, when shall these thin

bed and what s
of thy co

THE THREE-FOLD QUESTION

the =

ang and of the el of

and of the gnd of

I-WHEN SHALL THESE THINGS BE?
2-WHAT SHALL BE THE SIGN OF THY COMING ?
3-AND OF THE END OF THE WORLD(AGE) ?

ANSWER To FIRST QUESTION

MATT. 24:4-5

4 And Jesus answered and gald
unto them, Take heed that no
man deceive you.

6 For many shall come in my
name, saying, I am Christ; and
ghall deccive many.

MATT 24:6-7

6 And ye shall hear of wars and
Tamours of wars: see that ye be
not froubled: for all these things
must eome to pass, bot the end
is mot yet,

7 For nation shall rise against
nation, and kingdom against
kangdom:

REV. 6:1-2
ND I vh b
I-S EAL opems.‘:n;‘;f?imt:;l:“:nud

F’g‘ LSE GHH!ST‘S tihhlim‘d. aa it were the noise of

o 200

Eop
-

2-SEAL
WARS

under, one of the fonr beasts
saying, Come and see.

2 And I saw, and hehold a
white horse: and he that sat on
him had a bow ; anda crosn was
given unto him: and he went
forth eonquering, and to com-
guer.

REv. 6:3-4

3 And when he had opened the
second seal, I heard the second
benst say, Come and see.

4 And there went out another
horse that was red: and power
was given to him that sat thereon
to peace from the earth, and
that they should kill one another:
and there was given unto him a
great gword,

The Book of Revelation by Clarence Larkin
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Now watch, Matthew 24:6. Now let me see what it says. And
ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that you be not
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is
not yet. All right, let’s take the Second Seal, Revelation 6:3
and... Two. Watch what He says now. And when he had
opened the second seal, and | heard the second beast say,
Come...see. And there went forth another horse that was red:
and power was given unto him that sat thereon to take peace
from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and
there was given to him a great sword. Perfectly, just exactly!
Oh, | like to make the Scripture answer Itself. Don’t you?
[Congregation says, “Amen.”—Ed.] The Holy Spirit wrote It all,
but He is able to reveal It.

Now let’s notice the Third Seal. Now, this is famine. Now,
Matthew 24:7 and 8. Let’s get 7 and 8, in Matthew. And
nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom: and there shall be famines,... pestilences, ...
earthquakes, in divers places. All these things are the
beginning of sorrow. See, you’re coming right on up now. Now,
Revelation, in the 6th, now we’re going to open the Third Seal.
It’s found in Revelation 6:5 and 6. And when he had opened
the third seal, I—I beheld the third beast say, Come and see.
And | beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had
a pair of balances in his hand. And | heard a voice in the midst
of the four beasts saying, A measure...a penny...A measure of
wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny;
and see thou hurt not the oil and...wine. Famine! See, exactly
the same Seal, same thing Jesus said. All right. Fourth Seal,
“pestilences” and “death.” Notice, Matthew 24.

We’ll read the—the 8th verse, 7th and 8th, | believe it is, on
this Fourth Seal, | got here. All right.
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THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE HEREAFTER. 63

[ MaTT 247

and there shall be fany ings,

MATT.24:7-8

and pestilences, and earth-
quakes, in divers places.
8 All these are the beginning of
AOFTOWS.

MATT. 24:9-13

% Then shall they deliver you
up to be afflicted, and shall kill
you: and ye shall bo lated of
ull nations for wmy name's sake.

10 And then shall many be of-
fended, and shall botray one an-
other, and shall hate one another.

11 And many false prophets
ghinll rise, and shall deceive many.

12 And because iniquity shall
nhound, the love of many shall
wax cold.

13 But he that ghiall endore nnto
the end, the same shall be saved.

MATT.24:14

14 And this gospel of the king-
dom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness nnto all na-

3-SEAL
FAMINES

4-SEAL
PESTILENCE |
AND
OEATH

5-SEAL
MARTYROOMS

THE GOosSPEL Now BEING PREACH

Rev.6:5-6

6 And when he bad opened the
third seal, I heard the third beast
say, Come and sco. And I be-
ligld, and lo & black horse; and
he that sat on him had a pair of
balances in his hand.

6 Apd I heard a volce in the
midst of the four beasts eay, A
measure of wheat for & penny,
and three measures of barley for
4 ponny; and see thou hurt not
the oil and the wine.

