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Preface

Someone may ask why this book wa s written and
entitled “Investigating Willia m Branham?” To understand
this title, we should remember the scriptures caution
believers to prove all things (1 Thess. 5:21). Why? Because
Jesus forewarned us that many people will be deceived by
false Christs and false prophets during the last days (Matt.
24:5,11,24). Therefore, 1 John 4:1 and 6 says to test the
spirits by the teachings of the  apostles because there are
many false prophets in the world (Deut. 13:1-5; 18:20-22).

Again, in Revelation 2:2, Christ commended the
church for testing and disproving some men who claimed
to be apostles. Neither Christ nor Paul were above scrutiny
as they had to provide scriptural and infallible proofs of
their claims (John 5:39; Acts 1:3; 17:11; 2 Cor. 13:3).
Likewise, Minister Branham must be independently and
objectively researched to see if his claims are true.

So then, we should now ask: “Who was William
Branham (1909-1965) and what were his claims ?” He was
a pastor and gifted evangelist from Jeffersonville, Indiana
who was credited for spearheading the post World War 11
healing revivals of the 1940s and 50s.

But, in the 1960s, Branham began to view himself as
Elijah the prophet of Malachi 4:5 -6, who restores the elect
to the word of God as the forerunner of Jesus’ return; the
seventh angel messenger of Revelation 3:14 and 1 0:7, who
reveals every mystery of the Bible in the end time; and the
fulfillment of the Son of man of Luke 1  7:30, who reveals
Christ to the last generation as a prophet in human flesh.
Weeks before death, Branham proclaimed his mess age as
the shout of Christ’s return in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 that
gathers followers for rapture to heaven.

Currently, an estimated two (2) million people in
various countries believe Branham’s claims, even though
more than 54 years have transpired since his death, which
should disqualify him as a forerunner of Christ’s second
coming. Branham’s followers call themselves “Message
Believers.” T heir goal is to tell the world that God sent a
vindicated prophet to this generation. R ather than telling
people that God sent his Son Jesus Christ to be the Savior
of mankind according to the g reat commission in Matthew
28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16, and Luke 24:46-47.

Why do Message Believers consider it necessary to
proclaim William Branham and proselyte their families,
friends, co-workers, churches, and the entire world? We I,
many among them believe there is absolutely no salvation
outside of his message. Others believe some sincere, clean
living Christians who never heard his message can be
saved as foolish virgins, but cannot be raptured to heaven
as Christ’s Bride. They believe Branham’s message is the
over 1200 audio recorded sermons —often transcribed into
books. They view his sermons as authoritative, while some
believe these are equal or surpass the Bible.

Vii

So then, why investigate William Branham?  The
reason being, Branham’s followers think they personally
know everything about him because they trustingly believe
what he says in his recorded sermons and books. They
unquestionably accept his messages as truth and facts
without having ever conducted a personal and critical
independent research. As a result, these people are mostly
clueless, misinformed, willingly ignorant, or  chose to
overlook the serious errors and discrepancies that surround
this man upon whom they have entrusted the eternal
destiny of their souls—including their families’.

Moreover, the subtitle is thus named “The Unfolding
Story" because modern technology allows Branham’s
recorded sermons to be searched by means of computer
software and the internet. Also, the accessibility of official
documents, archived newspaper articles, and historical
facts through the internet has proven his major claims,
prophecies, and vindications as untrue.

For example, archived records have proven that 16
men never fell from a bridge near Jeffersonville during its
1920’s construction as Branham’s earlier vision foretold.
Neither was their found any newspaper that headlined the
appearing of a light and voice  from heaven on the Ohio
River in June, 1933 commissioning him as the  forerunner
of Christ’s return, as he often told audiences. Rather, a
Jeffersonville’s newspaper only wrote tha t 14 people were
converted during that time. Also, facts prove  he was not
present when an unusual cloud featured in Life Magazine
appeared in Arizona on February 28, 1963 —alleged to be
seven angels commissioning him to open the seven sealed
mysteries of the Bible, as often stated in his sermons.

These obvious discrepancies are only few among a
vast increasing list of severe issues involving repeated
plagiarisms, disproved supernatural vindications, failed
visions, failed prophecies, failed “Thus saith the Lord,”
failed predictions, and unscriptural doctrinal errors.

For these reasons, many followers from various
countries, who spent decades believing Branham’s errors,
are now leaving his alleged message of the hour . This list
includes longtime pastors. The current exodus mostly
began in 2012 when several former followers , who were
once ardent believers of his message, posted documented
facts on their websites after researching the above
discrepancies. Although my research is based on many
credible resources, these websites will also be referenced.

However, the initial focus of this investigative study
presents detailed information that examines several past,
well-known literatures that uncover the depths of William
Branham’s plagiarisms. Although | was aware of his
plagiarism in the 1990s and began gathering facts in 2010,
this extensive research actually began in August 2015.

So, why should plagiarism be the initial focus of this



investigation? Well, Branham ’s claims as the prophet and
last messenger of Ma lachi 4:5 -6 and Revelation 10:7 are
based on the assumption that he “alone” came to reveal all
the mysteries of the Bible in the last days. Among these
most celebrated claims, the revealing of the seven seals in
the book of Revelation are considered to be the pinnacle of
his teachings that sets him apart from every past, present,
and future ministries. He supposedly did what the Old
Testament prophets, New Testament apostles, church
reformers, or any other clergy throughout history had never
achieved. He ““exclusively”” opened the book in God’s right
hand (Rev. 5:1) and revealed the seven seals . He claimed
that seven angels from God (cloud in Life Magazine)
supernaturally revealed these hidden mysteries.

Nonetheless, Branham’s plagiarized teachings of the
seven seals and other lessons become apparent when
examined and diligently compared with commentaries and
books of several well-known biblical writers of the past.

These writers are: Clarence Larkin (1850-1924), a very
distinguished and knowledgeable Bible teacher; Uriah
Smith (1832-1903), an educator and theologian of the
Seventh Day Adventist; Charles Taze Russell (1852 -1916),
a restorationist and founder of a movement that later
became the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization; John Gill
(1697-1771), a noted biblical scholar and theologian; and
Albert Barnes (1798 -1870), a noted theologian. We shall
also consider a few other noted biblical scholars of the
same eras, such as Cyrus Scofield and Henry Halley.

Nearly 100 pages of e vidences shows that Branham
either extensively used information from these author’s
books—sometimes verbatim—without citing them as his
source, or shows him not being the first to reveal these
alleged hidden mysteries as he led followers to believe.

The subjects that will be investigated for plagiarism s
are: (1) The seven seals, (2) T he seven church ages, (3)
Seven human messengers to seven church ages, (4) T he
seventh angel of Revelation 3:14 and 10:7 reveals all the
mysteries of God, (5) Papal Rome is the beast of
Revelation 13, (6) United States is the lamb -like beast of
Revelation 13, (7) Mystery Babylon the Great is the
Roman Catholic and Protestant denominations, (8)
Romanism and Catholicism is the mark o f the beast, (9 )
Confederation of ¢ hurches is t he image of the b east, (10)
Vicarious Filli Dei is the number of the beast (666) in
Roman Numerals, (11) Satan’s trinity is the dragon, beast,
and false prophet (12) The four beasts of seven seals
represent four periods in church history, (13) Dan and
Ephraim are excluded from 144,000 Israelites, (14) The
seventy weeks of Daniel, (15) Apostle John’s Patmos
vision, (16) Israel is the fig tree, (17) The pyramid
teaching, (18) Oneness doctrine of the G odhead, (19)
Water baptism in the n ame of the Lord Jesus Christ, (20)
Two comings of Elijah, and (21) The serpent seed.

For decades Branham‘s plagiarized teachings were
generally hidden from the public because most of the
commentaries and books in question are no longer widely
circulated or still in print. However, the advent of the
internet has made this information readily available.
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Once sincere, truth-loving people among Branham’s
followers grasp the depths of his plagiarism s of the seven
seals and twenty (20) other teachings, they will then realize
there were no seven angels revealing these alleged
mysteries. They will realize he was not the seventh angel
of Revelation 10:7 who revealed all the mysteries of the
Bible in the last days (this verse is badly misinter preted as
this study shall scripturally prove beyond doubt).

So then, if this investigative study undeniably proves
the above assertions to be true , then William Branham’s
entire claims as being Elijah the prophet of Malachi 4:5-6
and the seventh angel of Revelation 10:7 are fraudulent and
detrimental to those sincerely believing his errors.

Nonetheless, Branham often made efforts to prevent
any suspicion of plagiarism and legitimized his routine of
using information obtained from books of past biblical
writers without citing them. How? He attempted to deny
their influences on his alleged revelations by accusing them
of probing at the mysteries. Or that he came to tie up all the
loose ends of their teachings about these subjects.

Actually, Branham used these excuses to utilize these
authors’ information without having to acknowledge their
contributions. But, Branham knew that he was gathering
vast knowledge and insights from their books. Now,
decades later, many are discovering these hidden facts.

Another significant focus of this research provides
several chapters of extensive scriptural  truths uncovering
vast errors in Branham’s major teachings, including a false
gospel of salvation. For example, during the latter yea  rs,
Branham regarded his message as necessary or the
evidence of salvation, redemption, sanctification, baptism
of the Holy Spirit, the new birth, and rapture to heaven;
rather than the gospel of Christ preached by the apostles.
He specifically said: “We got something different.”

Also, this book examines and proves Branham’s
alleged seven major prophetic visions from God in 1933
were not only historically inaccurate and not mentioned on
audio tapes until 1953 to 1960 (after five or six events had
occurred), but were predicted and often revised based upon
prior knowledge of developing trends and current events
between the 1920s and 1960s. In his 1965 book on the
seven church ages, the obvious errors found in earlier
sermons regarding these visions were cleverly removed.

Thus, whether Branham’s followers agree or oppose
this factual inve stigation, | hope they will search out these
controversial subjects rather than evade them for fear of
being rejected as outcasts or called blasphemers. Why? As
shown below, there’s an eternal risk if Branham is wrong.
So, itis imperative to examine the errors of his teachings
than being eternally lost for failing to validate truth. For no
one who lo ves and makes a lie shall enter heaven and the
world to come (Rev. 22:14-15).

I've got to leave here. You've got to leave here. And  if |
go as a false prophet, I'll lose my own soul and lose
yours with me. _Questions And Answers On The Holy
Ghost 12-19-59, William Marrion Branham

...All liars, shall have their part in the lake, which burns*
with fire and brimstone... the second death. Rev. 21:8



Introduction: Why Write This Book?

During a study of biblical prophecies in 1983-84, |
came across a book authored by William Branham entitled
“An Exposition of the Seven Church Ages.” Having a strict
Pentecostal background, | already knew some teachings
considered by Branham’s followers to be his exclusive
revelations. These teachings pertained to the G odhead,
water baptism, women’s attire and ministry, and shunning
what were deemed worldly entertainments (e.g., sports,
carnivals, movies, televisions, etc.)

However, after reading the seven church ages and
performing an independent research of history, | was
impressed, not knowing Minister Branham got his
information from Clarence Larkin and other biblical writers
of the past. Afterward, | began to study his book pertaining
to the seven seals and other prophecy related messages
(also copied from past biblical writers). Eventually, |
accepted his claims of Malachi 4:5-6 and Revelation 10:7,
but not Luke 17:30—which pertained to Christ.

Being a minister who believed solely in the absolute
authority of the Bible, I could only accept Branham’s
teachings based upon what | could see in the scriptures. For
that reason, | was never accepted as being in what is called
“The Message.” Nonetheless, in considering Branham’s
gifted ministry of signs and wonders, | was impressed with
his restoration message of Malachi 4:5 -6 that the end time
church would return back to  the biblical teachings of the
apostles and the power of first century Christianity . But,
what | later discovered was different from that perspective.

During several meetings in 1984, | taught the seven
church ages that led to a great revival in South Carolina .
Afterward, many ministers and members from my former
church left the organization. Their departure eventually led
to the establishment of a flourishing church i n Columbia.
This revival was also occurring in a few other cities. Some
of these ministers are now pastors in “The Message.”

After accepting Branham’s claims, | soon learned that
he had a devout international following called “Message
Believers.” They were very zealous about his recorded
audio sermons and books. Although I believed Branham
was a major prophet, | refused to be labeled a Message
Believer, choosing rather to be called a “Christian.”

After meeting some of Branham’s followers, | became
very alarmed about the ir cultic behaviors and attempted to
warn others who were part of the revival. These people
were enamored with Branham, sometimes equaling him
with Jesus Christ. They preached from his books and audio
sermons as if they were scriptures, and constantly repeated
his name during sermons, saying: “Bro. Branham said.”

However, | was neither interested in talking about or
exalting Branham. There were other ministers who later
introduced him to the people. Rather, | was interested in
teaching others how the church will be restored to the true
biblical teachings of the apostles and the dynamic spiritual
gifts of first century Christians.

Therefore, seeing that Branham appeared to be a true
prophet who had supernatural gifts, | was very interested in
listening to his sermons to see what he had to say  about
this restoration to biblical truths and spiritual gifts.

Sadly, instead of finding among Branham's followers
those who exalted Jesus Christ and restored to the words of
the Apostles, | mostly found a people exalting their prophet
and quoting authoritatively from his books as if they were
scriptures, saying: “Bro. Branham said.” | was openly
against these non-biblical sermons and became wary of
them. When teaching, | always attempted to do so from a
biblical and historical perspecti ve rather than his sermons
or books. Actually, | can only remember reading from his
book once during a sermon pertaining to the seventh seal.

During this time, the outside influence fr om well-
known ministers in “The M essage” began to pressure local
pastors and their churches to fully embrace Branham’s
ministry, books, and audio tapes.

For a season, | was able to deter these initiatives from
penetrating a few Bible oriented churches. But, after
slowly withdrawing from these churches, | could no longer
prevent the inevitable from happening.

As fellow ministers and church members succumbed to
the deep end of Branham’s ministry, they eventually were
indoctrinated as Message Believers. By attempting to warn
them, | became a lone voice in the wilderness. As a result,
like other followers, they eventually began to study and
preach from Branham’s audio tapes and books, while some
exalted him and repeatedly used his name during sermons.

During those days something great happe ned in 1987.
The Lord gave me a clear understanding of the biblical
gospel of Jesus Christ, which became a three volume series
decades later (see pages 316 -318). Even though I did not
grasp the gospel as | presently do, looking back I now
realize that its message of salvation through faith in Jesus’
crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrection redirected my
steps away from self-righteousness and Branhamism.

Even though the churches where I  mostly ministered
enjoyed my teachings pertaining to the gospel of Christ, |
later learned that the overall followers of Branham were
not enthused with this biblical message of salvation. Their
focus was telling people that God sent a prophet and they
need his message to either be saved or raptured to heaven.

Thus, disrespect for the biblical gospel of salvation and
scriptures, the cultic devotions people had for Branham,
and the evangelical and missionary focus of Message
churches to proclaim him rather than Jesus Christ the
Savior: finally led me to withdraw from his followers.

At first, | thought these people went astray from sound
biblical doctrines after Branham’s death. | now know that
listening to his sermons has misled them. Actually, after
having heard most of his 1960s sermons and many earlier
ones, | stopped listening to them in the late 1980s since
they were repetitious, contradictory, and error-prone.



By the end of the 1990s, I already knew that Branham
had plagiarized Larkin and years later learned about the
discrepancies relating to the cloud shown in Life Magazine.
In 2010, I planned to write a book disproving his teachings,
but was delayed until completing a three book series about
the true biblical gospel . A few years later during  further
research for this book , | came across websites o f former
followers that had credible information exposing Branham.

Although I was glad to see other s fleeing the message, |
have no vendetta against Branham or elation in writing this
book. But, I deem it obligatory to warn others of the vast

plagiarisms and errors found in his ministry and teachings
that clearly disproves his misinterpreted claims of fulfilling
end time biblical prophecies over 54 years ago. Why?
Well, even though | attempted to prevent people from
embracing the cult of Branhamism, | take the responsibility
for some of them accepting his claims (Ezek. 33:6-9; Acts
20:26-27). Many leaders are trying to hide these disturbing
facts. However, people have the right to know the truth and
make their own decision s whether to follow or forsake the
erroneous message of William Branham.

The Author

Scope of Investigation

This Investigative Study about William Branham:

o Disproves claim he was present when an unusual cloud
featured in Life Magazine appeared in Arizona on
February 28, 1963 —alleged to be seven angels
commissioning him to exclusively open the hidden
mysteries of the seven seals in Revelation chapters 5to 8

e  Provides scientific data that unusual cloud (alleged seven

angels) in Life Magazine was possibly caused by a
destroyed missile fired from an Air Force Base, which
never appeared in the vicinity where he later hunted on
March 7, 1963 (it appeared nearly 200 miles away)

e Provides nearly 100 pages disproving claims of

revealing the alleged hidden mysteries of the seven seals,
the seven church ages, and nineteen (19) major doctrinal

subjects by either showing plagiarisms or similar
teachings in well -known books written by Clarence

Larkin, Charles Taze Russell, Uriah Smith, Cyrus
Scofield, Henry Halley, and several other biblical

teachers of the past

e  Proves inaccuracies of visions, prophecies, predictio ns,

discernments,
Deuteronomy 18:20-22;
22:28

e  Proves seven (7) major visions of 1933 were
historically inaccurate and not mentioned on audio tapes
until 1953 to 1960 (after five or six  events had already
transpired), but were predicted and often revised based
upon prior knowledge of developing trends and current
events between the 1920s and 1960s

e Uncover irreconcilable discrepancies in

and claimed healings that violate

commissions of 1933, 1946, and 1963)

e Uncover irreconcilable discrepancies in
testimonies and life’s story

e Scripturally disproves claims of fulfilling Elijah the

prophet in Malachi 4:5-6, who allegedly restores the

elect to God’s word as the forerunner of Christ’s return

e Scripturally disproves claims of fulfilling the seven th
angel in Revelation 3:14 and 10:7, who allegedly reveals
the unwritten seven thunders in Revelation 10:3-4 and all

the mysteries of the Bible in the last days
e Scripturally disproves claims of fulfilling the Son of

Jeremiah 14:14; and Ezekiel

not only

alleged
supernatural vin dications and experiences ( e.g., angelic

alleged

Man in Luke 17:30, who allegedly reveals Christ as a

prophet in flesh to the last generation

Scripturally disproves claims of fulfilling the shout of

Christ’s return in 1 Thessalonians 4:16, whose en d time

message allegedly gathers and prepares followers for

rapture to heaven, and whose tent ministry was suppose

to produce rapturing faith during his lifetime

e Disproves claim that revelation of the seven thunders in
Revelation 10:4 would produce rapturing faith in his
followers

e Scripturally disproves claim of opening the seven -
sealed book of Revelation 5:1-14 during seven sermons
preached in March 1963 by showing this event still
speaks of the future

e Scripturally disproves teaching that six of the seven
trumpets in Revelation chapters 8-11 occurred in the
1940s by showing these events still speaks of the future

e Scripturally disproves numerous significant teachings
such as serpent seed, no eternal hell, and several others

e Exposes four contradictory teachings about the
Godhead that confuses and divides followers

e  Considers confused teachings about women, marriage,
divorce, and polygamy

e  Provides two chapters that scripturally proves teachings
about salvation contrary to the biblical gospel of Christ
taught by the apostles, which violates Galatians 1:6-9

e Scripturally disproves misinterpreted teachings called
the three stages of redemption and rapture: justification,
sanctification, baptism of the Holy Spirit, and rapturing
faith

e Proves he preached a false gos pel in the latter years by
making his message necessary or the evidence of
salvation, redemption, sanctification, baptism of the
Holy Spirit, the new birth, and rapture to heaven

e Proves untimely death was predicted by others and
possibly occurred due to d angerous teachings and
audacious claims near the end of ministry

e Identifies 10 major sects among followers with
conflicting and heretical doctrines that disproves claims
of restoring the word of God as Elijah the prophet in
Malachi 4:5-6

e Clearly shows how to receive scriptural salvation
according to the true biblical gospel of Jesus Christ



Chapter One

William Branham and the 1963 Cloud Controversy

n the simplest term, plagiarism is the practice of taking
someone else words or ideas and passing them down as
one’s own work , which includes not citing the source
of the information. Before beginning our in-depth
investigation whether William Branham plagiarized his
entire teachings on the seven seals, including twenty (20)
other alleged revealed mysteries (accredited to him before,
during, or after March 17 -24 of 1963 ), it is important to
understand the events leading up to those seven sermons.

The Cloud’s Vindication

On February 28, 1963 a mysterious cloud that was 26
miles high and 30 miles wide  appeared near Flagstaff,

Arizona for 28 minutes after sunset. This event was
reported in the May 1963 edition o f Life magazine, as
shown below (Life and Life Logo are register ed

From the pages of

Trademarks of Time Inc.
Used Under License). ™
This phenomenon was
investigated by  James
McDonald (senior physicist
at the Institute  for
Atmospheric  Physics and

professor in the Department

of Meteorology at  the
University of Arizona). @
Initially, McDonald said the
cloud was too hig h to be
formed by a jet. Also, he
was not aware of any rocket,
rocket plane, or bombs
being tested nearby and no
water droplets exists that
high to form the cloud.

The group who follow
the ministry and message of
William Branham (called
“Message Believers”) believe this cloud fulfilled a prophecy
he foretold in December of 1962 regarding the visitation of
5 angels Bl (later changed to seven — discussed later). Who
was William Branham (1909-1965)? He was a pastor and
gifted evangelist from Jeffersonville, Indiana credited for
spearheading the post World War 11 healing revivals of the
1940s and 50s. B Mostly known as “Brother Branham, ”
some people believed him to be a prophet. [I[7]

In the 1960 s, Bro. Branham began to view himself as
Elijah the prophet of Malachi 4:5 -6, who restore s the word
of God as Christ’s forerunner ; and the angel of Revelation

...And a High Cloud
Ring of Mystery
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3:14 and 10:7, who reveals every hidden mystery of the
Bible in the last days . He also viewed himself as the
fulfillment of the Son of manin  Luke 17:30, who reveal
Christ to the last generation as a prophet in human flesh.

The followers of William Branham believed this cloud
fulfilled Revelation 10:1, where John saw a mighty ~ angel
descending from heaven in acloud . Because Branham said
his message fulfilled the “shout” of 1 ~ Thessalonians 4:16,
some followers believe this event was Jesus Christ’s literal
second coming, where this verse and Matthew 24:30 speak
of him returning on clouds. So, why do the followers of
Branham place significant emphasize on this cloud? They do
so because of statements he made, as shown below:

And, now, | didn't know at the time, that  they were taking
pictures of that, scientists was, as the Angels lowered
themselves from Heaven, to bring the Message . And you
remember, | said the One on the right side of the constellation
had, kind of, His chest back, and His wings. You remember
me saying that, all of you? [Congregation says, "Amen."
Ed.] And how that | watched Him? He was very distinctive
from the others. And I didn't know they were taking a
picture of It, 'cause immediately | hurried East. But going
back home to Tucson, there It was all through the papers that
had been seen almost nationwide, or plumb into Mexico, and
all the Western States, and | think the Courier over here. It
was on the Associated Pres s. How many saw, "A mysterious
cloud in the sky"? You see the hands. And now the Life
magazine picked it up. And | have the —the article here this
morning, in the Life magazine, of to show. Now here It is, the
same time | was there. See the pyramid of the C loud? | was
standing just below this. _Standing In The Gap 06-23- 63M

Now, some sister here, Billy just showed me, was nice
enough to go get this Life magazine, this picture, and blow
it up, of that of the seven Angels, and have it taken and sent
to me. That is the picture. And now if you'll notice here, as it
was leaving, ascending back, when the Angels had brought
Their Message, it was in the form of a pyramid; just exactly
what | told you, three months before it happ ened, the way it
would be. Is that right? [Congregation says, "Amen." —Ed.]
_He That Is In You 11-10-63E

Later, the Angels appeared as was prophesied. And at the
same time, a great cluster of Light left where | was standing,
and moved thirty miles high in the air, and around the circle,
like the wings of the Angels, and drawed into the skies a
shape of a pyramid in the same constellation of Angels that
appeared. Science took the picture, all the way from Mexico,
as it moved from northern Arizona, where the Holy Spirit said
I would be standing, "forty miles northeast of Tucson." And it
went into the air, and Life magazine packed the pictures, "A
mystic something way in the spheres, where there could be no
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moisture, where there could be no evaporations of anything;
thirty miles high, and twenty-seven miles across," and coming
right up from where those Angels were. _It Is The Rising Of
The Sun 4-18-65M

Considering the above statements, William Branham
said this cloud was formed after the visitation of seven
angels. This happened when he was hunting javelina pigs in
Arizona. Branham later said this cloud was Jesus Christ,
sent to vindicate his opening of the seven seals (Revelation
5:1t0 8:5), along with the fulfillment of Revelation 10:1 -7
and Luke 17:30, as shown below.

But, then, | have the picture laying present here, if you
notice, as Life magazine had it. But | wonder if my audience,
visible here, has ever really looked at the picture, see, see, in
the way it should be . You remember, was preaching when
this vision came, upon the subject of the Book of the

Revelations, where the old judges, where we seen J esus in
Revelations 1. When we started to open the Seven Seals ...
or the—or the Church Ages, rather, just prior to the opening
of the Seven Seals. _It Is The Rising Of The Sun 4-18-65M

It's constantly unrolling Itself. From the very thing happening,
to the picture being Jesus standing looking at us; and now
exactly on Sunset Mountain, and the sunset Light. The
evening Light has come, God vindicating Himself. What is it?
It is the facts that God and Christ are one. The "white," how
many seen it, the white wig upon Him, as we talked in
Revelation? See, the Supreme Deity, Supreme Authority; no
other voice, no other god, no other nothing! "In Him dwells
the fullness of the Godhead bodily." The Angels T hemselves
was His wig. Amen. What's happened upon Mount Sunse t?
God confirming His Word. That's what all this noise is about.
Notice, it's God fulfilling His promised Word again, of
Revelations 10:1 to 7, "And in the days of the sounding of the
seventh angel's Message, the mystery of God should be
finished." The hidden mystery of Revelations 10:1 to 7, the
last Message to the last church age. Fulfills exactly, in this
age, Saint Luke 17:30, "The day when the Son of man
shall be revealed." _What Is The Attraction On The
Mountain? 7-25-65E

Even Branham’s eldest son —Billy Paul —believed t he
mysterious cloud that appeared on February 28, 1963 in
Avrizona fulfilled his father’s prophecy. He wrote in the book
cover of “The Revelation of the Seven Seals,” which is the
unabridged written version of Branham’s recorded sermons
on the seven seals preache d between March 17 and March
24 of 1963:

In this Message he told of a vision that instructed him to move to
Tucson, Arizona with his family. This vision foretold a blast that
would take place, the force of which would shake the whole
country. This vision was fulfilled on Feb. 28, 1963  when 40
miles northeast of Tucson, Brother Branham was caught up in
a constellation of seven angels and was told to return to his
church in Jeffersonville, Indiana, where the mysteries of the
Seven Seals would be revealed to him. _The Revelation of the
Seven Seals by William Marrion Branham

Because of statements made by William Branham and
his son pertaining to this mysterious cloud and its picture,

many Message Believers have this photograph hanging
either in their churches or homes. However, the photographs
usually seen are not duplicates of the original colored
version featured in Life Magazine, which shows no facial
features. But rather, they are altered versions that slightly
has this appearance, as shown below.

Where did the altered version of the picture originate ?
Well, Perry Green publically a dmitted in a sermon that he
obtained a duotone facsimile of the picture from Shirley
Abbot Studios in Beaumont, Texas . € What is a duotone?
Wikipedia says: [

Duotone is a halftone reproduction of an image using the

superimposition of one contrasting color halftone
(traditionally black) over another color halftone. This is most

often used to bring out middle tones and highlights of an
image. The most commonly implemented colours are blue,
yellow, brown and red.

As shown above,
duotones are  not
simple black and
white renderings of
photos, but requires
color  manipulation
techniques, which can
be performed using
Photoshop  software.
10 In an April 18,
1965 sermon, “It is
the Rising of the Sun,”
Branham  publically
attribute facial
T ) R features to the cloud.
However, the picture he references was not a dupli cate of
the original cloud in Life Magazine obtained from a sister in
1963 (see second quote on page 11), but the duotone version
(using tan and black colors) later presented by Green.[*4

Well, if you'll turn the picture like this and look, you can
probably see it from the audience, it's Christ. See His eyes
looking here, just as perfect as it could be; wearing the white
wig of Supreme Deity and Judge of all heavens and earth. Can
you see His eyes, nose, His mouth? [Congregation sa s,
"Amen."—Ed.] Just turn the picture from this, the way they
had it; this a way, the way it's supposed to be. And you... Can
you see it? [*Amen."] He is Supreme Judge. There is none
other but Him. And that is a perfect identification again, a
vindication that this Message is the Truth. This is the Truth. It
istrue.... With the white, see, you see the dark, His face,
His beard, and His eyes . And notice, He is looking... From
Him comes this Light shining on the righthand side, to which
He's looking to. And on t he cross, that's where He looked, to
the right, where He pardoned the sinner. In the Light of His
resurrection, we still go forth in His Name. _It Is The Rising
Of The Sun 04-18-65M

As William Branham had suggested above, when the
duotone version of Life Magazine’s picture of the cloud was
turned sideways, the following facial image faintly appeared
(shown on the following page).
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Branham often told followers that Heinrich Hoffm an’s
painting resembled the Christ he had seen in a vision. 4 In
the sermon “Work |s Faith Expressed,” he says the cloud is
perfectly Hoffman’s Head of Christ. '¥1 Many years after
Branham’s death, a follower flipped Hoffman’s painting of
Christ [PD-1923] 4 and superimposed it into the picture of
the cloud, as shown below. 'l Some of Branham’s followers
believe this superimposed picture is the original. During a
sermon, Perry Green openly denounced this belief. [26]

The Cloud’s Vindication Debunked?

As shown, William Branham and followers believed the
picture of the cloud in Life Magazine was seven angels of
God and the face of Jesus Christ . They believe it was proof
that Branham was ordained to open the seven sealed book in
God’s right hand (Revelation 5:1).

Today, churches and th e homes of Message B elievers
mostly have the altered versions hanging on their walls as
the face of Christ. Nonetheless, the first question we must
ask: “Was William Branham hunting javelina pigs in
Arizona when this cloud appeared?” As stated above, he
claimed to be beneath this cloud when it appeared.

And now the Life magazine picked it up . And | have the —the
article here this morning, in the Life magazine, of to show. Now

here Itis, the same time | was there. See the pyramid of the
Cloud? I was standing just below this. _Standing In The Gap
06-23-63M

So then, was William Bra nham hunting in Arizona and
present when the cloud in Life Magazine appeared? This
question was first asked, investigated, and exposed in 1977
by an ex-follower. 711281 But, more recently examined by
former staunch believers who once followed his ministry.
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William Branham and the Cloud Controversy

1910121 Dyring my initial research around 2010, | became
aware of the issue. What is the issue? Well, the cloud in Life
Magazine was photographed on February 28, 1963. Hunting
season for javelin a pigs for that year opened on March 1,
1963 until March 10, 1963, [221231[24]

According to recorded sermon s by Branham, he was not
hunting when this cloud appeared. His planned hunting trip
was interrupted when he went to Houston , Texas to plead
for a murderer facing the electric chair.?®! Consider the
words Branham spoke in Houston on March 4, 1963.

Good evening, to Houston . | certainly deem this a great
privilege, of being here again tonight in Houston. It's been
many years since I've had the privilege of being here. And I've
been setting, listening tonight to each of these speakers. And the
other day, when | had arrangements made for something
else, another place, and | knew th at those children were facing
death, I thought, "If something would happen to those children, |
would never forgive myself," of not coming here to give my
opinion and doing all that | could, to help this mother and father,
and of these children, and to do all that | could for the saving of
their lives. _A Absolute 03-04-63

And my faith that | have in God, that's why I'm here tonight.
That's why | canceled out something else , and got in here. |
got to drive hundreds of miles tonight, back to Tucson
Arizona, because | come to put my faith with yours. That's a
man. It's a soul laying yonder. It's someone in need. And we
Christians have got to wake up to a reality, to real genuine faith.
Tie it to the Word of God, and plead that promise. Yes, sir. Oh,
my! "If ye abide in Me, and My Word in you, ask what you
want." _A Absolute 03-04-63

So then, William Branham did not start hunting until
after his returned trip from Houston. Furthermore, when
Branham preached his last sermon pertaining to the seals on
March 24, 1963, he mentioned that he was in the mountains
a little over a week ago . This time is definitely not February
28, the date when the cloud appeared.

Notice, there's witnesses of three setting in here, that  a week
ago (alittle over a week a go) | was up way back into the
mountains, nearly to Mexico, with two brethren that's setting
here, picking cocklebur —or sand burrs off of my trouser leg,
and a blast went off that almost, looked like, shook the
mountains down. Now, that's right. | never to  Id my brethren,
but they noticed a difference. And He said to me, “"Now, be
ready. Go east.” _ The Seventh Seal 03-24-63E

Later, in sermons preached on June 23, 1963 and
November 27, 1965, Branham further verified that he went
hunting after the trip in Houston, Texas. Thus, confirming
the fact that he was not hunting in Arizona when the cloud
in Life magazine appeared on February 28, 1963.

Brother Fred Sothmann, | know he's here. And I'm pretty sure
Brother Norman is here. We was up ... 1 had to go to Houston
about getting that little boy saved from the electric chair.
And then | went back and | went hunting up there with the
brethren. And that morning, | was standing there picking
cockleburs, or—or what they call goatheads there, burrs off of
my trouser leg. And the blast did just exactly the way It said it.
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Is that right, Brother Fred? And | —I—I must have jumped way
off of the ground. And just above me was the Angels of the
Lord that sent Message back, for me to come here to break
these Seals. _Standing In The Gap 06-23-63

So I said, "All right, I'll come." | come over to Houston, had
the meeting, and course the... they never killed them, they
just... they give them life. And that's what they wanted them to
do, just give them life. So that's about twenty-one years, |
guess, in—in Texas. So then, and going back, | went up in the
mountain and | went with Brother Fred Sothmann . He's here
somewhere. Brother Fred, where you at? Right here. Brother
Fred Sothmann, Brother Gene Norman.... _Trying To Do God
A Service Without It Being God's Will 11-27-65

As proven, William Branham was not in Arizona when
this cloud appeared, even though he believed it was proof
that he fulfilled Revelation 10:1-7 and Luke 17:30 (these
scriptures are discussed later), as shown below.

...What's happened upon Mount Sunset? God confirming
His Word. That's what all this noise is about. Notice, it's  God
fulfilling His promised Word again, of Revelations 10:1to 7,
"And in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel's Message,
the mystery of God should be finished. " The hidden mystery of
Revelations 10:1 to 7, the last Message to the last church age.
Fulfills exactly, in this age, Saint Luke 17:30, "The day when
the Son of man shall be revealed ." _What Is The Attraction On
The Mountain? 07-25-65

Not only was Branham not present when this translucent
cloud appeared, it never appeared in the vicinity where he
eventually hunted after March 4, 1963. The cloud shown in
Life Magazine was photographed near Flagstaff, Arizona,
which is nearly 210 miles away from Tucson; (see arrows on
map — Courtesy of Nation Online Project). 2]
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According to Branham and his son Billy Paul, he was
hunting forty (40) miles northeast of Tucson, Arizona at
Sunset Peak (or Rattlesnake Mesa). 2]
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Junior Jackson listening in, you remember the dream he had that
| interpreted, "going towards the setting of the sun"? And this
happened on "Sunset" Mountain. It's the evening time, sunset
time. The sunset Message through a setting of history, a setting
of prophecy, rather, being fulfilled. And it shall be Light at the
evening time, upon Sunset Mountain in the Coronado Forest,
forty miles north of Tucson . Get on the map and see if Sunset
Peak there. That's exactly where it happened . | never know it
till the other day. _What Is The Attraction On The Mountain?
07-25-65E

This vision was fulfilled on Feb. 28, 1963 when 40 miles
northeast of Tucson, Brother Branham was caught up in a
constellation of seven angels. _The Revelation of the Seven
Seals by William Marrion Branham

So then, when this cloud appeared on February 28,

1963, William Branham was nowhere in the area , nor was
he hunting. Furthermore, Branham’s claims that the cloud
appeared over Phoenix and Tucson are  totally misleading.
Also, the claim that he, along with Fred Sothmann and Gene
Norman, saw this cloud shown in Life Magazine is also
incorrect.

The Life magazine packed an article of it, "Mystic circle of
Light goes up in the air  above Tucson and Phoenix," in the
same way that | told you nearly a year before it happened, how it
would be, and like a triangle. The picture hangs in the church
down there. You that took that magazine has it. There it was, just
exactly. They said, "It's twenty-seven miles high and thirty miles
across.” They don't understand yet what happened. It appeared
mysteriously and went away mysteriously. Brother Fred
Sothmann, Brother Gene Norman and |, standing there .
Three is a witness. Like He took up on top of the mount; Peter,
James, and John, to give witness. Stood there and watched it
when it happened, and seen it done. There It is, hanging in the
sky; so far, there is no humidity, no moisture or nothing to make
a—a fog. How could they come there? It was the Angels of God
returning back, after their Message. This day that prophecy has
been fulfilled in our midst. _This Day This Scripture Is Fulfilled
02-19-65

| saw seven Angels come. Didn't Life magazine pack it, as the
fog of It floated across here, twenty -seven miles high, and thirty
miles across? Is not Fred Sothmann, these other, Gene
Norman, them, setting back there? Stood right there when
them seven Angels appeared right there on the hill . It shook
the hills, for miles around, like that. There stood seven Angels.
And throwed a sword in your hand, said, *Go home and open
these Seven Seals that are given." And here they are, the true
mystery of marriage and divorce, and the serpent's seed, and all
of these things that's been fussed about. It's THUS SAITH THE
LORD. _The Easter Seal 04-10-65

William Branham alluded to the fact that Gene Norman

witnessed the cloud pictured in Life magazine. Yet, when
considering Mr. Norman’s personal account of the event, he
said otherwise. [2¢]

And when that passed away | got up and | hunted about ... |
started working back and I hunted probably about a half hour
and that blast went off. It sounded like it was right above my
head and I looked up and ] didn’t see nothing ... I didn’t see




the cloud in the form that it shows in the picture. _Gene
Norman’s Testimony

Although Gene testified that he did not see the cloud as
illustrated in Life Magazine ; nonetheless, he did testify of
seeing two long streaks like a n airplane leaving a trail
(contrail). Although Mr. Norman did not see an airplane, he
reported seeing a spot. He assumed the great blast that shook
the mountain was a sonic boom caused by an airplane.

When | looked up | seen two long streaks like a plane a leaving
a trail. Two streaks with a great miles one way with a spot ... a
big space in between it but | couldn’t see no plane. | thought
what it was was probably a plane bust the sound barrier but
there was no planes in the area ... there just wasn’t any there you
know and I didn’t know what it was and so | started hunting
back up the hill there and | met Fred and Brother Branham.

Gene Norman’s description cast doubt on what really
happened because Williams Air Force Base in Phoenix ,
Arizona was operating F -5 Freedom Fighters and T -38
Talons in that area in 1963. Phoenix is 106 miles from
Tucson, the area where Branham and company were
hunting. These aircraft were responsible for sonic booms in
the area. Wikipedia says: [2°130]

Pilot training continued throughout the 1960s. The T-33s
began to be phased out in 1962, being replaced by the T-38
Talon as the primary jet training aircraft. T -38s were used until
the closure of Williams in 1993 along with the Cessna T-37
“Tweet.” Both trainers were two -seat, dual -engine jet aircraft,
the T-38 being capable of supersonic flight.

The Northrop F-5A/B Freedom Fighter and the F-5E/F Tiger
Il are part of a supersonic light fighter family, initially
designed in the late 1950s by Northrop Corporation.

In 1963, Williams was selected to support the Military
Assistance Program F-5A/B Freedom Fighter sales by
providing pilots and maintenance training personnel to nations
purchased the fighter under the MAP program.

Actually, the website of “Believe The Sign” posted a
March 1, 1963 article in the Arizona Republic that reported
multiple sonic booms in Sprin gerville, Arizona caused by
aircraft from Williams Air Force Base ( shown right — Used
Under License from Arizona Central). B4, These sonic
booms were so loud that they cracked windows in the city.
Residents said they were accustomed to these booms, but in
the previous few weeks the noise appeared to be getting
closer and louder. Springerville is nearly 226 miles from
Phoenix. The article’s write-up is shown below.

What resident termed the loudest sonic booms heard in this

community caused more than $500 damage Wednesday
morning. The double boom occurred at 10 a.m. Residents
here, accustomed to sonic booms, called Williams Air Force
Base to complain of the apparent increase in loudness. An
investigator from the Air Force Base will be sent within a few

days and the matter will be referred to the base commander, an

Air Force official said. In the last few weeks, the booms
appear to be getting closer and louder and consequently
more Cox, C ox manager of the Becker Mercantile Co.  Three
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windows of the store were cracked, Cox said. “I thought every
window in the store was going to cave in,” Cox said. It’s the
worst blast yet.

So then, we
must now ask :
“Was the blast
that ~ Branham
described when
hunting north of
Tucson  caused
by seven angels
commissioning
him to open the
seven seals, or
was it a sonic
boom caused by
an aircraft?”
Remember,
Gene said he
heard the boom
and seen what
appeared to be airplane trails and a spot (perhaps a n aircraft
leaving the area). Keep in mind, when an aircraft breaks the
sound barrier, it is moving faster than sound so that by the
time the boom is heard, the plane is gone.

Followers of William Branham may question why | do
not accept his account of the blast being caused by angels of
God. Well, as we shall study in Chapter T wo, the evidence
strongly suggest that Branham got his understanding of the
seven seals from several well-known authors and
commentaries written before he was born or a teenager.
Sadly, when Branham’s teachings of the seven seals and
twenty (20) other major subjects are compared side by side
with these writers, we can most certainly conclude that he
used their information and pass it to his followers as his
personal revelations given by seven angels sent from God.

As you shall see, the evidence points to the fact  that
Branham got his understanding of the seven seals and other
supposedly revelatory subjects spoken during those seven
(7) sermons from several Bible teachers. These teachers are
Clarence Larkin (1850 -1924), Charles Taze Russell (1852 -
1916), Uriah Smith (1832-1903), Cyrus Scofield (1843 -
1921), John Gill (1697-1771), Albert Barnes (1798 -1870),
and Henry Halley (1874-1965). On recorded tapes, Branham
admitted to reading books and commentaries written by
some of these men. But, of course, he only mentions their
names when appearing to disagree with their explanations.

Therefore, evidence will plainly show that Branham got
his messages of the seven seals and other subject matters
(followers deem as his personal revelations) from books and
commentaries written by these men, not from angels of God.
For this reason, | seriously do not believe seven angels
revealed these seals to him . Why? Because there was
nothing new that he introduced other than the rehashed
teachings of others, especially from Clarence Larkin,
Charles Taze Russell of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Uriah
Smith of the Seventh Day Adventist. | will use direct quotes
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from Branham and these writers to prove this fact.
Moreover, as this study shall prove, William Branham’s
testimonies and accounts of events are very unreliable. For
example, as first noted by Believe The Sign[* Branham
often told the story of am an from Windsor who falsified
information on his prayer card and attempted to deceive him
during a prayer line. But under discernment he exposed the
man’s scheme. In retelling the story, he provided many
versions regarding this man’s outcome, as shown below.

In Houston, Texas: “He fell down on the floor and begin to

screaming to the top of his voice. He said, "Brother Branham,

I--1 thought it was just make-up. I--1--1 honestly, is there

forgiveness for me?"* There was.” _Moses 01-10-50

In Jonesboro, Arkansas: "The disease that you put on that

prayer card will be on you the rest of your life ." And itis.”

_God Commissioning Moses 05-08-53

In New York , NY : “Far as | know, the man's in eternity

today, dead.” _South Africa, Testimony 09-02-54

In Chicago, Illinois: “The man's laying bedfast to this day ”

_Blind Bartimaeus 04-07-56

In Brooklyn, New York: “And screaming, he run from the

building. There it was . | don't know what ever happened .