REV.6:7:8

7 And when he had opened the
fourth seal, T hoard the voice of
the fourth beast say, Come and

34111!1 I looked, and belold a
pale horso: and his name that sat
on him was Death, and Hell fol-
lowed with him. And power
was given unto them over the
fourth part of the earth, to kill
with sword, and with bunger,
and with death, and with the
beasts of the earth.

REV.-6:9-11

9 And when he had epened the
fifth seal, T saw under the altar
the sounls of them that were slain
for the word of God, and for the
testimony which they held ;

10 Aund they cricd with a loud
voice, saying, How long, O Lord,
holy . and troe, dest thou not
Jjudge and avenge our blood on
them that dwell on the carth 3

11 And white robes were given
unte every one of them; and it
was said unto them, that they
should rest yot for » little season,
until. their fellow servants alse
and their brethren, that should
be killed as they were, should be
fuifilled.-

E0,!s THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE

tions, and thenshallthe endcome. OF G oD" ACTS 20:24.

ANSWER To SECOND QUESTION

MATT.24:15
I6 When ye therefore shall see
the abomination of desolation,
spoken of hy Daniel the prophet,
wlamd in the holy place, (whoso
readeth, let him understand,)

THE Sign”

OF THE DESOLATOR

D

AN. 9:27
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Matthew 24:7 and 8. I’'m sorry. Now, that opens up the rain,
or, the famine, opens up the famine. All right. Now, the
“pestilences” and “death.” Yes, sir. Now we’re going to it, 7
and 8. Now, that would be the Fourth Seal. Let’s see where we
get the Fourth Seal. “And when he had opened the Fourth—
Fourth Seal...” Yeah, it’s the pale-horse rider, “Death,” see.
And—and | looked, and behold a pale horse: and he... pale
horse: and his name that sat on him was called Death, and Hell
followed...him. And power was given unto him over the four-
...parts of the earth, to kill with the sword, and with hunger,
and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. Now, see,
that was “Death.”

Now, the Fifth Seal, Matthew 24:9-13. Let’s see if | got this
right, now, again. See? And then shall they deliver you up to be
afflicted, and shall kill you (there you are): and ye shall be
hated of all nations for my name’s sake. And when... And then
many shall betray...many shall be offended, and shall betray
one another, and shall hate one another. And many false
prophets shall rise, and...deceive many. And because iniquity
shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he
that...endure to the end, the same shall be saved. Now, we’re
on the Fifth Seal now. And that was last night, see. “They will
deliver you up, betray one another,” and so forth. Now watch
here on the 6th, Seal, 6:9 to 11. Now let’s get that one,
Revelation 6:9 to 11. And when he had opened the fifth seal, |
saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the
word of God, and for the testimony which they held: And they
cried with a loud voice, saying, How long,... Lord, holy...true,
dost thou...judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on
the earth? Now, and white robes were given to every one of
them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for
a little season, until their fellowservants also and their
brethren,...should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.
Now, you see, under the Fifth Seal, we find—we find here
martyrdom. And under the 24:9 over here, we...to 13, we find
also that it was martyr. “They shall deliver you up, and kill
you,” and so forth. See, the same Seal being opened.

Now, in the Sixth Seal, is the one we’re coming to now,
Matthew 24:29 and 30. 24, and let’s get 29 and—and 30. Here
we are. Now, now we’re going to get, also, Revelation 6:12 to
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17. That's exactly what we just read. Now listen at this, now,
what Jesus said in Matthew...:29, 24:29 and 30. Immediately
after the tribulation of those days... What? When the...this
tribulation, this amateur tribulation they’ve went through
here, see. ...the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the
powers of...heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the
sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall be all the
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

Now, read over here in Revelation now, the—the Sixth Seal,
the one we’re on right now. And...behold when he had opened
the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the
sun became black as sackcloth (see?) of hair, and the moon
became as blood; And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth,
even as a fig tree casts her untimely figs, when she...shaken of
a mighty wind. And the heavens departed as a scroll as it is
rolled together; and every mountain and every island...moved
out of their place. And the kings of the earth, and the great
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty
men, and every bondsman,...every free man, hid themselves in
the dens...in the rocks of the mountain; And said unto the
mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of
him that sits upon the throne, and from the wrath—wrath of
the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come;...who shall
be able to stand?

Just perfectly, turn right back over, see what Jesus said here
now in Matthew 24:29. Listen. “After,” this Eichmann case,
and so forth. Immediately after the tribulation of those days
shall the sun be darkened,...the moon shall not—shall not give
her light,...stars shall fall from heaven,...the powers of...heaven
shall be shaken: Now watch. And then shall appear the sign of
the Son of man in heaven: and they shall see, and they...and
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with great
power and glory. And...send forth his angels, and so forth, and
with a...sound of a trumpet, and...shall gather them
together...the four winds,...strove together.
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64 THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE HEREAFTER.