See?” _Jehovah- Jireh 12-09-56E

In Lima Ohio: “The man died a year later.”_ Blind

Bartimaeus _01-27-57E

In Chicago, lllinois: “But the last time | heard him , I never

heard no more™ just a letter from some of the people, that he

was in a serious condition. So we're not playing church.”

_Thirsting for Life 06-30-57

South Bend, Indiana: “He died about six months later with a

cancer.” _The Queen of the South 02-08-58

In Middletown, Ohio : “They took him out paralyzed, and he's

still paralyzed.” _Christ Knocking 03-30-58E

0. Long Beach, California: “He died about six weeks
afterwards.” _Jehovah Jireh 02-12-61

1. In Jeffersonville, Indiana: “And he grabbed me by the pants

leg, he said, "I didn't..." I said, "'l can't help. You go right

ahead. That's up between you and God. You wrote your

doom right on your card." And that got him. That was all of

it.” _Three Kinds of Believers 11-24-63E

The above example is not an isolated case. Branham
repeatedly made many serious and contradictory mistakes.
They occurred even when he spoke “Thus saith the Lord,”
giving accounts of personal and supernatural experiences,
teaching from the scriptures, or retelling testimonies.  This
study will present facts that can be easily verifiable, not
assumptions and speculations . But, do not take my words
alone; sincerely examine the facts for yourselves.

The Cloud’s Origin: Natural or Supernatural?

Okay, our study have proven that William Branham was
not present when the cloud in Life magazine appeared. So
then, we should ask what could have possibly caused this
phenomenon? Although this cloud appeared on February 28,
1963, Dr. James McDonald (senior physicist at the Institute
for Atmospheric Physics and professor in the Department of
Meteorology at the University of Arizona ) offered his first
interview in the April 19, 1963 edition of Science Magazine
where he discusses the cloud’s basic features and size. %

Again, Dr. McDonald offered further explanation in
May 17, 1963 edition of Life Magazine where the pictures
and article on page 11 appeared. Later, on May 31, 1963, he
further investigated and offered the following report  shown
below. 4 The report said the detonation and aftermath of a
faulty Thor missile near Vandenberg Air Force Base in
California could have possibly caused the cloud.

V. A possible explanation - a Vandenberg AFB rocket
explosion.

A. Thor booster explosion. A search of West Coast
newspapers for the 28th disclosed a brief note on a
intentional destruction of a military -satellite launch booster
sometime on the 28th. Further information was found in the
March 11, 1963, issue of Missiles and Rockets, which contained
the following item: €The Air Force deliberately destroyed a
secret satellite, believed to be of the Discoverer series, after
launching it aboard the €souped up € Thor Feb. 28 from
Vandenberg AFB. All four motors were ignited at launch, but
deviation from the programmed trajecto ry forced safety
officials to destroy the booster before payload separation.
The thrust-augmented Thor (TAT) is a liquid -fueled Thor with
three Thiokol solid rockets spaced around the Thor case.

This was the combination €ps first test. € It became essential to
find the time of this detonation and to explore further details
bearing on the cloud, so both by direct inquiry and by
inquiry through the Office of Naval Research in Pasadena,
further information was sought. Mr. E. E. Clary, Chief
Scientist at Vandenberg, has very Kkindly provided
unclassified information on this flight. The booster was
destroyed at an altitude of 146,000 ft, almost directly
overhead (but a bit south) of Vandenberg AFB at 1352 PST.
As soon as this information was received, it appeared to offer
the first solid clue as to the Flagstaff cloud  €sorigin. The
altitude at detonation was close to the photogrammetrically
estimated cloud altitude, and the time of detonation made it
necessary to consider very seriously the possibility that the
Flagstaff cloud was some aftermath of the detonation. A crucial
question was whether the time interval between the detonation
over Vandenberg and the passage of the cloud over Flagstaff
would match photogrammetrically estimated cloud-drift speed
and/or other independent wind-speed observations. Taking 1840
MST as the time of passage over Flagstaff, the 1452 MST (=
1352 PST) detonation time implies a hypothetical drift -time of 3
hours and 48 minutes. The airline distance to Vandenberg from
Flagstaff is 510 miles , so the minimum mean drift speed
required to associate these two events is very nearly 135 mph.
This required drift speed is substantially larger than Schley — €ps
roughly estimated 110 mph, and even further from the 7795
mph estimated from the Lordsburg photos.

Thus the agreement with respect to drift speed seemed rather
poor, even though the height agreement between detonation and
cloud seemed very encouraging. It was clearly necessary to seek
further wind data, so inquiry was made concerning possible
observational data from the Meteorological Rocket Network.

B. Rocket wind -data. The two nearest rocket -wind observation
points happen to be rather well located to indicate winds along
the trajectory that might have carried some explosion aftermath
from Vandenberg to Flagstaff: One station is at Pt. Mugu, Calif.,
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and the next nearest one is at White Sands, N. M. Queries were
sent to both stations. White Sands sent a Judi sounding rocket up
at 0800MST on 28 February, about 10 hours before the Flagstaff
passage. At 140,000 ft. the winds were 109 mph from WSW; at
150,000 ft. the winds were 97 mph from WSW. The following
day, March 1, at 1215 MST, White Sands launched a Loki Il
sounding rocket that indicated winds of just over 90 mph from
WSW at both 140,000 and 150,000 ft. No sounding was
available from Pt. Mugu on the 28th; but an Arcas launched at
0800 PST on March 1 indicated winds of 127 mph from the west
at 140,000 ft. and 112 mph from the west at 150,000 at that time.

The rocket-sounding winds come tantalizingly close to fitting
the hypothesis that the Flagstaff cloud was some byproduct of
the Vandenberg detonation; yet the agreement is not quite close
enough to be conclusive. The White Sands winds of the morning
of the 28th seem significantly too low to match the required drift
speed of 135 mph; but they agree rather well with the maximum
cloud-drift speed estimated from the Lordsburg photos. It is
regrettable that no Pt. Mugu winds were measured on the 28th.
They would have shown whether the winds at that upwind
location were enough higher than those at White Sands to imply
a mean drift speed of around 135 mph. (A West Coast speed of
something like 160 mph would be needed to yield the required
mean of 135 mph, if we take the White Sands 0800 speed of 109
mph as typical of the stratosphere over Flagstaff near 140,000 to
150,000 ft. at 1840 MST on the 28th.)

Although Mr. Willis Webb of the White Sands missile Range
emphasized, in phone conversation on the problem, that
variations above or below measured winds at times between
observations might well approach 20 per cent of the measured
values at these levels, it remains uncertain whether one may
concluded that the Flagstaff cloud was due to the detonation
at Vandenberg. It is necessary to seek still further
crosschecks.

C. Unsettled questions. At this writing, further inquiries are
being sent to the Chief Scientist of the Pacific Missile Range, to
whom | have been directed by Vandenberg AFB for further
information. It is hoped that phototheodolite movie recor  ds of
the detonation may exist and may yield data on the initial drift
speed and drift direction of the explosion cloud. Also, the initial
configuration of the explosion cloud will be sought, along with
information on possible presence of a side -explosion to the west
of the main explosion. The latter item bears on the interesting
problem of the €secondary cloud€y west of the main one at
Flagstaff. Many photos and still more letter descriptions
establish the presence of a smaller, roughly similar cloud some
twenty miles west of the main ring. This cloud was definitely
seen to form and to dissipate during the period of prominent
visibility of the main cloud. Photos show it to have a more pear -
shaped form than the main ring; and a short fish  -tail formation
existed at its northern extremity. It is difficult to see how a single
detonation over Vandenberg could have also led to this
secondary cloud. Mr. Clary, at Vandenberg, was fairly certain
that no side explosions occurred; but this will be checked
further.

In addition, information will be sought concerning the weight of
liquid propellant still unburnt in the Thor at instant of
detonation. This item of information will permit quantitative
estimates to be made of the total water of combustion released in
the explosion, as well as the heat release (for use in estimating
buoyant circulation generation). These points, if they can be
cleared up, may finally settle the question of whether the
Flagstaff cloud can plausibly be identified as an aftermath of

William Branham and the Cloud Controversy

the Thor detonation over the California coast.

As shown above , Dr. McDonald could not rule out the
possibility that the cloud was caused by the detonation of a
Thor missile because the scientific data seemed to support
this view. On June 1963, Dr. McDonald continued his study
regarding the origin of the unusual cloud that appeared over
Flagstaff, Arizona. The report is shown below. 3%

WEATHERWISE

The Magazine About The Weather

Vol. 16, No. 3, June, 1963 p.99

Cloud-Ring in the Upper Stratosphere

JAMES E. MCDONALD, Institute of Atmospheric Physics,
University of Arizona, Tucson

At sunset on 28 February 1963, observers scattered over an
area of nearly two hundred thousand square miles in the
Southwest witnessed a strikingly beautiful cloud display.
After three months of effort to determine just what it was
that caught their eyes, 1 am still not sure myself, though the
number of pertinent clues has now grown fairly large . Many
persons at first thought it just a large contrail, as | did when f irst
viewing it from Tucson. But the clue to its extremely great
height came quickly as the setting sun€s rays left darkening
high cirrus clouds far to the west (!), while the ring still shone
with a beautiful luminescent silvery cast.

From quick computations based on the sunset geometry (the ring
went dark at about 1850 MST), | estimated its altitude at over 30
km, and immediately put out an appeal through press and radio
for observers€p reports. In all, some 200 reports were ultimately
received; and subse quent press appeals for photos has led to a
total of 85 photos from 35 different localities for
photogrammetry use. It is now known that the ring lay at an
altitude of 43 km above sea level (to within a present uncertainty
of only about one kilometer), whi ch is far higher than the 20 -30
km range of Arctic nacreous clouds. It was nearly overhead at
Flagstaff, Arizona, at about 1840 MST, and many excellent
photos showing the cloud €ps unprecedented variety of internal
wave structures have been received from persons in that area. Its
north-south extent was over 50 miles, and its east  -west width
was around 30 miles. Like a huge doughnut, its center was open.

Although, to most observers in Arizona, its color appeared
silvery white in the twilight sky, most observers in New Mexico
reported iridescence. It was seen in Arizona, Colorado, New
Mexico, and even northern Mexico (Juarez, about 380 miles
from the southern tip of the cloud-ring). In one report after
another, | read the observer €semphatic remarkstot he effect
that, in a lifetime of cloud -watching, he had never before seen a
cloud as beautiful as this one. (continued on p. 148)

What was it? | €m still trying to answer that. It was far above
the upper limit of contrail formation. No X -15 flights were made
that day, and it lay well above my thermodynamically estimated
upper limit of 27 km for the maximum altitude at which the
ammonia and liquid oxygen rocket motors of an X-15 could
form contrails.

No Nevada Test Site activity occurred that day, and noth ing else
turned up from inquiries at a number of other Southwest defense
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bases. However, a brief press account of the intentional
destruction of a rocket over Vandenberg AFB, Calif., that
day led to inquiries that are still continuing at this writing
(6/4/63).

The Thor booster of a military satellite -launch was
detonated at 44 km at 1352 PST almost directly over
Vandenberg AFB. To account for a drift of 510 miles to
Flagstaff in time to have lowered the jaws of Flagstaffians
looking straight up at 1840 MST , calls for a mean drift speed of
135 mph. Inquiries at the White Sands and the Pt. Mugu Missile
ranges have yielded meteorological rocket winds for times about
a half-day before and after the detonation event. The rocket
winds are generally a bit too low  to fit well; however, the Pt.
Mugu 140,000 -ft winds the following morning were 127 mph
from the west. My own photogrammetrically estimated cloud -
drift speeds fall below 95 mph when the cloud was over northern
Avrizona. | am hoping that phototheodolite films from the Pacific
Missile Range may finally fill the gap in wind data by showing
the initial drift speed and direction of the explosion debris itself.
A number of other related questions are still under study.

The ring-cloud over Flagstaff is flattened by perspective into a
long thin loop in this photo by Lynne E. Cobble, taken at
Albuquerque, N.M., some 280 miles from the cloud. Intense
low-angle forward-scattering by the cloud particles (presumed to
be water or ice) creates strong contrast against the twi light sky.
Sun had set at Albuquerque almost a half hour before this photo
was made at 1840 MST. Kodak Retina Reflex camera F4 1/8th
of sec. with 135mm telephoto lens.

Photo courtesy Sgt. Arthur A. Francis, Kirtland AFB, who is
making a study of the pheno menon. The cloud lay right at the
base of the @region of exclusion€ for water drops and ice
particles in that layer (about 42 to 65 kms, on the average),
where temperatures are so warm that saturation vapor pressures
exceed ambient pressures.

If this was, in fact, the aftermath of the Thor explosion,
persistence of a circulation and of condensate for nearly four
hours of downwind drift will be of considerable
meteorological interest. If it was not due to the explosion, then
the mystery will be back where i t started at sunset on 28
February.

After further examination, Dr. McDonald still could not
find conclusive evidence to rule out the likelihood the cloud
originated from a Thor missile detonation. Why? B ecause
the wind speed needed to take it from Vandenberg AFB to
Flagstaff within the allotted time was possible. A wind
speed of 135 mph was necessary to travel the distance in the
allotted time. He had wind speed  ranging from 95 mph to
127 mph. He was hopeful that films from the Pacific Missi le
Range would provide him the answer.

The air/drive route map shown right (Map data: Google,
INEGI) B8 verifies that Vandenberg and Flagstaff are nearly
paralleled. The latitudes for Vandenberg ( 34.7328° N) and
Flagstaff (35.1992° N) also confirm this parallelization. The
noctilucent cloud only became visible after sunset, which
may explain why it was first seen in Flagstaff.

Moreover, the following map shows that the cloud never
appeared near Tucson, where Branham later hunted.
Although the cloud was photographed from 35 different
localities, Life Magazine showed that it continued traveling
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to Winslow, Arizona, which is nearly parallel to Flagstaff,
having a latitude of 35.0286° N (see map on page 25)

Flagstalt, AZ

Las Vegas
———— ‘y

Vasdenberg AT B

A video of missile launches and failures at Vandenberg
Air Force Base can be viewed on YouTube under the
caption “Missile Launches, Accidents, and Failures at
Vandenberg AFB 3314” (see endnote for link ) 31 Based on
Gene Norman’s testimony , B8 when he and Bro. Branham
saw the picture of the cloud in Life M agazine for the first
time, they both admitted to having never seen it before.

I was over at my Brother in Law, Willard Weert’s and he got a
phone call and | picked up that Life Magazine and | was
thumbing th rough there and | seen that cloud picture and |
didn’t have any idea what it was and so | asked Willard “Don’t
you think that’s strange?” and he said “Sure is” And | said “Can

I just take this and show Brother Branham?” and he said “Sure
you can have it if you want it.” Brother Branham come over
Sunday to go to Church at one of the Assembly of God Churches
down on Broadway and | showed him that picture of the cloud
and | said “Did you ever see this before Brother Branham.”
And he says “No, | haven’t seen it” He looked at it and said “I
guess you’ve seen that it’s in the form of a pyram id?” and | said
“No I never” And he said “Do you mind if | have it Gene?” and |
said “No, take it along. | don’t want it”. And he never said what
it was but later on when he said what it was, why we were going
to Church another Sunday morning and he said “Gene, why
don’t you go down and tell that McDonald” (he was the guy at
the university there that was making light of it), ”

As stated, Branham believed the cloud was vindication
that he was sent by G od to open the hidden mysteries of the
seven seals. Nevertheless, for a person who claimed to have
seen this cloud while hunting; but yet, did not reco gnize it
when first shown to him appears to be questionable.

I saw seven Angels come. Didn't Life magazine pack it, as the
fog of It floated across here, twenty -seven miles high, and thirty
miles across? Is not Fred Sothmann, these other, Gene
Norman, them, setting back there? Stood right there when
them seven Angels appeared right there on the hill. _The
Easter Seal 04-10-65

Also, there were sightings of other unusual clouds in the
same area in June and November of 1963.These clouds were
reported by associates of Dr. McDonald at the University of
Arizona. Unlike McDonald’s indecisiveness, his colleagues
concluded that these clouds w ere caused by launched
projectiles, as shown on the next page in Science magazine
(reprinted with permission from AAAS). (3911401
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Low-Latitude Noctilucent Cloud of 15 June 1963
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Abstract

A bright noctilucent cloud was observed and photographed
north-west of Tucson on 15 June 1963. Results of
computations indicate that the cloud was at a height of 71
kilometers. The cloud appears to _have resulted from the
launching of a Scout space vehicle.
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University of Arizona, Tucson
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Abstract

Measurement of the filamentary noctilucent cloud of 2
November 1963 yields a height of 56 km. Study of the motion

and orientation of the cloud confirms the hypothesis that these
unusual clouds appearing in the southwestern states are
produced by the launching of rocket vehicles from the

Pacific Missile Range.

The complete reports that appeared in Science magazine
can be read online (see endnote for links). #1421 Also, a
picture of the June 15, 1963 cloud that appeared in Arizona,
which was caused by the launching of a Scout space vehicle,
is shown right (Reprinted with permission from AAAS). [+

Dr. James McDonald was seriously involved in UFOs
studies and believed in extraterrestrial activities. In 1968, he
testified before a U.S. congressional hearing regarding this
subject. 4 This interest in UFOs may have been the reason
he studied the 1963 cloud in Life Magazine. Perhaps hoping
the phenomenon was extraterrestrial.

In considering Dr. McDonald’s studies, he never issued
a final public report about the origin of the cloud featured in
Life Magazine. But, Dr. Aden Meinel, Barbara Middlehurst,
and Ewen Whitaker ( who were renowned astronomers and
his colleagues at the University of Arizona FSI#6I47]) dig
conclude that the unusual clouds appearing in Tucson and
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the southwestern states: ““...have resulted from the
launching of a Scout space vehicle.” They said it was
produced: “...by the launching of rocket vehicles from the

Pacific Missile Range.”

Please notice, the report in Science magazine said the
June 15, 1963 cloud was observed and photographed
northwest of Tucson. Nearly the same mid-region of
Arizona where the February 28, 1963 cloud appeared in
Flagstaff. The report also said the June cloud was caused by
a space vehicle launched from Pacific Missile Range, which
is located at VVandenberg Air Force Base in California. This
was the same place where the cloud of February 28, 1963
originated from the aftermath of a destroyed Thor missile.

Moreover, the report issued by Aden Meinel, Barbara
Middlehurst, and Ewen Whitaker compared the June 15,
1963 cloud with the February 28, 1963 one that James Mc
Donald was investigating. They categorized these events in
the same group as "noctilucent clouds,” which are unusual
sun-illuminated clouds that becomes visible after sunset. [l

Sun-illuminated clouds have reportedly been seen near the
end of twilight in the northwesterly direction from Tucson,
Arizona, upon a number of occasions and by numerous
persons, including the authors. In particular, the ring -shaped
cloud reported by McDonald (1) has been the most
spectacular of the group up to date. Since the term
"noctilucent cloud" has evolved to refer to a rare type of natural
cloud observed only at high latitudes, we wish to extend the use
of this term to any cloud that remains illuminated by the sun
near the end of astronomical twilight, regardless of latitude or
possible origin of the cloud. On the evening of 15 June 1963,
another unusually bright noctilucent cloud appeared in the
northwestern sky.

The report further showed that both the February 28,
1963 and June 15, 1963 clouds were caused by the
launching of space vehicles from Vandenberg AFB. [*9]

The association of these clouds wit h the vicinity of southern
California provides a simple explanation for their appearance,
as may be dem onstrated by consideration of the cloud of 15
June 1963. On each day that a noc tilucent cloud has
appeared, including the day on which McDonald's ring
cloud was seen, there has also been a launching of a space
vehicle from the Pacific Missile Range at Van denberg Air
Force Base in south ern California. The intensity of the other
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noctilucent clouds was not usu ally comparable with the one of
15 June 1963, but the launching dur ing the afternoon of 15
June was of a solid -propellant *""Scout™ vehicle, which
produces an exhaust cloud which is much more conspicuous
than that produced by the more frequent Thor-Agena
launches from that range. When coupled with the drift vector
shown on Fig. 3, the cloud would appear to have originated
from the approximate vicinity of the Pacific Missile Range
about 5 hours before the time of occultation, which was at 8:51
P.M. M.S. T._We therefore feel that the intense noctilucent
cloud of 15 June 1963 was the exhaust cloud from a Scout
vehicle illuminated by sunlight after local sunset in Tucson.

As shown, the above report by Dr. Aden Meinel,
Barbara Middlehurst, and Ewen Whitaker concluded that the
February 28, 1963 cloud was the same as the June 15, 1963
cloud. Both phenomena were most likely caused by exhaust
clouds from launched vehicles from Vandenberg AFB.

Furthermore, the aforementioned former follower, who
first uncovered the discrepancies regarding the cloud in
1977 and wrote a n intriguing book exposing the errors, 5]
said he possess a letter from t he Director of the Institute of
Atmospheric Physics at the University of Arizona (where
James McDonald worked ). The letter verified the fact that
McDonald finally believed the cloud of February 28, 1963
was the aftermath of a rocket  launched from Vandenberg
Air Force Base in southern California. 4

In this author’s possession is a letter from Mr. Louis Batten,
Director of the Institute of Atmospheric Physics of UA, in
Tucson, AZ. He states that Dr. McDonald was convinced the
cloud was caused by a high altitude rocket, launched from
Vandenberg AFB, CA.

Likewise, the website of a former Message Believer
(who attended Perry Green’s Churc h in Tucson, Arizona for
10 years) i nvolved in exposing gross errors in Branham’s
ministry,2 said Dr. Aden was personally involved with the
launch of rockets from Vandenberg AFB, California. Dr.
Aden wrote a letter in 1996 explaining Dr. McDonald’s
disillusionment when it became obvious that the cloud was a
man-made occurrence caused by a rocket explosion.

In a 1996 letter to George Greene of Christian Awareness
Fellowship, Aden and Marjorie Meinel (authors of Sunsets,
Twilights and Evening Skies , and colleagues of Dr. McDonald
at the University of Arizona) said, “ Aden was involved with
the launch of rockets from Vandenburg AFB , California and
immediately recognized the McDonald cloud as from an
explosion of a rocket the afternoon of 28 February 1963. We
told McDonald of the event ...He was disappointed to learn
that it was only a man-made cloud.”

As shown, Dr. McDonald eventually became aware and
disappointed that the cloud was man -made, which may be
the reason he never issued a final report. Again, the same
website says a 1980 letter from McDonald’s colleague —Dr.
Batten—clarified his conclusion regarding the cloud.

In a letter dated June 5, 1980, from Dr. Louis Battan (then
Director of the University of Arizona Institute of Atmospheric
Physics) wrote, "He [Dr. McDonald] convinced himself and
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others here at the Institute  that the cloud was caused by the
release of water into the upper atmosphere by the detonation
of a rocket fired from V andenberg." In the mid-2000's, |
spoke with a colleague of Dr. McDonald (a professor emeritus of
whom I'm not at liberty to identify) who affirmed what Dr.
Battan had said.

Considering the above quotes, it appears Dr. McDonald
had concluded that the cloud shown in Life Magazine was
man-made. Yet, the leaders among Branham’s followers
continue to mislead Message Believers by referring to
McDonald’s initial interview in Life Magaizne where he
was clueless to the mysterious cloud’s formation.

Sadly, to this present time, Branham’s followers believe
there is no scienti fic explanation for the ring of cloud over
Arizona. Originally, on page 77 of Pearry Green’s 1969
book “The Acts of the Prophet” ¥, he said there was no
scientific explanation of the cloud.

Now | bring you starling news that there has been such a cloud
in this century — a cloud that cannot be explained by science.
If it could be explained by scientific principle then | couldn’t
believe what | do about it, but there is no explanation.

Nevertheless, the facts shows that since 1963 several
distinguished astronomers and colleagues of Dr. McDonald
had already provided scientific explanati ons regarding the
three (3) sepa rate appearances of clouds in that same year.
Yet, during a sermon published on YouTube in 2013, Perry
Green continued to tell his church that there was no
scientific answer. [

Dr. McDonald even writing about it says there is no way even
if that was caused by a rocket that had exploded could it travel
in the atmosphere where ther e is no wind and move that 500 to
600 miles to be photographed that day. He gives no answer. In
fact, in the Science and Weatherw ise, he says “there is no
answer.”

As shown, Pearry Green misinforms his congregation
about Dr. Mc Donald’s conclusion regarding the cloud. The
very reports Green mentioned in the above quote in Science
Magazine and Weatherwise were previously shown on
pages 16-18. In those reports, McDonald never said that
there was no wind. Neither did he say that there was no
answer. Rather, the reports show that he wa s inconclusive as
to the wind speed, and whether the cloud’s formation was an
unknown phenomenon or caused by a destroyed Thor
missile launched from Vandenberg Air Force Base.

But, as shown above, McDonald’s colleagues at the
University of Arizona said he finally concluded that the
cloud was caused by a rocket fired from Vandenberg.

Wikipedia provides a list of Thor launches between
1960 and 1969. B¢l As shown below, record shows the
launch and failure of a Thor missile  from Vandenberg Air
Force Base on February 28, 1963. However, the time differs
from the one Dr. McDonald received by direct inquiry of the
Office of Naval Research in Pasadena—from Mr. E. E.
Clary, Chief Scientist at Vandenberg, who provided
unclassified information on this flight (see page 16). As



stated in the inquiry, the booster was destroyed at an altitude
of 146,000 ft, almost directly over head and slightly south of
Vandenberg AFB at 1352 PST (1:52 pm).
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Furthermore, record from Encyclopedia Astronautica
shows several launches from Vandenberg on February 28,
1963. As shown below, a Thor rocket launch failed. (571

1963 February 28 - . Launch Site: Vandenberg.

First use of a Thrust-Augmented-Thor/Agena -

. Nation: USA. Summary: First use of a Thrust-Augmented-
Thor/Agena space booster at Vandenberg.

1963 February 28 - . 09:02 GMT - . Launch

Site: Vandenberg. Launch Complex: Vandenberg. 576A3. LV
Family: Atlas. Launch Vehicle: Atlas D. LV Configuration: Atlas D
188D.

NTMP K-10 ABM test - . Nation: USA. Agency: USAF

SAC.. Apogee: 1,800 km (1,100 mi).

1963 February 28 - . 21:48 GMT - . Launch

Site: Vandenberg.. Launch Complex: Vandenberg SLC1E.. LV
Family: Delta. Launch Vehicle: Thor Agena D SLY-2 A/D. LV
Configuration: Thor SLV-2A Agena D 354 / Agena D 1159 (No
solids). FAILURE: Failure. Failed Stage: U.

KH-4 9052 - . Payload: KH-4 s/n 9052. Mass: 1,500 kg (3,300
Ib). Nation: USA. Agency: USAF. Class: Surveillance. Type: Military
surveillance satellite. Spacecraft: KH-4. Decay Date: 1963-02-28
. COSPAR: F630228A. Summary: KH-4. Mission failed.

SRV 610 - . Nation: USA. Agency: USAF. Spacecraft: KH-

4. COSPAR: F630228B.

Although strong evidence s clearly shows the cloud in
Life Magazine was the aftermath of an exploded missile
launched from Vandenberg AFB, William Branham said the
vindication of this cloud along with his commission to
reveal the mysteries of the seven seals was  “Thus saith the
Lord” (we shall later prove that his “Thus saith the Lord”
were sometimes contradictory or did not come to pass).

I saw seven Angels come. Didn't Life magazine pack it, as
the fog of It floated across here, twenty -seven miles high,
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and thirty miles across? Is not Fred Sothmann, these other,
Gene Norman, them, setting back there? Stood right there
when them seven Angels appeared right there on the hill . It
shook the hills, for miles around, like that. T here stood seven
Angels. And throwed a sword in your hand, said, ""Go home
and open these Seven Seals that are given." And here they
are, the true mystery of marriage and divorce, and the
serpent's seed, and all of these things that's been fussed about.
It's THUS SAITH THE LORD. _The Easter Seal 04-10-65

Minister Branham said the angels in Arizona instructed
him to return to Jeffersonville to open the seven mysteries
of the seven seals. Yet, sermons preached on September
and November of 1962 showed that he intended to speak on
this subject after the renovation of his church.

And | think, if the Lord willing, 1 want to take, the next time
that we start, on the Seven Seals of Revelations , and the
seven natural seals. _In His Presence 09-09-62E

And this is suppose to be the time that 1'm to speak on those
seven last Seals. And they didn't get the church ready. And
there is something, hindrance, that's caused it. That, | think the
city is giving us a rough way, because of not adequate parking
room for the amount of people that we're... that the church
will hold. _Blasphemous Names 11-04- 62M

As shown, Minister Branham planned to speak on the
seven seals months before his vision of five angels (later
changed to seven 38) in December of 1962. Furthermore, he
had already scheduled the meeting for March 17-24 and
planned to return to Jeffersonville before he met any alleged
angels of God instructing him to return to reveal the hidden
mysteries of the seven seals on February 28, 1963. He spoke
of this planned meeting in a sermon preached on February
23, 1963.

| just got through going through them at my church. And
returning back now, beginning the 17th, to take the Seven
Seals. _A Door In A Door 02-23-63

The Cloud’s Vindication Revised

The undeniable evidences supporting the fact that
William Branham was not present on February 28, 1963
when the cloud in Life Magazine appeared caused the
leaders among his followers to devise another explanation .
In doing so, they had to contradict and deny every statement
he made about being present when this cloud appeared. The
fact that Branham was so wrong about his foremost
vindication, which resulted in a major revision of the story,
should cast doubt among his followers regarding his claims.

A key person to lead the task of revising Branham’s
mistaken claims was Rebekah Branham Smith, his eldest
daughter. In the final issue (June 1992) of her published
magazine called “Only Believe,” she wrote an article
entitled: "On the Road to Sunset." B9 In this article she
acknowledged the fact that hunting season began March 1,
1963 and her father was not present when the cloud
appeared on February 28, 1963.
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The 1963 hunting season for hunting javelina in Arizona
began the first of March and lasted for ten days. Normally,
Brother Branham_would have been on his way to Sunset for
opening day, but unexpectedly. He had been invited to
speak at a prayer gathering on the fourth of March in
Houston, Texas and he accepted. On the third he drove to
Houston with Billy Paul, preached the evening of the fourth,
and started home immediately after the service.

The above article acknowledged the fact that Bro.
Branham and company left for hunting after March 4, 1963.
When Rebekah wrote about the February 28 cloud that
appeared in the May edition of Life Magazine, the only
explanation she provided regarding the timing of the cloud
with her father’s hunting expedition is shown below.

Speaking to a small group of people that had gathered in the
home of Brother Tom Simpson, he explained, “ 1 looked to
see when it was, and it was time, same, about day or two
before, or, day or two after | was up there.” Several months
later, in Sierra Vista, Arizona, he clarified the event even
further by reminding his listeners that God always shows
his major events first in the heavens. “Did you notice,” he
commented, “before the seven seals were revealed, the great
mysterious Light showed forth in the heavens up here above
Tucson, where we were?”

In the above quote, Rebekah attempts to use a statement
made by her father on June 1, 1963 alluding to the fact that
he may have not been present when the cloud appeared.
However, Rebekah ignores all the quotes her father made
after that date, where he emphatically declared being present
when the cloud in Life Magazine appeared.

Furthermore, instead of simply acknowledging that her
father made a mistake, Rebekah attempts to use another
statement he made that allude to a speculative belief that the
seven angels appeared aweek ahead of his hunting trip as
vindication in the heavens. Nonetheless, she offers no
credible explanation why her father claimed to be present
when the cloud in Life Magazine appeared.

“Did you notice,” he commented, “before the seven seals were
revealed, the great mysterious Light showed forth in the
heavens up here above Tucson, where we were?”

Even Pearry Green, a very close friend and follower of
Branham, had to acknowledge he was not present when the
cloud appeared on February 28, 1963. During a sermon
preached at his church , Pastor Green said he inquired of the
hunting season for javelina pigs for that year in Arizona
because a critic said it was between March 5 and March 14.
The critic said Branham was hunting out of seaso n if he was
there in February. In attempting to prove the critic wrong,
Green discovered that hunting season began in March and
Branham was not present during the cloud’s appearance. [

According to Green’s sermon, Gene Norman said he
and Bro. Branham left Houston on March 4 ™ got back to
Tucson on the 5 ™, and went hunting on the 6 ™. (611 But, of
course, Green recites Rebekah’s excuse to justify Branham’s
absence when the cloud in Life Magazine appeared. [62

Also, Green had to revise his 1969 book “The Acts of
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the Prophet™ in 1993 to correct the discrepancy. But, after a
former follower and member of Green’s church wrote a
letter to him exposing the subtle changes made to the book
without acknowledging the previous errors, [ he rewrote
the revision. 64

However, in a sermon posted on YouTube in 2013,
Pearry publically acknowledges his early discrepancies in
the dates. [®°I%] Regarding the original date of ~Branham’s
hunting in the book , Green wrote: (1) “The date was
February 28, 1963.” The revision said:  (2) “It was the pig
season of 1963.” The final revision read: (3)”The date was
March 7, 1963.” [671(681[69]

In attempting to defend the date discrepancies, Green
mentions during the same sermon that Bro. Branham never
said he was present on February 28 when the cloud in Life
magazine appeared. But instead, Green repeatedly quote
Branham’s initial response on June 1, 1963 where he says
the cloud appeared two days before or after he went hunting
(discussed soon). [l This statement in untrue because in
Branham next sermon on June 23, 1963 and until his death
in 1965, he repeatedly told followers that he was present.

It was on the Associated Press. How many saw, "A mysterious

cloud in the sky"? You see the hands. And now the Life
magazine picked it up . And | have the —the article here this

morning, in the Life magazine, of to show. Now here Itis, the
same time | was there . See the pyramid of the Cloud? | was
standing just below this. _Standing In The Gap 06-23- 63 M

Later, the Angels appea red as was prophesied. And at the
same time, a great cluster of Light left where | was standing,
and moved thirty miles high in the air, and around the circle,
like the wings of the Angels, and drawed into the skies a
shape of a pyramid in the same constellation of Angels that
appeared. Science took the picture, all the way from Mexico,
as it moved from northern Arizona, where the Holy Spirit said
I would be standing, "forty miles northeast of Tucson." And it
went into the air, and Life magazine packed the pictures, _It
Is The Rising Of The Sun 4-18-65M

Furthermore, during the same sermon, Pearry Green
briefly mentions a 1989 article in the Russ  ian’s magazine
“Pravada,” where cosmonauts reportedly saw seven angels
in space. When listening to  Pastor Green, you would think
the cosmonauts saw these seven angels during Branham  ’s
1963 hunting trip in Arizona. However, this incident
occurred in the summer of 1985, nearly twenty years after
Branham’s death in December of 1965. [1172]

Also, during a recorded interview, George Smith
(Rebekah’s husband) acknowledged that his father-in-law
was absent when the cloud appeared. ¥l Although some
followers are beginning to accept the inescapable fact that
Branham was not present when the clo ud in Life magazine
appeared on February 28, 1963, they continue to defend the
occurrence as being seven angels and the face of Christ.
They continue to defend even though their prophet could not
discern this cloud was not present when he went hunting.
There is no mention of it when he preached the seven seals
between March 17 and March 24 of 1963.

Not only is there no mention of the cloud, but  when



examining Branham’s sermon on the Seventh Seal  starting
at paragraph 264, he seem to speak vaguely of being visited
by seven literal angels while hunting in Arizona.

Branham appears to be merely recalling the visitation of
seven angels seen in a vision months earlier. On December
30, 1962, he had spoken of this vision in the sermon “Is This
The Sign of The End, Sirs?” Then, during his sermon on the
seventh seal, he appears to be retelling that vision and
interpreting the seven angels he had seen as representing the
opening of the seven seals because each of them allegedly
revealed the mystery behind each one.

264 Now, notice, remember the vision of the constellation?
Charlie, I... Here you are. Something going on, | told you, this
week that you... It's been all around you, but | wonder if you
noticed it. Remember the constellation of the vision of the
Angels when 1 left here to go to Arizona? You remember,
"What Time Is It, Sirs?"" Do you remember that? Notice,
there was only one great burst of thunder, and seven Angels
appeared. Is that right? One burst of thunder, seven Angels
appeared. And | saw the Lamb when He had opened the First
Seal, and | heard as it was a voice o f a thunder, and one of the
four beasts said, Come and see. Notice, one thunder, seven
messages that's been sealed up and cannot be revealed until the
last day, at this age. See what | mean? Now, have you noticed
the mysterious parts of this week? That's what it is. That's
what it's been. It's been, not a human being, a man ; it has been
the Angels of the Lord. The Seventh Seal 03-24-63E

Therefore, when speaking of the seven angels beginning
at paragraph 264, it appears that Branham is not speaking of
their literal visitation while hunting in Arizona but he is
merely recalling the earlier vision in December of 1962. Did
you notice how many time he used the word “remember”
when referring to his vision in December?

So then, did seven angels literally appear to Branham in
Arizona? He does not plainly say this in his March 24, 1963
sermon on the Seventh Seal. Instead, he kept referring to the
seven angels in the December vision of 1962.

As stated, Branham appears to be interpreting the
opening of the seven seals as being the fulfillment of the
vision he had of the seven angels in December (originally 5
angels — discussed later). However, after Branham saw the
cloud in Life Magazine in May of 1963, he began to clearly
speak of the literal visitation of seven angels in his June 23,
1963 sermon “Standing in the Gap.”

And now the Life magazine picked it up . And I have the —the
article here this morning, in the Life magazine, of to show. Now
here Itis, the same time | was there . See the pyramid of the
Cloud? | was standing just below this. _06-23-63M

Since June 23, 1963, Branham’s followers believed his
account of the cloud that he was present on February 28,
1963. That is, until his daughter had no choice except to
acknowledge this error in 1992 . However, this apparent
error has recently resurfaced since 2012 because websites of
former Message Believers have caused many followers of
Branham to become aware of this blunder.

As aresult , Branham’s followers are backpedaling as
they attempt to offer plausible reasons for his many
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discrepancies regarding t he cloud shown in Life Magazine.
As stated, these followers’ revised explanations have clearly
contradicted the very words of their vindicated prophet.

Because the overwhelming evidences are irrefutably
conclusive that Branham was not present when the cloud in
Life Magazine appeared, many followers no longer try to
defend that he was hunting on February 28, 1963 when it
appeared. Rather, they are attempting to ignore or downplay
Branham’s repeated statements on recorded tapes that he
was present. They are subtly shifting the debate to focus on
Rebekah and Pearry Green’s explanation, which says the
cloud was a sign in the heavens that the prophet was going
to meet those angels when he went hunting a week later.

Another recent account offered by George Smith during
his videotaped interview is contradictory and confusing. He
believes the alleged angels in Life Magazine  appeared on
February 28, 1963 and Branham went hunting after
departing from Houston on March 4, 1963. However, Smith
said when the prophet went hunting on  March 8, 1963, he
saw the seven angels that appeared on February 28 in
another dimension. [4]

Furthermore, during George Smith’s interview, he spoke
of some followers who believe William Branham was both
in Houston and Arizona simultaneously on February 28,
1963. George disagreed with this fanciful viewpoint even
though his explanation is also farfetched.

The aforementioned author, who first uncovered the
cloud discrepancy in 1977, mentioned in his book that he
called the men (Gene Norman and Fred Sothmann) who
went hunting with Branham during the alleged visitation of
angels and asked if they saw anything. [

Now it is stated that WMB had his ' angelic' experience on
March 8, 1963, which flies in the face of what WMB himself
always said. WMB tied his experience to the cloud of Feb. 28,
1963. Only Believe now has WMB saying that the cloud
appeared before the actual event. ‘God always shows His major
events first in the heavens.” That means the ‘angels’ did not, on
Feb. 28, 1963, pick him up into the constellation. ~ Thus, they
did not then give him the revelation of the Seven Seals. Some
of those present during these alleged events were phoned by
this author and a friend. When asked if they had seen
anything, they replied in the negative.

In 1992 (the year Branham’s daughter acknowledged he
was not present when the cloud appeared ), a woman called
Gene Norman, Fred Sothman, and Lee Vayle. She had a
taped interview by telephone with each one regarding the
cloud controversy (see endnote for audio link) "8 Gene and
Fred were the two men who allegedly witnessed the angels
and loud boom when hunting with Branham in March 1963.
Lee was also a close friend of Branham and assisted him in
writing a book entitled “An Exposition of the Seve n Church
Ages,” which was published in 1965.

The woman on the tape wasa  Message Believer. She
appeared to be concerned about the reported discrepancies
that Branham was not present when the cloud appeared. She
called these men in hope of finding  credible answer s that
would relieve her fears. Instead, the only answer s she got
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from Gene and Fred were excuses of not remembering
certain facts pertaining to that time. It was obvious from the
interview that these men were trying to cover -up something.
Branham’s supposed two witnesses were afraid to talk and
kept deflecting the woman’s questions.

Lee Vayle told the woman during their interview that he
tried to talk with Gene Norman about the discrepancies
surrounding Bro. Branham and the cloud . But, he refused to
discuss the matter. After the interviews, the audio taped
closes with a portion of Vayle’s sermon  preached decades
later where he explains that Bro. Branham was in Houston
when the cloud appeared on February 28, 1963. He said this
issue baffled him for 44 years . Vayle attempted to provide a
probable answer to this discrepancy by quoting Branham
saying God declares in the heavens before  he shows it on
earth. That is, before the angels appeared to him on March 7,
they appeared in the sky on February 28, 1963.

Thus, Lee Vayle gave the same explanation provided by
Rebekah Smith and Pearry Green , which is often used by
Branham’s followers. Nonetheless, the very explanation
they used that God always shows his major events first in
the heaven, and then on the earth was adopted from a
woman astrologist (stargazer), who observed the stars to
predict people’s future. She made this statement when
telling Branham he was born under a certain star. As we
shall later study, t his practice is clearly condemned in the
Bible (see Isaiah 47:12-14 and “observer of times” in Deut.
18:10). She told Branham that God declares things in the
heavens before doing so on the earth (further details later).

She said, "Well, what is a wise man?"  She said, "The same
thing that | am an_astrologist, 'stargazer’ they call them."
And she said, "You know, before God does anything in—in
the earth, He always declares it in the heaven , and then on
the earth.” And | said, "l don't know. _How The Angel Came
To Me, And His Commission 01-17-55

Well, what about Jesus Christ? A star did appear during
his birth. Yes, but this likely happened to symbolize the
fulfillment of Numbers 24:17, where it says: *“...there shall
come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of
Israel....” Nonetheless, did the scriptures show heavenly
signs during the birth of Moses, Elijah, Jeremiah, or other
great prophets and apostles of the Bible? No!

So then, it can be easily proven by scriptures that God
do not show every major earthly event first in the heavens
as this woman astrologist falsely claimed. Actually, in
Jeremiah 10:1-2, God warned his people not to be dismayed
at the signs of heaven as do the heathens.

Hear ye the word which the LorD speaketh unto you, O house
of Israel: thus saith the LorD, Learn not the way of the heathen,
and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven ; for the heathen
are dismayed at them.

Once again, in Matthew 16:1 -4, Jesus Christ told many
religious leaders that a wicked and adulterous generation
seeks for a sign from heaven.

The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting
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desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven. He
answered and said unto them ...A wicked and adulterous
generation seeketh after a sign ; and there shall no sign be
given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left
them, and departed.

So then, even though scriptures warn against astrology,
stargazing, and observing signs from heaven to predict the
future: Branham adopted this astrologist unbiblical concept
as his own revelation. Sadly, Branham’s followers use it
when defending his discrepancies regarding the cloud.

God always declares it by His celestial bodies before He
makes it known to the earth . God writes it in the heavens
_The Great Shining Light 12-22-57

That day they took pictures all across southern United States
and Mexico. There it hangs now in the Life Magazine, still a
mystery to them. But He declares it in the heavens before He
does it on earth. He always does that. He shows His signs in
the heavens first. _ Shalom 01-12-64

After considering the foremost explanation circulating
among Branham’s followers attempting to justify his cloud
discrepancies, they have no credible evidence supporting
their assumptions. As stated, even Dr. James McDonald,
who was interested in UFOs and initially investigated this
cloud, eventually lost interest in further examining the
occurrence as being extraterrestrial or supernatural.