MATT 24:16-22

16 Then let them which be in
Judea flee into fhe mountaina:

17 Let kim whick is on the
hounsetop not come down to take
ang thing out of his house :

18 Nedher let him which is in
the field return back to take his
clothes,

106 And woe unte them that are
with child, and to them that give
suck in those days!

20 But pray ye that your flight
be not in the winter, neither on
the sabbath day :

21 For then shall be great trib-

ulation, sueh as was not sinee the " ]
beginming of the werld to th:in) THE GR EAT TRIBULATION
time, no, nor ever shall be.

22 And except those days should
be shortened, there should mno

flesh be eaved : bt for the elect's
sake those days shall be shortened.

ANSWER To THIRD QUESTION
MATT.24:29-30 REV.&:12+17

20 9 Immediately after the trib- 12 And T beheld when he bad
ulation of those ‘dxye whall the ©= GSEAL opened the sixth seal, and, lo,
sun be darkened, and the moon there was a great carfhquake;
shall not give her light, and the PHYSICAL &nd the sun became Dblack as
etars ghall fall from Leaven, and CHANGES sackeloth of hair, and the moon
the poswers of the heavens sball L ALnLb b R R bepamae a3 blood ;

be shaken : And the stars of heaven
30 And then shall appear the fell unto the earth, even as a fig
sign.of the Son of man In heav- teee casteth her untimely figs,
1 en: and then shall all the tribes when ghe is shaken of a mighty
of the earth mourn, and they wind.
shall gee the Bon of man coming 14 And the heaven departed aa
in the clouds of heaven with pow- a seroll when it is rolled together;
er and great glory. and every mountain and istend

were moved out of their placea,
15 And the kings of the earth,

i THE. and the great mee, and the rich |
v men, and the chief captaing, and
FI G*TR EE S | Q_l‘i the mighdty' men, Bndagver}' bond
can_ man, and every free maw, hid
M?—ss themselves in the dens nn'd in s
32 Now learn a parablo of the the rocks of the monntains ;
fig tree; When his branch is yet 16 And eaid to tho wountains
tender, and putteth forth leaves, and rocks, Fall on us, and hide
¥e know that summer s nigh: us from the face of hia that sit-
33 8o likewise ye, when ye teth on the throne, and from the
shall see all these things, kmow wrath of the Lamb:

that it is near, even at the doors. 17 For the great day of his
34 Verily I say unte you, This J EWISH wrath is some; and who shall be*
f:nemﬁon ghail not pass, till all R sble to stand 9
eso things be falfilled. ACE
35 Heaven and earth shil pass
away, but my words shall mot
pass away,
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See, just exactly, comparing what Jesus said in Matthew 24,
and what the revelator here opened up in the Sixth Seal, is just
exactly.

63-0323 - The Sixth Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

Conclusion of the Sixth Seal

William Branham gave the same essentials interpretation of the
sixth seal as Clarence Larkin. They both explained it to be the
judgement of God carried out at the end of the world immediately
preceding the return of Christ. Why did William Branham claim that
this revelation was given to him through a supernatural experience?
Is it just a coincidence that what God supernaturally revealed to him
identically matches a book in his library that he made regular
references to in other sermons?
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Examination of the Seventh Seal

There is debate by followers of William Branham on whether he
actually had the revelation of the seventh seal. He did preach a
sermon on the subject, but at the time he claimed the interpretation
of the seal was not divinely revealed to him. Interestingly, what he
did say on the seventh seal was also copied from the writing of
Charles Taze Russel.

Branham’s essential interpretation of the seventh seal was that its
mystery was contained in the seven thunders and that it would be
revealed through the angel is Revelation 10:7.

I’m only telling you what | seen and what has been told to me.
And now you—you do whatever you want to. | don’t know who
is going to...what’s going to take place. | do not know. I just
know that those Seven Thunders holds that mystery. The
Heavens was quiet. Everybody understand?

63-0324E - The Seventh Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

But we are promised, in the last day, that to return to the
Church again, for the benefit of straightening up all that has
been misled, missed, undone, left undone. For, it’s predicted
here that the seventh angel’s Message would finish the
mysteries of God.

63-0324E - The Seventh Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

It appears that William Branham was setting up the future revelation
of the seventh seal and the seven thunders following the exact same
pattern used by Charles Taze Russel.