As stated, after seeing the picture of the cloud in Life’s
magazine, Rebekah said her father’s initial statement on
June 1, 1963 was that it could have appeared the same day
or two days before or after his hunting trip, as shown below.

I come, one thing, was by a vision, that | was standing above
Tucson up here when a—a—a blast went off. Well, Brother Fred
was there when it went off. And  they took that picture now ,
you know, in the sky. And I didn't think much about it, never
noticed it. So it begin to impress me somehow, other day. And
Brother Norman, Norma's father here, told me,  said, "Did you
notice this?" And just as | looked, right there was them Angels
just as plain as They could be, setting right there in that
picture. See? I looked to see when it was, and it was time, same,
about day or two before, or, day or two after | was up there .
I looked where it was at. " Northeast of Flagstaff, or Prescott,
which is below Flagstaff." Well, that's just ~ where we wa s at,
see, just exactly. _Come, Follow Me 06-01-63

If Branham was hunting in the mountains two days
before the cloud, the date would be February 26, 1963, and
two days after would have been March 2, 1963. Branham
clearly knew he was not present when that cloud appeared .
Furthermore, in the above quote, Branham acknowledged
the fact that the cloud appeared northeast of Flagstaff , but
inaccurately says it appeared at the place where he was
hunting. Branham went hunting nearly 200 mile away north
of Tucson (Rattlesnake Mesa or Sunset Peak vicinities).

So then, our research has shown that Branham was
wrong in two significant points concerning the cloud. First,
he was not present when the cloud appeared on February,
28, 1963, even though he claimed to be there.



And now the Life magazine picked it up . And | have the —the
article here this morning, in the Life magazine, of to show. Now
here Itis, the same time | was there. See the pyramid of the

Cloud? I was standing just below this . _Standing In The Gap
06-23-63M

And science is baffled. Standing right under where it was
happening there... Now science took the picture of It, you
seen It, went on Associated Press. They didn't know what It was.
There is a Cloud hanging, twenty -six miles high. That's fifteen

miles, or twenty, above even where vapor is at. They don't know
what it's all going about, and they are trying to i nvestigate
It. And there, right under It, I was standing . _O Lord, Just

Once More 06-28-63M

Go to Tucson; foretell it before it happened. Stand north of
Tucson, witnesses standing here with it _, when a blast come,
that shook the mountains off the ground, almost. And at the
same time, a circle of Light hanging yonder in the air, when the
science took the pictures now. _Third Exodus 06-30-63M

Like the March 17th, the March issue of the  Life magazine,
you seen that circle of Light in the skies, thirty miles high,
twenty-seven miles across. Why, moisture is only about nine
miles high, and they can't even make up what it was. And right
standing beneath that, a man that is sitting right present now,
was right standing there by me, when seven Angels come
down from God, visibly standing right there, and told me
about the end time, and these revelations and things of the
Book of Revelation, the Seven Seals, and said, "Return home,
and one by one will bring the Message." _Testimony 11-28-63

Secondly, the cloud never appeared in the vicinity
where Branham later hunted. But, it appeared nearly 200
miles away in Flagstaff, Arizona after traveling west to east
from Vandenberg AFB in California. This cloud continued
to travel eastward to the northwest of Winslow, Arizona;
which is nearly 57 miles from Flagstaff. Both cities are
nearly paralleled

As stated on page 18, the latitude for Vandenberg AFB,
where the cloud originated, is 34.7328° N. This latitude is
nearly paralleled to Flagstaff (35.1992° N) where the picture
in Life Magazine was initially photographed after traveling
from Vandenberg and becoming visible during sunse t. The
latitude for Winslow is 35.0242 ° N, which nearly parallels
the other two locations, as shown in the air/drive route map
below (Map data: Google, INEGI) .

Visdeshery W Flagstat!

w -

Il l — -

Winsjow

Nonetheless, William Branham said the cloud appeared
over Phoenix and Tucson, which were in a southerly
direction from Flagstaff. This city ( Flagstaff) i s 144 miles
from Phoenix and Tucson neary 200 miles away.
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The Life magazine packed an article of it, "Mystic circle of
Light goes up in the air  above Tucson and Phoenix,” in the
same way that | told you nearly a year before it happened, how it
would be, and like a triangle. The picture hangs in the church
down there. You that took that magazine has it. There it was,
just exactly. _This Day This Scripture Is Fulfilled 02-19-65

Because of Branham’s statement, his followers believe
the cloud literally appeared over the cities of Phoenix and
Tucson. Nevertheless, the cloud ( evidently the aftermath of
a destroyed missile in California) was traveling west to east .
But, they actually believe this cloud stopped this eastward
movement and left Flagstaff, Arizona traveling nearly 144
miles in a southerly direction to Phoenix, and then journeyed
an additional 60 miles to where Branham later hunted 40
miles north of Tucson.

Moreover, Branham’s followers may believe the cloud
appeared in Tucson becaus e Life Magazine also shows
photographs of the cloud in cities south of Flagstaff, which
are Prescott and Phoenix (see page 11).

These three photographs do not imply that the cloud
appeared in Phoenix, but rather it was photographed from
that city. As stated on page 17, Dr. McDonald said in his
Weatherwise’s report that the cloud in Flagstaff, Arizona
was seen in an area of nearly 200,000 square miles in the
southwest, which covers a few states. McDonald said he
first saw the cloud from Tucson (hot over Tucson).

At sunset on 28 February 1963, observers scattered over an
area of nearly two hundred thousand square milesin the
Southwest witnessed a strikingly beautiful cloud display. After
three months of effort to determine just what it was that caught
their eyes, | am still not sure myself, though the number of
pertinent clues has now grown fairly large. Many persons at first
thought it just a large contrail, as | did when first viewing it
from Tucson.

After the cloud left Flagstaff, the three pictures shown
in Life Magazine (see page 11) were photographed within
20 minutes of each other. The cloud could not travel to these
three cities in that amount of time. As stated in Life
Magazine, the cloud was photographed northeast of Prescott
at 6:10 pm, north of Phoenix at 6:15 pm, and west ~ -north-
west (hwn) of Winslow at 6:30 pm.

Please notice, the locations given in Life Magazine
shows the cloud was photographed ““‘north” of Prescott and
Phoenix, but “northwesterly”” of Winslow. This projector
illustrates that the cloud never appeared in Prescott or
Phoenix, but located north of these cities.

The fact that the cloud was photographed northwesterly
of Winslow informs us that it was traveling parallel with
Flagstaff in a west to east direction. R ather than the cloud
traveling a north to south direction from Flagstaff to Prescott
and Phoenix, and then a south to north path as it returned to
Winslow within 20 minutes . That would be the scenario if
anyone think the cloud literally appeared in those three
cities, rather than being photographed from those locations.

So, if the cloud left Flagstaff and travelled 144 miles to
Phoenix in a southerly direction and additional 60 miles to
where Branham later hunted 40 miles north of Tucson, then
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it would have to travel back 200 miles in a northerly
direction to Winslow to continue its easter ly journey. None
of the official reports on pages 16 -21 shows this happening.
Branham’s followers made up the hypothetical scenario that
the cloud travelled from Flagstaff to Tucson in an attempt to
salvage his cloud vindication.

Itis difficult to believe that Branham did not know he
was not present when the cloud appeared on February 28,
1963. Branham knew hunting season began on March 1,
1963 and this event occurred after leaving Houston, Texas
on March 4, 1963. But yet, he still was  willing to say the
picture was taken during his hunting trip.

As studied, Branham put much emphasize on this cloud
featured in Life Magazine. It was supposed to be  the main
vindication commissioning him to open the seven sealed
book in Revelation 5:1 as the messenger of Malachi 4:5 -6,
Luke 17:30, Revelation 3:14, and Revelation 10:1-7.

So then, how could Branham not discern these two
significant errors that he wa not present when the cloud
appeared and it never appeared in the area where he later
hunted? Two hundred miles away is a significant distant.
Then, there is the likelihood Branham knew of McDonald’s
1963 reports stating that the cloud may be the resulto  fa
destroyed Thor missile. How? Because after seeing the
picture in May of 1963, Branham told Bro. Norman: “Gene,
why don’t you go down and tell that McDonald.” [']

Nonetheless, Branham never corrected the clear -cut
errors about the cloud in Life Magazine and his whereabouts
on February 28, 1963. So then, no matter what explanation
Branham’s followers offers, or excuses they present, or how
far they are wil ling to downplay these errors, or willing to
contradict their prophet to provide a feasible answers for his
discrepancies: the clear evidence shows that he was wrong
about “when” and “where” the cloud appeared. Also, as we
shall later prove, Branham was co nsistently error prone and
wrong in so many areas. Sadly, his testimonies are
unreliable and cannot be fully trusted.

The Cloud’s Origin: Does it Really Matter?

As studied, there is no credible evidence connecting
William Branham to the cloud shown in Life Magazine.
Does it matters? Yes! Because his main vindication to being
commissioned by God to open the seven seals is disproved .
But, the question perhaps lingering in the minds of many
people: “Was the cloud’s origin natural or supernatural?”

As stated, Dr. James McDonald was seriously involved
in UFOs studies and believed in extraterrestrial activities. In
1968, he testified before a U.S. congressional hearing
regarding this subject. But, his beliefs in UFOs eventually
led to professional discreditation and isolation.

Again, in 1970, Dr. McDonald appeared before a U.S.
congressional committee to protest the building of
supersonic transport jets. However, during the hearing, he
was publically mocked, humiliated, and laughed at for
believing in UFOs. These circumstances, coupled with
professional isolation and a divorce, may have led to his
suicidal death in 1971. 78

However, during a sermon published on YouTube in
2013, Perry Green attempted to twist the personal issues that
may have led to McDonald’s untim ely death by implyin g
that his statements about the cloud as being superstition was
responsible. [®1 Well, the question we must now ask: “If
McDonald’s rejection of the cloud as a supernatural
phenomenon and vindication of William Branham caused
his premature death, then why did his colleagues who also
came to the same conclusion, lived very long productive
lives into their eighties and nineties?” See endnotes [“51461[47]

As stated, since 1963 Dr. McDonald’s colleagues had
provided scientific explanati ons regarding the three (3)
separate appearances of clouds in that same year . But now,
since the discovery of discrepancies involving Branham and
the cloud have been acknowledged by leaders of “The
Message” since 1992 , Green continued to mislead his
church. How? By saying there was no scientific explanation
for the cloud during his 2013 sermon, as stated on page 20.

Moreover, Green attempted to promote fear among
parishioners to ignore any scie ntific explanation and accept
the cloud as vindication of Branham’s commission to open
the seven seals. How? By implying that they may suffer the
fate of McDonald if they speak against it . But, scriptures
warn God’s people not to fear a prophet or person when they
are wrong (Deut. 18:20-22; Prov. 29:25; Isa. 29:13; 57:11).

Nevertheless, in providing an answer to the cloud’s
origin, let us say it was a supernatural phenomenon and
disregard the facts that (1) Branham was not present when it
appeared, (2) it never appeared in the place where he  later
hunted, but nearly 200 miles away, and (3) credible
scientific data suggest it was the aftermath of a faulty Thor
missile launched from Vanderberg Air Force Base.

Even so, as we shall soon study, Branham practically
borrowed his entire teachings on the seven seals from past
biblical authors. So then, even if the cloud was super natural,
it provided no proof that he was commissioned to reveal the
seals. Why? Because this information was already written in
well-known books before his birth or becoming a teenager.

The Cloud: Does it Defy Warning in Matthew 24:23-28?

So then, i f all the above facts were ignored, would this
prove the cloud was from God? No, because Jesus Christ
forewarned us that false Christs and false prophets shall
show great signs in the last days to deceive many people .
The Savior also warned us not to believe anyone who says
he is in the desert (even the Arizona desert).

Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, HERE IS CHRIST,
or there; BELIEVE IT NOT. For there shall arise false Christs,
and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders,
insomuch that, ifit were possible, they shall deceive the very
elect. Behold, | have told you before . Wherefore if they shall
say unto you, Behold, HE IS IN THE DESERT ; GO NOT
FORTH: behold, ke is in the secret chambers ; BELIEVE IT
NOT. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth
even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be. For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be
gathered together. Matt. 24:23-28




The main argument of Branham and his followers is that
Christ supernaturally appeared in the cloud over Arizona.
However, in view of the above scripture s, Jesus Christ
warns his followers NOT TO BELIEVE this report.

And the other day, standing there, turned  the picture to the
right, and there is Jesus as He was in the Seven Church Ages,
the white wig on, showing Supreme Deity. He's Alpha and
Omega; He's the First and the Last; He is the Supreme Judge of
all Eternity, standing there, confirm the Message of this hour.
_What Is The Attraction On The Mountain? 07-25-65E

And then see those seven Angels come down there on top of
that mountain yonder in Arizona , when even the magazines
across the nation's packed It. To see Jesus Himself there in the
skies, looking down, and saying that, "In the Revelation 10:7, in
the seventh angel's Message, these seals would be opened, the
mysteries of God would be made known. _Maodern Events Are
Made Clear By Prophecy 12-06-65

Branham Misinterpreted the Eagles and Carcass

Not only did Branham say Jesus personally appeared in
the sky over the mountains of Arizona, which we are told by
Christ not to believe, he often misapplied the scripture in
Matthew 24:28. How? Branham did so by saying the eagles
represent those who believe his end time message, wh ich he
identifies as the carcass—food for eagles.

Matthew 24:28: (The person's coming right down. They never
signed it; yesthey did. | beg your pardon. | won't call these
names, because it's not necessary. See?) Matthew 24:28: "'For
wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles be gathered
together." Who is the carcass and who are the eagles? Now,
that's a good question, nothing wrong with that. What is the
carcass? The carcass is what the eagles feed on. Now, a eagle is
considered in the Bible, a prophet. A prophet is the eagle. God—
God calls Himself a eagle, and we're "eaglets" then, the —the
believers. You see? And what is the carcass that they feed on?
Is the Word . Wherever the Word is, the true nature of the bird
will show itself. _Questions And Answers #1, 08-23-64M

No, sir. We got fresh Food today; that's the Word that's
promised to this hour be made manifest in this hour . That's
where the eagles are, where the carcass is.  We can stay a long
time on that, but I'm sure you und erstand what | mean.
_Questions And Answers #1 08-23-64M

Wherever the Eagles are, they'll follow that Food . Whether It
comes by a tape, or whether It comes by a word or a testimony,
Eagles will follow It to Its headquarters. For It is written,
"Where the Carcass is, there the Eagles will gather.”  Dear
Jesus, we know that Thou art the Carcass that we eat . Thou
art the Word, and the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.
We pray, God, that as we scatter the Word, that the true
Eagles will find It. _Ashamed 07-11-65

As shown, Branham misinterpreted the eagle and carcass
of Matthew 24:28 while inserting himself. He actually
referred to Jesus and the word of God as being the carcass
(dead body or corpse). By doing so, he negated the intended
warning that would identify the return of the Lord Jesus and
expose false Christs. Why do | say this? Well, when our
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Savior returns to the earth acc ording Revelation 19:11-21, it
will not be his alleged appearance in a disputed cloud in
Arizona that happened over 56 years ago. Nor will Christ’s
return be an alleged prophet claiming to fulfill his Son of
man coming of Luke 17:30, which pertain to his | iteral
bodily return in 1 Thesslaonians 1:7-10.

Instead, when the true Christ returns to fulfill the
above scriptures, the entire world will know. How? In
Matthew 24:28, Jesus said wherever the dead bodies
(carcass) are located, there will the eagles (vultures) gather.
This verse is referring to Armageddon (Rev. 16:14-16), the
place where the Lord Jesus shall return to overthrow Satan
and the world’s powers, as shown below.

And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in

righteousness he doth judge and make war...And he hath
on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. Revelation 19:11,16

And | saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a
loud voice, sayingto ALL THE FOWLS [eagles, vultures]
that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves
together unto the supper of the great God; that ye may eat
THE FLESH [carcass] of kings, and THE FLESH [carcass]
of captains, and THE FLESH [carcass] of mighty men, and
THE FL ESH [carcass] of horses, and of them that sit on
them, and THE FLESH [carcass] of all men, both free and
bond, both small and great. And | saw the beast, and the kings
of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war
against him that sat on  the horse, and against his army. And
the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that
wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them
that had received the mark of the beast, and them that
worshipped his image. These both were cast alive i nto a lake
of fire burning with brimstone. And the remnant were slain
with the sword of him that sat upon the horse |,
which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and ALL THE
FOWLS [eagles, vultures] WERE FILLED WITH THEIR
FLESH [carcass]. Revelation 19:17-21

Considering the above verses, the eagles mentioned in
Matthew 24:28 are vulturous birds that will eat the dead
bodies of those slain by Christ during his literal return to the
earth at Armageddon. Actually, Leviticus 11:13-14 listed
eagles and vultures in the same family.

And these are they which ye shall have in abomination among
the fowls; they shall not be eaten, they  are an abomination:
the eagle, and the ossifrage, and the ospray, and the vulture,

and the kite AFTER HIS KIND.

Thus, Jesus warned true followers that his return will be
preceded by people attempting to deceive the elect by saying
he is in the desert or a secret chamber. However, the genuine
Christ will return in the sky with a great display of power at
Armageddon that cannot be imitated by the false signs of
Satan and false Christs (Matt. 24:24).

In Matthew 24:27, Jesus says his literal return to the
earth will be similar to a bolt of lightning crossing the sky
from east to west (discussed later). Also, Revelation 1:7 says
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when he comes in the clouds: “...every eye shall see
him...and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of
him. Even so, Amen.”

So then, when Jesus return the entire world shall see
him and all people of the earth will mourn. During this time,
Christ’s prophecy “For wheresoever the carcase is, there
will the eagles be gathered together ,” will be fulfilled. H is
literal physical return will be accompanied by vulturous
birds gathering together at Armageddon to eat the carcasses
(Jer. 16:4; 19:7; 34:20) of those slain by him As shown
below, Jesus appears to be quoting from the book of Job
when speaking of the eagles as vulturous birds gathering
around the slain prey. Notice the similarity.

Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest
on high? She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of
the rock, and the strong place. ~ From thence she seeketh the
prey, and her eyes behold afar off. Her young ones also suck
up blood: and WHERE THE S LAIN [carcass] ARE,
THERE IS SHE [eagles be gathered together]. Job 39:27-30

For WHERESOEVER THE CARCAS S [slain] IS, THERE
WILL THE EAGLES BE gathered together. Matt. 24:23-28

Agsin, in comparing scriptures, Matthew 24:28 says of
the vultures (eagles): “...there will the eagles be gathered
together,” While Revelation 19:17 says of the wvultures:
“...Come and gather yourselves together....”” DO you see
it? One of the sign of Jesus’ literal return to the earth will be
eagles gathering at Armageddon to eat the dead bodies of
the slain rebellious armies of the entire world.

Therefore, until the events described above happens,
Jesus warned his people not to believe anyone saying he is
in the desert or on the earth. As we shall later study, many of
Branham’s followers believe the cloud in Arizona to be the
second coming (parousia) of Christ. Why? Mainly because
Branham believed Christ was re vealing himself through his
ministry to fulfill Luke 17:30, where Jesus says: ““Even thus
shall it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed.”

Branham followers believe Jesus Christ has revealed
himself to them through his ministry (more details later).
But, the prophecy in Luke 17:30 has nothing to do with
Branham, but will be literally fulfilled in 2 Thessalonians
1:7-10, as shown below. According to these scriptures, Jesus
“shall be revealed from heaven > when he returns with his
mighty angels in flaming fire to take vengeance on the
rebellious people of the earth (discussed later).

But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained FIRE
and brimstone from heaven, and DESTROYED them
all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is
REVEALED. Luke 17:30

And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord
Jesus [Son of man — Dan. 7:13] shall be REVEALED from
heaven with his mighty angels, in FLAMING FIRE taking
VENGEANCE on them that know not God, and that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:  who shall be
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord, and from the glory of his power;when he shall
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come to be glorified in his saints, and to b e admired in all
them that believe (because our testimony among you was
believed) in that day. 2 Thessalonians.1:7-10

As shown above, the similarities between Luke 17:30
and 2 Thessalonians 1:7 -10 are evident. Both verses use the
word “revealed” to describe Christ sudden visible
appearance from heaven in the sight of humanity, as
Revelation 1:7 says every eyes shall see him.

Again, these verses speak of Jesus’ visible return being
accompanied by fire to destroy the wicked, as God did in the
days of Sodom (Gen. 19:22 -29). During this return, Daniel
7:13 calls him the “Son of man.” The horrendous destruction
described in the above scriptures has not yet happened

So then, Branham misapplied Matthew 24:28 by saying
the eagles are those who believe his end time message. He
told followers that they were eating the freshly revealed
word (carcass or body) of Christ the Son of man (Luke
17:30) through his ministry. He falsely interpreted this verse
and negated Jesus’ intended warning not to believe anyone
on the earth that says he has arrived until the battle at
Armageddon. As shown below, vulturous birds will gather
at this battle to eat the dead bodies of those slain by him
Sadly, Branham said the opposite (more details later).

And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat
upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth:
and ALL THE FOWLS [eagles, vultures] WERE FILLED
WITH THEIR FLESH [carcass — dead bodies]. Rev. 19:21

Because the Lord Jesus warned us about false Christs
and false prophets performing miraculous signs in the last
days, supernatural phenomena cannot be the criteria by
which events or messages are deemed as being from God. It
is possible to manifest true gifts, do wonderful works in the
name of Jesus Christ, and still be unsaved, evil, and
condemned (Matt. 7:21 -23). Moreover, Satan is capable of
showing false signs to deceive (Deut. 13:1 -5; Matt. 24:24;
Acts 8:9-11; 13:6-12; 16:16; Rev. 13:13-14; 16:13-14).

Due to the fact that Satan can perform powerful signs
and lying wonders (2 Thess. 2:8), the best safeguard against
deception is believing sound biblical truths taught in the
Holy Scriptures (Isa. 8:19-20; 34:16; John 5:39; Luke 24:45;
Acts 13:11; 17:2; 18:28; 2 Tim. 3:14-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21).

So, if the cloud in Life Magazine is a supernatural sign,
as Branham and followers believe: how can we know that it
is from God? 1 John 4:1 tells believer s to try the spirits to
see whether they are from God because many false prophets
are in the world . How? Verse 6 says w e test these things by
the words that God gave unto the apostles—the Bible.

Therefore, based upon Matthew 24:23-28, we are
instructed by the Savior not to believe the cloud  shown in
Life Magazine to be him, nor his appearance , as claimed by
Branham and followers. Furthermore, to conclusively prove
whether Branham received the revelation of the seven seals
from seven angels of God who allegedly appeared and
formed Christ’s image in the cloud featured in Life
Magazine, we must closely examine the authenticity of his
sermons preached between March 17 and March 24 of 1963.



Chapter Two

The Seven Seals: Did William Branham Plagiarize Several Authors?

ased upon our study in C hapter One, William
Branham believed the appearance of an unusual
cloud on February 28, 1963 was formed by seven
angels that vindicated his opening of the seven
sealed book in God’s right hand. But, as our research has
proven, he was not p resent when this cloud appeared. Nor
did it appear in the vicinity where he later hunted The
cloud showed up about 200 miles away. Also, scientific
evidences support the fact that it was likely formed by a
destroyed missile launched from Vandenberg AFB.

But, the question we now ask: If this cloud was formed
by seven angels, as Branham and his followers claim, what
did they reveal? The belief is that these angels opened and
revealed to Branham the mysteries of the seven seals.

We find out that, during that time, | saw seven Angels in a—in
a form of a pyramid, that swept down and picked me up. And |
was brought East, to open the Seven Seals for God .
_Standing In The Gap 06-23-63M

I saw seven Angels come. Didn't Life magazine pack it, as the
fog of It floated across here, twenty-seven miles high, and
thirty miles across? Is not Fred Sothmann, these other, Gene
Norman, them, setting back there? Stood right there when
them seven Angels appeared right there on the hill. It shook
the hills, for miles around, like that. There stood seven Angels.
And throwed a sword in your hand, said, "Go home and open
these Seven Seals that are given."" And here they are, the true
mystery of marriage and divorce, and the serpent's seed, and all
of these things that's been fussed about. It's THUS SAITH
THE LORD. _The Easter Seal 04-10-65

"Return home. For, THUS SAITH THE LORD , the seven
mysteries that's been hid in the Bible all these years, these
denominations and everything, God is going to _open those
seven mysteries to us in the Seven Seals."” _What Is The
Attraction On The Mountain? 07-25-65E

Also, Branham told his trusting audience that God only
gave him the revelation of the seven seals.

And it only is to be revealed at the last day when this actual
Seal is broken.. _The First Seal 03-18-63

And then | thought, "Well, what is it, Lord?" And | walked up
and down the floor awhile. 1'd kneel down and pray, go back
and pick up the Bible, set down, and read, walk back and forth.
And then all of a sudden when | got quiet, here it just
unfolded like that. Then I'd grab a pen right quick, and go
to writing it down like that, whatever | was seeing and
doing, watching it like that till I got it wrote down. Then I'd
take the rest of the day and go down and chase this out and see
if it tied all the way down through the Scriptures. _The Seventh
Seal 03-24-63
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Notice, one thunder, seven messages that's been sealed up and
cannot be revealed until the last day, at this age. See what |
mean?_The Seventh Seal 03-24-63E

Now, the Seals had done been broke here. We're breaking
them now. _ The First Seal 03-18-63

William Branham Studied Many Commentaries

So then, did seven angels from God reveal to William
Branham the mysteries of the seven seals? Did he bring any
new revelation to this subject to prove that he was sent by
God to Jeffersonville to open their hidden  meanings? As
we will now prove, Branham got nearly all of his
understanding from well known Bible teachers of the past.
They wrote books and commentaries about the seven seals
before he was born or had become a teenager.

These men are Clarence Larkin (1850-1924), a very
distinguished and knowledgeable Bible teacher; Uriah
Smith (1832-1903), an educator and theologian of the
Seventh Day Adventist; Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916),
a restorationist and founder of a movement that later
became the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization; John Gill
(1697-1771), a noted biblical scholar and theologian ; and
Albert Barnes (1798-1870), a noted theologian.

As shown below, Branham only mentions some of
these men when disagreeing with their teachings, but fails
to mention them when using their information, as this study
shall prove. The quotes below validate that Branham may
have read all of their books or familiar with some of them.

I've been reading Dr. Larkin's book, Dr. Smith's book, Dr.
Scofield's notes, different commentaries from men
everywhere, and yet | cannot put theirs together to make it
come out right. See? So this week I'm planning on... Been
visiting the library in Kentucky on some of the ancient
astronomy of the calendars and times, and picking up from the
libraries and so forth all the ancient books that | can, and to —
what little 1 can do, and having my trust solemnly in Jesus
Christ to reveal it to me . _ Gabriel's Instructions To Daniel 07-
30-61M

And so, no doubt that down through the age there has been
hundreds times hundreds of people, scholars, abled men, trying
to explain what these seventy of weeks were. And  I've read
many of their commentaries on it. And I'm very grateful to
Mr. Smith of the Adventist church for his views . I'm very
grateful to Dr. Larkin of his views . I'm grateful to all these
great scholars for their views on this. And in reading them,
it enlightens me much that | can find places that looks right.
But to get the views that I thought that |1 would like to
explain, | searched through the encyclopedia of time to find out
what time meant. _The Seventieth Week Of Daniel 08-06-61
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Now, what does the white horse mean? Now, here's where the
revelation comes. I'm just as positive of this as I'm standing
here knowing this is the Word . I've read every book onit |
could find. And with a... I... The last time that | was —tried to
go through it, just teaching it, about thirty years ago, | took the
book... Somebody had to Id me that the Adventists had more
light on the second coming of Christ than any people that they
knowed, so | found some of their good books to read them. |
got Smith's book on ""Daniel's Revelation ." And he said this
white horse that went forth was white, and it symbolized a
conqueror, and in this conquering... Many of you Adventist
brethren here knows the book, and many of you others also by
reading it. And others, I read two or three of... | read when
the... I can't call... There's two more books read, and both
men agreed that that was right. That was fine teachers,
supposed to be some of the best with the best light. So |
thought, "Well, if I don't know, I'll just say what they said, try
to teach it that way." And they give a very good explanation of
it, what it really meant.... Now, that sounds very good, but it
isn't the Truth _The First Seal 03-18-63, Par. 264-265, 267

And | hope that people are spiritual . | would've had a horrible
mistake on that if it hadn't been about twelve o'clock today
when the Holy Spirit came in the room and corrected me on
something that | was writing down to say. | was taking it from
an old context. | had nothing on it | don't know what the
Second Seal is no more than nothing, but I'd got some old
contexts of something that I'd spoke o n several years ago and
wrote it down, and I'd gathered this context —context... And
Dr. Smith, many great outstanding teachers that 1—I'd
gathered, and all of them believed that, so I'd wrote it down.
And | was fixing to say, " Well, now I'll study it from that
standpoint."” And there about twelve o'clock in the daythe
Holy Spirit just swept right down into the room, and the whole
thing just opened up to me, and there it was ...?... of this—of
this First Seal being opened. _The First Seal 03-18-63

Here is where | differ with a precious brother, a teacher . And |
notice—I know | see some of his people setting here, that |
realize that this was a great teacher . He'sa doctorina —
doctor of divinity, and a Ph., LL.D., and he'sa—he's a real
good man too. | think he's gone on at this time, but he was a
good man and a good writer. And it's Brother Uriah Smith,
the author of '"Daniel of Revelation." Fifth Seal 03-22-63

Now, | have many fine Jehovah Witness friends sitting here.
It's all... Or have been. Maybe some of them's still Jehovah
Witness. But they've always applied (Mr. Russell did.) this
hundred and forty -four thousand to being the supernatural
Bride of Christ. See? They... It's not. It has nothing to do in the
church age at all . They're absolutely Israel . _The Seventh Seal
03-24-63

Now, you Adventist know that, you know Dr. Smith, and the
Home Bible Circle Readings and all that. | have them all in
my study, and all of Jehovah Witnesses and so forth like that.

Where—whenever they raise up, | know their points. _The
Mark Of The Beast And The Seal Of God 02-17-61#2

That’s where Russell got mixed up. Russell prophesied,
seeing this coming. He prophesied “it would be the coming of
the Lord Jesus,” not knowing that it was the —the sealing away
of the Church. See? Questions And Answers On Hebrews #1
09-25-57

And something strange going on every day... | would be
amazed to walk in the room and be there for a few minutes and
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see something just turn me completely around. And here,  I'd
go in there and pick up the notes. 1'd pick up books of Dr.
Smith, Uriah Smith , and oh, all the writers in there, and
read in—and read down in their books. I'd say, "Now, here's
the Sixth Seal; here's the Fourth Seal. Now, what does this man
say?" He'd say, "Well, it was this, that, or the other.” 1'd look
over here and get another man . He'd say that it was such -
and-such. And it looked like | just... It just didn't work right
_The Seventh Seal 03-24-63E

I had my own idea, as every minister does, of reading maybe
what other man had said; and believing as much as | possible,
with them, on the things that they had drawed up, their
conclusion. 1 had read the book of Mr. Smith, Uriah Smith
which is the Adventist teacher, and | had read his —his
thoughts on it. And | had read Mr. Larkin. | had read, oh, so
many different ones, of their commentaries on This. But,
somehow or other'n, | thought | had a—a little view of it,
myself, that might be of places different . _The Feast Of The
Trumpets 07-19-64

As shown, Branham read the books of Larkin, Smith,
Russell, and others . As this study shall prove, he followed
their understanding of the seven seals , seven church ages,
and 19 related subjects often viewed as his personal
revelations. As stated, Branham only mentioned their
names when pretending to disagree with their teachings on
the seals or other subjects regarding biblical prophecies.

Clarence Larkin wrote “The Book of Revelation” in
1919 and “Dispensational Truths” in 1920. Uriah Smith
wrote “Daniel and the Revelation” in 1897 . Charles Taze
Russell wrote “The Finished Mystery” a best seller that
was posthumously published in 1918. John Gill published
“John Gill Commentary ” in 1746-1766, and Albert Barnes
published “Barnes Notes” in 1834 (books still read today).

Also, we shall consider “Halley’s Bible Handbook”
(1962, first edition in 1924) by Henry Halley to show that
Branham’s revelation of the popes being the antic hrist was
nothing new among past writers. Halley’s book provides a
succinct historical account of the papacy and the Roman
Catholic Church’s rise to power, from which Branham
copied verbatim in his 1965 book on the seven church ages.

Moreover, we shall consider excerpts from Matthew
Henry Commentary published in 1708-1710 and Jamieson-
Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary published in 1871.
Branham appeared to not only borrow information from
the above authors, he likewise did the same ~ from Cyrus
Scofield (1843-1921), who published the “Scofiel d Bible”
in 1909. He often spoke about the Scofield Bible on audio
tapes from 1947 to 1965 (few examples shown below).

A little over two years ago now, | was sitting in the room. |
was reading my little Scofield Bible . _The Angel Of God 11 -
02-47

Now let's note a few of these mysteries, and if you want to
write them down. First, 1'll take what Scofield says here , in
Matthew 13. If you'd like to type some of them down, if you
haven't got a Scofield Bible. You might read what he thinks
some of the my steries are. Now, in the 11th verse. _Is This
The Sign Of The End, Sir? 12-30-62E

For instance, this | just read , | was reading the footnotes on
Scofield. _The Trial 04-19-64
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Branham was supposedly born in 1909 (he gave three
different birth dates). For this reason, Branham’s followers
cannot s ay these men plagiarized him because  the books
mentioned above were written either before he was born or
around 16 years old. So then, let us compare his teachings
of the seven seals and other related subjects taught during
those seven sermons with the books of these authors. Why?
To see if seven angels of God revealed these messages to
him or if they were plagiarized. Before doing so, letus
consider several definitions for the word “plagiarism.”

Official Definitions of Plagiarism

What is plagiarism? Merriam Webster Dictionary
defines plagiarism as: “To use the words and ideas of
another person as if they were your own words or ideas.”

A second definition say: “To steal and pass off the ideas or
words of another as one’s own; use another’s production
without crediting the source.” A third definition say: “To
commit literary theft; present as new and original an idea
or product derived from an existing source. * [

Wikipedia defines plagiarism as stealing published
material while giving the author or his book no credit. The
stolen material is often slightly modified to avoid
suspicion. Wikipedia further says there is no universally
accepted definition of academia plagiarism, but provides
several different meaning often used among higher learning
institutions and universities. 4

e Stanford sees plagiarism as the "use, without giving
reasonable and appropriate credit to or acknowledging the
author or source, of another person's original work, whether
such work is made up of code, formulas, ideas, language,
research, strategies, writing or other form."

e Yale views plagiarism as the "... use of another's work, words,
or ideas without attribution," which includes "... using a
source's language without quoting, using information from a
source without attribution, and paraphrasing a source in a
form that stays too close to the original."”

e Princeton perceives plagiarism as the "deliberate" use of
"someone else's language, ideas, or other original (not
common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its
source."

o Oxford College of Emory University characterizes plagiarism
as the use of "a writer's ideas or phraseology without giving
due credit."

e Brown defines plagiarism as "... appropriating another
person's ideas or words (spoken or written) without attributing
those word or ideas to their true source."

Wikipedia also provides a list called “The Reality and
Solution of College Plagiarism” that were created by the
Health Informatics department of the University of Illinois
at Chicago to identify plagiarism among students. 2

1. Submitting someone’s work as their own.

2. Taking passages from their own previous work without
adding citations.

3. Re-writing someone’s work without properly citing sources.

4. Using quotations, but not citing the source.

5. Interweaving various sources together in the work without
citing.

6. Citing some, but not all passages that should be cited.

7. Melding together cited and uncited sections of the piece.

8. Providing proper citations, but failsto change the structure
and wording of the borrowed ideas enough.

9. Inaccurately citing the source.

10. Relying too heavily on other people’s work. Fails to bring
original thought into the text.

William Branham’s Secret Informational Sources

Considering the above definitions, plagiarism involves
using someone else ideas, words, phraseology, strategies,
and works as one’s own thoughts, which includes not
appropriately crediting or acknowledging the author as the
original source. As stated above, itisalso  *“...present as
new and original an idea or product derived from an
existing source.”

Since plagiarism is called literary theft; it is a form of
stealing. Is God against stealing? Yes, h e said, “You shall
not steal” [Ex. 20:15 (NKJV)]. Is God against plagiarism?
Yes, he said in Jeremiah 23:30: “Therefore, behold,
I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my
words every one from his neighbour.” Considering this
verse, it appears that some prophets were repeating
prophecies they heard from other prophets as though it
were their personal revelations and predictions (1 Cor. 4:7).

So then, the question, we must now ask: Did Branham
plagiarized his teachings on the seven seals? Well, in the
previous section, he admitted to reading various books and
commentaries. But, he mentioned them when pretending to
disagree with their view s. But, when Branham disagree d
with one author, he accepted the view of another one.

Branham never told the audience that nearly all of his
information and understanding came from various books.
Instead, he made people believe the revelation of the seven
seals came from seven angels of God.

But, as we shall study, Branham appears to have gotten
his teachings from seven men (rather than seven angels): 1.
Clarence Larkin, 2. Charles Taze Russell, 3. Uriah Smith,
4. Cyrus Scofield, 5. Albert Barnes, 6. Henry Halley, and 7.
John Gill, along with a few other commentaries.

Even if Branham’s sta unch followers blindly refuse to
accept the documented facts that he plagiarized the seven
seals, the following study will prove he was not the first to
reveal these alleged seven mysteries. Why? Seeing that
other authors had the very same information written in their
books, which he cla imed no one knew: “And these Seven
Seals was not to_be opened (Revelations 10) until the
sounding of the last_earthly angel on earth, Revelations
10:7. See?”” _The Rapture 12-04-65

Nonetheless, before Branham began his sermons on the
seven seals, he tried to legitimize borrowed (plagiarized)
information from past biblical writers. How? By accusing
these men of probing at God’s word and saying his
ministry was to clarify all the loose ends of their teachings
by revealing the entire revelation (secrets) of God.

We know that this Book of Redemption will not be thoroughly
understood: it's probed at through six church ages,  but at the
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end, when the seventh angel begins to sound his mystery, he
winds up all of the loose ends that these fellows probed at
and the mysteries comes down from God as the Word of God
and reveals the entire revelation of God . Then the Godhead
and everything else is settled. All the myster ies: serpent's seed
and whatevermore is to be revealed. _The Breach Between The
Seven Church Ages And The Seven Seals 03-17-63E

And at the end of the Pentecostal age we are supposed to
receive, according to the Word, as God help me tonight to show
you through here, that we are to see—receive a messenger
that will take all those loose ends out there and reveal the
whole secret of God for the rapturing of the Church. _The
First Seal 03-18-63

Due to Branham’s statements, followers fail to realize
the seriousness of his plagiarism. He did not reveal the
loose ends of these writers * and theologians’ teachings. He
directly copied, modified, or paraphrased their writings and
tried to pass them on to followers as personal revelations
from God as the wrongfully interpreted seventh angel of
Revelation 10:7. But, as the following studies will clearly
show, Branham brought no new revelations. Instead, he
mostly utilizes these authors’ writings and understanding
on the following subject matters.

1. The seven seals

2. The seven church ages

3. Seven human messengers to seven church ages

4. The seventh angel of Revelation 3:14 and 10:7,

reveals all the mysteries of God

Papal Rome is the beast of Revelation 13

United States is the lamb-like beast of Revelation 13

7. Mystery Babylon the Great is the Roman Catholic
and Protestant denominations

8.  Romanism and Catholicism is the mark of the beast

9. Confederation of churches is the image of the beast

10. Vicarious Filli Dei is the number of the beast (666)
in Roman Numerals

11. Satan’s trinity is the dragon, beast, and false prophet

12. Four beasts of seven seals represent four periods in
church history

13. Dan and Ephraim are excluded from 144,000
Israelites

14. The seventy weeks of Daniel

15. Apostle John’s Patmos vision

16. lIsrael is the fig tree

17. The pyramid teaching

18. Oneness doctrine of the Godhead

19. Water baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ

20. Two comings of Elijah

21. The serpent seed.

o o

When preaching the seven seals between March 17 and
March 24 of 1963, Branham mentioned the above subjects.
Even though Branham spoke on nearly all of these le ssons
before March of 1963, followers believe he revealed or
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brought forth the correct understanding of these alleged
mysteries during his sermons on the seven seals—not
knowing he got this information from various books.

Branham did not clarify any loose end or revealed the
entire revelation of God because he brought nothing
different from the books that he had read. The reason most
people have not discovered his secret cove of knowledge is
because these book s are mostly over a century old and no
longer widely read by mainstream Christianity. However,
the internet has once again made these books available.

Now, the purpose of this study is not to examine
whether the interpretations of these subjects are right or
wrong. There is not adequate space in this book to refute
every wrong teaching. The object of this study is to prove
that William Branham did not re ceive any new revelation
from seven angels of God when preaching the seven seals.

Rather, Branham got nearly all of his information and
understanding from other writers. Factual evidences will
prove that Branham did not reveal the seven seals nor was
he the seventh angel of Revelation 10:7 , as | shall
scripturally prove later in this book.

The following quot es of William Bra nham are taken
directly from his sermons on the seven seals (March 17-24,
1963). The book called “The Revelation of the Seven
Seals” is the unabridged written version of his recorded
sermons, which can also be viewed online. [ Quotes of
Clarence Larkin are taken from “The Book of Revelation”
(1919) 4, Quotes of Charles Taze Russell are taken from
“The Finished Mystery” (1918) . [ Quotes of Uriah Smith
are taken from “Daniel and the Revelation” (1897). [
Quotes of Cyrus Scofield are taken from the “Scofield
Bible” (1909). 871 Quotes of John Gill are taken from “John
Gill’s Exposition” (1746-1766). [ Quotes of Albert
Barnes are taken from “Barnes Notes” (1834). [89

Quotes of Henry Halley are taken from “Halley’s Bible
Handbook” (1962, first edition published in 1924). B0
Quotes from Matthew Henry Commentary (1708 -1710) U
and Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary (1871)
1921 are taken from these books. The books quoted in this
study can be viewed online (see endnotes for links).

Please note that some online books show both the
original and the online page numbers. The page numbers
shown below are the original ones. The following study
shall compare Branham’s teachings of a particular seal with
the corresponding sea | of another author. That is, | shall
compare Branham’s first seal with the  first seal s of other
authors, the second seal with the second seal, the third seal
with the third seal, and so forth.

An asterisk (*) will be seen w henever information is
taken from a different seal . A double asterisk (**) will be
seen whenever information is taken from a different
chapter of the books mentioned above.

So then, are you ready to investigate the teachings of
William Branham? Are you ready to face convincing facts?
Are you ready to face the untold truth? Are you willing to
discover the source of William Branham’s teachings on the
seven seals; his hidden treasure of information? If so, then
let us sincerely proceed.
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Plagiarism of First Seal

VERSES 1-2: And | saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals,
and | heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the fou r beasts
saying, Come and see . And | saw, and behold a white horse; and
he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him;
and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.

William Branham vs. Clarence Larkin

What William Branham Said

What Clarence Larkin Said:

So here stands Christ, the
Lamb. We know He was
the Lamb. He's standing
here with the Books in His

Who is the “Rider” upon this
White Horse? He is not Christ ,
as some claim, for Christ, as the
LAMB, is holding the “Seven

hand, and there goes the
white horse rider. See? So
it wasn't the Holy Spirit.