Compare William Branham’s statements to Charles Taze Russel to
see for yourself.
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REVELATION 8 _
FOUR PRELIMINARY REFORMATIONS

8:1. And when He.—The Lord Jesus, whose privilege it

Had opened the seventh seal.—"The seal of the living
God.” (Rev. 7:2.) The opening of the seventh geal is
progressive. The opening and unfolding of the Truth goes
on as the saints are sealed. By the time the saints are all
sealed in their hearts and minds with the Present Truth,
the deepest features of the Truth itself will have been dis-
elosed. “The time will undoubtedly come in the near
future when the number of the Elect will be complete.
Then only such vacancies as might still occur by some
falling out would remain.” (Z.'14-68.) “God’s people down
through this Gospel age have been privileged (o know
something of the ‘Secret of the Lord'—the Divine Plan.
But not until the last seal is broken, does the scroll fly
wide open, permitting the ‘Mystery of God’ to be fully dis-
closed; as it is written: ‘In the days of the voice of the
seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the Mystery
of God should be finished, as He hath declared to His
servants the Prophets.” (Rev. 5:1; 10:7.)"—Z."97-257.

168 The Finished Mystery REV, 16

10:4. And [when] WHATSOEVER the seven thunders
had uttered [their voices], |.—Pastor Russell as a represen-
tative of the John class,

" That l'h'oro"[th'oulg be] IS time no longer.—"There shall

10:7. But In the days of the voice of the seventh
angel—Pastor Russell was the seventh angel.—Rev. 3:14.

Charles Taze Russel went on to explain that a series of seven
subjects he published between 1880 and 1910 were the seven
thunders that fully revealed the mystery of God, which completed
the unrolling of the seventh seal.
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Conclusion of the Seventh Seal

It seems that William Branham was attempting to follow Russell’s
pattern with some of the messages he was preaching in the last two
years of his life, pointing to them as fulfillment of the mysteries.

| believe, that the full revelation through the age of Luther,
Wesley, and John Smith, Alexander Campbell, and different
ones that’s preached on the Bible, and then we got over in
the Bible and showed that there would be a—a seventh
angel’s Message. And at the sounding of the seventh
angel’s Message, all the mysteries of God would be made
known. Then come seven mysterious thunders.

63-0623M - Standing In The Gap

Rev. William Marrion Branham

Question: Have the Seven Thunders which equals seven
mysteries already been revealed? Were they revealed in the
Seven Seals, but are yet not known to us as the Thunders
yet?

Answer: No, they were revealed in the Seven Seals; that’s
what the Thunders was about. They was to reveal...The
Seven Thunders that had uttered their voices and no one
could make out what it was...John knew what it was, but he
was forbidden to write it. He said, “But the seventh angel,
in the days of his sounding, the seven mysteries of the
Seven Thunders would be revealed.” And the seventh
angel is a messenger of the Seventh Church Age. See?

64-0830E - Questions And Answers #4

Rev. William Marrion Branham

The seven mysteries, sevenfold mystery of the Bible,
that’s been closed up since the foundation of the world,
will be revealed. And we, yet a humble little group,
compared with all the world, we’ve enjoyed these
blessings, a hearing those mysteries. Marriage,
divorce, serpent’s seed, all these different questions,
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has been completely revealed to us, not by man, but by
God, Himself, that’s opened those seven mysteries.

65-0418M - It Is The Rising Of The Sun
Rev. William Marrion Branham

Final Conclusion

Now | want to make this real clear. Every time, every time that
these Seals has come to the place; everything that | ever
believed on Them, and has read of other people, has been
contrary to what come to me in the room.

63-0324E - The Seventh Seal

Rev. William Marrion Branham

The preceding statement is a major lie that has deceived millions.
William Branham preached the same essential revelation of the
seals as men who preceded him. And he knew it. Did the Holy Spirit
cause William Branham to mislead his audience? If he would mislead
his audience concerning the most important sermons of his ministry,
how can we trust he was not misleading his audiences in other
sermons?

If other ministers had an essentially correct interpretation of the
seals before William Branham was even born, how can we say the
seals were opened through his ministry?

33



	Why Are The Seven Seals Important To Message Believers?
	How Did William Branham Say He Learned the Revelation of the Seals?
	The Facts
	Examination of the Fifth Seal
	Examination of the Four Horse Riders
	Conclusion on the Four Horse Riders
	Examination of the Sixth Seal
	Conclusion of the Sixth Seal
	Examination of the Seventh Seal
	Conclusion of the Seventh Seal
	Final Conclusion