Sealed Book” and breaking its
“Seals.” Christ does not
appear as a White Horse Rider

And notice, Christ is not
seen any more (See?)
from the time there. But
He is on a white horse; so
if this guy is riding a white
horse, he's only an
impersonator of Christ.
See? Page 140

The Holy Spirit is Christ in
another form. That's right.
Notice, it is a Lamb that
opened the Book, and the
Lamb is Christ; and Christ
is not seen any more from
then, but He is seen in the
Book of Revelations the
19th chapter, coming on a
white horse. Page 140

until chapter 19:11-16. Page
53

The rider has no name, but
Christ is called the Word of
God. That's what He is.
He's called that. Now, He's
got a Name that no man
knows, but He's called the

Then He is called "Faithful and
True," and on His head there is a
many “"Diademed Crown,” and
He is clothed in a vesture dipped
in blood, and His name is
called the ""WORD OF GOD. "

Word of God. This guy
isn't called nothing (See?),
but he's on a white horse.
Page 142

Page 53

But you find out Christ had
both lightning and thunder;
for out of His mouth goes

And there is no weapon of
warfare in His hand, but a sharp
sword comes out of His mouth,

a sharp two-edged Sword,
and He smites the nations.

and the effect upon His enemies
will he swift and terrible. Page

Page 142 53
The rider has no arrows | This ""Rider' has a ""bow," no
for his bow. Did you | arrow is mentioned. Page 53

notice? He had a bow, but
there's nothing said about
having any arrows. P. 142

Editor’s Note: In the above excerpts, Clarence Larkin provides

a few reasons why the white horse rider of the first seal is not
Christ, which are: (1) He is holding the book, not riding the
horse, (2) He does not return until the 19t chapter, (3) He has a
name, the rider of the first seal has none, and (4) He has a sharp
sword, the rider of the first seal ha a bow, but no arrows.
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Notice, Branham copied Larkin by using the same explanations

and continued to do so in the

following quotes.

He had no crown to start

And he is not_crowned at first,

with, but he got a crown

but a crown will be given to

later (See?), when that
spirit become incarnate.
Page 142

him later. Page 53

A white horse rider went
out. See? Who is he? He's
mighty in his conquering

In other words this White Horse
Rider is the ANTICHRIST.
Page 54

power, is a great fellow in
his conquering power. You
want me to tell you who he
is? He's the antichrist.
That's exactly what he is.
Page 143

Editor’s Note: In paragraphs 262 and 266 of the First Seal,
Branham said that he disagreed with some books he read
because they said the white horse rider was  Christ. Branham
made it appear as though he had a special revelation th  at the
rider was the antichrist. During the third seal he said: “Most all
commentaries and so forth, the reading of itare —are... The
reading of their thoughts, and | have —and I've always
believed like nearly all of them does that that first horse rider
was the—was the early church.” However, Branham failed to
tell his audience that Clarence Larkin believed this rider to be
the Antichrist. Did he know that Larkin believed the rider to be
the Antichrist? The following quotes will prove that Branham
was familiar with information in Mr. Larkin’s book (s). He
practically follows Larkin’s remarks in the first seal, sometimes

using the same words and phrases (see underlined words).

You remember it? "Nico"
means "to  conquer."
"Laity" means "the church,
the laity." "Nicolaitanes"
""to _conquer the laity™:
take the Holy Spirit out of
the church and give it all to
one holy man, let him be
the boss of all of it. Page
143, Par. 295

And what was the first
thing  happened? An
organization from it
Now, is that right? Tell me
where the first organized
church come from: Roman
Catholic church. Page 143 ,
Par. 296

**Here Paul's "wolves" are
called Nicolaitanes. They were
not a sect, but a party in the
Church who were trying to
establish a "Priestly Order."
Probably trying to model the
Church after the Old Testament
order of Priests, Levites, and
common people. This is seen in
the meaning of the word, which
is from " Niko™ to conquer, to
overthrow, and 'Laos" the
people or laity. The object was
to establish a " Holy Order of
Men," and place them over the
laity, which was foreign to the
New Testament plan, and call
them not pastors, but --Clergy,
Bishops, Archbishops,
Cardinals, Popes. Here we have
the origin of the dogma of
"Apostolic Succession,” and the
separation of the Clergy from
the Laity, a thing that God
"hates.” Page 20

Editor’s Note: In various sermons Branham made it appear that

the teaching regarding the Ni

colaitanes was his revelation. But,

as shown, he borrowed the concept from Larkin.

Now, look, let's take —go
back to Daniel again just a
minute. | want to read
something ‘fore... Whether

He is the "PRINCE WHO IS
TO COME" of Daniel's Vision
of the "Seventy Weeks," and

who will confirm the Covenant

if you don't go back, it's all

for "ONE WEEK," the last or
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right. | want to read Daniel | "Seventieth ~ Week,"  with Ages.” As this study shall prove, Branham plagiarized Larkin’s
9—Daniel 9, and I wantto | Daniel's people the Jews. Dan. lessons on the seven church ages. When preaching the seals, it
read the 26th and 27th | 9:27. Page 54 appears that he borrowed additional information from other
verse of Daniel 9. And chapters in Larkin’s book, as we shall later see.
watch, if he isn't the one to
destroy Daniel's people. William Branham vs. Charles Taze Russell
Page 148
And this prince in that What William Branham Said] What Charles Taze Russell Said
time is to make a covenant Notice, this rider is nothing | He that sat on him. —The
with  Daniel's  people, but Satan's superman, a | Bishop of Rome, the embryo
which is the Jews. P. 149 incarnate devil. Page 153 Pope, the personal
Editor’s Note: Branham uses nearly the same words as Larkin. representative of Satan. P.106
And then the Church will | "But he does not become A white horse rider went
be caught away. And | "THE BEAST," as described in out. See? Who is he? He's | **John also saw and warned
when it's caught away, then | chapter  13:1-8, until  the mighty in his conquering | the  Church  against this
he changes hisself froman | "Middle" of the WEEK, that is, power, is a great fellow in | Character, saying, 'Ye have
antichrist now. Oh, my, the | until after Satan is cast out of his conquering power. You | heard that ~Antichrist shall
church, the great church | the Heavenlies and incarnates want me to tell you who he | come.’ He then advises how to
and... Now, he becomes | himself in him. His rise to is? He's the antichrist. | €scape Antichrist's Influence.
the beast. Page 152 power and the rebuilding of That's exactly what he is. | (1John _2:18-27.) These varic_>us
) Babylon will take time, so the Page 143 appellations  and brief
*Now, butin the age after Rapture of the Church will descriptions indicate a base,
the Church goes home, he | {qoyptiess  antedate the You can't crown a spirit. But | Subtle, hypocritical, deceptive,
becomes a beast. He | peginning of the WEEK by three hundred years later | tyrannical and cruel character;
becomes ~ the — devil | some years. Page 54 he become a_pope. And then | developed In the midst of the
wr the red dragon they Crowned him. He had Christian ChUI’Ch; Claiming,
hlmself' The Second Seal ’ no crown to start Wlth, but to the !ast, peculiar Sanctity and
Page 183 . . __ he got a crown later (See?), | authority and power from
Editors Note: Like Larkin, B ranham says the antichrist become when that spirit become God." (B271.) "We need not
Satan incarnate and the beast after the rapture of the church. incarnate. Page 144 look long to find a character
What are we saying? Who | This “White Horse Rider” will fitting all the requirements
is this rider, this horse | be Satan’s “SUPERMAN.” The Watch. Oh, what a shrewd | perfectly. But when we state
rider? You know what it is? | Scriptures clearly teach that thing he is. Here he is. Now, | that the one and only system
It's Satan's _superman... | there is some day to arise a we got our picture and know | Whose history  fits _these
Notice, this rider is nothing | human being who shall be the that he's Rome. We know | prophecies is Papacy, let no
but Satan's superman, a | embodiment of all Satanic that he's the white horse | ©ne misunderstand us to mean
incarnate devil. Page 153 | power. Page 54 rider. Page 149 that every Roman Catholic is a
Let's see. Second | As the "Tool of Satan" he will man of sin. Popes, bishops and
Thessalonians 2:7. I think | be endowed with wonder others are at most only parts or
that's right. Now, | was | working powers, and when he members of the Antichrist
writing this down, | comes, he will find the world system. Page 193
quivering and shaking. ready to receive him, for God Editor’s Note: When teaching the first seal, Branham made it
Page 116 will send upon its inhabitants a appear as though he had a special revelation that the rider was
. strong delusion™ that they will initially the spirit of the antichrist, who later became incarnate
'Sa‘er;‘: Jﬁgr;hftggﬁsedi?:sroas believea LIE, or " THE LIE" in the popes. However, not only did Mr. Russell believe the
SWONG CEUSION, | $6r that is what he will be. 2. rider to be the antichrist, he also identified the rider as being the
that they should believe | -1 .cc"5.9.11 page 54 historical Branham did not bri lati
a—a lie-... (It should be .2t . Pag istorical popes. Branham did not bring any new revelation to
transiated there, as I looked warra_nt his claim of this r_nystery being s_upernatura _IIy revegl_ed
in the Lexicon, "the lie" byallteral apgel. E spemal[y aft_er adml'ttlng t(_) being familiar
o fiam. T with Russell’s amd Jehovah’s Witnesses’ teachings (see p  age
not "a lie"; "the lie . . . o
Page 117 —_ 30) and reading every bool§ he could f_md"regardln_g the subject:
P - - - I've read every book on it | could find”” (The First Seal).
Editor’s Note: Branham claimed he used a Lexicon to look up You remember it? "Nico" | And he went forth
“the lie” when he actually got the idea from Larkin. " ) o .
means to conquer." | conquering, [and to conquer]
Comments: Did an angel of God reveal to Branham the first seal? "Laity" means "the church, | AND HE CONQUERED.—
It is obvious from the above quotes that he used some of Larkin’s the laity.” "Nicolaitanes™ | Thus we see the apparent defeat
information and reasoning. However, as a point of difference, "to conguer the laity ": | of Infinite Justice in this first
Larkin viewed the horse rider as the coming future ~ world ruler take the Holy Spirit out of | epoch.  Apparently,  God
(prince) in the final 3.5 years of Daniel’s 70 weeks, while the church and give it all to | forsook His Church, having
Branham mainly viewed him as entities (popes) of the past. But, one holy man, let him be the | Jeopardized all its interests by
in using Larkin’s information, he also believed the rider to be a boss of all of it. Page 143 placing the power in the hands
future prince foretold by Daniel. Although Larkin viewed the of a self -seeking ecclesiastical
antichrist as fut uristic, he wrote in his book about the dangers of And what was the first thing | system. But worse things are
the p apal church in his teachings regarding the “Seven Church happened? An organization | coming! Page 106

34
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from it. Now, is that right? | **2:6. But this thou hast, that

Tell me where the first | thou hatest the deeds of the
organized church  come | Nicolaitanes*—"Conguerors
from: Roman Catholic | of the people'—the clergy.—

church. Page 143 Rev. 2:15. Page 26

Editor’s Note: Branham believed the antichrist conquered the
nominal church and became organized religion when the Holy
Spirit departed. Mr. Russell wrote the same in his book . He
believed the antichrist conquere d the church in the first epoch
(age or period) after God forsook it. Afterward, the church
became an ecclesiastical system (organized religion).

Here he is. He's the| REVELATION 6

antichrist. He started riding | SIX SEALS AND THE
in the first church age. Now, | PAPACY

he rides on down , on down | Page 105

through every age. Now,
watch him. Page 146

Editor’s Note: The followers of Branham who are not familiar
with other books on this subject actually think he was the only
one who identif ied the seals with the popes in church history.
This is not true. Mr. Russell identified the seals with the
historical popes, as the above subtitle in his book suggest:
“REVELATION 6: SIX SEALS AND THE PAPACY.”

Mr. Russell’s entire book “The Finished Mystery” dealt
with the historic al popes and the Roman Catholic Church in
great details. Not only did Mr. Russell identify the seals with
the popes and Roman Catholic Church throughout history, he
also identified the seals and popes with seven (7) church ages.

Yes, as we shall later study, Russell believed in seven church
ages (epochs) and assigned men as messengers to each one
nearly 42 years before Branham. Russell viewed himself as the
seventh angel of the church ages and the one of Revelation 10:
7. According to his teachings they were the same messenger.

This study shall later prove that it is scripturally impossible
for Russell or Branham to be the angel of Revelation 10:7. This
verse will be fulfilled by a literal angel in ~ Revelation 11:15
after the coming of two prophets during the tr ibulation period
(Rev. 11:1-14). It appears that Branham could have gotten this
wrong interpretation from Russell. It is also to be noted that
both men attempted to predict the precise coming of Christ in
violation of Matthew 24:36 and 1 Thessalonians 5:1-2. Russell
predicted 1914 and Branham predicted 1977. Both predictions
of these alleged angels of Revelation 10:7 were wrong.

A review of history has pro ven most of Russell’s prophetic
revelations to be incorrect. The same is now happening to
William Branham as discrepancies are being uncovered. Yet,
people continue to follow the teachings of  these alleged
messengers either as Jehovah’s Witnesses or  Message
Believers. Sadly, most followers are clueless to the  fact that
these men’s error-filled revelations has been proven wrong.

Notice, he has no crown. The
white horse rider; I'm
speaking of here. See? A
bow and a crown was given
him afterwards. See? He
had no crown to start with,
but a crown was given him.
Notice, later he was given a
crown: yeah, three of them,
three on one. That was three
hundred years later at the

Nicaea Council when he
started out a spirit of
Nicolaitia to form an

And a crown.—Great honor
and authority in the Church .
Was given unto him.—"Under
the reign of Constantine (who
murdered his own son in the
same year in which he
convened the Council of Nice)
the opposition of the empire to
Christianity gave way to favor,
and the Imperial Pontifex
Masimus became the patron of
the professed but really
apostate Church of Christ;
and, taking her by the hand, he
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organization among the
people. Pages 143-144

ASSISTED HER to a place of
popularity and splendor from
which she was able afterward,

as the Imperial power grew
weak, to put her own
representatives upon the
religious THRONE of the

*Now, after that, we find
him then crowned. When he
got crowned... Now, he's a
very innocent, helpless; he's

just a little fellow. But then world as Chief Religious
in the Nicene Council, he| Ruler—Pontifex @ MaxImus."
was made... And| Page 106

Constantine GIVE HIM all | _

the property. And then what | ~“[Because] ~ THAT  thou
did he do? Then he... See, | Sufferest that woman
Satan give him his Jezebel. — The Roman

Catholic Church. (taken fr om

THRONE and authority.
y the Thyatira church age, P. 40)

The Third Seal, Page 237

**And | saw a woman,—The
Roman Catholic Church.
(Mystery Babylon the Great
from Revelation 17, Page 259)

Editor’s Note: Branham taught that the white horse rider
(popes) and Roman Catholic Church came to power (crowned)
after the Nicene Council with the help of Emperor Constantine.
Mr. Russell already had this belief written in his book. In the
above quotes, Russell identified the Roman Catholic Church as
Jezebel in the Thyatira church age and  mystery Babylon the
Great in Revelation 17. Furthermore, as we shall later study, he
identified the daughters of Babylon to be the Protestant
denominational churches. Branham later taught those same
beliefs as personal revelations.

Comments: Branham brought no new revelation to warrant his
claim of this seal being revealed by an angel. Rather, he appeared
to have borrowed from Mr. Russell, whose book was once a best
seller and translated ino six languages. If not, they surely had the
same teachings. Branham’s revelation of the four horse riders
being the historical popes seem to come from the books of Russell
and Smith. He appeared to have been greatly influenced by their
writings about the popes, Roman Catholic Church, and organized
religion being associated with the seven seals. When preaching
the seals, it appears that he borrowed additional information from
other chapters in Russell’s book, as we shall later study.

William Branham vs. Uriah Smith

What William Branham Said What Uriah Smith Said:

The seven seals therefore
embrace the whole of a certain

Although the actors of
these Seals begin at the

first church age...Page

class of events, reaching down

111 perhaps to the time of
Constantine... contain  the
history of the church from the
opening of the Christian era to

the coming of Christ. P. 431

Editor’s Note: Branham was not the only person who originally
coordinated the seven (7) seals with church history. But, similar
to Russell, Mr. Smith did the same. He also believed in seven
(7) church ages, as we shall later study. Branham  brought no
new revelation concerning these historic al applications of the
seven seals and seven church ages.

An announcement in the | The trumpets denote a series
heavens first. What | of events which transpire
happened? A seal isopen. | contemporaneously with the
What is that? A mystery is | events of the seals, but of an
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unfolded. See? And when
a mystery unfolds, then a

entirely different character. A
trumpet is a symbol of war.

trumpet sounds. It | Page 431

declares a war. Page 113

But  trumpet denotes | The trumpets denote great
political disturbance, | political commotions to take

whereas seals deals with a
religious disturbance.
See? Page 122

place among the nations during
the gospel age. The seals
denote events of a religious
character. Page 431

Editor’s Note:. In paragraphs 62 -68, 130, and 135 -137 of the
first seal, Branham initially taught t hat the opening of e ach of
the 7 seals in chapters 6-8 of Revelation were simultaneously
followed by one of the 7 trumpets (chapters 8-11) and one of
the 7 vials of plagues (chapters 15-16) during each of the 7
church ages (chapters 2-3). Although he claimed divine
guidance during t he first seal, this baffling view of concurrent
evemts appeared to be based Smith’s teaching, but ~ was later
changed in the sermon "Feast of the Trumpets” and replaced
with another perplexing and incorrect teaching (more later).

Comments: In paragraph 265 of the first s eal, Branham said the
Lord corrected him when reading Uriah Smith’s information on
this seal. What was the correction? Well, Smith claimed the white
horse rider was Christ during the first century. Branham admitted
that he formerly taught that version. But now, he receives the
revelation to believe the horse rider was the Antichrist. What
Branham fails to tell his audience is that he already knew the first
seal pertained to the antichrist since 1961, saying: “That's when
the antichrist, this First Seal rider goes forth, when he takes
place” (The Sixfold Purpose Of Gabriel's Visit To Daniel 07-30-
61E, Par. 105). It appears that he misled his audience.

Furthermore, even though Branham rejected Smith’s teaching
on the first seal, he still used som e of his information. Moreover,
as this study shall later prove, Branham failed to tell his audience
that Uri ah Smith believed the horse riders of the second, third,
and fourth seals pertained to the popes and Catholic Church
throughout history. Actually, what Smith taught in the second seal
and other chapters of his book is what Branham taught in the first
seal. But, Branham made it appear that Smith was e ntirely wrong
about the horse riders of these seals.

William Branham vs. Cyrus Scofield

What William Branham Said:

What Cyrus Scofield Said:

There goes the white horse
rider. See? So it wasn't the
Holy Spirit. Page 140

A white horse rider went
out. See? Who is he? He's
mighty in his conquering
power, is a great fellow in his
conquering power. You want
me to tell you who he is?
He's the antichrist. That's

The rider on the horse is not
Christ. Those who identify
this rider with Him consider
the passage a prophecy of
conquest by the Gospel. But,
no crown was given to the

Lord as the proclamation of
the Gospel began, and the
terrible world events which
accompany the other three
riders (vv, 3-8) do not imply

exactly what he is. Page 143 | an earlier conquest by Christ.

_Footnote — First Seal, P. 1357

Comments: As stated, Branham taught the first seal as though he
alone had t he revelation that the first horse rider was the
Antichrist, not Jesus Christ during the first century. However, the
footnotes of his Scofield Bible said this rider was not Christ
during the first century and refuted those who believe thus. Once
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again | ask, did an angel from God reveal to Branham the hidden
mystery of the first seal, or men? The evidence shows that he read
other books and used the information.

Thus, Branham brought no new insight to warrant a special
revelation of an angel, especially after admitting to reading
footnotes in his Scofield Bible: “For instance, this | just read , I
was reading the footnotes on Scofield” (The Trial 04-19-64). He
also said: “Now let's note a few of these mysteries, and if you
want to write them down. First, I'll take what Scofield says here,
in Matthew 13.”_lIs This The Sign Of The End, Sir? 12-30-62E

William Branham vs. Henry Hampton Halley

What William Branham Said:

What Henry Halley Said:

A white horse rider went
out. See? Who is he? He's
mighty in his conquering
power, is a great fellow in his
conquering power. You want
me to tell you who he is?
He's the antichrist. That's
exactly what he is. Page 143

Or, this horseman may
symbolize the beginning of
the reign of the Antichrist at
the end. Or, possibly, both
the world power under which
Christ started his work, and
the final world power under
which he will finish it, typical

of the other. Page 711

If the first seal refers to
Antichrist, then these three
seal refer to his Terrifying
Wars. Page 712

Comments: Halley presents two views about the first rider, one
possibly being the end time antichrist. Once again, the notion that
Branham is the only one who b elieved the first horse rider to be
the Antichrist is debunked. Also, near the end of Halley’s book is
written a succinct, detailed history of the popes and the Catholic
Church’s ascension to power after uniting church and state . He
shows how this union later became the Holy Roman Empire.
Also, Halley names each pope and shows their negative
impact on the church, which includes crusades, persecutions, and
deaths committed under their commands (50 million martyrs
killed, page 726). This brief history (see pages 767-793) also
spoke of the reformers during the reformation.  These men
referred to the Pope as the Antichrist before Branham. %31 As this
investigative study shows on pages 88-89, Branham clearly read
Halley’s book because he quoted several sentences verbatim in
his 1965 book on the seven church ages. Thus, his alleged
revelation of the popes being the antichrist was not new.

Plagiarism of Second Seal

VERSES 3-4: And when he had opened the second seal, | heard
the second beast say, Come and see. And there went out another
horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to
take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another:
and there was given unto him a great sword.

William Branham vs. Clarence Larkin

What William Branham Said: What Clarence Larkin Said:
Now, if Satan's trinity lays | ** In the "Dragon," the
like that... Satan all the time, | "Beast,” and the "False
Satan, antichrist spirit (the | Prophet,” we have the
antichrist spirit incarnate) | "SATANIC TRINITY.”
false prophet, then becomes | Page 126
the beast. See? Page 182
There's symbols here,andwe | The time is clearly that




The Seven Seals: Did William Branham Plagiarize Several Authors?

want to look at them real

close. But to my
understanding, the best that |
know now (You see?), Jesus
predicted the same thing in

Matthew 24. See? He said,
"Now, you are going to hear

of wars and rumors of
wars, and just wars and
rumors of wars and wars,

and..." but said, "All these
ain't yet. Page 186

prophesied by Christ--""And
ye shall hear of wars and
rumors of wars . . . for nation
shall rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom."
Matt. 24:6-7. Page 55

Notice the change of color of
these horses: same rider.
Change of color of horses...
And a horse is a beast, and
the beast in the Bible under a
symbol represents a power.
The same system riding on
another color power from
the innocent white to a
bloody red... See? Page 189

"Come,” and a "RED
HORSE" appeared and went
forth, whose Rider was given a

"GREAT  SWORD"...This
seems to imply that the
Antichrist will not have

everything his own way. Page
55

Editor’s Note: As shown,

Branham used Larkin’s words,

terminology, and scriptural examples while identifying the
second horse rider to be the same antichrist of the first seal.
Thus, Branham had no special revelation regarding this matter.

But you find out here that
this man has a sword so he
pertains to church political
war. Page 189

The symbolism is very clear.
Red, the color of the Horse, is
a symbol of BLOOD, and the
Sword isa symbol of WAR .
Page 55

The council was held, and
they elected a head bishop .
And then by doing this the y
united church and state
together. Then he dropped
his bow; he got off his white
horse; he got on his red

horse, for he can Kkill
anybody that DON’T
AGREE WITH HIM.

There's your Seal. Page 192

*Constantine give him all the
property. Third Seal, P. 237

**Satan shifted his capital
from Babylon to Pergamos. At

first he persecuted the
followers of Christ, and
Antipas was one of the

martyrs. But soon he changed
his tactics and began to  exalt

the Church, and through
Constantine  united  the
Church and State, and
offered  all kinds  of
inducements  for  worldly
people to come into the

Church. Page 22

William Branham vs. Charles Taze Russell

What William Branham Said

What Charles Taze Russell Said:

Now, he was first called
antichrist. The second
stage, he was called the
false prophet, because that
spirit among the people
become incarnate. Page 175

Now, here's my revelation
of it: This is Satan again .
It's the devil again in
another form. Page 189

But when this spirit become
incarnate in the second

work of his—of his
dispensation of his

mystic... The second work
he become a crowned false
prophet to the working of

the antichrist spirit. P. 191

And when He had opened the
second seal.—Revealing the
second period of the history of
the Antichrist. Page 106

Editor’s Note: Russell called the second seal the second period
of the antichrist. Branham called it the second stage and second

dispensation of the antichrist.

In the above quote, Branham said

“here’s MY REVELATION.” But, as you can see, it was
Russell’s revelation. Again, nothing new.

Was his sword red? Was
he riding a red horse?
What was it? The same
power, the same rider.
There's the Seal. Page 193

And power was given to him that
sat thereon.—The same rider,
the Antichrist. Page 106

Notice Satan's trinity: same
person  coming,  just
incarnate from one to the
other. That's the way them

bugs did, them worms, one
to the other (Exactly.),
Nicolaitane, spiritual
antichrist, Pope, false
prophet; beast, the devil
himself incarnate. Page 181

The pope (each pope in his turn)
Is the head of the false church ,
which is his body, even as Christ
Jesus is the Head of the true
Church, which is His Body.
Since the head is the
representative of the body, and
its mouth speaks for the body,
we find, as we should expect,

this feature of  Antichrist
prominently referred to in the

Scriptures. Page 107

Was his sword red? Was he
riding a red horse? What was
it? The same power, the
same rider. There's the Seal.
They admit  sixty -eight
million on the martyrology
besides all those put to
death outside of that. Page
193

the Antichrist will not
have everything his own way,
and that his Autocratic
methods  will lead to
insubordination and civil wars
among the nations under some
great leader represented by the
Rider of the Red H orse,
whose "Great Sword" is
symbolical of the awful
destruction of human life
that will follow. Page 55

Editor’s Note: Like Larkin, Branham believed the red sword
represent the antichrist’s power to destroy human lives.

Comments: Even though William Branham differs with Clarence
Larkin onthe time period the Antichrist appears, it is obvious
from the above excerpts that he continued to use Larkin’s train of
thoughts when teaching the second seal.
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Editor’s Note: Branham pretended as though he had a special
revelation of the second seal by saying:““There’s the seal.”
But, as you can see, Russell had already identified the second
seal as the same rider of the first seal. This rider was the
antichrist who he had already identified as the pope. Branham
had no special revelation regarding this matter.

* Tell me where the  first
organized church comes
from: Roman Catholic
church. ... Notice, he has
no crown. The white horse
rider; I'm speaking of here.
See? A bow and acrown
was given him afterwards.
See? He had no crown to
start with, but a crown was
given him. The First Seal,
Page 143, Par. 296-297

*And a crown.—Great honor
and authority in the Church.
First Seal, Page 106

**[Because] THAT thou
sufferest that woman Jezebel.—
The Roman Catholic Church.
Page 40

**And | saw a woman, —The
Roman Catholic Church. Page
259

Editor’s Note: Branham believed the antichrist being crowned
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during the second seal

represented the rise of the pope’s

authority in the Roman Catholic church as it became an
organized institution. Russell believed it represented the pope ’s
rise to power in the church. As stated, he identified the Roman
Catholic church as the woman (Mystery Babylon the Great) in
Revelation 17—organized religion (discussed later).

*Notice, later he was
given a crown: yeah, three
of them, three on one. That
was three hundred years
later at the Nicaea

*Was given unto him .—"Under
the reign of Constantine (who
murdered his own son in the

same year in which he convened
the Council of Nice) the

Council when he started
out a spirit of Nicolaitia to
form an organization
among the people. The
First Seal. Page 143

*Now, after that, we find
him then crowned. When
he got crowned... Now,
he's a very innocent,
helpless; he's just a little
fellow. But then in the
Nicene Council, he was
made... And Constantine
give him all the property.
And then what did he do?
Then he... See, Satan give
him his THRONE and
authority. _The Third
Seal. Page 237

opposition of the empire to

Christianity gave way to favor,
and the Imperial Pontifex
Masimus became the patron of
the professed but really apostate
Church of Christ; and, taking
her by the hand, he ASSISTED
HER to a place of popularity
and splendor from which she was
able afterward, as the Imperial
power grew weak, to put her
own representatives upon the
religious THRONE of the world
as Chief Religious Ruler—
Pontifex Maxlmus." First Seal,
Page 106

**Thereupon Constantine
decided the matter; and the
Nicene Creed, backed by the
Emperor's power, was declared
to be the Christian faith, and
anything contrary to it heresy .
Page 186

**Constantine, a shrewd
politician, discerned this and

discerned the growing influence
of the Christian religion. In
adopting it, in forcing the
adoption of the Nlcene Creed,

and in removing his capital from

Rome, he gave the papacy its
start. Page 194

**Antichrist now finds its
expression in the "Christian"
governments of the world
founded upon its teachings—
Christendom. Page 193

Editor’s Note: Russell taught that the crown was given to the
red horse rider of the second seal when Constantine empowered
the apostate church at the council of Nicaea and assisted her to
a place of prominence. This rise to power eventually led to the
church being able to put her own leader on the religious throne
as the chief spiritual ruler in the place of Constantine. Russell is
referring to the popes being crowned as chief religious ruler s.
Branham is basically repeating Russell. Again, the alleged
revealer of the seven seals brings no new revelation.

In other words, up over the
Vatican (Now, I've been
right there)) it's wrote
Vicarivs Filii Dei, and it's
wrote in Roman numerals.

**VICARIVS FILII DEI, the
Vicar of the Son of God. His
thoughts, with the rapidity of
lightning, reverted to Rev. 13:18.
' "Will you turn to it?' said Mrs.

38

Now, you just draw a line
at the bottom of those
Roman numerals, and it
means ""Instead of Son of
God." In other words, he's
avicar. (You know what a
vicar is. Just takes the
place of something.) He is
the vicar instead of the
Son of God. And the Bible
said, "Let him that has the
gift of wisdom count the
numbers of the beast , for
it's the number of a man,
and his number is 666."

Now, if you take
VICARIVS FILII DEI
and draw a line (the

Roman numbers of V for
5, 1forl)and addit up
and see if you haven't got
666. Page 190

A. Alice opened the New
Testament, and read: 'Let him
that hath understanding count
the number of the beas t: for it
is the number of a man; and his
number Is  Six  hundred
threescore and six.' She paused,
and Miss Emmons said, 'He took
out his pencil, and marking the
numerical  letters of the
inscription on his tablet, it stood
666."" (Smith.) This explanation
was approved by Pastor Russell,
and was given by him at a
Convention Question Meeting.
On the pope's crown in the
Vatican museum is  the
recognized and most used title'
"of the pope, VICARIVS FILII
DEI (Vicar of the Son of God .)
The word VICARIVS is  on the
top of the threefold crown.

V-5 F-0 D -500
-1 -1 E-0
C-100 L-50 -1
A-0 -1

R-0 -1

-1

V-5

S-0

Total 666 (Page 215)

Editor’s Note: As shown, Branham was not the originator of
calculating the number of the beast from a title of the pope as
his followers would have people to believe. He brought no

revelation regarding this sub

ect (more later).

The council was held, and
they elected a head
bishop. And then by doing
this they united church
and state together. Then
he dropped his bow; he got
off his white horse; he got
on his red horse, for he
can__Kkill anybody that
DON'T AGREE WITH
HIM. There's your Seal.
Page 192

And power was given to him
that sat thereon .—The same
rider, the Antichrist To take
peace from the earth—To
embroil in controversy those who
were under religious restraint—

in other words, the entire
professed church of God. And
that they should Kkill one

another.—Depose and destroy
one another as teachers, by

inveighing the Roman power
against all offenders, Page 106

**Antichrist now finds its
expression in the " Christian™
governments of the world
founded upon its teachings —
Christendom. Page 193

Editor’s Note: During the
believed the antichrist receiv:

red horse, Russell and Branham
ed the power to Kkill offenders.

Pagan Rome brought into
papal Rome, when the
incarnate antichrist spirit
become incarnate and was
crowned, he was made a
crowned king of Rome,

**Even in its change from
Rome Pagan to Rome Papal it
illustrated one of Satan's chief
characteristics; for he also
transforms himself to appear as
an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14),

both in state and church

as Rome transformed Itself from
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together. Page 196

*Watch. Oh, what a shrewd
thing he is. Here he is.
Now, we got our picture
and know that he's Rome.
We know that he's the
white horse rider. We know
that he went forth as a
doctrine. And then what
was pagan Rome?
Converted into papal
Rome and crowned. _The
First Seal, Page 149

heathenism and claimed to be

Christian—the  Kingdom  of
Christ."—A258. Which
decelveth the whole world. Page
189

**Gave him his power.—
"Ancient Pagan Rome had only
a mere skeleton of sacerdotal
power as compared with the
complex and elaborate
machinery and contrivances of
doctrine and practice of Papal
Rome. Page 195

Editor’s Note: Both men believed in a Pagan and Papal Rome.

They took the sword of | And there was given unto him a
dogma and antichrist and | great sword. —As the Lord has
cut down the real true | a great and powerful sword ,
worshippers  all  down | the Sword of the Spirit, which is
through the ages by the| the Word of God (Eph. 6:17),
millions, and when Christ | and it is represented as coming
comes with the Sword | out of His mouth , so the
(For it is His Word that | Papacy has a great and
proceeds out of His| powerful sword, In opposition
mouth.), He will slay every | to the Sword of the Spirit, and it,
enemy there is before Him. | too, comes out of Papacy's
You believe it? "Kill the| mouth. Pages 106-107
enemy..." Page 198

Editor’s Note: Here, Branham says the popes used the sword of
dogma to cut down true worshippers, while Christ uses the
sword, which is the word of God that proceeds from his mouth,
to slay his enemies. Russell had already written nearly the exact
words and thoughts in his book.

They was given this sword | And I beheld and lo there went
to kill one another. Oh, my. | out another horse.— A creed-
Notice now. Now, when he | horse, quite different from the
did that he did not have the | Scriptures which it
ecclesiastical power yet; | misrepresented

but he started in with a
demon of a false teaching,
and that teaching become a
doctrine. That doctrine
become car—incarnate in
a false prophet, and then
he went just to the right
place; he never went to
Israel now, he went to
Rome, Nicaea, Rome. Page
192

And the first thing started
the prostitution in the

church of the living God,
Christ's Bride, she turned
from the Word and
accepted Roman dogma
in the stead of God's Word.
What's happened to every
organization's did the very

same thing. Page 181

This period, beginning with the
year 326 A. D. and extending to
the year 539, was the period of
formation of creeds. P. 107

Editor’s Note: Branham taught that the pope became a false

prophet who brought dogma and false teachings into the church
that turned people from the word of God. As you can see,
Russell identified the horse of the second seal as a creed
(dogma) horse. Duri ng this time, Russell said  doctrines were
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introduced into the church that differed from the scriptures.
Again, Branham brings nothing new to warrant his claims that
an angel revealed to him this revelation; when in fact, Russell
had already written this information before 1918.

Was his sword red? Was he | **In eighteen centuries they
riding a red horse? What | have killed fifty  million
was it? The same power, | adherents of  Christ, and
the same rider. There's the | persecuted innumerable others.
Seal. They admit sixty-| Page 389

eight million on the
martyrology besides all
those put to death outside
of that. Page 193

Comments: Did Branham bring any new information from an
angel to uncover this hidden second seal and to warrant this
statement: “Now, here's my revelation of it” (The Second Seal).
As shown, it appears that he had taken notes from Russell’s book.
As Branham had said: “I've read every book on it I could find”
(First Seal). He was familiar with Russell and JW’s teachings,
saying: “Now, | have many fine Jehovah Witness friends sitting
here. It's all... Or have been. Maybe some of them's still Jehovah
Witness. But they've always applied ( Mr. Russell did.) this
hundred and forty -four thousand to being the supernatural Bride
of Christ” (The Seventh Seal). Again, he said: “I have them all in
my study, and all of Jehovah Witnesses and so forth like that.
Where—whenever they raise up, I know their points.” (The Mark
Of The Beast And The Seal Of God 02-17-61#2).

Again, Branham said: "I took four outstanding prophecies of
Jehovah Witness, and showed him that none of had come to
pass™ (Believe From The Heart 06-23-57). Branham also used the
Emphatic Diaglott (see page 113), a Greek-English translation
published by Russell after obtaining the copyright (see “Emphatic
Diaglott” — Wikipedia). In examining Russell’s book, he had vast
knowledge about the history of the popes and the Roman Catholic
Church. His entire book dealt with those subjects. However,
nearly all of Russell’s application of historical events as the
fulfillment of the book Revelation has proven to be erroneous.
Remember, he believed 1914 would be the end of the world.

William Branham vs. Uriah Smith

What William Branham Said: What Uriah Smith Said:

The mystery of iniquity
already worked in Paul’s day;
and the professed church of
Christ, it would seem, was now
so far corrupted by it as to
require this change in the color
of this symbol. E rrors began to
arise. Page 433

*The mystery of iniquity
way back in that very first
church age here, here's Paul
writing, saying that the
mystery of iniquity... . _The
First Seal, Page 116

**The papacy is the most
cunningly  contrived, false
ecclesiastical system  ever
devised; and it may be called a
system of iniquity because it
has committed its
abominations and practiced its
orgies of superstition in the
garb, and under the pretense, of
pure and undefiled religion. 10.
The little horn cast the truth to
the ground. Page 177

Notice Satan's trinity: same | **And  this  antichristian
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person coming, just
incarnate from one to the
other. That's the way them
bugs did, them worms, one
to the other (Exactly.),
Nicolaitane, spiritual
antichrist,  Pope, false
prophet; beast, the devil
himself incarnate. Page 181

power has ‘“practiced,” -
practiced its deceptions upon
the people, practiced its
schemes of cunning to carry
out its own ends and
aggrandize its own power.
Page 177

**To show this more fully, we
have but to draw a parallel
between the little horn of
Dan.7:8,20,24,25, and this
power. From this comparison it
will appear that the little horn
referred to and the leopard
beast symbolize the same
power; but the little horn is
acknowledged on all hands to
be a symbol of the papacy.
Page 562

foretold by Daniel as the

Editor’s Note: As stated, Branham criticized Smith’s teaching
of the firs t seal because he said the white
the antichrist. But, as shown, Smith identified the antichrist
historical papacy. Smith taught
throughout his book the very things Branham claimed to reveal
in the first and second seals, such as the popes being the
antichrist, corruption entering into the church, the union of
church and state, and the rise of the Roman Catholic Church

and organized religion (ecclesiastical powers) af ter the Council
of Nicaea in the days of Constantine. Watch the similarities.

horse rider was not

In other words, up over the
Vatican (Now, I've been right
there.) it's wrote Vicarivs
Filii Dei, and it's wrote in
Roman numerals. Now, you
just draw a line at the bottom
of those Roman numerals,
and it means "*Instead of Son
of God." In other words, he's
a vicar. (You know what a
vicar is. Just takes the place
of something.) He is the
vicar instead of the Son of
God. And the Bible said,
"Let him that has the gift of
wisdom count the numbers
of the beast, for it's the
number of a man, and his
number is 666." Now, if you
take VICARIVS FILII DEI
and draw a line (the Roman
numbers of V for 5, | for 1)
and add it up and see if you

haven't got 666. Page 190

**The Number of His Name. -
The number of the beast , says
the prophecy, "is the number of
a man;" and if it is to be
derived from a name of title,
the natural conclusion would
be that it must be the name or
title of some particular man.
The most plausible expression
we have seen suggested as
containing the number of the
beast, is the title which the
pope takes to himself, and
allows others to apply to him.
That title is this:  Vicarious
Filii Dei, "Vicegerent of the
Son of God." Taking the
letters out of this title which
the Latins used as numerals,
and giving them their
numerical value, we have just
666. Thus we have V,5;1, 1;
C, 100 (a and r not used as
numerals); 1, 1; U (formerly
the same as V), 5 (s and f not
used as numerals); I, 1; L, 50;
1,1;1,1; D, 500 (e notused as
anumeral); I, 1. Adding these
number together, we have
just 666. Page 624

Editor’s Note: Branham likely got this calculation from Smith
since he openly ad mitted to reading his book (without giving
him credit): “I think he's gone on at this time, but he was a

good man and a good writer. And it's Brother Uriah Smith, the
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author of ""Daniel of Revelatic

pn."_Fifth Seal 03-22-63

The council was held, and
they elected a head bishop .
And then by doing this  they
united church and state
together. Then he dropped his
bow; he got off his white
horse; he got on his red
horse, for he can Kkill
anybody that don’t agree
with him. There's your Seal.
Page 192

That's the way them bugs did,
them worms, one to the other

(Exactly.), Nicolaitane,
spiritual antichrist,  Pope,

false prophet; beast, the devil
himself incarnate. Page 181

Now, when he did that he did
not have the ecclesiastical
power yet; but he started in
with a demon of a false
teaching, and that teaching
become a doctrine. That
doctrine  become  car—
incarnate in a false prophet,
and then he went just to the

right place; he never went to

Israel now, he went to
Rome, Nicaea, Rome. P. 192

**This little horn, as we shall
have occasion to notice more

fully hereafter, was the
papacy. The three horns

plucked up before it were the
Heruli, the Ostrogoths, and the

Vandals. And the reason why
they were plucked up was
because they were opposed to
the teaching and cla ims of
the papal hierarchy, and
hence to the supremacy in

the church of the bishop of
Rome. And "in this horn were

eyes like the eyes of man, and

a mouth speaking great things,"
the eyes, a fit emblem of the
shrewdness, penetration,
cunning, and foresight of the
papal hierarchy; and the
mouth speaking great things, a

fit symbol of the arrogant
claims of the bishops of
Rome. Page 134

Editor’s Note: During the second seal, Branham said the
council elected a bishop from Rome (pope) who received
power afterward to kill those who disagreed. In Smith’s book,
he historically showed how the Bishop of Rome (pope) became
powerful enough (during the time period s of the second and
third seals) to overthrow three nations that opposed his teaching
and claims. Branham brought no new revelation regarding the
pope’s ascension to power during that time.

The council was held, and
they elected a head bishop.
And then by doing this they
united church and state
together. Page 192

Of this period Dr. Rice
remarks: "It represents a
secular period, or union of
church and state. Page 433

Now, we find out he unites
his power. Then when he
become both state and
church, the ecclesiastical,
then what are you going to
do? He forms his own
religion, and now he can do
whatever he wants to. Then
he has the right to put to
death whosoever will not
agree with him. Page 193

The ecclesiastical power
sought the alliance of the
secular. Troubles and

commotions were the result.

The spirit of this period
perhaps reached its climax as
we come down to the days of
Constantine. Page 433

Editor’s Note: During the

second seal, both Smith and

Branham taught that church (ecclesiastical) and state (secular)
united. Again, Branham brought no new revelation.

*What is he? An organiz—
organizational system, the
first, number one church,
organized. And when he took
the—the understanding of
Constantine at the Nicaea

The spirit of this period
perhaps reached its climax as
we come down to the days of

Constantine ...He legislated
for the church, called the
Council of Nicaea....
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Council... We brought them
women, last night, and
showed how that Eve, the
first bride, before her
husband ever got to her, she
fell by disbelieving God's
Word in Eden. The spiritual
Bride that was borned on the
day of Pentecost of Christ,
before He could get to her,
what happened? She fell at
Rome. Fourth Seal, P. 275

Constantine made  decrees
against some errors, and was
praised, and suffered to go on
and introduce many other
errors, and oppose some
important truths. Page 433

Editor’s Note: Branham said
Council in Rome by followi
Smith had already written this

the church fell at the Nicene
ng Constantine’s understanding.
fact. Again, no new teaching.

Pagan Rome brought into
papal Rome, when the
incarnate  antichrist  spirit
become incarnate and was
crowned, he was made a
crowned king of Rome, both

in state and church together.

Oh, brother. See? It's just full
of it. See? Page 196

*Watch. Oh, what a shrewd
thing he is. Here he is. Now,
we got our picture and know
that he's Rome. We know
that he's the white horse
rider. We know that he went
forth as a doctrine. And then
what was pagan Rome?
Converted into papal Rome
and crowned. _The First Seal,
Page 149

**To this beast the dragon
gives his seat, his power, and
great authority. By what power
was pagan Rome succeeded?
We all know that it was by
Papal Rome. P. 561

**Pagan Rome was
remodeled into papal Rome
And the place of his sanctuary,
or worship, the city of Rome,
was cast down. The seat of
government was removed by
Constantine in A.D.330 to
Constantinople. This same
transaction is brought to view
in Rev.13:2, where it is said
that the dragon, pagan Rome,
gave to the beast, papal
Rome, his seat, the city of
Rome. Page 177

The council was held, and
they elected a head bishop.
And then by doing this they
united church and state
together. Then he dropped his
bow; he got off his white
horse; he got on his red

horse, for he can Kill
anybody that DON’'T
AGREE WITH HIM.

There's your Seal. Page 192

Mosheim says of this period,
"There was continual war and
trouble." This state of things
answers well to the declaration
of the prophet that power was
given to him that sat on the
horse "to take peace from the
earth, and that they should kill
one another: and there was
given unto him a great sword."
The Christianity of that time
had mounted the throne, and
bore the emblem of the civil
power. Page 433

Was his sword red? Was he

riding a red horse? What was
it? The same power, the same
rider. There's the Seal . They
admit sixty-eight million on

**Daniel beheld this horn
making war upon the saints .
Has such a war been waged by
the papacy? Fifty million
martyrs, with a voice like the

the martyrology besides all
those put to death outside of
that. Page 193

sound of many waters answer,
Yes. Witness the  cruel
persecutions of the Waldenses,
the Albigenses, and Protestants
in general, by the papal power.
It is stated on good authority
that the persecutions,
massacres, and religious wars
excited by the church and
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bishop of Rome  have
occasioned the shedding of far
more blood of the saints of
the Most High than all the

enmity, hostility and
persecutions  of  professed
heathen peoples from the
foundation of the world. P 141

Editor’s Note: Again Branham said : “There’s your seal” as if
he introduced new revelations that pagan Rome became papal
Rome, or the pope and the Roman Catholic Church received
power to Kill those who disagreed with them after the union of
church and state. Smith’s said the same thing about pagan and
papal Rome. He also said the Christianity of that time had
received civil power : "to take peace from the earth, and that
they should kill one another.” Smith list 50 million ma rtyrs in
his book; Branham spoke of 68 million martyrs.

Comments; After admitting to reading Smith ’s book, “I got
Smith's book on "Daniel's Revelation™ (The First Seal), we can
clearly see that Branham used hi s information. He further said
about Smith’s book: “Well, now I'll study it from that
standpoint" (The First Seal). So then, did an angel reveal the
second seal, or the books of men?

The answer is becoming more obvious as we realize that
Branham appears to be a prolific reader of other men’s teachings
on these subjects. But sadly, he passed on the information as
though he had supernaturall y received it from God , saying: “And
then all of a sudden when | got quiet, here it just unfolded like
that. Then I'd grab a pen right quick, and go to writing itdow n
like that, whatever | was seeing and doing, watching it like that
till 1 got it wrote down” (The Seventh Seal).

Also, after ad mitting to reading Smith’s views about the first
seal (on page 431), Branham dismisses his understanding, saying:
"Well, now I'll study it from that standpoint.” And there about
twelve o'clock in the day the Holy Spirit just swept right down into
the room, and the whole thing just opened up to me, and there it
was...2... of this—of this First Seal being opened (The First
Seal). As stated, Branham knew since his July 30, 1961 sermon
this seal pertained to the antichrist before his 1963 sermon.

Branham also knew that some Adventists were in the
audience: “Many of you Adventist brethren here knows the
book, and many of you others also by reading it” (The First
Seal). Perhaps, Branham tried to hide any charge of plagiarism by
dismissing what Smith said about the first seal on page 431 of his
1897 book. Branham knew that Smith’s teachings on the second
seal along with other sections in his book were similar to his first
seal. Smith detailed teaching about the papacy being the little
horn (antichrist) foretold by Daniel is found on pages 134, 141 -
162, 176-177, 180, and 281-304 (see Daniel and the Revelation).

So then, Branham did not reveal this seal nor tie up any loose
end seeing that past writers presented vast historic al information
pertaining to the papacy and the horse riders throughout church
history. Branham did not add any new insight to this concept.
Just because Mr. Smith did not assign the first horse rider as being
the antichrist does negate all the detailed information in his book
regarding the papacy . Throughout Smith’s book, he had already
written what Branham taught as his personal revela tions in the
seven seals pertaining to the popes’ rise to power as the antichrist.

Remember, when teaching Daniel’s seventy weeks in 1961,
Branham admits that Smith and others had enlightened him : “Mr.
Smith of the Adventist church for his views. I'm very grateful o
Dr. Larkin of his views. I'm grateful to all these great scholars
for their views on this. And in reading them, it enlightens me.”
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Yet, after making this statement, he pretended to downplay their
influence:*“But to get the views that I—I thought that | would like
to explain, | searched through the encyclopedia of time to find out
what time meant. ” (08-06-61). Likewise, Branham downplayed
their influence during his teachings on the seven seals in 1963.

Thus, throughout the years, Branham’s followers have read
and quoted from his sermons with a sense of arrogance as though
no one else i n the entire world had  the revelation of the seven
seals except them. They do not know the Seventh Day Adventist
and the Jehovah’s Witnesses had these interpretations before their
alleged end time prophet of Malachi 4:5-6 was born.

After viewing Smith’s book, he had vast knowledge regarding
secular and church history . As this study shall prove, Branham
got his understanding that the United States is the lamb-like beast
in Revelation 13 from Smith. Thus, when writing about the seven
seals on pages 431 -457 and 475 -476 of his book, it appears that
Mr. Smith did not go into great details about the papacy since he
had dealt with the subject in the earlier chapters of his book.

However, Mr. Smith’s attempt to apply many historic events
as the actual fulfillment of the book Revelation has proven to be
incorrect. Remember, he was a Seventh Day Adventist. William
Miller, the fo under of the initial Adventist group , predicted that
Jesus would come in 1844, L ater, after Miller had repeated failed
predictions, Ellen G. White—the founder of the Seventh Day
Adventist—and other leaders spiritualized the failed coming of
Christ. How? By saying he did not return to the earth, but entered
the heavenly sanctuary in 1844 for investigative judgment. [%4
But, Hebrews chapters 8 & 9 said Jesus entered this place after his
ascension (Heb. 6:19-20). These leaders misinterpreted Daniel
7:9-10 and 8:14 instead of admitting their errors when Jesus did
not appear on March 21, April 18, and October 22 of 1844.

On page 162 of Smith’s book, he believed in this investigative
judgment of 1844, saying: “In 1844, the judgment of verse 10
began to sit; namely, the investigative judgment, in the heavenly
sanctuary, preparatory to the coming of Christ.” After this
statement, Smith connected the decline of the papacy’s temporal
power in 1870 to support his interpretation of Daniel 7:9-10.
Much time has pass since this failed int erpretation of 1844. For
Branham, it has been decades since his death and failed prediction
that Jesus’ millennial reign would begin in 1977. Yet, people
continue to trust these failed forerunners of Christ’s return.

William Branham vs. Albert Barnes

What William Branham Said: What Albert Barnes Said:

The council was held, and
they elected a head bishop.
And then by doing this they
united church and state
together. Page 192

**But the prophecy had
declared that this horn
would rise to supreme
power, and that in reaching
this position it would subdue
three kings. Some difference
of opinion has existed in
regard to the particular
powers which were
overthrown in the interest

Now, we find out he unites his
power. Then when he become
both state and church, the
ecclesiastical, then what are

you going to do? He forms his
own religion, and now he can

do whatever he wants to. Then
he has the right to put to death
whosoever will not agree with
him. Page 193

Notice Satan's trinity: same
person coming, just incarnate
from one to the other. That's

of the papacy, in reference
to which the following
remark by Albert Barnes
seems very pertinent: "In the
confusion that existed on the
breaking up of the Roman
empire, and the imperfect
accounts of the transactions
which occurred in the rise of
the papal power, it would

the way them bugs did, them | not be wonderful if it should

worms, one to the other | be difficult to find events

(Exactly.), Nicolaitane, | distinctly  recorded that
spiritual  antichrist, Pope, | would be in all respects an
false prophet; beast, the devil | accurate  and  absolute

fulfillment of the vision. Yet
it is possible to make out the
fulfillment of this with a
good degree of certainty in
the history of the papacy." -
Notes on Daniel 7 (Daniel
and Revelation, Page 145).

himself incarnate. Page 181

Comments: In Barnes’ writings, he referred to the rise of papal
power in history as the fulfillment of the prophecy regarding the
little horn (antichrist) in Daniel 7:23-25. What Branham taught in
the seals as special revelations concerning the pope’s historic  al
rise to power were already known. The above excerpt came from
Smith’s book. | quoted from his book instead of referring back to
this excerpt published in “Barnes Notes” (1834) to show that
Branham may have been familiar with the writings of Barnes.

How? Well, Branham admitted to reading Smith’s book,
which mentions Dr. Barnes. Smith further mentions him on page
237, saying: “Dr. Barnes, in his notes on this passage, and
particularly on the words ""most holy," says: ...” and on page
696: “Mr. “Albert Barnes, whose notes on the New Testament
have been so extensively used ....” Later, | will present evidence
that suggest Branham may have read Barnes’ book . Remember,
he said: “I've read every book on it I could find” (First Seal).

Plagiarism of Third Seal

VERSES 5-6: And when he had opened the third seal, | heard the
third beast say, Come and see. And | beheld, and lo a black horse;
and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in hishand.  And |
heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of
wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny;
and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.

William Branham vs. Clarence Larkin

What William Branham Said: What Clarence Larkin Said:

*Now, let's notice the Third | When the “THIRD SEAL”
Seal. Now, this is famine. | was broken John heard the
_The Sixth Seal, Page 370 third or “Man-like Living

Creature” say—"“Come,” and a
“BLACK HORSE” appeared...
The  “BLACK  HORSE”
signifies famine... Page 56

Comments: Although Branham draws little from Larkin’s book
during his third seal’s sermon, he finds the key theme, which is
“famine.” But, in the fifth and sixth seals, he draws heavily from
Larkin’s writings. During the third and fourth seals, it appears that
Branham got his understanding from Russell’s and Smith’s books.

William Branham vs. Charles Taze Russell

What William Branham Said:

What Charles Russell Said:

This rider is the same one but
another stage of his ministry.
Page 236

Here he comes in as the
antichrist, as the false prophet,

And he that sat on him.—
The same rider, the
Antichrist. Page 112

**And unto Pergamos- The

church during the period of
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then the beast, then in dark
age. Page 236

the rise of Antichrist. P. 17

*Three stages: first stage he's
called antichrist; second stage,

he's called the false prophet;

third stage, he's called the
beast. _First Seal, Page 152

6:5. And when He had
opened the third seal
Disclosing the third epoch
in the history of Antichrist.

Editor’s Note: Same rider and th

ird stage were Russell’s ideas.

The Bible didn't call him a
pope. The Bible called him a
false prophet. Why? Yeah. Of
course he must be a false
prophet by his antichrist spirit
that taught antichrist against
the original Word. 'Cause if
you taught against the original
Word, it was antichrist. P. 237

And | beheld, and | o, a black
horse.—Complete disregard
of the Scriptures by clergy
and people alike, and in their
place the ugly creeds and
bulls of popes and councils.
Page 112

Editor’s Note: False doctrine s b

eing introduced by the rider of

the black horse (Antichrist, Popes) was Russell’s idea.

His great power comes; he was
made vicar of heaven and
worshipped as God, ruler of
the earth. Page 238

**Said Pope Innocent Il —
The pope holds the place of
the true God. Page 187

His balances or his scales in
his hand (You see?), calling
out "A measure of wheat for a
penny, and three measures of
barley for a penny." See?
Actually that is... Wheat and
barley is natural staff of life.
That's what bread and stuff's
made from. Pages 240-241

Had a pair of balances In
his hand.—"Balance joined
with symbols denoting the
sale of corn and fruits by
weight, becomes the symbol
of scarcity; bread by weight
being a curse in Lev. 26:26
and in Ezek. 4:16,17." Page
112

What it means, that he was
charging his subjects for the
kind of the hope of life that
he was sending out to them
by making... he started in that
very time of making them_pay
for prayer, charging for
prayer. They still do it —
novenas. "Cause, what was he
doing? Capturing the wealth of
the world, the scale weighing
out a measure of wheat for a
penny and three measures of
barley for a penny. Page 241

See? So... And barley bread

and wheat bread... He was
charging for that kind of a life
that he was giving to his

subjects, charging for prayer
by the priest to pray people
out of purgatory. Charging...
(Now, I'm taking this right out

of history). Page 241

During this period the
common people could have
In their own tongue only a
few words or verses of the
Scriptures; and for these they
were obliged to pay large
sums to the clergy, who
alone had the ability to

translate from the dead
languages, or even to read at
all. As the services were in
Latin the people were starved
spiritually. Page 113

Editor’s Note: Like Russell, Bra
to people paying money for relig

nham said the 3 ™ seal pertains
ious services by the priests.

Notice... Here's the good part
now. Notice, "See that thou
hurt not this wine and oil." Just
a little bit of it left, brother.
"Don't you touch that." Now,
oil is—symbolizes the Spirit,

And see thou hurt not the
oil.—The supply of the oil,
the Holy Spirit of full
submission to the will of God
was low; the light of the true
Church was feeble indeed.
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the Holy Spirit. Page 241 Page 113

And the wine.—Wine is a
symbol of doctrine, true or
false, and its accompanying
Joys. In this case it refers to
the true doctrines of the
Kingdom. But little
knowledge of the coming
Kingdom was prevalent then,
and the joys of the Church
were proportionately small.
Page 113

Now, oil typifies Spirit, and
wine symbolizes stimulation
of revelation. Page 242

When the truth of a promised
Word of God has been truly
revealed to His saints that's
filled with oil, they all get
stimulated. Wine is a
stimulation. Glory, | feel it
right now, stimulated with_joy
shouts. And when it does, it
has the same effect upon the m
that—that wine does upon a
natural man; because when the
revelation has been given of a
truth of God, and the true
believer filled with oil, and the
revelation is revealed, the
stimulation becomes so great
that it makes him behave
hisself unnormally. Page 242

Editor’s Note: Branham said nothing different from Russell.

Look here, "And l—and I| 6:6. And | heard AS IT
heard a voice inthe midst of | WERE a voice—The voice
the four beasts..." What was| of the Lord Jesus, the
it? The Lamb. Amen. It | Guardian and Caretaker of
wasn't the four beasts. The | the true Church. —Matt
Lamb said it. Why. He's going | 28:20. Page 113

to take His own ; that belongs
to Him. P. 245

Comments: Need | say anything? The similarities of words and
understanding are too close; leading us to suspect that Branham
gathered information from Russell’s book . If not, it proves he
was not the first to teach the above concepts.

Branham made it appear as his insight that Catholicism
forcing people to pay money for religious services and the wine
and oil, which represented the joy that comes from understanding
God’s word, were his revelation of the third seal. But, those
interpretations appeared to come from the book of Charles Taze
Russell, the founder of the Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Also, Branham taught another familiar Russell and Jehovah’s
Witnesses’ doctrine that Christ was Michael the archangel, while
at the same time teaching the Apostolic Oneness’ doctrine that he
was God. How can Jesus be both God and a created angelic being
called Michael? (Heb. 1:5) As we shall later prove, Branham had
many contradictory teachings, which is one reason his followers
are constantly feuding among themselves over contradicting
quotes. This is uracceptable for a man who claimed to be the
prophet and restorer of the word in  Malachi 4:5-6, the angel of
Revelation 10:7, and the revealer of Christ in Luke 17:30 (these
verses are misinterpreted by Branham, as this study shall prove).

William Branham vs. Uriah Smith

What William Branham Said: What Uriah Smith Said:

He has started riding him in
the time of the dark ages.
That's what the dark horse
represented: the dark ages,
for it was a time of midnight
to the true believers that was
left. Page 240

How rapidly the work of

corruption progresses! What a
contrast in color between this

symbol and the first one: A
black horse - the very
opposite of white! A period of
great darkness and moral
corruption in the church must
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be denoted by this symbol.
Page 434

See? Now, here he is on his
black horse now, coming
forth, dark age, that was
that time, just about the time
after the church got set up
and got in power, they
smothered out everything
else and went through about
hundreds and hundreds and
hundreds of years is what
every reader knows that was
the dark ages....Page 240

And then the Bible didn't call
him a pope. The Bible called
him a false prophet. Why?
Yeah. Of course he must be a
false prophet by his
antichrist spirit that taught
antichrist against the
original Word. Page 237

By the events of the second
seal the way was fully opened
for that state of things to be
brought about which is here
presented. The time that
intervened between the reign
of Constantine and the
establishment of the papacy
in A.D. 538 may be justly
noted as the time when the
darkest errors and grossest
superstitions sprang up in
the church. P. 434

...yet the Lord was not
unmindful of them in this

period of darkness. Page 437

Editor’s Note: Smith taught that the black horse represented a
period of great darkness whereby false teachings (grossest

superstition) entered the church

. This occurred after the pope’s

rise to power, which ac cording to his writings happened after

the union of church and state during the secon

d seal. Along

with Charles Russell’s interpretation, Branham also appears to
be following Smith’s explanation regarding the third seal.

Oh, now, his great power
comes; he was made vicar
of heaven and worshipped as
God, ruler of the earth. Page
238

This extract from Mosheim
contains a description of the
period covered by the black

horse of the third seal that

answers accurately to the
prophecy. It is seen by this

how paganism was
incorporated into Christianity,
and how, during this period ,
the false system  which
resulted in the establishment
of the papacy, rapidly
rounded out its full outlines,

and ripened into all its
deplorable perfection of

strength and stature. P. 437

Editor’s N ote: Both Smith and Branham are speaking of the

pope’s rise to power during the

third seal.

His great power comes;, he
was made vicar of heaven
and worshipped as God, ruler
of the earth. By uniting the

church and state together

made him ruler on earth,
give him a crown over that.

He could pray the souls out
of purgatory. He could also
inter... He was just like God

on earth: instead of God.
Page 238

The Balances. - "The balances
denoted that religion and civil
power would be united in the
person who would administer
the executive power in the
government, and that he
would claim the judicial
authority both in church and
state. This was true among the
Roman emperors from the
days of Constantine until the
reign of Justinian, when he
gave the same judicial power
to the bishop of Rome." -
Miller's Lectures, Page 437

Editor’s Note: Smith and Branham continue to geak of the

pope’s rise in power after the union of church and state.

The rider on a black horse

(See?) he was making—
stripping his subjects of their
money, when the Bible
predicts that he holds about
the wealth of the world. As
we said last night about

Russia and all that, they just

take all the money and just
stripped the people for
everything  they've  got,
everything. So there you are.

Now, notice. Do you see
where that old money taken
in church comes from? P 241

The Wheat and Barley. - "The
measures of wheat and barley
for a penny denote that the
members of the church
would be eagerly engaged
after worldly goods, and the
love of money would be the
prevailing spirit of the times;
for they would dispose of
anything for money." Page
437

Editor’s Note: Smith taught that the wheat and barley for a
penny (Denarius - a day’s wages) denotes the church being
involved in gaining money. Combine his writing with Russell
regarding the third seal that the laity “...were obliged to pay
large sums to the clergy:” we can plainly see where Branham
likely got his understanding of the third seal pertaining to the
acquisition of money by the Roman Catholic Church. It is sad
that Branham said nothing new; yet, pass these interpretations
to his followers as revealed mysteries from an angel of God.

What it means, that he was
charging his subjects for the
kind of the hope of life that he
was sending out to them by
making... he started in that
very time of making them
pay for prayer, charging for
prayer. They still do it —
novenas. "Cause, what was he
doing? Capturing the wealth
of the world, the scale
weighing out a measure of

wheat for a penny and three
measures of barley for a

penny. Page 241

And it is well attested by all
historians that the prosperity
of the church in this age

produced the  corruptions
which finally terminated in the
falling away, and the setting
up of the anti- christian
abominations." - 1d. Page 437

Editor’s Note: Branham said the church captured the wealth of
the world during the third seal. As shown, Snith not only held

this view, but says historians
brought no new revelation.

did likewise. Thus, Branham

Now, oil typifies Spirit, and
wine symbolizes stimulation
of revelation. Page 242

The Oil and the Wine. - These
"denote the graces of the

Spirit, faith and love, and there
was great danger of hurting

these, under the influence of
so much of a worldly spirit.
Page 437

Look here, "And l—and |
heard a voice inthe midst of
the four beasts ..."" What was
it? The Lamb. Amen. It
wasn't the four beasts. The

Lamb said it. Why. He's
going to take His own; that
belongs to Him. He's
redeemed it. See? Amen. Page
245

It will be observed that the
voice limiting the amount of
wheat for a penny, and saying,
"Hurt not the oil and the

wine," is not spoken by any

one on earth, but comes
from the midst of the four
living creatures; signifying
that, though the  under
shepherds, the professed
ministers of Christ on earth,
had no care for the flock , yet
the Lord was not unmindful
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of them in this period of
darkness. Page 437

Editor’s Note: Smith identified

the voice from the midst of the

four beasts as the voice of Christ. Branham did the same thing.

"Don't you touch that oil." No,
sir. Not the four beasts, but
the Lamb was the One that
said it. Now, oh, my. The

Lamb, not the four beasts
didn't announce this. The
Lamb said Itself: When the
four beasts said, "Come and
see," and they went, and they

seen it like that, and He said,

"A measure of wheat for a

penny, and a four mea -... and
so much like this, and so
much barley..." But then the
Lamb cried out right among
them, and said, ""But don't

A voice comes from heaven .
He takes care that the spirit of
worldliness does not prevail to
such a degree that
Christianity  should  be
entirely lost, or that the oil
and the wine, the graces of
genuine piety, should entirely
perish from the earth.
"VERSE 7. Pages 437-438

horses or no time that this rider
ever rode, they didn't have--
that man had no _name, but
now he is called death. It's not
mentioned. See? He's revealed
now what he is --is death. Page
263

Horses are not named, but
it will be very clear when
the events they chronicle
occur, who and what is
meant. Here however the
Rider is personified and
called "DEATH," and his

consort is called "HADES,"

they are inseparable

companions. Page 57
*Fourth  Seal, pestilence and | However the Rider is
death... _The Sixth Seal , Page | personified and called

370

“DEATH,” and his consort
is called “HADES,” they are

inseparable companions.
The reference here is clearly

to some great

PESTILENCE that shall
come upon the earth. P. 57

hurt the wine and oil. P. 246

Editor’s Note: Branham taught that the phrase “Hurt not the oil
and wine” was Christ protecting his people during that time in
history and warning the p revailing powers not to hurt them. As
shown, he appeared to have gotten this interpretation from
Smith. Notice, Smith shows Christ (the voice from heaven)
protecting his people so that the grace and piety of true
Christianity does not perish from the earth during that time.

*Matthew 24:7 and 8. I'm
sorry. Now, that opens up the
rain... or the famine, opens up
the famine. All right, now the
pestilences and death ... Yes,
sir, now we're going to it; 7 and
8, now, that would be the
Fourth Seal. _The Sixth Seal,
Page 371

...and the PESTILENCE,

to cut off from it man and
beast."...But awful as those

days will be, they will be
only the “BEGINNING OF
SORROWS” for those who
are left. Matt. 24:6-8. Page
58

Comments: When considering Branham’s teachi ng on the seven
seals, he spent the majority of his sermons on a wide range of
biblical and non-biblical topics. Then, he waits near the end of the
sermon to reveal the supposedly hidden mystery of that seal.
Sadly, when Branham teaches on the seals, he brings nothing
different from the books he read.

When you look at the amount of paragraphs in Branham’s
sermons where he actually taught on a particular seal, you will
realize that he had little to say about that subject except what was
read from other writers. For example, the sermon on the third seal
has 351 paragraphs. Branham actual teaching of that seal is
between paragraphs 294 -306 and 328-339. The remainder of the
sermons are repetitions and fill-ins (more observations later).

Plagiarism of Fourth Seal

VERSES 7-8: And when he had opened the fourth seal, | heard
the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. ~ And | looked,
and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death,
and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them
over the fourth part of tre earth, to kill with sword, and with
hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.

William Branham vs. Clarence Larkin

What William Branham Said: What Clarence Larkin Said:

Is that right? Sure, a mixed

color—the mixed color of the
dead, pale horse of the
world... Now, that's right.
Mixed colors of the dead,

worldly form of the pale horse.
Page 285

Note the " corpse-like"
color of the Horse. Page 57

Now, notice, none of the other
rider... None of the other

It is worthy of note that the
Riders of the first three
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Comment: During the fourth seal, Branham draws little from
Larkin’s writings. But, Branham says enough to let us know that
he was still reading Larkin’s book during this seal.

William Branham vs. Charles

Taze Russell

What William Branham Said:

What Charles Taze Russell Said

He said, "Come and see the
fourth mystery of the Book of
Redemption  that's  been
hidden in this Book. Come,
see." And John went to see,
and he saw a pale horse and
again the same rider upon
this pale horse. Page 263

This one mixes its colors of
red, white, black. Three colors
in one—represented in one,
and three powers represented

in one: a white horse, a black

horse, red horse, and three
crowns inone. See? Sure. |
seen the crown myself—
stood, oh, that close and

looked at it. Wouldn't let me

get to it on account of the

glass. So there it was, a big
lock on it, setting in a case,
triple crown; so | know it's the
truth. So there he was —triple
crown. Vicar of heaven,
purgatory, and earth. P. 273

And his name that sat on him

was Death—Still the same
rider, the Papacy; and an apt
description of its chief claim to

recognition during the pre-
Reformation period. Page 114

And power was given unto
them.—To his Holiness, the
Pope, and all the cardinals,

bishops, archbishops, priests,
Inquisitors, kings and rulers.
Page 116

** On the pope's crown in the
Vatican museum is the

recognized and most used title'
"of the pope, VICARIVS FILII
DEI (Vicar of the Son of God.)
The word VICARIVS is on the
top of the threefold crown.
Page 215

**Hence the pope is crowned
with a triple crown, king of
heaven, of earth and of hell.
Page 260

No wonder he could
impersonate himself in the

*And | beheld, and lo, a black
horse.—Complete disregard
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personified name of —and
called death. He sure was.
Now. God only knows how
many he caused to spiritually
die by his anti-Bible Word
teaching. This is the one he
put sixty -eight million to the
sword and killed, and
probably literally billions died
spiritually on his  false
teaching. Page 267

of the Scriptures by clergy
and people alike, and in their
place the ugly creeds and bulls
of popes and councils. Third
Seal Page 113

Fourth stage of the rider ...
Watch. The fourth stage of
this rider is called death. Page
274

6:7. And when He had opened
the fourth seal. —Disclosing
the history of the Papacy in its
fourth stage. Page 114

Editor’s Note: The pale horse being the fourth stage of the
same rider (triple crowned Popes) was Russell’s idea.

Notice. Now, this fellow, we
find out that he's riding on a
pale horse. Pale... Oh, my.
After... Notice, after sixty-
eight million Protestants , as

we took from —from
Schmucker's "Glorious
Reform" of the—of the

martyrology of Rome, last
night... We find that up to the
fifteen hundred mark (I

believe it was, or eighteen, |

don't remember exactly now)
but there was sixty -eight
million put to death to
protest the first Roman
church, Rome. Page 267

Say, Come and see. —Come
and see what would seem to be
the most unwise thing the Lord
could possibly permit to
happen to His Church. 6:8.
And | looked, and behold a
pale horse .—The ghastly and
horrible teachings that God's
true people must be
"exterminated." "The ghastly
green of terror and of death .
The word Isused of grass in
Rev. 8:7; 9:4; Mark 6:39."—
Cook. Page 114

The city of Beaters was
stormed and taken in 1209,

and the citizens without regard
for age or sex, perished by the
sword to the number of sixty
thousand, as reported by
several historians. The blood
of those who fled to churches,

and were murdered there by
the holy crusaders , drenched
the altars and flowed through
the streets. It Is estimated that

one  hundred thousand
Alblgenses fell In one day ;
and their bodies were heaped
together and burned. Page 115

Hell followed with him. —All

the people Killed by the pope
went to hell, and he himself

went there also. Page 115

Editor’s Note: Russell taught that the pale horse rider called
death was fulfilled when the popes (Antichrist) and the Roman
Catholic Church brutally killed God’s true people. Russell
provides a couple of horrendo us examples to illustrate this pale
horse ride in history. Branham taught the same.

So there he was —triple
crown. Vicar of heaven,
purgatory, and earth. Three
powers united together, see,
all mixed up in a color, pale.

Death spoke in a whole thing.

And with the beasts of the
earth—The evil govern*
ments. "Kings and princes
who trembled for the security
of their crowns, If they to any
extent Incurred the pope's
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Political, and—and
religious, and—and demon
powers mixed together. Page

273

displeasure, were sworn to
exterminate heresy, and those
barons who neglected to aid
in the work of persecution
forfeited their estates. Kings
and princes, therefore, were
prompt to comply with the
mandates of the Papacy, and
the barons and their retainers
were at their service, to aid in
the work of destruction." P.
117

To kill with sword, and [with
hunger] FAMINE and [with]
death.—The destruction of
New Creatures by wresting of
the Scriptures and their
spiritual starvation are here in
evidence; but there was also a
literal fulfilment. *"Human and
Satanic Ingenuity were taxed
to their utmost to invent new
and horrible tortures, for

both the political and
religious opponents  of

Antichrist. Page 117

Editor’s Note: During t his seal, Branham said the popes had
political and religious power, which is nothing new. Why?
Because Russell said the popes had religious and political
powers during this seal to torture people and remove kings.

All right, remember, He gave
her a space to repent.

Thyatira Age was the dark
age. The dark horse rider
rode in that time , when all
the masses and everything
had to be paid for and the
prayers and—and the
novenas and so forth. P. 278

There you are, Thyatira Age,
the dark age. His black horse
now turns to death for his
last ministry. See how the
church ages blend in with the

Seals just perfect, then we
know it's right. Page 278

6:7. And when He had opened
the fourth seal.—Disclosing
the history of the Papacy in its
fourth stage, the period
synchronizing  with  the
Thyatlra and Sardis epochs.
See Rev. 2:18-29; 3:1-6. Page
114

**And unto Thyatira—The
Church during the Dark Ages,
the period of Antichrist's
glory, and persecution by
Papal Rome. Page 17

**In defense of their liberty,
and such were put to death
by Papacy; it overcame the
saints during its 1260 years of
power." Page 199

Editor’s Note: As stated, Mr. Russell taught the seven church
ages in his book: “The Finished Mystery.” He referred to these
ages as epochs. Branham definitely got his teachings of the se
ages from Clarence Larkin, and possibly ~ from Russell, Uriah
Smith, and Cyrus Scofield. As shown, Russell synchronized the
fourth seal with the Th yatira and Sardis church ages , which he
called. the “Dark Ages.” Branham did the same with Thyatira..

Jezebel is the type of the

modern church today, 'cause
Catholic and Protestants
are joined together now.
Right. There is no getting

around it. They're both
denominations, so it's—so it's

*'The  ‘'sure word of
prophecy* indicates very
clearly that the various

Protestant sects will form a

cooperative union or federacy,
and that Catholicism and
Protestantism will affiliate,
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just mother and sister. That's | neither losing its identity.
all. They fuss and argue with | (taken from Sixth Seal). Page
one another, but it's the same | 121

thing, both harlots. Now, I'm
not saying that myself. I'm
quoting from Thus Saith
The Lord. Page 290

Editor’s Note: Branham’s followers think he first revealed that
Catholics and Protestants will joined to form  an image to the
beast. But, as this study shall later prove, Mr. Russell had
already written that the union of these religious groups will
form the image of the beast. Are you beginning to see the most
likely source of Branham’s revelations concerning this seal?

Comments: It is interesting to note that Branham said the pale
color of this horse was a combine d mixture of the previous white,
red, and black horses. But , the Greek word for pale is Chloros,
which is actually a pale green, not a grayish pale.  This word is
used for grass in Revelation 8:7 an d 9:4. For a man supposedly
led by God’s angel to make this mistake undermines his claims.

Also, Russell said all the people killed by the popes went to
hell. Russell believed hell refers to the literal grave after death . [
He also believed those thrown in the lake of fire will be instantly
consumed. Like Russell, Branham believed hell is not eternal. His
entire erroneous revelation of hell is based on the words “eternal”
and “everlasting.” He taught that the word everlasting is different
from eternal. When referring to hell in Matthew 25:41, Jesus
referred to the fires of hell as everlasting.

Branham failed to realize that the same Greek word “aionios”
is used for both everlasting and eternal, as shown in Matthew
25:46. A simple Greek lexicon could have prevented him  from
making such a major doctrinal mistake (studied later).

William Branham vs. Uriah Smith

What William Branham Said: What Uriah Smith Said:

Notice. Now, this fellow, we
find out that he's riding on a
pale horse. Pale... Oh, my.
After... Notice, after sixty -
eight million Protestants, as

A strange state of things in the
professed church must be

denoted by this symbol. The
rider on this horse is named
Death; and Hell (the grave)

we took from —from | follows with him. The
Schmucker's "Glorious | mortality is so great during
Reform” of the —of the | this period that it would seem

martyrology of Rome, last
night... We find that up to
the fifteen hundred mark (I
believe it was, or eighteen, |

don't remember exactly now)
but there was sixty-eight
million put to death to
protest the first Roman
church, Rome. Page 267

as if "the pale nations of the

dead" had come upon the
earth, and were following in
the wake of this desolating
power. The period during
which this seal applies can

hardly be mistaken. It must
refer to the time in which the
papacy bore its unrebuked,
unrestrained, and persecuting

rule, commencing about
A.D. 538, and extending to
the time when the

Reformers commenced their
work of exposing the
corruptions of the papal
systems. " Page 438

Editor’s Note: Smith taught that the pale horse of death was the
papacy persecuting and killing people. According to him, this

period began in 538 AD and ended in the days of the reformers
during the Reformation. Branham also taught that the pale

horse of death was the church of Rome killing martyrs that
ended in 1500’s, which is the same Reformation pe riod. Once
again, Branham brought no new revelation to suggest that an

angel of God revealed this seal

convincingly disproving his claims.

to him. All the evidences are

He said, "Come and see the
fourth mystery of the Book of
Redemption ~ that's  been
hidden in this Book. Come,
see." And John went to see,
and he saw a pale horse and
again the same rider upon
this pale horse. Page 263

So there he
crown. Vicar of heaven,
purgatory, and earth. Three
powers united together, see,
all mixedup ina color, pale.
Death spoke in a whole
thing. Page 273

was—triple

"And power was given unto

them" - him, says the margin;
that is, the power personified
by Death on the pale horse;

namely, the papacy. Page
438

Editor’s Note: Before Branham, Smith believed the fourth rider

was the papacy (popes). But,

him for believing the first seal was Christ (see page 36).

Branham had openly criticized

No wonder he could
impersonate himself in the
personified name of—and
called death. He sure was.
Now. God only knows how
many he caused to spiritually
die by his anti -Bible Word
teaching. This is the one he
put sixty-eight million to the
sword and killed, and
probably literally billions died
spiritually on his false
teaching. No wonder he could
take the name of death. Page
267

"And power was given unto
them" - him, says the margin;
that is, the power personified
by Death on the pale horse;
namely, the papacy. By the
fourth part of the earth is
doubtless meant the territory
over which this power had
jurisdiction; while the words
sword, hunger, death (that is,
some infliction which causes
death, as exposure, torture,
etc.), and beasts of the earth,
are figures denoting the
means by which it has put to
death its martyrs, fifty
millions of whom, according
to the lowest estimate, call
for vengeance from beneath
its bloody altar. Page 438

Editor’s N ote: Smith says fifty (50) million
were killed during this period .
million were put to death. Although the numbers are somewhat
different, the understanding of this seal is the same.

or more martyrs
Branham says sixty -eight (68)

Comments: It is becoming more obvious that Branham is reading
Smith’s book, which he openly admitted: “I got Smith's book on
""Daniel’'s Revelation". He further said: “Well, now I'll study it
from that standpoint' (The First Seal). Are you beginning to see
Branham’s likely source of revelations about this seal; even
though he denied being influenced by Smith (see pages 29-30)?

William Branham vs. John Gill 98]

What William Branham Said: What John Gill Said:

*Now, we see that the devil | And | heard as it were the noise
changing  four—a—four | of thunder; a voice very loud
beasts meant what power | and sonorous, exciting the
they was revealed to the — | attention of John: one of the
what power he revealed to four beasts saying, come and
the world and how they | see; this was the of the four

ended on this pale death | living creatures, for the word
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horse. Now, let's look at
God's powers of these
beasts to combat them.
The first beast of God that
He went out to meet the
antichrist with, the
antichrist spirit when it said
it's just his teaching. Now,
remember, when the
antichrist first rode, he was
in a teaching ministry . The
antichrist rode first in a
teaching ministry. And
watch the one that went to
meet him, the Lion, the
Lion of the tribe of Juda,
which is the Word. When
his false teaching went
forth, the true Word went to
meet him. That's the reason
we had an lrenaeus, and a
Polycarp, and—and—and
those fellows, Saint
Martin. When that
antichrist was riding with
his false teaching, God
sent His teaching out, the
Word, the Lion of the
tribe of Juda, which is the
Word made manifest in
the Holy Spirit. And the
Holy Spirit there to
manifest Himself which is
the Word. _The Fifth Seal,
Page 312

one is used in the same sense as
in the foregoing clause; and this
creature was like to a_lion,
Revelation 4:7: wherefore his
voice was loud, as when a lion
roars, Revelation 10:3, and is
fitly compared to thunder: there
is no need to look out for any
particular person, as intended by
this living creature; or to
conclude him to be Peter, as
Grotius, who was dead before
this seal was opened; or
Quadratus, Aristides, and Justin
Martyr, who  courageously
appeared in the Christian cause,
and made very excellent
apologies for it, with success,
since these lived under the
second seal; it is enough in
general to understand the
ministers of the Gospel, who,
as sons of thunder, loudly and
publicly preached the Gospel,
and, as lions, boldly and
bravely defended, and took
notice of the power and
providence of God in
succeeding their ministry, and
in weakening the kingdom of
Satan in the Gentile world, and
particularly in the Roman
empire; and therefore are
represented as calling to John to
"come and see"; observe and
take notice of the following
hieroglyphic, representing the
success of the Gospel ministry,
yzx at, "come and see,” is a
phrase often used by the Jews, to
stir up attention to what is about
to be said.

Editor’s Note: During Branham’s sermon on the fourth seal, he
introduced the functions of the four beasts of e ach seal. But, he
better explains them during the fifth seal. Branham made it
appear as his revelation that the four beast s (lion, ox, face of
man, and flying eagle) announcing the first four seals
represented God’s ministry throughout church history to
combat the four stages of Antichrist on the white, red, black,
and pale horses. He referred to these as the lion age, the ox age,
man age, and the eagle age. In the above quote, he likens the
lion age as minister s who used the word of God to combat the
Antichrist during its white horse’s ride.

But, John Gill had already written about this subject in his
commentary (published in 1746 -1766) nearly 200 years before
Branham. Gill was a noted theologian and his commentaries
were very popular. John Gill wrote in his commentary that the
lion represented true ministers living during the first seal who
publicly preached the Gospel. Like lions, they courageously
defended God’s providence. They weakened Satan’s kingdom
in the Gentile world. Branham basically brought nothing new.

*Now, the second beast
that the antichrist sent out
was a red beast, which was

I heard the second beast say,
come and see; this living
creature was the ox, whose

a—that he rode on—was to
take peace from the earth
and—and war. Now , the
second one that went to
combat him was the ox
beast. The ox means a
labor, a beast of _burden.

situation was on the west side of
the throne, as the standard of
Ephraim, on which was an ox,
was on the west of the camp of
Israel; no mention is made of the
noise of thunder, as before, the
voice of the ox being lower

_The Fifth Seal, Page 312

than that of the lion ; and th is
perhaps may point out a
decrease in the  Gospel

ministry; to fix on any
particular person, as, with
Grotius, the Evangelist
Matthew, because he

says, Matthew 24:7, nation shall
rise against nation, which carries
in it some likeness to what is
said at th e opening of this seal;

or, as with Brightman, Justin

Martyr, whose second apology
was not regarded by the

emperor, is mere conjecture; the
ministers of the Gospel are

intended who lived under this
seal, who, though they might not
be strong and courageous like
the lion, or their predecessors,
yet were like the ox, laborious
in preaching, and patient in
suffering; and these are
represented in this vision as
inviting John to behold and
observe the following
hieroglyphic.

Editor’s Note: As shown, Gill likens the ox as representing
those who labored in preaching and suffered hardship during
the red horse of the second seal. Branham said the same thing.

*Now, the third beast that
went out from the devil was
this black horse. See? Now,
the third beast that went
out, power from God to
combat him, to combat the
powers of the black horse,
was a__man, cunning,
smart, with the wisdom of
God. _The Fifth Seal , Page
315

Verse 5. And when he had
opened the third seal ,.... Of the
sealed book: | heard the third
beast say, come and see; this
living creature was that which
was like a man, who was on the
south side of the throne, as the
standard of Reuben, which had
the figure of a man, was on the
south side of the camp of Israel;
this was not the Apostle Paul , as
Grotius thinks, to whom was
made a prophecy of a famine in
the days of Claudius Caesar; nor
Tertullian, who made an
apology for the Christians in the
times of this seal, as Brightman
conjectures; but the ministers
of the Gospel, whose voice was
neither the voice of the lion nor
of the ox, but of a man , which
was still lower, but yet they

retained their  humanity,
reasoning  prudence, and
wisdom; and these are

represented as calling upon John
to come and see, and take notice
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| of the following hieroglyphic.

Editor’s Note: In the above quote, John Gill believed the third

beast like a man represented ministers of the gospel who
retained their reasoning, prudence (smartness), and wisdom
during the third seal. Branham taught the same thing.

*Notice. Now, the fourth | Verse 7. And when he had
beast that was sent forth to opened the fourth seal,.... Of
combat the antichrist in this | the seven seals of the sealed
last beast... Are you ready? | book; that is, when the Lamb
The last beast that was | had opened it, or took it off, as
sent forth, or the last | in Revelation 6:1. | heard the
power to combat the | voice of the fourth beast say,
antichrist  (who  was | come and see; this living
against the teaching of | creature was that which was like
God, the antichrist) was | an eagle, and was on the north
an eagle. See? The fourth | side of the throne, answerable to
living beast was an eagle. | the standard of Dan, which was
Now, you just study the | on the north of the camp of
ages, study the Scriptures, | Israel, and had the figure of an
it's a eagle. And in the| eagle upon it; and the opening of
Bible the last age was an | this seal begins with Maximinus
eagle age, and God likens | the Roman emperor, who came
the eagle to His prophets. | from Thrace, far north. This
See? It... Now, watch. The | living creature was not James,
last age, the eagle age—a | the brother of our Lord, who had
revealer of the true Word. | been dead long ago, as Grotius
See? _The Fifth Seal , Page | imagines; nor Cyprian, as
319 Brightman thinks, though he
lived under this seal; but the
ministers of the Gospel in
general in the times referred to
are intended: and it may denote
some decline in the Gospel
ministry, that they had not the
courage and strength of the
lion, as the first Gospel
preachers; nor the patience
and laboriousness of the ox ,
the next set of ministers; nor
the solidity and prudence of
the man, the ministers that
followed them; and vyet they
retained some degree of Light
and Knowledge, sagacity and
penetration, and contempt of
the world, signified by the
eagle; these invite John in a
visionary way to come and see
the following hieroglyphic.

Editor’s Note: Branham taught that the flying eagle represents a
revealer of the word, which he applied to his ministry. As
shown, Gill had already written in his commentary that the
flying eagle denoted true ministers who had light, knowledge,
sagacity (keen mental discernment) , and penetration (insight)
regarding the word of God. That is, these men had revelation s
during the fourth seal’s era. Branham taught the same thing.

Comments: After reading the similarities, the question we must

now ask: “Is this coincidental or did Branham have access D
Gill’s commentary?” Remember, Branham admitted to reading
every book he could find on the subject, saying : “I’d go in there
and pick up the notes. I'd pick up books of Dr. Smith, Uriah
Smith, and oh, all the writers in there, and read in —and read
down in their books” (The Seventh seal). He also said: “I've read

every book on it I could find.” (The First Seal).

He had earlier admitted in 1961:” I've been reading Dr.
Larkin's book, Dr. Smith's book, Dr. Scofield's notes, different
commentaries from men_everywhere..” But, of course, he only
mentions these men when disagreeing with their views as the
latter half of the previous quote says: “and yet I cannot put theirs
together to make it come out right. See?”” (Gabriel's Instructions
To Daniel 07-30-61). Branham never tells his audience how much
he agreed with these writers and used their information.

Although Branham may have historically applied these fo ur
beasts in different time periods than Gill, the similarities are
astounding. We may never know if Branham actually copied Gill.
But, one fact is certain, he basically brought nothing new in his
alleged revelation about these four beasts.

As a result, it becomes more obvious that an angel of God did
not reveal the hidden mystery of a seal that was already written in
a popular commentary book of a well known theologian . How
could Branham reveal something that was already revealed? Also,
Gill compared the four beasts around God’s throne with the
twelve tribes of Israel surrounding the tabernacle in the
wilderness. In Branham’s sermon: "Revelation, Chapter Four #3
(01-08-61),” he used the same illustrations (more later).

William Branham vs. Albert Barnes [7]

What William Branham Said: What Albert Barnes Said:

* Now, remember, when
the antichrist first rode, he

If the four living creatu res be
understood to be emblematic
was in a teaching ministry . | of the divine providential
The antichrist rode first in a | administration, then there was
teaching ministry. And | a propriety that they should be
watch the one that wentto | represented as summoning John
meet him, the Lion, the | to witness what was to be
Lion of the tribe of Juda, disclosed. These events
which is the Word. When | pertained to the developments
his false teaching went| of the divine purposes, and
forth, the true Word went to | these emblematic beings would
meet him. That's the reason | therefore be interested in what
we had an Irenaeus, and a was occurring. Page 4603
Polycarp, and—and—and
those fellows, Saint Martin. | And the first beast was like a
When that antichrist was| lion - A general description has
riding with his false | been given, applicable to all,
teaching, God sent His | denoting that in whatever form
teaching out, the Word, | the divine government is
the Lion of the tribe of | administered, these things will
Juda, which is the Word | be found; a particular
made manifest in the Holy | description now  follows,
Spirit. And the Holy Spirit | contemplating that government
there to manifest Himself | under particular aspects, as
which is the Word. _The | symbolized by the living beings
Fifth Seal, Page 312 on which the throne rests. The
first is that of a lion. The lion is
the monarch of the woods, the
king of beasts, and he becomes
thus the emblem of dominion,
of authority, of government in
general. Page 4577

Editor’s Note: As shown, Branham was not the first to assign
characteristics and functionality to the four beasts (lion, ox,
face of man, and flying eagle ) announcing the first four seals.
Barnes also believed they represented God’s providential
administration and divine purpose s, even though his assigned
characteristics differs somewhat from Branham . Barnes wrote
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in his commentary that the

lion is emblematic of kingship,

dominion, authority, and government. Branham taught that the
first beast, represented Christ, the lion of the tribe of Judah
(referring to his kingship), who is the manifested Word..

*Now, the second beast
that the antichrist sent out
was a red beast, which was
a—that he rode on—was to
take peace from the earth
and—and war. Now , the
second one that went to
combat him was the ox
beast. The ox means a
labor, a beast of _burden.
_The Fifth Seal, Page 212

And the second beast like a calf
- Or, more properly, a young
bullock, for so the word -
pooyxog moschos - means. The
term is given by Herodotus (ii.
41, iii. 28) to the Egyptian god

Apis, that is, a young bullock.
Such an emblem, standing
under a throne as one of its
supports, would symbolize
firmness, endurance, strength
(compare Pro  14:4$); and, as
used to represent qualities
pertaining to him who sat on the
throne, would denote stability,

firmness, perseverance:
qualities that are found
abundantly in the divine

administration. Page 4578

Editor’s Note: In the above

quote, Barnes likens the ox as

representing firmness, endurance and strength. Branham’s
words basically implies the same thing.

*Now, the third beast that
went out from the devil
was this black horse. See?
Now, the third beast that
went out, power from God
to combat him, to combat
the powers of the black
horse, was a___man,
cunning, smart, with the
wisdom of God. _The Fifth
Seal, Page 315

And the third beast had a face
as a _man - There is no
intimation as to what was the
form of the remaining portion of
this living creature; but as the
beasts were "in the midst of the
throne," that is, under it as a
support, it may be presumed that
they had such a form as was
adapted to that pumpose - as
supposed above, perhaps the
form of an ox. To this living
creature there was attached the
head of a man, and that would
be what would be particularly
visible to one looking on the
throne. The aspect of a man
here would denote intelligence
- for it is this which
distinguishes man from the
creation beneath him; and if
the explanation of the symbol
above given be correct, then the
meaning of this emblem is, that
the operations of the government
of God are conducted with
intelligence and wisdom. That
is, the divine administration is
not the result of blind fate or
chance; it is founded on a clear
knowledge of things, on what is
best to be done, on what will
most conduce to the common
good. Page 4578

Editor’s Note: In the above quote, Barn es likens the third beast
with a man’s face as representing intelligence and wisdom of
God. Branham also believed this beast represented the
intelligence (cunning, smartness) and wisdom of God..

*Notice. Now, the fourth
beast that was sent forth to
combat the antichrist in this
last beast... Are you ready?
The last beast that was sent
forth, or the last power to
combat the antichrist (who
was against the teaching of
God, the antichrist) was an
eagle. See? The fourth
living beast was an eagle.
Now, you just study the
ages, study the Scriptures,
it's a eagle. And in the
Bible the last age was an
eagle age, and God likens
the eagle to His prophets.
See? It... Now, watch. The
last age, the eagle age —a
revealer of the true
Word. See? _The Fifth
Seal, 319

Verse 7. And when he had And
the fourth beast was like a
flying eagle - All birds, indeed,
fly; but the epithet flying is
here employed to add intensity
to the description. The eagle is
distinguished, among the
feathered race, for the rapidity,
the power, and the e levation of
its flight. No other bird is
supposed to fly so high; none
ascends with so much power;
none is so majestic and grand
in his ascent toward the sun.
That which would be properly
symbolized by this would be
the rapidity with which the
commands of God are
executed; or this characteristic
of the divine government, that
the purposes of God are carried
into prompt execution. There
is, as it were, a vigorous,
powerful, and rapid flight
toward the accomplishment
of the designs of God - as the
eagle ascends unmolested
toward the sun. Or, it may be
that this symbolizes protecting
care, or is an emblem of that
protection which God, by his
providence, extends over those
who put their trust in him. Page
4579

Editor’s Note: Branham said the eagle represents a revealer of
the word, which he applied to himself. Barnes said an eagle’s
elevation ability distinguish it from other birds and represents
the rapid execution of God’s word with vigor and power.

Comments: In considering the writings of Gill and Barnes, we
realize that Branham had no great revelation about the four beasts

(lion, ox, man, and eagle).

William Branham vs. Matthew Henryl®!

What William Branham Said:

What Matthew Henry Said:

*The antichrist rode first in

a teaching ministry. And
watch the one that went to
meet him, the Lion, the Lion
of the tribe of Juda, which is
the Word. When his false
teaching went forth, the true
Word went to meet him. That's
the reason we had an
Irenaeus, and a Polycarp,
and—and—and those fellows,
Saint Martin. _The Fifth
Seal, Page 312

Rev. 4:1-8 The apostle saw
four living creatures,
between the throne and the
circle of the elders, standing
between God and the people.
These seem to signify the
true ministers of the gospel,
because of their place
between God and the people.
This also is shown by the
description given, denoting
wisdom, courage, diligence,
and discretion, and the
affections by which they
mount up toward heaven.
Page 1404

*God sent His teaching out,
the Word, the Lion of the tribe

This also is shown by the
description given, denoting
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of Juda, which is the Word
made manifest in the Holy
Spirit. _Fifth Seal P. 312

wisdom, courage, diligence,
and discretion. Page 1404

*The ox means a labor, a
beast of_burden. The Fifth
Seal, Page 312

This also is shown by the
description given, denoting
wisdom, courage, diligence,
and discretion. Page 1404

high fatally on the ungodly, as
the king of birds on his prey.
Page 3443

(4) the contemplation of
heavenly truth, the "eagle."”
Page 3436

*Was a man, cunning, smart,
with the wisdom of God. _The
Fifth Seal, Page 315

This also is shown by the
description given, denoting
wisdom, courage, diligence,
and discretion.

*Now, watch. The last age, the
eagle age —a revealer of the
true Word. See? _The Fifth
Seal, P. 319

This also is shown by the
description given, denoting
wisdom, courage, diligence,
and discretion. Page 1404

Comments: Between 1708-1710, Matthew Henry said in his
commentary that the four living creatures represent true
ministers of God. Branham historically applied the roles of

these four beasts

differently from Henry. Nonetheless,

Branham was not the first to relate these four beasts to God’s
ministers throughout church history.

William Branham vs. Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible

Commentary %)

What William Branham Said|

What J-F-B Said

*God sent His teaching
out, the Word, the Lion of
the tribe of Juda, which is
the Word made manifest in
the Holy Spirit. _The Fifth
Seal, Page 312

The first living creature was

like a lion (Re 4:7): his voice is
in consonance. Implying the
lion-like boldness with which,
in the successive great revivals,
the faithful have testified for
Christ. Page 3441

(1) kingly righteousness with
hatred of evil and judicial
equity, answering to the *'lion."
Page 3436

*The ox means a labor, a
beast of_burden. The Fifth
Seal, Page 312

The patient ox is the emblem
of the second living creature

who, at the opening of this seal,
saith, "Come." The saints

amidst judgments on the earth
in patience "endure to the
end." Page 3442

(2) laborious diligence in
every duty, the "ox™' P. 3436

*Was a man, cunning, smart,
with the wisdom of God.
_The Fifth Seal, Page 315

The "Come," in the case of this
third seal, is said by the third of
the four living creatures, whose
likeness is a man indicative of
sympathy and human
compassion for the sufferers.
Page 3443

(3) human sympathy, the
"man." Page 3436

*Now, watch. The last age,
the eagle age—a revealer
of the true Word. See?
_The Fifth Seal, Page 319

The fourth living creature, who
was "like a flying eagle,™
introduces this seal; implying
high-soaring intelligence, and
judgment descending from on
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Comments: Branham’s descriptio ns of the four beasts have some
similarities to the Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary
that was written in 1871. We have no proof that Branham read
this commentary other than the fact that he said: “I've read every
book on it I could find” (The First Seal), and “I’d go in there and
pick up the notes. I'd pick up books of Dr. Smith, Uriah Smith,

and oh, all the writers in there, and read in —and read down in
their books™ (The Seventh seal). It is becoming more obvious that

Branham was not the originator of such comparisons.

Plagiarism of Fifth Seal

VERSES 9-11: And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw

under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of
God and for the testimony which they held: And they cried with a
loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou
not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?
And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was
said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until
their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be killed

as they were, should be fulfilled.

William Branham vs. Clarence Larkin

What William Branham Said:

What Clarence Larkin Said:

Now, remember. What was it?
They were Kkilled for the
Word of God's sake, not for
the testimony of Christ . Did
you understand that? But
remember, the church come
in. Also the martyrs of the

church was for the Word of
God and the testimony of
Jesus Christ. How many
knows that here too? All right
now. But these didn't have
the testimony of Jesus
Christ "... for the Word of
God and for the testimony

which  they  held,” as
Jews. Pages 325-326

When the Lamb had opened
the “FIFTH SEAL,” John saw
under the “Sacrificial Altar,”
corresponding to the “Burnt
Offering Altar,” the
“SOULS” of them that were
slain for the “Word of God”
and for the “testimony they

held.” The fact that their
“SOULS” were under the

“Sacrificial Altar” is proof
that they had been offered as

a “Sacrifice,” that is that they
were MARTYRS. But they
were not the Martyrs of the
Christian _Church... These
Martyrs are those who will be
killed for the “Word of
God” Page 58

Now, verse 10. Notice, they
asked for revenge. See? Now,

if that had been the Bride, it'd

been like Stephen: *'Father,
forgive them," you know.
See? But these are Jews that
just come in. See? They asked
for revenge. Page 329

Yes, they held for the Word of
God. They were Jews. P. 326

"How long, O Lord, Holy and
True, dost Thou not judge and
avenge our BLOOD on them

that dwell on the earth?" The

character of their cry is'

further proof that they are not
the Martyrs of the Christian
Church, for they would not
cry to be avenged, but like
Stephen would say--""Lord,
lay not this sin to their
charge." Acts 7:60. Their cry
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is that of the Imprecatory
Psalms (Psa. 35, 55, 59, 94,
etc.) and indicates that these
Martyrs whose SOULS are
seen are mainly JEWS.
Page. 59

Now, notice. These Jews... |
have to do this in order to —to
let you see the revelation of
this Seal, see what it is, these
souls under the altar and who
they are. Now, natice. In the
time of Daniel, now, the
second half of the seventieth
week... Now, remember,
Messiah was to be cut off in
the midst. That's the middle.
Well, what's half of seven?
Three and a half . How long
did Christ preach?
[Congregation answers:
"Three and a half." —Ed.]
That's right. Now. But there's
determined yet to the people
what? Another three and a
half year. But during this
time, why, see what happens
is the Gentile Bride is selected
in the seven church ages and
goes up, and when it does that
way, all these Jews that's
martyred along there, because
of blindness (laying under the
altar) God comes over and
says, "You see what it was?
Now, I'll give each one of you
a robe." They said, "How
long, Lord? Are we going in
now?" Said, "No, no, no, no.
Your fellowmen, the Jews,
has got to suffer a little bit
yet. They got to be martyred
like you was martyred. The
beast has got to get them
when he breaks his covenant.”
Page 332

These martyred SOULS were
comforted, and told that they

should rest for a "little
season,” about 3% vyears

until their fellow servants

also, and their brethren
(Jews) that should be killed,
as they were, should be
fulfilled. This promise is
fulfilled in Rev. 20:4-6. These
are the Saints of the Most

High that Daniel foresaw
would receive the Kingdom.
Dan. 7:27. Page 59

Now, | realize that there's
people in here that does

believe that (See?), in the soul
sleeping. | think that this
disproves that. They're not
sleeping; they are alive. Page
345

That there is no such thing as
"Soul Sleep,” and that
disembodied SOULS are
conscious and can speak and

cry, is clear from what John
saw and heard, for these

"SOULS" cried with a loud

voice. Page 59

Editor’s Note: As shown, Branham copied Larkin’s reasonings.

Comments: During the fifth seal, Branham departed from
Russell’s and Smith’s teachings regarding this subject. Smith
believed the fifth seal pertained to Christian martyrs before and
after the Reformation period. Branham taught Smith’s view of
the fifth seal during his alleged revelation of the second and
fourth seals. As shown below, Smith wrote about the martyrs of
the fifth seal, who were true believers persecuted by the Roman

Catholic Church.
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The Little Season. - The cruel work of Romanism did not
altogether cease, even after the work of the Reformation
had become wide -spread and well established. Not a few
terrible outbursts of Romish hate and persecution were yet
to be felt by the church. Multitudes more were to be
punished as heretics, and to join the great army of
martyrs. The full vindication of their cause was to be
delayed a little season. And during this time, Rome added
hundreds of thousands to the vast throng of whose blood
she had already become guilty. Page 433

Although William Branham departs from Smith’s version
of the fifth seal, he accepts Larkin’s view and reasoning that
these martyrs were Jews. Again, Branh am brings nothing new
other than the fact the souls under the altar were Jews killed
mainly by Hitler and Eichmann during the Holocaust of World
War 11, including those executed by Joseph Stalin. However, he
had spoken of th ose men persecuting the Jews since 1956. He
incorporates this old teaching into his alleged revelation of the
fifth seal. He also added this 1956 concept to his alleged
revelation of the sixth trumpet (see page 254).

Now, notice this. Now, these souls under the altar was,
the—the—these—these souls, understanding now that are
under the altar, why they were martyred by sinful men
like Eichmann. See? They're holding right on, millions of
them (See?), but they remain Jews. Now, remember.
What was it? They were Killed for the Word of God's sake ,
not for the testimony of Christ. Did you understand that?
But remember, the church come in. Also the martyrs of the
church was for the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus
Christ. How many knows that here too? All right now. But
these didn't have the testimony of Jesus Christ "... for
the Word of God and for the testimony which they  held,"”
as Jews. And Hitler hated them, so did Eichmann, so did
Stalin, all of the rest of the world (See?), but they stayed
true to what they believed. And they killed them because
they were Jews. _The Fifth Seal 03-22-63

And when we see that waving ove r Jerusalem tonight,
seeing God hardening the hearts of men like Stalin, Hitler,
Mussolini, and all those to persecute the Jews , and run
them back to the homeland, we know the time is at hand
_The Handwriting on the Wall 09-02-56, Par. 35

Branham’s concept has additional issues. First, why did he
choose the souls under the altar  to be murdered Jews during
World War 1l and not include those of prior centuries who were
killed since Israel’s destruction in 70 AD? For example, under
the title “Persecutions of Jews,” Wikipedia show that Jews
were persecuted and Killed in Europe during the Mddle Ages

During the High Middle Ages in Europe there was full -
scale persecution in many place s, with blood libels,

expulsions, forced conversions and massacres. An
underlying source of prejudice against Jews in Europe was

religious. Jews were frequently massacred and exiled
from various European countries. The persecution hit its

first peak during the Crusades. In the First Crusade (1096)
flourishing communities on the Rhine and the Danube
were utterly destroyed, a prime example being the
Rhineland Massacres. In the Second Crusade (1147) the
Jews in France were subject to frequent massacres.

The same article in Wikipedia says Jews were persecuted
and killed in the Mid dle East by Arabs throughout history and
prior to World War 11. Two examples are shown below.
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In Moorish Spain, ibn Hazm and Abu Ishaq  focused their
anti-Jewish writings on the latter allegation. This was also
the chief motivation behind the 1066 Granada massacre,
when “[m]ore than 1,500 Jewish families, numbering
4,000 persons, fell in one day ", and in Fez in 1033, when
6,000 Jews were k illed There were further massacres in
Fez in 1276 and 1465.

In Palestine there were riots and pogroms against Jews in
1920 and 1921. Tensions over the Western Wall the in
Jerusalem led to the 1929 Palesine riots, whose main
victims were the ancient Jewish community at Hebron
which came to an end.

Considering the fact that Jews were persecuted and killed
throughout history, by what scriptural or authoritative basis did
Branham choose the Jews killed by Hitler and Stalin to be souls
under the altar? There is none other than Branham claimed that
God revealed this seal, which cannot be substantiated because
of his use of other writers’ information in the prior seals.

The fifth seal said these martyrs were killed for the word of
God and the testimony that they held. Sadly, many of the Jews
during World War Il were not killed because they were faithful
to the word of Go d in the Old Testamen t. T hey were killed
because Hitler hated all Jews. Some Jews are atheists and
reckoned as such mainly because of their ancestry.

If the souls under the altar pertains to Jews rather than
Christian martyrs, this seal would better describe those who
were killed during the Old Testament era for the word of God.
When considering this perspective, it brings to mind a ruthless
dictator named Antiochus Epiphanes who killed many faithful
Jews between the period of the Old and New Testaments.

In Daniel 8:10 -13 and 11:21 -35, Antiochus is an ant etype
(foreshadow or prototype) of the coming antichrist. He was
responsible for killing tens of thousands of Jews because they

refused to sacrifice to an idol and forsake the laws of God.

Hebrews 11:36-40 speaks of faithful Old Testament saints who
were persecuted and killed for God’s word.

The term “under the altar” can be viewed from an Old
Testament perspective that pertains to faithful Jewish believers
who were kept under the blood of animal sacrifices until the
arrival of Jesus Christ (Lev. 4:1 -7; Hebrews, chapters 7 -10).
Perhaps, these may be the souls under the al tar who were given
white robes, which refers to faithful Jewish believers who are
not identified with the Ne w Testament church—such as Old
Testaments saints and the forthcoming Israelites saved during
the great tribulation, as foretold in the book of Revelation.

During the fifth seal, the souls under the altar were told to
wait until their brethren shoul d be killed as they were. Who are
these future Israelites to be killed? They are the one saved by
accepting Jesus Christ the Savior (Rom. 11:25 -27) and sealed
by the Holy Spirit (Rev. 7:1 -8; 14:1-5) during the up coming
great tribulation (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1-13; Matt. 24:15-22).

These end time believers from Israel are persecuted and
killed by the Antichrist ( Dan. 7:21, 25; Rev.11:1-13; 12:15-17,
13:7-8) somewhat sim ilar to those Jews killed by  Antiochus,
the antetype of the Antichrist. The very name “Antiochus
Epiphanes” means “god manifest,” which describes the false
claim the coming antichrist shall make during his reign (Dan.
11:36-37; 2 Thess. 2:4).

The fifth seal says there was a “little season between the
two martyred groups. If the abo ve interpretation pertains to the
Jews, then the “little season” between the martyrdom of Old
Testament Jewish saints and those killed during the great
tribulation could very well be the time God deals with the New
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Testament church during the Gentile age (Acts 28:28-29). That
is, before he return to save the last day remnants among Israel,
as taught by Apostle Paul in Romans 11:1-33.

The fact that white robes were given the first group after
death may represent that Old Testament saints died under the
protection of animal sacrifices, but was not made perfect
because Jesus had not arrived (Heb.11:35-40). However, Jesus’
sacrificial death on the cross not only redeemed all future
believers, he redeemed those Old Testament saints who had
died believing the promise (Job 19:25-27; Matt. 8:11; 27:50-53;
John 8:56; Eph. 4:8; Col. 1:20; Heb. 11:13-16,39-40).

Hebrews 12:22-24 speaks of the present heavenly
Jerusalem and the ““spirits of just men made perfect,”  which
could possibly refer to the Old Testament saint current
condition after Jesus paid for their eternal redemption  on the
cross (Col. 1:20; Heb. 9:11-24). However, the fifth seal only
mentioned those slain for the word of God.

The explanation that the souls under the altar are martyred
Old Testament saints fits the description more than Branham’s
interpretation. But, of course, other interpretations says these
were Christian martyrs of the past and of the great tribulation
period (Rev. 7:13-14; 20:4), or foolish virgins (Matt. 25:1-13).

Branham’s belief that the Jews killed during World War I1
were saved without believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior contradict Peter and Paul’s teaching of the Go spel (John
17:20). Paul say the Jews need Christ to be saved (Acts 13:14-
52;17:1-6; 19:8; 20:21; 28:17-28; Rom. 1:16-17; 3:28-30; 9:1-
8,30-33; 10:1-5,16; 11:1-32; 1 Cor. 1:22-24; Gal. 2:21).

Likewise, Peter said to the Jews in Acts 4:12: “ Neither is
there salvation in any other : for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
(see Acts 2:22 -42) Also, Jesus told a prominent Jew ish Rabbi
and ruler (Nicodemus) that he and everyone else must be born
again to see and enter God’s kingdom. Christ further said no
one can approach God without him (John 3:1-7; 8:24; 14:6).

Thus, Branham’s revelation of this seal is contrary to the
scriptures regarding salvation exclusively through Jesus Christ
the Savior. Also, as Branham’s quotes shall later prove, his
teachings can be contradictory and  very unreliable. Branham
often said he was not a teacher. Sadly, this statement is true.

Plagiarism of Sixth Seal

Verses 12-17: And | beheld when he had opened the sixth seal,
and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; and the stars of
heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely
figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven
departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain
and island were moved out of their places.  And the kings of the
earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains,
and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; and said
to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face
of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the
Lamb: for the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be
able to stand?

William Branham vs. Clarence Larkin

What William Branham Said What Clarence Larkin Said:

Now, | want you to hold At this point it will be
your Book like this: interesting to compare, as on
Matthew 24 and | the next three pages, Christ’s
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Revelations 6, like this, and
let's compare something
here just a little bit. So watch
this now, and you can find
out just how --how it is. See,
what the Lamb here is
showing exactly in symbol
what He said over here in
Word, doing exactly. So that
makes it right. Now, t hat's--
that's all there is to it. Here's-
-here's one; He's talking of
it, and here's where it

happens. See?It's just a
perfect vindication. P. 367

“Olivet Discourse” (Matt.
24:1-30), with the “Six Seals”
of Rev. 6:1-17. The similarity
between them is most striking ,
and proves that the author of
the “Olivet Discourse”
foreknew, in the “Days of His
Flesh,” in their exact order, the
things that shall come to pass
in the “D ay of the Lord.” This
is indisputable ev idence of the
Deity of Jesus. Page 61

Now, watch, the First Seal
is Revelations 6:1-2; now we
read 6:1-2. And | saw... the
Lamb when He had opened
one of the seals, and | heard,
as it was the noise of a
thunder, one of the four
beasts saying, Come and see.
And | saw, and behold a
white horse: and he that set
on him had a bow; and a
crown was given unto him:
and he went forth
conquering, and to conquer.
Who did we find this fellow
was? Antichrist. Matthew
24 now, 4 and 5. And Jesus
answered and said unto
them—unto them, Take
heed that no man deceive
you. For many shall come in
my name, saying, | am
Christ; and shall deceive
many. See it? Antichrist.
There's your Seal . See, see?
He spoke it here, and here
they opened the Seal, and
here He was, just perfect.
Page 369

1-Seal
False Christ’s

Rev. 6:1-2. AND | saw when
the Lamb opened one of the
seals, and | heard, as it were
the noise of thunder, one of the
four beasts saying, Come and
see. 2 And | saw, and behold a

white horse: and he that sat on

him had a bow; and a crown
was given unto him: and he

went forth conquering, and to
conquer

Matt. 24:4-5. And Jesus
answered and said unto them,
Take heed that no man
deceive you. 5 For many shall

come in my name, saying, | am

Christ; and shall deceive many.

Page 62

Editor’s Note: During this seal, Clarence Larkin compares
Matthew 24:1-30 with Rev. 6:1-17. Notice how Branham using
the same scriptures and explanation as Larkin, indentifies this

seal as “deception.” Branham followed his outline, but pretends

that it was his revelation, saying “There’s your seal.”

His

plagiarism of Larkin provides further proof that these seals
were not revealed by angels, but by books of various biblical
writers of the past. Watch the similarities shown below.

Now, the Second Seal:
Matthew 24:6, Revelation
6:3 and 4. Now, watch.
Matthew 24:6, now, let me
see what it says. And ye
shall hear of wars and
rumours of wars: see that
ye be not troubled: for all
these things must come to
pass, but the end is not yet.

All right. Let's take the
Second Seal, Revelation 6:3-

2-Seal

Wars
Rev. 6:3-4. And when he had
opened the second seal, | heard
the second beast say, Come and

see. 4 And there went out.

another horse that was red: and
power was given to him that sat
thereon to take peace from the
earth, and that they should kill
one another: and there was
given unto him a great sword.

2; watch what He says now.
And when he had opened
the second seal, and | heard
the second beast say,
Come... see. And there went
forth another horse that was
red: and power was given to
him that set thereon to take
peace from the earth, and...
they should kill one another:
and there was given to him a
great sword. Perfectly—just
exactly. Oh, | like to make
the Scripture answer lItself,
don't you? The Holy Spirit
wrote It all, but He's able to
reveal it. Pages 369-370

MATT. 24:6-7 6 And ye shall
hear of wars and rumours of
wars: see that ye be not

troubled: for all these things
must come to pass, but the end
is not yet. 7 For nation shall

rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom:
Page 62

Editor’s Note: Using the same scriptures and explanation as
Larkin, Branham indentifies this seal as “wars and rumours of
wars.” In the italicized words, Branham pretends to reveal this
seal while copying Larkin’s interpretation verbatim.

Now, let's notice the Third
Seal. Now, this is famine.
Now, Matthew 24:7 and 8.
Let's get 7 and 8 in
Matthew... And nation shall
rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom:
and there  shall be
famines,...  pestilences,...
earthquakes, in  divers
places. All these things are
the beginning of sorrows.
See, you're coming right on

up now. Now, Revelation
and the 6th... Now, we're
going to open the Third
Seal. It's found in
Revelations 6:5 and 6 . And
when he had opened the
third seal, 1 —I beheld the
third beast say, Come and
see. And | beheld, and lo a

black horse; and he that set

on him had a pair of
balances in his hand. And |

heard a voice in the midst of
the four beasts saying, A

measure of... penny—a
measure of wheat for a
penny, and three measures
of barley for a penny; and
see thou hurt not the oil

and... wine. Famine, see?
Exactly the same Seal, s ame
thing Jesus said. Page 370

3-Seal
Famines

Rev. 6:5-6. And when he had
opened the third seal, | heard
the third beast say, Come and
see. And | beheld, and lo a
black horse; and he that sat on
him had a pair of balances in
his hand. 6 And | heard a voice
in the midst of the four beasts
say, A measure of wheat for a
penny, and three measures of
barley for a penny; and see
thou hurt not the oil and the
wine.

MATT. 24:7 and there shall be
famines, Page 63

Editor’s Note: Using the same scriptures and explanation as
Larkin, Branham indentifies this seal as “famine.”

. Now, the Fourth Seal, as
we read it over here was...

The Fourth Seal was...
Begin 7th and 8th on this
other now. And when he had
opened the fourth seal, and

4-Seal
Pestilence and Death
REV. 6:7-8 And when he had
opened the fourth seal, | heard
the voice of the fourth beast
say, Come and see. 8 And |
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lo, the fourth beast said,
Come and see. And |
looked, and behold a pale
horse:... Now, wait, | got
this wrote down wrong.
Now, now, just a minute
now, 7 and 8, now let's see,
Matthew 24:7 and 8, now
let's see. We'll get that.
That's the third opening, isn't
it? Matthew 24:7 and 8. I'm
sorry. Now, that opens up
the rain... or the famine,
opens up the famine. All
right, now the pestilences
and death... Yes, sir, now
we're going to it; 7 and 8,
now, that would be the
Fourth Seal. Let's see where
we get the Fourth Seal. And
when he had opened the
fourth seal... (Yeah, it's the
pale horse rider, death. See?)
And—and | looked, and
behold a pale horse: and
he—pale horse: and his
name that set on him was
called Death, and Hell
followed... him. And power
was given unto him over the
four parts of the earth, to kill
with the sword, and with
hunger, and with death, and
with the beasts of the earth.
(Now, see, that was death.)
Page 370-371

looked, and behold a pale
horse: and his name that sat on
him was Death, and Hell fol.
lowed with him. And power
was given unto them overt he
fourth part of the earth, to kill
with sword, and with hunger,
and with death, and with the
beasts of the earth.

MATT. 24:7 -8 and
pestilences, and earthquakes,
in divers places. All these are
the beginning of sorrows. P.63

watch here on the Sixth
Seal, 6:9 to 11. Now, let's
get that one: Revelations
6:9to 11. And when he had
opened the fifth seal, | saw
under the altar the souls of
them that were slain for the
word of God, and for the
testimony which they held:
And they cried with a loud
voice, saying, How long,...
Lord, holy... true, does
thou... judge and avenge our
blood on them that dwell on
the earth? (Now...) And
white robes were given unto
every one of them; and it
was said unto them, that
they should rest yet for a
little season, until their
fellowservants also and their
brethren,... should be killed
as they were, should be
fulfilled. Now, you see,
under the Fifth Seal we
find—we find here
martyrdom. And under the
24:9 over here we —to 13,
we find also that it was
martyred: "They shall
deliver you up and kill you"
and—and so forth (See?),
the same Seal being
opened. Page 371

ye shall be hated of all nations
for my name's sake. 10 And
then shall many be offended,
and shall betray one another,
and shall hate one another. 11
And many false prophets shall
rise, and shall deceive many.
12 And because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall
wax cold. 13 But he that shall
endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved. P.63

Editor’s Note: Using the same scriptures and explanation as
Larkin, Branham indentifies this seal as “martydom.”

Editor’s Note: Using the same scriptures and explanation as
Larkin, Branham indentifies this seal as “pestilence and death.”

Now, the Fifth Seal,
Matthew 24:9-13. Let's see
if 1 got this right now again.
See? And then shall they

deliver you up to be

afflicted, and shall kill
you:... (There you are.)...
and ye shall be hated of all

nations for my name's sake.

And when—and then...
many shall betray —many
shall be offended, and shall
betray one another, and shall
hate one another. And many
false prophets shall rise,

and... deceive many. And
because  iniquity  shall
abound, the love of many
shall wax cold. But he

that... endureth to the end,
the same shall be saved.
Now, we are on t he Fifth
Seal now, and that was last

night. See? They would
deliver you up, betray one
another and so forth.  Now,

5-Seal
Martyrdoms

REV. 6:9-11 9 And when he
had opened the fifth seal, | saw
under the altar the souls of
them that were slain for the
word of God, and for the
testimony which they held: 10
And they cried with a loud
voice, saying, How long, O
Lord, holy, and true, dost thou
not judge and avenge our blood
on them that dwell on the
earth? 11, And white robes
were given unto every one of
them; and it was said unto
them, that they should rest yet
for a little season, until . their
fellow servants also and their
brethren, that should be kill ed
as they were, should be
fulfilled:

MATT. 24:9-13. 9 Then shall
they deliver you up to bhe
afflicted, and shall kill you: and

Now, in the Sixth Seal is
the one we're coming to
now. Matthew 24:29 and
30—24, let's get 29 and—
and 30. Here we are. Now,

now, we're going to get also
Revelations 6:12 -17. That's
exactly what we just read.
Now, listen at this. Now, it's
what Jesus said in Matthew
29—24:29 and 30.
Immediately  after  the
tribulation of those days...
(What... When this —this
tribulation, this amateur
tribulation  they've  went
through here. See?)... th e
sun shall be darkened, and
the moon shall not give her

light, and the stars shall fall

from heaven, and the powers
of... heaven shall be shaken:
And then shall appear the
sign of the Son of man in
heaven: and then shall be all
the tribes of the earth mourn,
and they shall see the Son of
man coming in the clouds of

6-Seal
Physical Changes

REV. 6:12-17. 12 And |
beheld when he had opened the
sixth seal, and, lo, there was a
great earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth of
hair, and the moon became as
blood; 1 And the stars of
heaven fell unto the earth, even
as a fig tree casteth her
untimely figs, when she is
shaken of a mighty wind. 14
And the heaven departed as a
scroll when it is rolled
together; and every mountain
and island were moved out of
their places. 15 And the kings
of the earth, and the great men,
and the rich men, and the chief
captains, and the mighty men,
and every bond man, and every
free man, hid themselves in the
dens and in the rocks of the
mountains; 16 And said to 'the
mountains and rocks, Fall on
us, and hide us from the face of
him that sittet h on the throne,
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heaven with power and great
glory. Now, read over here
in Revelations now, the —
the Sixth Seal the one we are
on right now. And... behold
when he had opened the
sixth seal, and, lo, there was
a great earthquake; and the
sun became black as
sackcloth (See?) of hair, and
the moon became as blood;
And the stars of heaven fell
unto the earth, even as a fig
tree casts her untimely figs,
when she is shaken of a
mighty wind. And the
heavens departed as a sc roll
asit is rolled together; and
every mountain and every
island... moved out of their
place. And the kings of the
earth, and the great men, and
the rich men, and the chief
captains, and the mighty
men, and every bondsman,
and every free man, hid
themselves in the dens... in
the rocks of the mountain;
And said unto the mountains
and rocks, Fall on us, and
hide us from the face of him
that sets upon the throne,
and from the wrath—wrath
of the Lamb: For the great
day of his wrath is come;...
who shall be ableto  stand?
It's perfectly. Turned right
back over—see what Jesus
said here now in Matthew
24:29. Page 372

See, the Sixth Seal is
completely an interruption
of nature. Do you get it
now? [Congregation says,
“Amen.”—Ed.] There is
your Seal. Page 386

and from the wrath of the
Lamb: 17 For the great day of
his wrath is come; and who
shall be able to stand? .P 63
MATT. 24:29-30 29 ¢
Immediately after the
tribulation of those days shall
the sun be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light,
and the stars shall fall from
heaven, and the powers of the
heavens shall be shaken: 30
And then shall appear the sign
of the Son of man in heaven:
and then shall all the tribes of
the earth mourn, and they shall
see the Son of man coming in
the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory. Page 64

Editor’s Note: Using the same scriptures and explanation as
Larkin, Branham says this seal is the “interruption of nature.”
Larkin believed it pertain to physical changes in nature. Yet, as
shown above, Branham pretends to reveal this seal saying:

“There is your seal.”

*Now, learn a parable of
the fig tree; When its
branches is yet tender, and
putteth forth leaves, ye
know that summer is nigh:
So likewise ye, when you
shall see all these things,

know that it is near, even at

the door. That last —that
question they asked Him:
"And what will be the sign

of the end of the world?"

THE "FIG-TREE" SIGN
JEWISH RACE
**MATT. 24:32-35 32 Now
learn a parable of the fig tree;

When his branch is yet tender,
and putteth forth leaves, ye
know that summer is nigh: 33
So likewise ye, when ye shall
see all these things, know that

it is near, even at the floors. 6 -
SEAL PHYSICAL CHANGES
34 Verily | say unto you, This
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When you see these Jews...
When you see these other
things taking place, you

know what takes place.
Now, when you see these
Jews... Talking to the
Jews... _The Seventh Seal,
Page 495

generation shall not pass, till all
these things be fulfilled. 35
Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but my words shall not
pass away. Page 64

Editor’s Note: Lakin was first

to reveal the Jews as the fig tree.

There you are. There you
are. See? See how the Seals
opened down there in the
church age, how it showed
the martyrs? And now here's
these two prophets standing
here with the Word of God
to do anything to nature they
want to, and they shake the
earth. And it shows exactly
who does it. It's Moses and
Elijah, 'cause there's their
ministry  re-impersonated
again: both men. Oh, my.
Do you see it now? See
what the Sixth Seal is? It's
those prophets. Pages 386 -
387

*If we study carefully what
shall happen during the period
the "TWO WITNESSES"
shall testify, which as we have
seen will be the last half of the
"Week," or 3% years, we shall
see that the "TWO
WITNESSES" can be no other
than MOSES and ELIJAH.
Page 86

Editor’s Note: Branham taught as his special revelation that
Moses and Elijah were the two prophets of Revelation 11 who
opens the sixth seal. But, as shown, he likely copied the entire
idea from Larkin’s book. Watch further similarities below.

Now, God was about to
deliver Israel there, all
right, bring them out of their
enemy’s hand, which was
Egypt, at that time. Now,
here, He is bringing them
out of the Roman hand,
where they had made their
covenant.  Same  thing
happens.  That’s  the
plagues, the—the time when
this plagues will call. P. 384

**Notice Revelation 8:7, if
you want to write down. We
notice the First Trumpet,
there scattered hail, blood,
fire, upon the earth; just
exactly with Exodus, when
God was calling His people
out, of the exodus. _The
Feast Of The Trumpets 07 -
19-64M

Here itis. They're the one
who brings on this Sixth
Seal. They uncover and
open it up. It's the power of
God to interrupt nature.
See, the Sixth Seal, is
completely an interruption
of nature. Do you get it
now? There's your Seal.
Who does it? It's the

First Trumpet
(Hail — Fire — Blood)

**The Lord is going to repeat

the "PLAGUES OF EGYPT."
They were literal, why not the

"Trumpet” and  "Vial"
Judgments? The literalness of
these Judgments give us the

"key" to the LITERALNESS
of the Book of Revelation. No

less than 5 of the 9 Plagues of
Egypt are to be repeated
during  the  Tribulation
Period. This Plague is the
same as the " SEVENTH
EGYPTIAN  PLAGUE"...
And Moses stretched forth his

"rod" toward heaven: and the
Lord sent THUNDER and
HAIL, and the FIRE ran
along upon the ground; and
the Lord rained HAIL upon the
Land of Egypt. Page 70

The difference between this
Egyptian Plague, and the
Plague of the First Trumpet, is,

that the situation will be
reversed. Then the
"CHILDREN OF ISRAEL"

escaped, now they will suffer.
Page 71
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prophets the other side of
the rapture. Page 386

This Sixth Seal is the
tribulation period. P. 374

Now, notice. Don't let it
choke you, but watch  what
opened that Seal:
prophets.  See?  Amen.
There you are. Oh, we're
living in the eagle day,
brother, head up among the

clouds. They opened that
Sixth Seal. They have
power to do it. Amen.
There's your Sixth Seal
coming open. See? P. 387

As the Plagues that are to
accompany the pouring out
of the "Vials," are four of
them similar to the "'Plagues

of Egypt," who more likely to
bring them to pass than

Moses? The evidence seems

conclusive that the "TWO
WITNESSES" will be MOSES
and ELIJAH. Page 86.

Editor’s Note: Even though Branham said “There’s your sixth
seal coming open,” it was Larkin who first compared the
plagues poured out during the trumpets with those that Moses
brought upon Egypt. Also, Like Larkin, Branham believed
Moses and Elijah will once again bring forth the plagues during
the Great Tribulation period. Branham brings nothing new.

They have power to—power
to shut the heavens that it
rain not in the days of their
prophecy:... Elijah, he
knows how to do it; he's
done it before. Amen. Page
386

They have power to shut
heaven that it rain no tin the
DAYS OF THEIR
PROPHECY. This can refer
to no other than Elijah, who
had power in the days of King

Ahab to shut up the heavens for
the space of three years and six
months (1. Kings 17:1. Page 84

What did Moses do? He—
he—he turned the—the
waters into blood; he done
all these kinds of miracles,
just exactly what's predicted

here under this Sixth Seal.
And here they are in
Revelations 11, doing the
very same things. Amen.
There's three different places
in the Scriptures right there

blending the thing right
together. That's the
opening of the Sixth Seal.
Right there it is. Pages 387-
388

2. THE TWO WITNESSES.
Rev. 11:1-14. P.83

*Now we know that Moses
had power to turn water into
BLOOD, and to smite the earth
with PLAGUES, but we are not
told that Enoch had such
power. Page 86

Editor’s Note: Branham is pretending that he is opening the
sixth seal, saying : ““That’s the opening of the Sixth Seal. Right
there it is,”” when he is actually fol lowing Larkin’s teaching
nearly verbatim. On pages 173-174 of Charles Russell’s book,
he also identified these two witnesses to be Moses and Elijah.

Matthew, 27th chapter of
Matthew and the --the 45th
verse, | believe it is. Now,
from the sixth hour there
was darkness over all the
land until the ninth hour.
Now, notice just exactly
what He did back here now
in this. See? And | beheld
when he had opened the
sixth seal,... lo, there was a

Such physical phenomena and
changes have happened before.
We must not forget the

“GREAT DARKNESS” that
for 3 days overspread Egyptin
the days before the Exodus
(Ex. 10:21-23), nor the
“DARKNESS” that settled
over Jerusalem and Calvary on
the day of the Crucifixion of
Christ. Matt. 27:45. Page 60

great earthquake; and the
sun became black as
sackcloth of hair, and the
moon--and the moon
became as blood; Blackness,
darkness: Egypt--blackness,
darkness, God delivering
Jesus at the cross, just ‘fore
He brought Him up from the

resurrection. Pages 388-389

Editor’s Note: Larkin used the darkness that occurred in Eygpt
and at Chirst’s cross to describe the great darkness that will
occur in the sun during the sixth seal. Branham does the same.

In lIsaiah, let's take this.
Isaiah the pr ophet seen this
Sixth Seal open and spoke
of it... Let's just... | like this -
-this of Isaiah. Let's go back
here to lsaiah, the 13th
chapter of Isaiah. Page 389

Behold, the day of the
LORD cometh, cruel both
with wrath and fierce anger,
to lay the land desolate: and
he shall destroy the sinners
thereof out of it. (The land,
that's all of it, brethren. See?
Notice.) For the stars of
heaven and the
constellations thereof shall
not give their light: the sun
shall be darkened in his
going forth, and the moon
shall not cause her lights to
shine. Page 390

When the “SIXTH SEAL”
was broken John tells us that
there was a “GREAT
EARTHQUAKE,” and the
“SUN BECAME BLACK AS
SACKCLOTH OF HAIR,” and
the “MOON BECAME AS
BLOOD,” and the “STARS OF
HEAVEN FELL TO THE
EARTH,” and the “HEAVEN
DEPARTED AS A SCROLL,”
and “EVERY MOUNTAIN
AND ISLAND WERE
MOVED OUT OF THEIR
PLACE.” Page 60

Inlsa. 13:9-10, we read —
“Behold the ‘DAY OF THE
LORD’ cometh, cruel both
with wrath and fierce anger, to

lay the land desolate, and He
shall destroy the sinners thereof
out of it. For the stars of
heaven and the constellations
thereof shall NOT GIVE

THEIR LIGHT, the sun shall
be DARKENED in his going
forth, and the moon shall not
CAUSE HER LIGHT TO
SHINE.” Page 60

Editor’s Note: Branham used the same scriptures as Larkin to

describe the opening of the six

th seal

Here it is in the tribulation
period, and here stands
them prophets to who has
the control of the Word that
God gives them. Page 389

It is clear from the time that the
Prophet Malachi said that
Elijah would come again ,
JUST BEFORE ""The Great
And Dreadful Day Of The
Lord, Page 84

He sent Elijah to Ahab, and
seven thousand come out. Is
that right? He sends them
right back over here again in
the time of the tribulation
and calls out the hundred
and forty-four thousand.
Page 388

And here he is with a
commission from God to
smite the earth whatever he
wants to. Oh, my. Stop the

heavens, and he does.

First, those who "keep the
Commandments of God," that
is, Orthodox Jews who observe
the Old Testament Law, and
second, those who "accept the

testimony of Jesus Christ," that
is, accept Jesus as their

promised Messiah. The latter
class will be converted by the
preaching of the "Gospel of
the Kingdom™ by the "Two
Witnesses." Those will be
trying times for those Israelites
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What's the matter? He's
fixing to take the hundred
and forty-four thousand
out for redemption, out of
the Book of Redemption.
And that's under the Seal of
redemption, in the Sixth
Seal. That's it, my dear
friends. That's that Sixth
Seal. Page 389

who will not commit idolatry
by bowing the knee to the
"Image of the Beast," for it will
be a remorseless war of
persecution that Antichrist will
wage against them, and
thousands will die a martyr's
death. Page 102

Editor’s Note: As shown, Branham likely got the teaching
from Larkin that some Jews will be redeemed during the
tribulation through the ministry of Moses and Elijah.

hushed their singing in
heaven. Think, the
holy Cherubims and

Seraphims, that Isaiah saw it
in the temple...{quote
shortened by editor) they shut

the “Trumpets,” and the
pouring out of the “Vials.”
This  “SILENCE”  was
something remarkable. The
Four _and Twenty Elders
ceased their harp-playing;

up. Page 502

They were awed by it, |

the angels hushed their
voices, and the Cherubim

and Seraphim and all the

believe. Page 502

host of Heaven were silent,
and so great was the silence
that all Heaven was awed by
it. Page 68

Comments: Branham does not hold back on this seal. He blatantly
copied Larkin’s teachings without crediting him. Rather, Branham
passed the information to followers as his personal revelation.
What is plagiarism? It is using someone’s words, works, and ideas
as his own without giving credit to the original author.

When comparing the seven seals with events in Matthew 24,
Branham made it appear that the information was supernaturally
revealed. Branham never cited Larkin’s book as the source of this
seal, even though he followed his outline nearly verbatim. So
then, did an angel reveal this seal to him? It is obvious from the
above study that the answer is absolutely “no!” This is a travesty.

Plagiarism of Seventh Seal

VERSE 1: And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was
silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.

William Branham vs. Clarence Larkin

What William Branham Said:

What Clarence Larkin Said:

Notice, it's the end of the
church age. It's the--the end of
the Seven Seals. It's the end
of the trumpets. It's the end
of the ials, and even
ends the _ushering in_of the

We must not forget that the
“SEVENTH SEAL” includes
all that happens during the
sounding of the “Trumpets,”
and the pouring out of the
“Vials,” and so extends down

millennium; that's on the
Seventh Seal. Page 501

to the _ushering in_of the
Millennium. Page 68

It's just like firing a rocket
into_the air, and that rocket

explodes here, and it _goes

To illustrate, a_rocket fired
into_the air may burst into
“seven _stars,” and one of

up, then it explodes again. It

these stars into ‘““seven other

puts out five stars. One of

stars,” and one of the

those stars explodes and

second group of stars into a

blows out five stars from it;

third _group of “seven

and then one of them stars

stars.” So the “Seventh” Seal

explodes, blows out five

includes the “Seven

stars from it (See?); it fades
on out. That's what the
Seventh Seal; it just ends the
time for the world. It ends the
time for this. It means the time
for that. It ends the time for
this. It ends the time...
Everything just ended up on
that Seventh Seal. Page 501

Trumpets,” and the “Seventh”
Trumpet includes the “Seven
Vials. Page 68

And the four and twenty
elders that stood before God
there harping with their

harps, they quit playing
their _harps. The Angels

The “SILENCE” that
followed the breaking of the
“Seventh Seal” was
preparatory to what was to

follow during the sounding of
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Now, ahalf hour might not
be longif you're having a
good time, but in the suspense
of between death and life , it
seemed like a millennium.
Page 502

Now a “half an hour” is not

long when engaged in some
pleasant employment, but it

causes a nerve breaking

tension when we do not know
what is going to happen,

and when a life is at stake a
minute, or even a few

seconds, seem to be hours.
The suspense of the half hour
of SILENCE in Heaven was
intense. Page 68

Editor’s Note:

As shown, Branham nearly quotes Larkin

verbatim in the underlined words in describing the seventh seal

as: (1) the end of the trumpets and vials, (2) the firing

ofa

muli-stage rocket, (3) a period of silence among the angels and
24 elders, and (4) the suspense of half an hour.

Did you notice when the Jews
asked Him that? You know

when we compared the
Scripture here with

Matthew 24 with the six

*At this point it will be
interesting to compare, as on
the next three pages, Christ’s

“Olivet Discourse” (Matt.
24:1-30), with the “Six

Seals, the Seventh Seal was
left out; because (You see?),
Christ said only God
Himself knowed, not even
the Angels. No wonder, it
wasn't even written. You
see, they hushed; nothing take
place then. Angels don't know
it; nobody knows when He's
coming. Page 520

Seals” of Rev. 6:1-17. The
similarity between them is
most striking, and proves that
the author of the “Olivet
Discourse” foreknew, in the
“Days of His Flesh,” in their

exact order, the things that

shall come to pass in the
“Day of the Lord.”. Page 61

Editor’s Note:

Branham said the seventh seal per tains to

Christ’s second coming. The following quotes will show that
Russell and Smith taught the same. However, after plagiarizing
Larkin’s comparison of the six seals with Christ’s discourse in
Matthew 24:4-30, Branham likely assumed that the seventh
seal pertains to the mystery of Christ’s second coming foretold
in verses 30-31 and 36. Thus, his alleged revelation of the
seventh seal is based upon Larkin’s book.

Comment: As shown, Branham’s obvious plagiarism of Larkin
continues. To make matters worse, Branham claimed that angels
of God sent him to Jef fersonville to reveal the mysteries of the
seven seals, which could only be revealed by him in the last days:
“Notice, one thunder, seven messages that's been sealed up and
cannot be revealed until the last day, at this age. See what |
mean?‘“ (The Seventh Seal). But, before any alleged commission
by angels in March of 1963, he spoke about teaching these seals
since June 11, 196111% and already planned on February 23, 1963
to have these meetings in Jeffersonville starting on March 17. (201
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William Branham vs. Charles Taze Russell

has been revealed , but will be completed in the near future
Branham likewise taught three unfolding phases of this seal.

What William Branham Said:

What Charles Russell Said:

It's just likefiring a rocket
into the air, and that rocket
explodes here, and it goes up,
then it explodes again. It puts
out five stars. One of those
stars explodes and blows out
five stars from it; and then one
of them stars explodes, blows
out five stars from it (See?); it
fades on out. That's what the
Seventh Seal; it just ends the
time for the world. It ends the
time for this. It means the time
for that. It ends the time for
this. It ends the time...
Everything just ended up on
that Seventh Seal. Page 501

8:1. And when He. —The
Lord Jesus, whose privilege
It is to open them all. —Rev.
6:1. Had opened the seventh
seal.—"The seal of the living
God." (Rev. 7:2) The
opening of the seventh seal
is progressive. The opening
and unfolding of the Truth
goes on as the saints are
sealed. " Page 143

Editor’s Note: Charles Russell believed the seventh seal was
progressively unfolding. Likewise, Branham’s example of
continual exploding rockets (plagiarized from Larkin) conveys
the idea that the seventh seal is progressively unfolding.

Now, we're into the age of the
Eagle, the revelation to be
revealed, the whole thing.
Now, compare this with

Revelations the 10th chapter,
verse 1 to 7, and we'll see here
in  this Revelations—the
Revelations here, 10: 1-7, that
in the days of the sounding
of the seventh angel's
message was to finish up all

the mysteries of God. Page
519

God's people down through
this Gospel age have been

privileged to know something
of the "Secret of the Lord"—
the Divine Plan. But not until
the last seal Is broken, does
the scroll fly wide open,
permitting the ‘Mystery of
God' to be fully disclosed;
as Itis written: "In the days
of the voice of the seventh
angel, when he shall begin
to sound, the Mystery of

God should be finished, as
He hath declared to His
servants the Prophets .'
(Rev. 6:1; 10:7.)" Page 143

Editor’s Note: Russell believed the seventh seal is the secret of
the Lord of unfolding truths being revealed by the him—the
seventh angel of Revelation 10:7. As we shall later study,
Russell believed he was this seventh angel and his books were
the message. Branham taught the very same thing.

And here when the Seventh
Seal, when He opened it, He
also omitted it again. See? So
we see that it is a complete
mystery, therefore, the hour is
not yet for these mystery to
be known, therefore, we're
this far and the rest of it will

be known right around about
the time that Jesus appears
on earth again for His Bride,
or whatever takes place at that
time. Now, until that time, let's
just all pray and live good
straight ~ Christian  lives,
looking forward for His
coming. Page 521

By the time the saints are all
sealed in their hearts and
minds with the Present Truth,
the deepest features of the
Truth itself will have been
disclosed. The time will
undoubtedly come in the
near future when the
number of the Elect will be

complete. Page143

Editor’s Note: Russell believed that portions of the seventh seal
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Comments: As shown, Branham basically followed Russell’s
understanding, even by saying the seventh seal will be revealed in
the days of the voice of the seventh angel of Revelation 10:7. This
verse is wrongly interpreted by Russell and Branham, as this
study shall irrefutably prove later by scriptures.

During Branham’s sermons on the previous six seals, he built
up great expectation among his audience regarding the seventh .
However, when he finally taught on this seal, he  mainly brought
nothing new other than attempting to connect it with (1) a vision
he had in December of 1962 originally consisting of fi ve angels
conveniently change d to seven angels to match the opening of
seven seals as we shall later study , (2) a vision of the final phase
of his ministry called the “Third Pull,” and (3) his experience in
the mountain concerning a vision of a sword.

Branham brought no new revelation, but attempts to mystify
this seal by his personal perplexing experiences that neither he
nor his audience clearly understood. Finally, near the end of the
sermon Branham admitted that he did not know the revelation of
the seventh seal.

Now, what this great secret is that lays beneath this Seal, |
do not know. I don't know it. I couldn't make it out. |
couldn't tell it just what it, and, just what it said. But |
know that it was them seven thunders uttering themselves right
close together, just banging seven different times, and it
unfolded into something else that | seen. Then when | seen that,
| looked for the interpretation that flew across there, and |
couldn't make it out. That's exactly right, friend. See? The
hour isn't quite yet for it _, but it's moving into that cycle.
See? It's coming up close.  So the thing for you to do is to
remember that | speak to you in the Name of the Lord: Be
prepared, for you don't know what time something can happen.
_The Seventh Seal 03-24-63E

William Branham vs. Uriah Smith

What William Branham Said: What Uriah Smith Said:

Silence  in Heaven. -
Concerning the cause of this
silence, only conjecture can be
offered, - a conjecture,

You know when we
compared the Scripture here
with Matthew 24 with the six
Seals, the Seventh Seal was

left out; because (You see?),

Christ said only God
Himself knowed, not even
the Angels. No wonder, it
wasn't even written . You
see, they hushed; nothing
take place then. Angels don't
know it; nobody knows
when He's coming. But
there'll be a... There'll be
seven voices of these
thunders that will reveal
the great revelation at that
time. So | believe, to us

who... If we don't know it,

and we—we—it won't be
knowed till that time, but it
will be revealed in that day,
in the hour that it's

supposed to be revealed in.
So the thing for us to do is to

however, which is supported
by the events of the sixth seal.
That seal does not bring us to

the second advent, although
it embraces events that
transpire in close connection
therewith. It introduces the
fearful commotions of the

elements, described as the

rolling of the heavens together
as a scroll, caused by the voice
of God, the breaking up of the
surface of the earth, and the
confession on the part of the
wicked that the great day of
God's wrath is come. They are

doubtless in  momentary
expectation of seeing the

King appear in, to them,
unendurable glory. But the

seal stops just short of that
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be reverent before God and
serve Him, and do all that we
know how to do, and live
good Christian lives. Here
now, we find that the Sixth
Seal has been opened to us;
we see it, and we know that
this Seventh Seal cannot be
broke to the public until that
hour arrives. Now, there was
some reason that God let this
seven voices be thundered,
because it must come (See?),
for the... We find that Christ,
the Lamb took the—the
Book in His hand, and He
opened that Seventh Seal.
But you see, it's a hidden
mystery. No one knows it.
But it—it's right along with
what He said: no one would
know His coming; they also
would not know about this
seven thunder mystery. So
you see, it's connected
together. Pages 520-521

See lIsrael's gathering in its
own homeland. But you
notice, He omitted the
revelation of this Seventh
Seal. And here when the
Seventh Seal, when He
opened it, He also omitted it
again. See? So we see that it
is a complete mystery,
therefore, the hour is no t yet
for these mystery to be
known, therefore, we're this
far and the rest of it~ will be
known right around about
the time that Jesus appears
on earth again for His
Bride, or whatever takes
place at that time. Now, until
that time, let's just all pray
and live good straight
Christian  lives, looking
forward for His coming.
Page 521

**Because, the Seventh
Seal, there was silence. "No
one knew; that was the
minute or hour that Christ
would come," as He revealed
it to us._The Feast Of The
Trumpets 07-19-64 M

event. The personal
appearing of Christ must
therefore be allotted to the
next seal. But when the Lord
appears, he comes with all
the holy angels with him.
Matt.25:31. And when all the
heavenly harpers leave the

courts above to come down

with their divine Lord, as he
descends to gather the fruit
of his redeeming work, will
there not be silence in
heaven? Page 475-476

Comments: Smith taught that the ir was silence in heaven during
the seventh seal because Jesus Christ left heaven with his angels
to gather his redeemed on the earth at the second coming .
Branham taught the same. Remember, Branham said that he read

Smith’s and other writers’ books concerning the seals.

“I'd go in there and pick up the notes. I'd pick up books of
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Dr. Smith, Uriah Smith, and oh, all the writers in there, and
read in—and read down in their books. I'd say, "Now, here's

the Sixth Seal; here's the Fourth Seal. Now, what does this
man say?" He'd say, "Well, it was this, that, or the other."
1'd look over here and get another man. He'd say that it was

such-and-such. And it looked like I just... It just didn't work
right.” _The Seventh Seal.

As stated, in this quote  Branham pretends to disagree with
Smith and others about the seventh seal, when he actually taught
their beliefs that it pertains to Christ’s return and progressive
revelations. Also, weeks before Branham’s death in 1965, he
spoke a message entitled the “Rapture,” where he identified his
message as the “shout” of Jesus’ return in 1 Thessalonians 4:16.

Branham connected his third pull ministry with the secret
return of Christ and that it would produce rapturing faith. Asa
result, followers believe he fulfilled Jesus’ secret seventh seal
coming that began in 1963 when Christ allegedly appeared over
Arizona.in the disputed cloud shown in Life Magazine. They
believe the rapture began over 54 years ago when Branham
fulfilled the Son of Man coming of Jesus in Luke 17:3Q His
sermons and books were the “shout.” Followers often say:
“Rapturing faith lies in the tapes” (audio sermons of Branham).

But, as this study shall later prove, the message of William
Branham is not the fulfillment of prophecy. It is flawed and filled
with major verifiable errors. Even some of his visions, “Thus
saith the Lord,” and experiences can clearly be proven wrong.

Similar to Russell, Branham condemned churches that did not
follow his teachings; even those that believed the true biblical
gospel and taught correct doctrines (see The Indictment 07 -07-
63M). He consid ered them as belonging to apostate churches of
Mystery Babylon the Great (Rev. 17:1-5), with the exception that
some people among them are foolish virgins (Matt. 25:1 -13) who
he viewed as saved, but will miss the rapture.

However, the true Church o f Jesus our Savior do not need
Branham’s error-filled message to be saved or resurrected. They
obtained such by believing in the finished work of Jesus Christ on
the cross (thoroughly discussed in my three volume book: “The
True Biblical Gospel of Jesus Ch rist”).[192 Jesus said those who
believe on him will be resurrected (John 1125). Paul says we
shall be resurrected by believing that Jesus died and rose from the
dead (1 Thess. 4:13 -14), which is the gospel’s message of
salvation (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 1:17-18; 15:1-4,11)—more later.

Plagiarism of Seven Sealed Book’s Identity

Revelation 5:1. And | saw in the right hand of him that sat on the
throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with
seven seals.

William Branham vs. Clarence Larkin

What William Branham Said What Clarence Larkin Said:

**What was this "LITTLE
BOOK"? Some claim that it

was the "SEVEN SEALED
BOOK," now open, and
therefore the "TITLE DEED"
to the Earth, and that the
"MIGHTY ANGEL" held it in
His hand, as He stood with one

foot on the sea and one foot on

the earth, as His authority for
claiming possession. Page 81

*Now, oh, my. Now, the
forfeited title deed is now
in the hands of the original
Owner, Almighty God. The
title deed to the earth . 63-
0317E - The Breach
Between The Seven Church
Ages And The Seven Seals,
Page 76

Is the title deed of our | The "SEVEN SEALED
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redemption, this seven- | BOOK" is the "TITLE
sealed Book. It's the title | DEED" to the redeemed
deed. You wait till we get | inheritance Page 45

into those Seals!

_Revelation, Chapter Five

#2, 06-18-61

And this Lamb come forth
and went over to Him that
set upon the Throne that held
the complete Title Deed of
Redemption; and the Lamb
goes and takes the Book out
of the hand of Him that set
upon the Throne and was —
took and opened the Seals
and opened the Bo ok. _The
First Seal, Pages 108-109

But John wept. Here's
what | think he wept for:
because if no one was
worthy and could open this
Book of Redemption. The
Breach Between The Seven
Church Ages And The
Seven Seals, Page 83

John wept because he knew
what the Book was, and that
if there was no one to open
that "BOOK OF
REDEMPTION. Page 45

Editor’s Note: As shown, Larkin identified the seven sealed
book as the book of redemption and the title deed to the earth .
Branham taught the same. In the underlined sentences, he
nearly quotes Clarence Larkin verbatim.

When that Lamb leaves the

When the Lamb leaves the

throne yonder on His days
of mediatorial work, when
He leaves the throne up there
and takes that Book of
Redemption. _The First

Throne to take the Book, His
Mediatorial Work ceases, and
His REDEMPTIVE WORK
begins. Page 46

Seal Page 136

The Lamb's done left the—
His mediatorial work. The
mediatorial work has been
finished from over on the
throne._Sixth Seal, Page 364

Editor’s Note: Clarence Larkin believed Christ’s mediatorial
work ends when he takes and open the seven sealed book.
When preaching the seven seals, Branham nearly quotes Larkin
verbatim in the underlined sentences . Nevertheless, there is a

vast difference between the two men ’s application of the sam e
wordings. Larkin believed Christ’s mediatorial work will end in
the future before his return. Branham erroneously taught that it
ended during his sermons on the seven seals in March of 1963
since Christ had left his throne to open the seals through him

(discussed later on pages 219-222).

It sounds so good to me; 1—I
like to read it. ... | saw
another mighty angel come
down from heave n, clothed
with a cloud:... a rainbow...

upon his head, and his face
was... the sun, and his feet
as pillars of fire: Now, we
saw the same thing, which

was Christ. And we know
Christ _is always the

The contents of the "Book™ are
not disclosed. We are simply
told, as the 'Seals" are
broken, that certain things
happened. They doubtless were
preliminary to the Lamb's
taking possession of the
Purchased Possession. It is not
until chapter 10:1-6, that
Christ, as the "MIGHTY
ANGEL," puts His right foot

Messenger to the Church.

upon the sea, and His_left foot
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All right. He's called a Pillar | on_the earth, and cries --
of Fire, the Angel of the "There shall be time no

covenant and so forth. And | longer," that is "NO LONGER
he had in his hand a little DELAY," that He takes

book opened:... (Now, the
Seals had done been broke
here. We're breaking them
now; but this, the thing's
opened.)... and he set his
right foot on the sea, and
his left... on the earth. _
First Seal, Pages 130-131

formal possession, but as the
claim is disputed further steps,
aswe shall see, are necessary
to secure possession. Page 48

Editor’s Note: As shown, Larkin connects Revelation 10:1-6 to
Christ taking formal possession of the purchased possession
after the seven seals are broken by placing his feet on the land
and sea. Branham basically said the same.

Comment: As shown, Branham repeated Larkin’s information
nearly verbatim as his revelations. He brought no new revelation.

Seven Seals: Branham Claimed Divine Revelations

Considering the above information, William Branham’s
teachings about the seven seals followed the basic pattern
of published books and commentar ies before his time. As
stated, Branham admitted to reading these literatures while
denying their influence on his sermons . After pointing out
the similarities, we must ask: “Why did Branham pretend
not to know anything about these seals , but alluded to God
opening them each night?” Consider the quotes below.

Now, the seven -seal, roll Book is now being released by the
Lamb. We approach that place tonight. God help us.  As the
Seals are broken and released, the mysteries of the Book are
revealed. The First Seal, 03-18-63

And it only is to be revealed at the last day when this actual
Seal is broken. Broken to who? Not to Christ, but to the
Church. Notice, now. Oh, my, that just makes me tremble. | —
I—I1 hope that the Church truly understands it (See what |
mean?) _The First Seal, 03-18-63

Now, what does the white horse mean? Now, here's where the
revelation comes. I'm just as positive of this as I'm standing
here knowing this is the Word.  I've read every book on it |
could find. _The First Seal, 03-18-63

I'm grateful to the Lord God for showing me these things. |
know that it's the Truth. There it is, revealed right there. Here
he rides right down through the age and comes right out here
and displays himself right down here just as perfect as he can
be. See? That's him. Now, we're not deceived on that. Now,
you got your eyes opened. _The First Seal, 03-18-63

There's the Second Seal. Do you love Him? Oh, my. That's
THUS SAITH THE LORD . Praise be to God. _The Second
Seal 03-19-63

We have come again tonight, Lord, to attempt this meeting and
to pray Thee to open to us, Lord, this Third Seal of this
Book, that it might be known to us that we would know what to
do and how to live and how to be better Christians. _The Third
Seal, 03-20-63, Page 205

Well, to the best of my understanding and the —the best that |
know of, and with all that | believe in my heart, that's the true
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meaning of those three Seals. | want to thank God for it. I'll say
this, that it's the revelation that He give me. He gave that to
me, the revelation of it. And | do believe that we're living in
the last days. _The Third Seal 03-20-63

Now, there you are, friends . Here's the Fourth Seal open ,
and the riders of the four horses is revealed to the best of my
knowledge. Now, this is all that took place on earth. _The
Fourth Seal 03-21-63

O Lamb of God, come forward, we pray. We call on You,
Lord, the great Redeemer. Come forth and show us Your plan
of redemption that's been hid through the years , breaking this
Fifth Seal for us tonight, Father, and revealing what's
beneath that Seal for us, that we might go away a better
Christians than we are now—might be better fit for the task that
lays ahead. W e ask it in Jesus' Name. Amen. _The Fifth Seal
03-22-63

And now, tonight we have assembled here to hear Your Word.
And as we have been studying in this certain portion of the
Scripture, that the Lamb was the only One that could open the
Seals or to loose them... And we pray that tonight as we have
under consideration this great Sixth Seal, we pray, heavenly
Father, that the Lamb will open it to us tonight, that we are
here to understand it. And when no man on earth or in heaven
was sufficient, only the Lamb was found sufficient . _The Sixth
Seal 03-23-63

Now, we notice now as we go into the Sixth Seal... Now, may
the Heavenly Father help us as we settle down now to this
Sixth Seal. Now, the 12th verse of the 6th chapter. _The Sixth
Seal 03-23-63

And | thought under this Sixth Seal, when the Holy Spirit
broke it forth there, | seen what it was, then | thought it'd be a
good thing to give the class a little something different tonight
(See?), 'cause it might be tiring you just listen to me talking all
the time. So | thought th at we'd do something different. _The
Sixth Seal 03-23-63

Now, heavenly Father, as this goes forward now to preach or to
teach on this great mighty event that taken place in glory some
two thousand years ago, and was given to the great beloved
apostle, John, and tonight we're to speak upon i, let the
Holy Spirit come forward now in His mighty power of
revelation, that He might reveal to us that thing which He
wants us to know, as He has in the last few nights. We commit
ourselves to You with the Word, in Jesus' Name. Amen. _The
Seventh Seal 03-24-63E

Now, the voice of that great thunder and the mission that was
brought here has been revealed that it —and proven that it was
of God. Just think now. 1 knew not these Seals , and they
been revealed this week . Did anybody think of that? Of those
seven Angels, being This, being the message that was coming
forth, them Angels bringing me back here for that ? _The
Seventh Seal 03-24-63E

In the above quotes, Branham pretended that God
revealed the seven seals to him, when in actuality he copied
other writers. For example, in the the sixth seal, he
followed Larkin’s teachings nearly verbatim, By doing so,
his truthfulness must be questioned.

The facts clearly show that Branham copied multiple

writers during those sermons and pass ed the information
unto his audience as special revelation s. In the following
quotes, Branham continued to misinform his audience
about the source of his information on the seven seals.

And now, the Lamb is standing now tonight as we enter

into this 6th chapter; He's got the Book in His hand and
starting to reveal it. And, oh, | would've absolutely today...
And | hope that people are spiritual. | would've had a horrible
mistake on that if it hadn't been about twelve o'clock today
when the Holy Spirit came i n the room and corrected me on
something that | was writing down to say. | was taking it from
an old context. |1 had nothing on it. | don't know what the
Second Seal is no more than nothing, but I'd got some old
contexts of something that 1'd spoke on sever al years ago and
wrote it down, and I'd gathered this context —context... And

Dr. Smith, many great outstanding teachers that 1—I'd
gathered, and all of them believed that, so I'd wrote it down .
And | was fixing to say, "Well, now  I'll study it from that

standpoint.” And there about twelve o'clock in the day the
Holy Spirit just swept right down into the room, and the
whole thing just opened up to me , and there it was ...?... of
this—of this First Seal being opened. 63-0318 - The First Seal

In the revealing of the se—of these Seals, remember, it's only
really one verse. The first tells the announcing of it. The second
verse... Most all commentaries and so forth, the reading of it
are—are... The reading of their thoughts, and | have —and
I've always believed like nearly all of them does that that first
horse rider was the—uwas the early church. But when the Holy
Spirit revealed it , it was absolutely contrary to that. _The
Third Seal 03-20-63

As stated, Branham claimed that God corrected him
from accepting Uriah Smith’s and other commentar ies’
views of the first seal. W hen in fact he had accepted
Clarence Larkin, Charles Russell, and Scofield’s views of
this seal. As studied, these men believed the first seal was
the antichrist. Particularly, Russell believed it refer red to
the Pope. Later, inthe other seals, Smith also viewed the
horse riders as being the Pope and the Romish church.

So then, Branham’s v iews were not new revelations.
He basically taught the views of these men in all seven
seals. As stated, Branham openly admits to reading many
commentaries when disagreeing with them, but does not
mention such fact when using their information.

And now, tonight we are studying this Second Seal. And e...
For the first four Seals there is four horse riders. And | tell you
today something happened again, and I —I... Something that
I... 1 go and get the old script that | had that I talked on long
ago. And just set down there, and | thought, “"Well, | —I did the
very best | could." And many writers and things ... And |
thought, "Well, I'll read a little while, and look over and see
this and that," and the first thing you know, something just
happens, and it's altogether different. It just comes in
different. Then | grab me a pencil right quick and start
writing down just as fastas | can while He's there . Oh, it's
just something happened just about one-half hour ago. _The
Second Seal 03-19 -63

As shown above, Branham claimed that as he studied
many writers point of views, God (or an angel) would come
and reveal something different. Yet, after comparing
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Branham’s alleged revelations of the seals with various
writers, the evidence plainly shows he practica lly brought
nothing different. Other than the souls under the altar were
Jews Killed by Hitler and Stalin, who never accepted Jesus.
This belief is incorrect because Jesus told a Jewish Rabbi:

Except a man be born of water andofthe Spirit, he
CANNOT ENTER into the kingdom of God ... Marvel not
that | said unto thee, Ye MUST be born again.” (John 3:5,7).

First Seal: Branham Knew before 1963 Sermon

As stated, during Branham’s sermon on March 17,
1963, he claimed that God corrected him from  accepting
Smith’s and other commentaries’ views of the first seal.

I would've had a horrible mistake on that if it hadn't been
about twelve o'clock today when the Holy Spirit came in the
room and corrected me on something that | was writing
down to say. | was taking it from an old context. | had nothing
on it. |1 don't know what the Second Seal is no more than
nothing, but I'd got some old contexts of something that I'd
spoke on several years ago and wrote it down, and I'd
gathered this context —context... And Dr. Smith, many
great outstanding teachers that 1—I'd gathered, and all of
them believed that, so I'd wrote it down. And | was fixing to
say, "Well, now I'll study it from that standpoint.” And there
about twelve o'clock in the day the Holy Spirit just swept
right down into the room , and the whole thing just opened
up to me, and there it was...?... of this —of this First Seal
being opened. _The First Seal 03-18-63

What was the correction? Branham initially believed
the white horse rider of the first seal was Christ during first
century Christianity. Many theologians and Bible teachers
held this point of view (e.g. , Matthew Henry, John Gill,
Uriah Smith), while others believed it pertained to the
Roman Empire. 1% As studied, Bible teachers such as
Larkin, Russell, and S cofield believed this rider was the
antichrist. In 1960, Branham’s statements showed that he
once believed the white h orse rider in the first seal to be
Jesus Christ or the Holy Spirit.

And he had a name written, that no man knew, but... himself.
And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his
name is called The Word of God. What went out of His
mouth? What went? The white horse rider . And Revelation,
also, 7, when... | believe 8. When the white horse... no, it's 6.
When the white horse rider went forth, He was given a—a
bow, to conquer and to conquer . _The Patmos Vision 12-04-
60E

The 6th chapter deals with the—with the white horse, which
was the Holy Spirit went forth conquering, to conquer.
Then come the pale horse, Death, and Hell followed it. And
each one of those riders on the horses. _The Ten Virgins, And
The Hundred And Forty-Four Thousand Jews 12-11-60M

So then, in 1960 Branham did believed the white horse
rider of the first seal was Christ. But, by the time Branham
preached the seventy weeks of Daniel on July 30, 1961, he
already believed the first seal pertained to the antichrist, not
Christ. He also knew before the 1963 sermons on the seven
seals that the pope was the antichrist.
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And at that time Michael shall st and..., the great prince which
will stand for the children of thy people:... (Now, this is at the
end time.)... and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never
was since... the nation... (That's when the_antichrist, this
First Seal rider goes forth, when he takes place)... even
until this time:... _ The Sixfold Purpose Of Gabriel's Visit To
Daniel 07-30-61E

Now... And in the middle of the week, the middle of this
Jewish week (See?), that's three and a half years —years—the
antichrist, the prince, a prince that is to come... And
remember, he comes out of Rome. The prince that is to come
(What is he? A pope, a prince amongst the people.) that is to
come. _The Seventieth Week Of Daniel 08-06-61

Nonetheless, during the 1963 sermon on the first seal ,
Branham pretended that he did not know the identity of the
white horse rider until 12:00 noon , when facts shows that
he actually knew it since 1961.

And there about twelve o'clock in the day the Holy Spirit just
swept right down into the room , and the whole thing just
opened up to me, and there it was...?... of this —of this First
Seal being opened. _The First Seal 03-18-63

The last time that | was—tried to go through it, just teaching it,
about thirty years ago, | took the book... Somebody had told
me that the Adventists had more light on the second coming
of Christ than any people that they knowed, so | found some
of their good books to read them. | got Smith's book on
"Daniel's Revelation." And he said this white horse that went
forth was white, and it symbolized a conqueror, and in this
conquering... Many of you Adventist brethren here knows
the book, and many of you others also by reading it. And
others, | read two or three of.. | read when the... | can't
call... There's two more books read, and both men agreed
that that was right . That was fine teachers, supposed to be
some of the best with the best light. So I thought, “Well, if |
don't know, I'll just say what they said, try to teach it that way."
And they give a vay good explanation of it, what it really
meant. And they said, ""Now, here's a white horse, and a
white horse is a power, a charger." And said, " The man that
set on that was the—the white horse was the Holy Spirit that
went forth in the early age and conquered that age for the
Kingdom of God. _The First Seal 03-18-63

Unless Branham had forgotten, his claim is untrue that
God corrected him at 12:00 noon about the white horse
rider being the antichrist. He already knew this information
beforehand. Actually, many of Branham’s supposed
revelations during his teachings on the seven seals can be
found in prior sermons, as later proved by this study.

Seven Seals: Branham Brought No New Revelations

When considering the actual content of information
Branham gave for each individual seal and the amount of
time particularly spent on the topic, we will begin to realize
that he did not elaborate much on the subject. He would
spend the majority of the sermons talking about biblical
and non -biblical issues ( often about his end time ministry
and personal experiences) while repeating himself. Then |
near the end of the sermon , Branham would give his
alleged revelations that were copied from different writers.
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As aresult, he did not have much to say about these seals
other than what were already written in religious books and
commentaries, as summarized below.

First Seal

In transcriptions of Branham’s recorded sermons, the
paragraphs are numbered . The entire sermon pertaining to
the first seal is 2 hours and 49 minutes consisting of 402
paragraphs. Branham read the first seal in Revelation 6: 1-2
at paragraph 40, but does not  provide the actual meaning
until paragraphs 293 -301. What did he say in those
paragraphs? He said the white horse rider is the antichrist,
who later became the pope after the Nicene Council. The
remainder of the sermon are repetitions and fill-ins.

We shall later show that some of Branham’s fill -ins
were supposedly revealed mysteries of the Bible he had
copied. As studied, when Branham’ s se rmon on the first
seal is compared with past biblical writers who lived before
him, he brought no new revelation to this subject.

Second Seal

The entire sermon of the second seal is 2 hours and 18
minutes consisting of 360 paragraphs. Branham read the
second seal in Revelation 6:3 -4 at paragra ph 24, but does
not provide the actual meaning until paragraphs 261 -263,
269-276, 280-284, and 286 -289. What did he say in those
paragraphs? He said the rider is the same antichrist, who
incarnate into the popes, unite church and state, and then
kills 68 m illion people. The remainder of the sermon are
repetitions and fill-ins. As studied, when Branham’s
sermon is compared with past writers, he brought no new
revelation pertaining to this seal.

Third Seal

The entire sermon of the third seal is2 hours and 12
minutes consisting of 351 paragraphs. He read the third
seal in Revelation 6:5-6 at paragraph 22, but does not
provide the actual meaning until paragraphs 294-306.

What did Branham say in those paragraphs? He said
the rider is the same antichrist, who through the popes and
Roman Catholic Church ro de into the D ark Age and
became wealthy by charging people for religious services
rendered, and that the oil and wine represented the true
elect who were preserved by the revelation of God’s word.
The remainder of the sermon are repetitions and fill-ins. As
studied, when this sermon is compared with past writers,
Branham brought no new revelation pertaining to this seal.

Fourth Seal

The entire sermon of the fourth seal is 2 hours and 25
minutes consisting of 394 paragraphs. Branham read the
fourth seal in Revelation 6: 7-8 at paragraph 18, but does
not provide the actual meaning until paragraphs 115, 152,
164-183,194-197, 215, 221-237, and 339. What did he say
in those sections? He said the rider is the same antichrist,
who through the popes and Roman Catholic Church was
called death because they killed 68 million people. This
rider becomes the incarnate Devil in the end time, wh o will
rule the world based upon Revelation 13, and spiritually
kill people with eternal death (separation) through the
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Roman Catholic Church, Protestant organized religion, and
confederacy of churches. The remainder of the sermon are
repetitions and fill-ins. As studied, when Branham’s
sermon is compared with other past writers, he brought no
new revelation pertaining to this seal.

Also, as we shall thoroughly examine in Chapter Four,
the very things that Branham taught in the fourth seal
regarding the pope, Roman Catholic Church, organized
religion, and the confederacy of churches were written
extensively in Russell’s book: “The Finished Mystery ”
(1918) and Smith’s book “Daniel and the Revelation”
(1897). Remember, Russell entitled the sixth chapter of
Revelation as “Six Seals and The Papacy.”

Fifth Seal

The entire sermon of the fifth seal is 2 hours and 42
minutes consisting of 471 paragraphs. Branham read the
fifth seal in Revelation 6:9-11 at paragraph 39, but does not
provide the actual meaning until paragraphs 217 -276 and
286. What did he say? He sa  id the souls under the altar
were not Christian martyrs; they were Jews (who never
accepted Jesus Christ) killed during the Holocaust. The
future Jews who will be killed in like manner are the
144,000 lIsraelites in Revelation 7 . The remainder of the
sermon are repetitions and fill -ins. As studied, when
Branham’s sermon is compared with Larkin’s book, he
brought no new revelation regarding this seal. However,
the Jews being killed by Hitler and Stalin during the
Holocaust appeared to be his personal teaching.

As stated, Branham’s revelation about this seal is
contrary to the teaching of Paul that Jews can be saved
without accepting Jesus Christ according to the gospel
(Rom. 1:16-17; 3:28-30; 9:30-33; 10:1-5,16; 11:1-32; 1
Cor. 1:22-24). Also, in Acts 4:12, Peter says to Jews:
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is  none
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved.” Remember, Jesus told Nicodemu s—a
prominent religious Je w—that everyone must be born
again to enter the kingdom of God. Jesus also said no one
can approach God except through him (John 3:1-7; 14:6).

Sixth Seal

The entire sermon of the sixth seal is 2 hours and 40
minutes consisting of 474 paragraphs. Branham read the
sixth seal in Revelation 6:12 -17 at paragraph 112 -113 and
compares the six seals of Reve lation 6:1-17 with Matthew
24:4-29 in paragraphs 154 -185. He then provides the
meaning of the sixth seal in paragraphs 272-317. The
remainder of the sermon are repetitions and fill -ins. What
did he say in those paragraphs? He said six seals were
mentioned by Christ in Matthew 24 :4-29. He then said the
sixth seal is the great tribulation period and the natural
disasters of this seal are caused by the two prophets of
Revelation 11. He identified these two prophets as Moses
and Elijah by means of the miracles th ey performed. He
said God will use these  prophets to call out the 144,000
Israelites during great tribulation period of the sixth seal.

Nonetheless, as studied, when Branham’s sermon is
compared with Clarence Larkin’s book, the facts shows
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that he brought no new revelation pertaining to this seal.

Seventh Seal

The entire sermon of the seventh seal is 2 hours and 33
minutes in length consisting of 415 paragraphs. In the
seventh seal, Branham read the scripture at paragraph 52
and tried to provide the actual meaning at paragraphs 264 -
320, 392, and 399. What did he say in those paragraphs?

Branham basically says nothing of this seal other than
attempting to mystify its interpretations with (1) a vision he
had in December of 1962 about seven angels (originally 5
angels, discussed later) , (2) a vision of the final phase of
his prophetic ministry called the “Third Pull,” (3) his
experience in the mountain concerning a vision of a sword
placed in his hand, and (4) a vision of trying to put a large
shoe string in a baby’s shoe, which he interpres as not
trying to teach Pentecostals babies supernatural things.

By telling these visio ns, Branham is attempting to
connect the seventh seal with a secret mission of his end
time ministry called the “third Pull” or “tent vision.” The
third pull was supposed to be an unprecedented display of
creative power that would produce rapturing faith in his
followers. During this time seven thunders of Revelation
10:4 would reveal the hour of Christ coming. However,
those visions were left un fulfilled when he suddenly died
on December 24, 1965. Over 54 years since Branham’s
death, some followers are still looking for him to r ise from
the dead to fulfill those visions (discussed later).

Near the end of the sermon on the seventh seal,
Branham briefly alludes to this seal as the  second coming
of Christ, as did Uriah Smith (pages 59-60). Branham’s
followers later interpreted this secret coming as him
fulfilling Luke 17:3 0 to bring forth the “shout” of Christ’s
return mentioned in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 (discussed later).

As stated, some of Branham’s followers believed he
was the literal return of Jesus Christ in vio lation of
Matthew 24:24-28 (studied on pages 26-28). Everything
else in h is sermon on the seventh seal are  just repetitions
and fill-ins. Then, in paragraph 301 he felt check to say no
more. But, in paragraph 324, Branham finally admits that
he did not know the secret of this seal, saying:

Now, |—I'd better stop right here. See? | just—I just feel
checked not to say no more about it. See? So just remember
the Seventh Sea |, the reason it was not opened (See?), the
reason It did not reveal it, no one should know about it. _The
Seventh Seal 03-24-63E, Par. 301

Now, what this great secret is that lays beneath this Seal, | do
not know. | don't know it. | couldn't make it out._|I couldn't
tell it, just what it, and, just what it said. The Seventh Seal 03 -
24-63E, Par. 324

So then, it took Branham 2 hours and 33 minutes in
sermon time to tell us what we already knew, which is
nothing—other than what Revelation 8:1 says. But, if
Branham did not know the secret of the seventh seal, other
than what others had written, then how could he have
claimed to open the seven-sealed book?

God's great mystery of how, it's a secret. He kept it a secret.
Nobody knowed nothing about it. Even the Angels didn't

understand it. See, He didn't reveal it. That's the reason,
under our seventh mystery, when the seventh seal was
opened, there was silence. Jesus, when He was on earth, they
wanted to know when He would come. He said, "It's not...
Even the Son Himself don't know when it's going to happen."
See, God has this all to Himself. It's a secret. And that's the
reason there was silence in Heaven for a space of a half hour,
and seven thunders utter their voices , and John was even
forbidden to write it, see, the Coming of the Lord . That's
one thing He hasn't revealed vet , of how He will come, and
when He will come. It's a good thing that He doesn't . _Christ
Is The Mystery Of God Revealed 07-28-63

Branham said the seventh seal was not opened . But,
during the same time, he claimed all seals were opened.

And | was brought East , to open the Seven Seals for God .
_Standing In The Gap 06-23-63M

The Seventh Seal hasn't opened yet, you know. That's His
Coming. _The Feast Of The Trumpets 07-19-64

The seventh angel was to open the six-seal mystery.
_Proving His Word 08-16-64

Also, as we shall later study, the seventh seal shown in
Revelation 8:1 is not presently opened because scriptures
show it taking place: (1) after the sixth seal of natural
disasters struck the earth in the sixth chapter , and (2) after
the great tribulation period in the 7t chapter had begun.

Again, when the seventh seal is opened, verse 2 shows
seven angels unleashing unprecedented calamities on the
earth during that time. Branham never read or spoke of
verse 2 during his sermon, which is connected to verse 1.

So then, none of the above events have happened.
They are futuristic. Therefore, Branham was wrong when
he announced that the seven seals were opened. Also, the
following quote at the end of Branham’s sermonon the
seventh seal verify the fact that his vision was wrong.
Why? Because it did not happen “SOON,” as he stated.

And if there's anybody that despises wrong and people saying
something that's actually lies and not the truth, | hate that; but
I—I do love the solid tru th. No matter how much it interrupts
this way or that way, if it's Truth, God will finally show that
it's Truth. And if He doesn't do that, one of these days
SOON, then my vision wasn't right. Now, you see where | just
laid myself. _The Seventh Seal 03-24-63E

As shown, Branham implied that his vision is wrong if
the seventh seal did not occur “soon,” which speaks of the
literal return of Jesus Christ. Over 54 years later, the vision
remains unfulfilled. In spite of the growing evidence of
facts proving Branham’s plagiarism s and errors, the motto
among his faithful followers is “Only Believe. "Many have
refused to accept the clear evidences, not knowing that
faith must rest upon solid fact s from God’s word (Rom.
10:17) rather than unproven rhetoric and emotions.

Tell me, after considering the research pertaining to
William Branham’s plagiarism of the seven seals:  “If you
are a follower, are you still willing to entrust your soul and
eternal destiny to his alleged claims as being Elijah the
prophet of Malachi 4:5 -6, the Son of man of Luke 17:30,
and the seventh angel of Revelation 3:14 and 10:7?”
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As we shall later study, Charles Taze Russell believed
he was the seventh angel messenger and his followers died
believing his lies. Why not entrust your soul to Jesus Christ
the Savior according to the true biblical gospel (Rom. 1:16-
17; 1 Cor. 1:17 -18). He sacrificially died for your sins on
the cross and rose from the dead for your justification
(Romans 4:24-25; 1 Cor, 15:1-4,11). After accepting this
truth, then obey Romans 10:8-13 (discussed later).

Conclusion: Are Branham’s Seals Claims Fraudulent?

So then, did seven angels of God reveal to Branham the
mysteries of the seven seals? It is obvious from our study
that he used information from books he read. Considering
the evidences, we can only conclude that Branham’s claims
of revealing the hidden mysteries of the seven seab are
fraudulent. That is, he made claims proven to be untrg
because he brought no new revelation about this subject.

Instead, Branham repeated other authors mainly from
books that are no longer widely circulated or still in print.
However, the internet has made these books available,
thereby exposing Branham’s claims as false.

Thus, whether the cloud that appeared in Arizona was
the aftermath of a destroyed missile or a supernatural
occurrence is irrelevant to our discussion. Especially when
considering that Matthew 24:23-28 forewarns Christians of
false Christs and false prophets performing great signs and
wonders. The truth of the matter is that Branham received
no new revelation to justify the presence of literal angels of
God commissioning him in Arizona to reveal the seven
seals in Jeffersonville, Indiana. He simply taught what
well-known biblical teachers of the past said in their books.

Therefore, knowingly or unknowingly, willingly or
unwillingly, Branham’s entire claims of opening the seven
sealed book in God’s right hand in Revelation 5:1 is a
major deception. How could he open this book when verses
3and 4 says no man could do so? As stated, how could
Branham claim to open the seventh seal in Revelation 8:1
when the disasters of the sixth seal in  chapter 6 and the
great tribulation period of chapter 7 have not yet begun?

Furthermore, how could the seventh seal be opened
when the catastrophes caused by the trumpets of seven
angels has not yet occurred? According to Revelation 8:1 -
6, the opening of the seven th seal unleash the blowing of
these trumpets that will bring unprecedented destruction to
the earth (discussed later). At first, Branham taught that
these seven seals had nothing to do with the church, but
pertained to the Jews. Later, those views were changed.

These Seven Seals, Seven Plagues, Seven Woes, Seven
Trumpets has not one thing to do. The Gentile Church will be
in glory at that time. Don't have nothing to do with us, the
Gentile Church; it only deals with Israel: "Daniel, thy people
and Jerusalem..." _Gabriel's Instructions To Daniel 07-30-61

Now, we're getting to a place where we can hitthe —the—go
into the Seven Seals , Seven Vials, Seven Trumpets, and all
that it pictured together, all dealing with the Jews and God's
judgment to the people upon the earth, and the remnant... _The
Seventieth Week Of Daniel 08-06-61
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Now, the seventh angel's Message is to open the mystery of
the Seals, calling the eleventh -hour Gentile workers to
receive the same pay that the first hour workers got. See?
_Recognizing Your Day And Its Message 07-26-64M

Branham’s revised view about his opening of the seven
seals to call Gentile workers conflicts with his teachings on
the rapture. How? Likely borrowed from Dr. Larkin (see
Page 72), Branham said the Gentile church is raptured in
the 4™ chapter of Revelation at the end of the seven church
ages shown in chapters two and three. The church does not
appear again until the 19™ chapter with Christ.

But the reason that He reveals, that | —as | understand, that it is
because the mystery of the Book of Redemption, as far as the
antichrist being revealed... And at the same time the Church is
gone, and these things don't even happen in the church age
at all. That's right. They're —they're away from the church
age. The Church absolutely is raptured at this time . The
Church goes up in the 4th chapter of Revelation , and does
not return until it comes back with its King in the 19th
chapter. But these Seals here are revealing what has been,
what is, and what will be. See? And now, what was to be for
the church age was revealed by these Seals, and now, watch
what takes it. _The Fifth Seal 03-22-63

As shown, during Branham’s sermon on the fifth seal
he said the church is raptured in the fourth chapter and
does not appear again in the book of Revelation until the
nineteenth chapter. Yet, during Branham’s sermons on the
seven seals, he claimed to be the seventh angel messenger
of Revelation 10:7 who opens to the church the seven seals
shown in the sixth to the eighth chapters, which definitely
involves the great tribulation period in chapter seven.

Now, we're into the age of the Eagle, the revelation to be
revealed, the whole thing. Now, compare this with
Revelations the 10th chapter, verse 1 to 7, and we'll see here
in this Revelations—the Revelations here, 10:1-7, that in the
days of the sounding of the seventh angel's message was
to finish up all th e mysteries of God. _The Seventh Seal
03-24-63E

And | was brought East , to open the Seven Seals for God.
_Standing In The Gap 06-23-63M

Notice now, exactly, the continuity of the Scripture, exactly
the same. Under the Seventh Trumpet, is to Israel the sa me
as the Seventh Seal was to the Church. The Feast Of The
Trumpets 07-19-64M

So then, how could Branham have been the seventh
angel in the 10 ™ chapter, who opens the seven seals in  the
6™ thru 8t chapters to a church raptured in the 4 ™ chapter
and does not reappear on the earth until the 19 ™ chapter?
As you can see, Branham was mixed up in his teachings
regarding these subjects, as this study shall  further prove
by his quotes and scriptures . Also, as we shall study, the
opeming of the seven seals has nothing to do with teaching
hypothetical lessons about the subject, which Branham and
others did.. But rather, the opening of the seals pertains to
putting those seven events literally into motion, which no
human could do except Jesus Christ—the one who
redeemed us and the book by his shed blood (Rev. 5:1-10).



Chapter Three

The Seven Church Ages: Did William Branham Plagiarize Several Authors?

hen considering all the hidden mysteries
supposedly revealed by William Branham, the
seven seals are deemed by his followers as
being the pinnacle of his revelations that sets
him apart from every ministry throughout history. They
truly believe he did what the Old Testament prophets, the
New Testament apostles, church reformers, or any ministry
throughout history never achieved. He opened the seven
sealed book in God’s right hand as the seventh angel of
Revelation 10:7, even though the Bible says no man in
heaven, earth, or under the earth was worthy to open the
book nor to looked thereon (Rev. 5:1-4, discussed later).

Branham so desperately wanted to be the alleged
seventh angel who reveals all the mysteries of God in the
last days that he even claimed to reveal the Apostolic
Oneness’ doctrine of the Godhead and water baptism in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. But, as we shall later prove,
he was only 5 (or seven) years old in 1914 when these
doctrines were widely introduced in this modern era.

Nonetheless, as proven in the prior chapter , William
Branham virtually brought no new revelation pertaining to
the alleged hidden mysteries of the seven seals . Rather, he
was heavily influenced by various writers. Nearly all of the
information used during those sermons came from well
known books and comme ntaries of the past. Branham
never credited any of tho se authors as being th e source of
his information. Rather, he made followers believe they
were personal revelations from seven angels.

During Branham’s sermons on the seals, the borrowed
information from other ministers were hidden amongst
various topics, testimonies, and personal stories. He would
introduce the sermon’s subject and then veer off to other
issues before returning to the initial topic. Then, he would
follow the plagiarized information and veer off again
before returning. When using Larkin’s book during the fi rst
and sixth seals, we saw glimpses of this procedure. But, it
was not so obvious because Branham used multiple books
during his sermons on the seven seals.

However, as we shall study in the next chapter, this
pattern was very noticeable during Branham’s sermon on
the seventy weeks of Daniel. It was fairly easy to track his
plagiarism on that subject because of this obvious routine.
Just read Clarence Larkin’s book and follow the plagiarized
information in Branham’s sermon. Then, skip over the
paragraphs where he veers off the subject until resuming to
use the plagiarized information. He would pick up the
subject right from the author’s outline shown in the book.

As stated, Branham hid obvious suspicion of plagiarism
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from followers who had read the books used as his secret
source of information. How? By saying those authors were
probing at the mysteries ; or that he came to tie up all the
loose ends of their teachings about these subjects.

Such comments made by Branham were excuses to
utilize these writers’ books without acknowledging their
contributions. Nonetheless, Branham knew that he was
using their information without giving them credit . Now,
after 54 years, many present and former followers are
discovering these once hidden facts.

In this chapter, the above patterns are very obvious as
we further uncover William Branham ’s plagiarisms by
examining his sermons and book on the seven church ages.
Branham’s teachings on this subject are considered by
followers as being his greatest revelations after the seven
seals. He preached these sermons between December
and 11" of 1960. The book was published in 1965.

Due to various conflicted teachings between Branham’s
earlier sermons and his 1965 published book entitled “An
Exposition O f The Seven Church Ages ,” some followers
are trying to blame Lee Vayle for any inconsistency
associated with the book by insinuating his authorship.

But, these same hypocritical followers acclaim Branham
as their prophet, and his recorded sermons as the end time
message and their absolute. Yet, they knowingly contradict
and deny their prophet’s very words where he repeatedly
confirmed on audio tapes that he authored the book.

5th

In the past, rather, we have studied The Seven Seals, The
Seven Churches. Brother Vayle and those are working upon
those now, faithfully, to get them in book form . _The Future
Home Of The Heavenly Bridegroom And The Earthly Bride
08-02-64

Here's Brother Lee Vayle writing, putting every word that |
say down, trying to make the book. O God, help Brother
Vayle and Sister Vayle. _Questions And Answers #2 08-24-64

Now, does anyone in here know Doctor ~ Lee Vayle? | don't
think... maybe not. He was a Baptist preacher, Doctor of
Divinity, and he has got his degrees. He was a high school
teacher, to begin with, and he is a very fine, scholarly man.
And my tapes of The Seven Church Ages, | sent them to
him, to grammarize them . Because, my old Kentucky "hit,
hain't, and tote, and carry, and fetch," that don't go good for
people who reads the books, so he was going to grammarize it
for me. And then, after he got through, sent it back a couple
times, for more statements. Which, the book is going to
press now, after about three or four years. _Doors In Door 02 -
06-65
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And Brother Vayle here is no stranger to us. He'sa very
precious brother, been with me in many meetings, him and his
wife. And he is also now the  writer of these sermons and
things that goes into book form. _Ashamed 07-11-65

Doctor Lee Vayle setting here. He is grammarizing this
book of the Seven Church Ages . _The Anointed Ones At
The End Time 07-25-65

Brother Vayle is our brother here, a writer of the books. And
he's getting the book ready now, The Seven Church Ages
and working with The Seven Seals. And  we’ll soon hop e to
have them out pretty soon. All right. Brother Lee Vayle.
_Christ Is Revealed In His Own Word 08-22-65M

You'll notice it in the book, so to save your confusion. You'll
find it that way. Because, | think, Brother Vayle, who put
the right grammar to it , reminded me of it today. | said,
"That's right." _Works Is Faith Expressed 11-26-65

According to Branham, Lee Vayle initially assisted i n
transcribing and adding the proper grammar to his 1960
sermons and putting them into book form. Later, Vayle
requested for more information to put in the book only
writing what Branham dictated. Vayle began working on
the book between 1961 -1962. Thus, Branham is the author
of the 1965 published book on the seven church ages that
bears his name on the front cover, not Lee Vayle.

Nonetheless. during the same time , Lee Vayle wrote a
book about Branham that bears his name as the author,
entitled: “Twentieth Century Prophet” or “The Messenger
to the Laodicean Age.” [1%4 Texts transcribed from an audio
tape from Branham showed him assisting Vayle in the
manuscript of the “Twentieth Century Prophet.” [0,
During a sermon in 1965, Branham acknowledged this
book as belonging to Vayle.

And then, in that, | think our precious brother must have
picked up a little extra inspiration, somehow, and he said he
was going to write a couple of books of hisown , off of
them, like. And so he wrote one called, | believe, The
Twentieth-Century Prophet, and another one, Laodicea
Church, I believe, or something like that. _A Man Running
From The Presence Of The Lord 02-17-65

Nevertheless, as the following study shall clearly
prove, Branham was not the originator of the teachings that
compares the seven churches of Asia in the book of
Revelation with seven distinct periods in chur ch history. A
few biblical teachers had already written about those
subjects before Branham. Among whom, he have admitted
on audio tapes to reading and disagreeing with their books.

Among the authors, Branham’s plagiarism of Clarence
Larkin during his sermons and book on the seven church
ages is very obvious. He follows Larkin’s outline and
plagiarizes him point by point until the end of his sermon.
Sometimes using entire sentences nearly verbatim.

Before considering Branham’s lessons on the seven
church ages, we shall first examine his plagiarism in the
introductory sermons taught a day earlier on Deember 4,
1960. Those sermons are “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”
and “Patmos Vision,” which covers the first chapter of
Revelation. However, this study shall mostly use excerpts
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from his 1965 book rather than those two1960 sermons.

The following quotes of Wi lliam Bra nham are taken
from his sermons “T he Seven Church Ages” (December 5-
11, 1960) 1% and his 1965 published book entitled “An
Exposition Of The Seven Church Ages,” which can also be
viewed online 1, Quotes of Clarence Larkin are taken
from the “Book of Revelation” (1919). [1%! Quotes of
Charles Taze Russell are taken from “The Finished
Mystery” (1918). 1% Quotes of Uriah Smith are taken
from “Daniel and the Revelation” (1897). [9 Quotes of
Cyrus Scofield are taken from “Scofield Bible” (1909). 1
Quotes of Henry Hampton Halley are taken from “Halley ’s
Bible Handbook” (1962, original edition 1924). 112

The books quoted in this study can be viewed online
(see endnotes for links). Please remember, the original page
numbers are used an d not the online page numbers. Even
though Branham’s quotes are taken from his sermons and
book on the seven church ages, additional quotes taken
from other sermons will inc lude the titles and dates in the

following study.

Patmos Vision

REVELATION 1:9. | John, who also am your brother, and
companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of
Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of
God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.

William Branham vs. Clarence Larkin

What William Branham Said:

What Clarence Larkin Said:

Now the Greek word for
revelation is "apocalypse"
which means "unveiling™.
This unveiling is perfectly
described in the example of

a sculptor unveiling his
work of statuary , exposing
it to the onlooker. It is an
uncovering, revealing what
was previously hidden. Now
the uncovering is not only
the revelation of the Person

of Christ, but it is THE
REVELATION OF HIS

The word ""Revelation in the
Greek is "APOCALUPSIS."
Hence the title "THE

APOCALYPSE," by which it
is often called. It is from the
verb "APOCALUPTO," to
unveil; from "APO," away

from; and "KALUMMA" a
veil. Hence "Apocalupsis"
means a taking away of a veil,
as when a statue is unveiled ,
that what is behind the veil

may be seen. It is notso much
a revelation or unveiling of the

FUTURE WORKS IN THE

Person of Christ, though it

ONCOMING SEVEN
CHURCH AGES. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages - Chapter One
- The Revelation Of Jesus
The Christ, Page 13

discloses His High Priestly and
Kingly glory, as it is the
unveiling of those events that
shall precede and accompany
His return to the earth.  This is
seen from the fact that what is
revealed in the Book, was
given unto Jesus Christ, by
God the Father, to show unto
His Servants the "things which
must shortly come to pass.
Page 1

Editor’s Note: Branham begins with using Larkin’s definition

of the Greek word for Revelation and example of unve

iling a

statue. In the underline sentences, he is paraphrasing.

Now all these expressions, | In the Benediction--"Grace be
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'Him Which Is', and 'Him

Which Was', and ‘Is To
Come’, and 'Faithful
Witness', and 'First -born

From Among the Dead', and
'Prince of the Kings of the
Earth', and 'The Alpha and
Omega', and "The Almighty',
are titles and descriptions of
the ONE AND THE SAME
PERSON, Who is the Lord
Jesus Christ, Who washed us
from our sins in His own
blood. The Spirit of God in
John expresses thusly in
order to set forth the
Supreme Deity of Jesus
Christ and to reveal the
Godhead as ONE God. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages - Chapter One -
The Revelation Of Jesus The
Christ, Page 17

unto you, and peace, from Him
which is, and which was, and
which is to come; and from
the Seven Spirits which are

before His Throne; and from
Jesus Christ, who is the
Faithful Witness, etc.," we
behold the Trinity. Here Jesus
is distinguished from--"HIM
(the Father) which Is, and
which Was, and which Is To
Come," but in verse 8, He

claims the same Title , which
only proves that Jesus was
God manifest in the flesh, and
that He and the Father are
one. Page 6

Editor’s Note: Branham is su btly copying Larkin by using the
same outline of information. But, instead of using Larkin’s
reasoning that Jesus is God manifested in the flesh and one
with the Father from the Trinitarian’s perspective: Branham

says the same thing using the Oneness

Pentecostal’s view of

the Godhead. Notice how Branham is following Larkin’s

outline in the following quotes.

The word "washed" is
actually "loosed"—"Loosed
us from our sins in His own

blood." _An Exposition Of
The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter One -  The
Revelation Of Jesus The

Christ, Page 34

Don't listen to man, listen
to the Word. You are loosed

by the blood. Now don't get
tied down again by
traditions and creeds and
organizations. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages- Chapter One -
The Revelation Of Jesus The
Christ, Page 35

John also emphasizes the fact
that Jesus LOVED us before
He WASHED (Loosed) us
from our sins in His own
blood, and that He has made us
"Kings" and "Priests” unto
God, and that we need no
human Priest to stand
between us and God. Page 6

Editor’s Note: Like Larkin,

Branham identified the word

washed as loosed. He uses Larkin’s approach that we do not
need human interventions due to the blood of Jesus.

is going to pour out His
Spirit upon the house of
Israel. It is the same Spirit
that was poured upon the
Gentiles in their day. "And
they shall look upon Me
Whom they have pierced,
and they shall mourn for
Him, as one mourneth for his
only son, and they shall be

in bitterness for Him, as one
that is in bitterness for his
first-born. In that day shall
there be a great mourning
in Jerusalem, as the

mourning of Hadad-rimmon
in the valley of Megiddon.
And the land shall mourn,

every family apart; the
family of the house of David
apart, and the ir wives apart;
the family of the house of
Nathan apart, and their wives
apart..." and each one of the

houses apart when He comes
in clouds of glory at His

Second  Coming. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages — Chapter One
- The Revelation Of Jesus

The Christ, Page 37

The Prophet Zechariah
(Zech. 12:9-14) describes it as
a time of great
"BITTERNESS" and a day of
great mourning in Jerusalem,
when families will separate
themselves from their
neighbors and mourn every
family apart. And not only
shall the Jews mourn because
they rejected Him when He
came the first time, but the
nations of the earth will WAIL
when they realize that He has
come back, not asa Saviour,
but a Judge to punish them for
their iniquities. Page 6

Editor’s Note: Like Larkin, Branham guotes Zechariah 12:9-14.

The visions that John
received covered a period of
two years, A.D. 95-96. They
are the most remarkable of
all visions in the Word. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages — Chapter Two
- The Patmos Vision, P. 43

When John wrote the Book of
Revelation in A. D. 95 -96 the
Christians were undergoing a
persecution under the Roman
Emperor Domitian. Page 8

Now, he didn't speak of the

Great Tribulation. That was
not the Great Tribulation,
and does not come to the

The Apostle John addresses the
Churches as their brother and
companion in TRIBULATION.
This does not mean "'The

Church. The Great

Great Tribulation," for that

Tribulation comes to the

is not for the Church but for

Jew, not to the Church. So it
wasn't the Tribulation, the
Great Tribulation. _The
Patmos Vision 12-04-60

Israel, and is still future. Page
8

Editor’s Note:
paraphrasing Larkin.

In the underlined sentences,

Branham is

This is the revelation story
of  Zechariah 12:9-14.
Zechariah prophesied this
about 2500 years ago. It is
just about to take place.
Listen. _An Exposition Of
The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter One -  The
Revelation Of Jesus The
Christ, Page 36

At that time it says that God

It is difficult to imagine the
grief and remorse that will fill
the hearts of those Jews who
shall witness the return of the
Lord to the Mount of Olives,
when they shall see in His
hands and feet the "PRINT OF
THE NAILS," and He shall be
revealed as the One they
crucified. Like Thomas they
will cry, "MY LORD AND
MY GOD." John 20:24 -29.

Oh, my, here is a verse that

really causes some
dissension. Not that it needs
to, or ought to, but some just
don't see what the Word
really says. First of all we
find some fine folks that call
the Lord's Day, the
Sabbath Day, which to
them is Saturday. Then there
are the others who call the
Lord's Day, Sunday, the

He tells us that he was "in the
Spirit on the LORD'S DAY."
There has been  much
confusion as to what is meant
here by the "Lord's Day."
Some hold that the *'First Day
of the Week"" or the Christian
Sabbath is meant, others that
John meant the "Day of the
Lord." Page 8

It is hardly likely that John
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first day of the week. But
how could it be either of
these days, or even the two
put together, for John was in
the Spirit receiving those
visions for a period of two
years. Actually what had
happened was that John was
caught up in the Spirit and
transported into the Lord's
Day, which is yet to come.
The Bible speaks of the Day
of the Lord which is to be
in the future, and John is
now seeing the things of that
future day.. _An Exposition
Of The Seven Church Ages
— Chapter Two - The Patmos
Vision, Page 45

could have been caught up as

Paul was into the Third Heaven
and seen and heard all that he
describes in the Book of
Revelation on one Sabbath
Day, and as the Book from

chapter 5 is a description of the
things that are to come to pass

in the "DAY OF THE
LORD," what better
understanding of the "LORD'S
DAY" can we have than that
John was projected by the

Holy Spirit _across _the
centuries into the "DAY OF
THE LORD"™ and had

visualized to him the things

that shall come to pass in that
day. This is the rational
solution of the question. P. 9

Editor’s Note: Branham’s used Larkin’s view of the Lord’s day
and paraphrased him in the underlined sentences.

When John turned he saw

John had his back turned to the

seven golden candlesticks.
Actually they were

speaker, and when he turned
around he saw one like unto

lampstands. And according
to verse 20, they are the

seven churches: "the seven
candlesticks that thou sawest
are the seve n churches." To
represent the churches they
could hardly be candles. A
candle burns but awhile
and then is burned out. It
dies. There would be no
more to it. But lampstands
possess a lasting quality not
found in candles. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages — Chapter Two
- The Patmos Vision, P. 50

the SON OF MAN standing in
the  midst of " Seven
Candlesticks."
"LAMPSTANDS" is a better
translation and is so given in
the margin of our Bibles. A
candlestick requires a light
such as a candle, which is self -
consuming, while a
"Lampstand" is for the
support of a lamp whose
wick instead of burning away
is fed from the oil within.
Page 9

Editor’s Note: In the underlined, Branham is paraphrasing and
explaining Larkin’s use of the word “lampstand.”

There He stands, One like
unto the Son of Man. As the
jewel is beautified by the
mounting of the ring, so He
is glorified in the midst of
the churches. It is the Lord's
Day; for John sees Him
standing, not as a priest, but
as the coming Judge. The
golden girdle is no longer
girt around the waist where
the priest must wear it as he
ministers to God in the
Holiest Place, but it is now
around His shoulders, for
He is not now the priest but
the JUDGE. _An Exposition
Of The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Two - The Patmos
Vision, Page 53

When Jesus was on the earth
He was, as the "'Son of Man,""
a PROPHET, now as the "Son
of Man" in Glory He is a
Priest, and when He comes
again it will be as the "Son of
Man" to reign as KING. While
Jesus is now a High Priest in
heaven, John did not see Him
engaged in any High Priestly
work. While He was clothed in
a High Priestly robe, there was
no mitre upon His head, nor
Kingly Crown. The description
of Him is more that of a
JUDGE. This is confirmatory
evidence that John was
transported into the "Day of the
Lord," and that his vision of
Christ is as Christ shall appear
after His High Priestly work is

finished and before He

assumes His Kingly Office.
This is seen in that He was
girded about the breasts, and
not around the waist The
High Priest was girded
around the waist, signifying
service, but a girdle or sash

over the shoulder and around
the breasts is an insignia of the
Magisterial Office. PP. 9 &11

Editor’s Note: Branham used
portrayed as a judge and not a

Larkin’s reasoning why Jesus is
high priest. Also, Branham often

said Jesus’ title as the “Son of Man” meant “a  prophet.” As
shown, he may have gotten this concept from Larkin’s book.

The Sevenfold Glory Of
His Person An Exposition
Of The Seven Church Ages
— Chapter Two - The Patmos
Vision, Page 53

SEVENFOLD GLORY OF
HIS PERSON page 11

Editor’s Note: Branham used t

he same title in Larkin’s book.

John first notices and
mentions the whiteness of
His hair . It was white, and

as bright as snow. This was
not because of His age . Oh,
no. The brilliantly white hair
does not signify age but
experience, maturity, and
wisdom. The Eternal One
does not age . What is time

to God? Time means little to
God, but wisdom means

much. It is as when Solomon
called to God for wisdom to

judge the people of Israel.
Now He is coming, the

Judge of all the earth. He
will  be crowned with
wisdom. That is what the

white and glistening hair
signifies. See thisin Daniel
7:9-14. _ An Exposition Of
The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Two - The Patmos
Vision, Page 53

There it is. Daniel saw Him
with that white hair. He was
the Judge opening the books
and judging out of them.
Daniel saw Him coming in
clouds. That is exactly what
John saw. They both saw
Him exactly the same. They
saw the Judge with His
judgment girdle over His
shoulders, standing pure and
holy, full of wisdom, fully
qualified to judge the world
in righteousness. Hallelujah.
Even the world understands
this symbology, for in
ancient times the judge

1. HIS "HEAD AND HIS
HAIR." The Book of
Revelation: 1. The Things

Which Thou Hast Seen: The
Vision His "Head" and " Hair""

were “"WHITE LIKE
WOOL," as "WHITE AS
SNOW." Here there is a

correspondence to the "'Snow
White Wig"* worn by English
judges. This description of
Christ reminds us of Daniel's
vision of the "ANCIENT OF
DAYS," "whose garment was
white as snow, and the hair of

his head like the PURE
WOOL." Dan. 7:9. Daniel
refers three times to the

"Ancient Of Days." Page 11

And as the title "Ancient of
Days" is applied to the "Son of
Man" (Christ) at the time He
assumes the Judgeship (Dan.
7:9-10), which is not until after
the Rapture of the Church, we
have here additional
corroborative proof that John's
Vision belongs to the "Day of
the Lord." The "White Hair" of
the Son of Man refers to His
ANTIQUITY, to His
patriarchal dignity, not that
His hai r was made white by
age, for the Eternal never
grows old, but it bespeaks
wisdom _and experience, and
the venerableness of His
character. Page 11
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would appear and convene
court, dressed in a white
wig and a long robe that

signified  his  complete
authority (head to foot robe)
to mete out justice. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages — Chapter Two
- The Patmos Vision, P. 53

Editor’s Note: Branham not

only used Larkin’s explanations

why Jesus’ hair is white, but paraphrases him in the underlined.

2. His Eyes as Fire. Think of
it. Those eyes that were
once dimmed with tears of

2. HIS EYES. "His Eyes were
a FLAME OF FIRE." Those
eyes that had often been

sorrow and pity. Those

dimmed with human tears,

eyes that wept with

and that wept at the grave of

compassion at the grave of

Lazarus, are here pictured as

Lazarus. _An Exposition Of
The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Two - The Patmos
Vision, Page 54

Yet behind that weeping and
that sorrow there was still
God. Those same eyes saw
visions. They looked deep
within the hearts of men and
read their very thoughts
and knew all their various
ways. Blazing out of mortal
eyes was God, Who cried to
those who knew Him not for
what He was. An Exposition
Of The Seven Church Ages
— Chapter Two - The Patmos
Vision, Page 54

There is nothing hidden that
shall not be revealed, for all
things are naked before
Him with Whom we have to
do. Think of it, He knows
even now what you are
thinking. _An Exposition Of
The Seven Church Ages —
Chapter Two - The Patmos
Vision, Page 55

burning with an

"OMNISCIENT FLAME."
How often when on the earth
those eyes read the inner
most thoughts of men , and
even soldiers quailed before
His soul penetrating gaze, so
when He sits as the Judge of
men all _things will be

NAKED and OPEN before

Him. Page 11

Editor’s Note: Branham continued to use Larkin’s description

of Christ, while nearly quoting

him verbatim in the underlined.

Those feet of brass will
crush the enemy. They will
destroy the antichrist, the
beast and the image and all
that is vile in His sight. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages — Chapter Two
- The Patmos Vision, p. 56

... the winepress of the...
wrath... of the fierceness...

3. HIS FEET. "His Feet like
unto fine BRASS, as if they
BURNED IN A FURNACE."
In that day those feet that trod
the Via Dolorosa of suffering
will be like unto
INCANDESCENT BRASS,
that shall tread and crush
Antichrist _and Satan when

of Almighty God.
Someday those brass feet of

justice (Glory!), when He
comes as judge, He'll tread

He comes to 'Tread the
WINE-PRESS of the
198 | fierceness and wrath of

Almighty God." Rev. 19:15.
Page 11

the antichrist, and all of His
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enemies. The Patmos Vision
12-04-60

Editor’s Note: Branham conti

nued to use Larkin’s description

of Christ, while paraphrasing him in the underlined words.

Now, you drifting soul, you
poor drifter that's drifting
over that great cataract
yonder, be careful. It'll be a
horrible thing when you
know that there's no saving
for you then. You can't get
saved then, you know your
doom lays right before you.
When you know within a
few minutes you'll hear that
Voice speak out, "Depart
from Me, you workers of
iniquity, into everlasting
fire which is prepared for

4. HIS VOICE. "His Voice as
the SOUND OF MANY
WATERS." There is nothing
more melodious or musical
than the babbling brook, or
more thunderous than the rush
of the cataract over the falls,
and there is nothing more
fearful to the criminal than the
words of the Judge as he passes
sentence; but how terrifying
will be the sentence when with
a strong voice the Son of Man
shall say in the J udgment Day,
""Depart from me, ye cursed,

the devil and his angels.” | into everlasting fire,

_The Patmos Vision 12-04- | prepared for the Devil and

60 his angels." Matt. 25:41.
Pages 11-12

Editor’s Note: Branham follows the same thought patt ern of
Larkin; along with quoting the same scripture and using a very
unusual word “cataract,” instead of “waterfall.”

5. In His Right Hand Were
Seven Stars. "And He had in
His right hand seven stars."
Now of course we already
know from verse twenty
what the seven stars actually
are. "And the mystery of the
seven stars are the angels

5. HISHAND. " In His Right
Hand SEVEN STARS." We
are told in verse 20, that the
"Seven Stars" stand for the

"ANGELS" of the "Seven
Churches." These 'Angels"

are not angelic beings but the
Messengers or Ministers of

(messengers) of the seven

the churches. What a beautiful

churches.” Now we couldn't
make a mistake here on any
account, as He interprets it
for us. These seven stars are
the messengers to the seven
successive church ages. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages — Chapter Two
- The Patmos Vision, P. 58

And, remember, the seven
stars was in His right hand.

Just think, they were
drawing their _ current,

their Light from Him. They
were completely under His
control, in His right hand.
Oh! Every true servant of
God is the same way. Held
in... Who can harm them?
Who can harm them? _ 60-
1204E - The Patmos Vision

and solemn lesson is taught
here. It is that the ministers of
Christ _derive their power
and office _from Him, and
that He holds them in His
hand. If they are false to Him,
no one can deliver them from
His power, and if they are true
and loyal, no one can touch or
molest, or do them harm.
Page 12

Editor’s Note: As shown, Branham was not the first to identify

the seven stars and seven ang

els as mess engers to the church

ages. In the underlined sentences, he is paraphrasing.

6. The Two-edged Sword.
"And out of His mouth
went a sharp two-edged

sword." In Hebrews 4:12,

Out of His Mouth went a
SHARP TWO-EDGED
SWORD." While the "Sword
of the Spirit" is the "Word of




Investigating William Branham: The Unfolding Story of Plagiarism and Errors

"For _the Word of God is
quick, and powerful and

God" (Eph. 6:17), and the
"Word of God" is quick, and

sharper than any two-

powerful, and sharper than

edged sword, piercing even

any TWOEDGED SWORD,

to the dividing asunder of

piercing even to the dividing

soul and spirit, and of the

asunder _of soul and spirit,

joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart." Out of
His mouth went the sharp
two-edged sword which is
the WORD OF GOD.
Revelation 19:11-16. _ An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages — Chapter Two
- The Patmos Vision, Pages
59-60

and of the joints and marrow
(the body), (Heb. 4:12), that is
not the sword meant here. The
"Sword of the Spirit" is the
Holy Spirit's SWORD, and He
alone wields it. The sword
meant here is the Sword of the
Son of Man (Christ), and it is
the "SWORD OF JUSTICE"
for the Son of Man, out of
whose mouth this sword

comes, is the "White Horse

Rider" of Rev. 19:11-15, "'out
of whose mouth goeth a

SHARP SWORD, that with it
He should smite the nations."
Page 12

Editor’s Note: Branham is not only using the same thought
pattern of Larkin, he quotes the very same scripturs in the
underlined sentences.

7. His Face Like The Sun. 7. HIS COUNTENANCE.
"And His countenance was | "His Countenance was as the
as the sun shineth in its | SUN SHINETH IN HIS
strength.” Matthew 17:1-13. | STRENGTH." This recalls to
_An Exposition Of The | our memory His appearance on
Seven Church Ages - | the Mount of Transfiguration
Chapter Two - The Patmos | when "His Face did shine AS
Vision, Page 61 THE SUN," Matt. 17:2. And
we read of the New Jerusalem
that the inhabitants thereof
have no need of the SUN, for
the LAMB is the Light
thereof. Rev. 21:23. And when
we recall that the Prophet
Malachi tells us that when
Jesus comes back He will be
the SUN OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS (Malachi
4:2), we see that John's vision
of the Son of Man was as He
shall appear at the Second
Stage of His Return, the
"Revelation." Page 13

In Revelation 21:23, "And
the city had no need of the
sun, neither of the moon, to
shine in it: for the glory of
God did lighten it, and the
Lamb is the light thereof."
This is the New Jerusalem.
The Lamb will be in that
city, and because of His
presence, there will be no
light needed. The sun won't
rise and shine there, for He
is the Sun and Light thereof,
Himself. The nations that
come into it will walk in His
light. Aren't you happy that
day is upon us? John saw
that day coming. Even so,
Lord Jesus, come quickly!
Malachi 4:1-3. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages — Chapter Two
- The Patmos Vision, P. 62

Editor’s Note: Branham continued to follow Larkin’s thought
pattern and used the same scriptures provided in his book.

Comment: Need | say anymore? It is time for William Branham’s
followers to stop being mislead that past biblical teachers were
probing. The facts are very clear that he used Clarence Larkin’s
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book. How could anyone continue to believe he came to reveal
hidden mysteries as the alleged seventh angel of Revelation 10:7
and to resto re the word of God as Elijah the proph et of Malachi
4:5? This is a great deception. Thus, knowingly or unkn owingly,
Branham was a plagiarist. The above information is only the tip of
the iceberg. The next section on the seven church ages should
erase all doubts that Branham’s claims are absolutely untrue.

Seven Churches Ages

Revelation 1:10-12. | was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and
heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, saying, | am
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, W  hat thou seest,
write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in
Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto
Laodicea.

William Branham vs. Clarence Larkin

What William Branham Said:

What Clarence Larkin Said:

And now as we study this;
you're comparing it now...
The first three books of the
Bible of Revelations (which
we have pretty thoroughly
combed that) is the church
ages, the—the Seven
Church Ages. Now, there's
seven church ages, seven
seals, seven trumpets, and
vials, and—and unclean
spirits like frogs, and all this
goes together. My, how I'd
like to have a—a great big
map and draw it all across the
way | see it, you know; just
how that each one takes its
place. | drawed it out on a
little sheet of paper, but |
you know... And everything
so far hit just exactly right.
And with the time and the
ages as they have come and
gone and everything has
blended in just perfectly
rightt So it may not
altogether be rig ht, but it's
the best that | know about it
anyhow. _The First Seal

And now, tonight, we are

approaching Seven Church
Ages which were seven
churches that was in Asia
Minor at the time of the

writing of the Book. These
churches at that time must
have had the characteristics
of the church ages that was
to come, because that...
There were more churches
than that, the Colossian
church and many others at
that time, but God picked

As chapter four is a vision of

the "Glorified Church" with

the Lord, after it has been

caught out (1 Thess. 4:13 -17),
then the Second Division of
the Book-- "The Things
Which Are,” and which
includes chapters two and

three, must be a description or
prophetic outline of the
"Spiritual History" of the
Church from the time when
John wrote the Book in A. D.

96, down to the taking out of

the Church, or else we have no
"prophetic  view" of the
Church during that period, for
she disappears from the earth

at the close of chapter three,
and is not seen again until she

reappears with her Lord in
chapter nineteen. This we shall
find to be the case. See Chart

of the Book of Revelation.
This interpretation of the
"Messages to the Seven
Churches' was hidden to the
early Church, because time
was required for Church
History to develop and be

written, so a comparison

could be made to reveal the

correspondence. If it had

been clearly revealed that the
Seven Churches stood for
"'Seven Church Periods' that
would have to elapse before
Christ could come back, the
incentive to watch would have
been absent. While the
character of these Seven
Churches is descriptive of
the Church during seven
periods of her history , we
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these churches because of
their characteristics. _The
Ephesian Church Age 12 -05-
60

must not forget that the
condition of those churches, as
described, were their exact
condition in John's day. So we
see that at the close of the First
Century the leaven of "False
Doctrine" was at work in the

Churches. The churches are

given in the order named,
because the peculiar
characteristic of that applied
to the period of Church
History to which it is

assigned. It also must not be
forgotten, that, that which is a

distinctive characteristic of
each Church Period, does not

disappear with that Period, but
continues on down through the
next Period, and so on until
the end, thus increasing the

imperfections of the visible
Church, until it ends in an

open Apostasy, as shown on
the chart--"The Messages to
the Seven Churches Compared
with Church History." Page 18

Editor’s Note: As shown, Branham borrowed Larkin’s conc ept
of comparing the “characteristics” of the seven churches in
Asia with seven distinct periods in church history.

Ephesus Church Age

The Ephesian Church Age,
from A.D. 53 until A.D. 170.
_The Ephesian Church Age
12-05-60

The character of the Church at
Ephesus is a fair outline of the
Church Period from A.D. 70
to A. D. 170. Page 20

The very name Ephesus
means _ "let go, relax,
backslidden." Called by God,
"The backslidden church."
_The Ephesian Church Age
12-05-60

The complaint that Christ
makes against this Church is
that it "had left its First Love."
Its character is seen in its very
name, for Ephesus means to
"let go,"" "to relax." It had
become a Backslidden
Church. Page 20

Editor’s Note: As shown in the

underlined sentences, Branham

nearly quotes Larkin verbatim when using the same definitions

for Ephesus. Now we kno w where he got his inspiration.

As

further proof of Bra nham’s plagiarism, please notice the
similarities or closeness of time periods assigned to each age.

Now what... Let's break that
word down and find out what
we got before we go any

farther. The word
Nicolaitane is kind of a
foreign thing to me. | got

every Greek lexicon that | —I
could find. Nicolaitane come
from the word of Nicko, N -i-
c-k-0. Wait, | believe | wrote
it down here. N-i-c-k-0,
Nicko, which _means ''to
conquer or to overthrow."
Nico-laitanes, "overthrow

The significance of this
warning is seen in the
commendation of the

Message, vs. 6 --"But this thou
hast, that thou ‘hatest' the
deeds of the Nicolaitanes
which | also hate." Here Paul's
"wolves" are called
Nicolaitanes. They were not a
sect, but a party in the Church

who were trying to establish a
"Priestly Order." Probably
trying to model the Church

after the Old Testament order
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or conquer the laity." What
they were trying to do here
was trying to take the church

where God had pastors, and
the Spirit of God moving by

gifts in the Church of the

living God, and, they were
having a doctrine start that
they were going to have

some priests, and bishops,
and popes, and so forth.
That, God said, He hated! He
hates it yet today. Nico -
laitanes, (Nicko, "overcome")
or, "overthrow the laity." The
laity is "the church." How

many knows that laity is the

church? _The  Ephesian
Church Age 12-05-60

of Priests, Levites, and
common people. This is seen
in the meaning of the word,
which is from " Niko" to
conquer, to overthrow, and
"Laos" the people or laity.
The object was to establish a
"Holy Order of Men," and
place them over the Ilaity,
which was foreign to the New
Testament plan, and call them
not pastors, but--Clergy,
Bishops, Archbishops,
Cardinals, Popes. Here we
have the origin of the dogma
of "Apostolic Succession," and
the separation of the Clergy
from the Laity, a thing that
God "hates." The Church at
Ephesus was not deceived, but
recognized them as. false
apostles and liars. Page 20

Editor’s Note: Branham uses Larkin’s meaning for Nicolaitane.

Smyrna Church Age

The Smyrna Age come in at]
170 and goes to 312. _The
Smyrnaean Church Age 12 -
06-60

This Period extended from A.
D. 170 to Constantine A. D.
312. Page 21

Editor’s Note: Branham uses the same date assigned by Larkin.

A persecuted church, God
called them "persecuted." God
looked upon their
persecutions, and gave grace
to bear it. _The Smyrnaean
Church Age 12-06-60

A persecuted church. Page 21

Editor’s Note: Branham appears to have gotten the meaning of
Smyrna from Larkin, the source of his information.

The church age of Smyrna,
the name of the church was

Smyrna. Smyrna, rather, that
means "'bitterness," myrrh.

Smyrna has for its root
meaning _"'bitterness,"" and

means "Myrrh," an ointment
associated with death, and

It's associated with dead,
‘cause they were dying. A

persecuted  church, God
called them "persecuted."
God looked upon their

persecutions, and gave grace
to bear it. . He looked upon
his tribulations, and gave
them victory over death.
_The Smyrnaean Church Age
12-06-60

we see in the meaning of the
word a prophecy of the
persecution and death which
was to befall the members of
the Smyrna Church. Page 21

Editor’s Note: Branham nearly quotes Larkin verbatim in the

underlined words.

God looked upon their
persecutions, and gave grace

to bear it. He looked upon his
tribulations, and gave them
victory over death. Looked
upon their poverty, and give

them riches in Him. The

Church of Smyrna passed

They were told not to "fear"
the things that they shou Id be
called on to suffer, but to be
faithful "unto" death, not
"until" death. That is, not until
the end of their "natural” life.
They were not to "recant”
when called upon to face a
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through the fiery furnace of
tribulations, but, was a sweet-
smelling savour unto Him.
That's that Remnant now, not
the old Smyrnaean church;
just the Remnant I'm
speaking of. _The Smyrnaean
Church Age 12-06-60

Martyr's death, but remain
faithful until death relieved
them of their s uffering. The
reward would be a "Crown of
Life." This is the Martyr's
crown. Page 21

Editor’s Note: Branham is following Larkin’s thought pattern
of Christ’s exhortation to the church.

The great ten days of
tribulation means *'ten years
of the bloodiest
persecution.” | don't know
whether | can spell this name,
or pronounce it, or not. This
was the emperor at that time, |
believe was the bloodiest one
of all of them since Nero in
67, D-i-o-c-l-e-t-i-a-n. During
the year of 303 to 312 A.D.
_The Smyrnaean Chu rch Age
12-06-60

They were told that the
"author" of their suffering
would be the Devil, and its
duration would be ten
days," which was doubtless a
prophetic reference to the
"Ten Great Persecutions"
under the Roman Emperors,
beginning with Nero, A. D.
64, and ending with
Diocletian in A. D. 310 .
Seven of these "Great
Persecutions™ occurred during
this  "Smyrna Period" of
Church History. Or it may
refer to the 10 years of the last
and fiercest persecution
under Diocletian. Page 21

Pergamos

Church Age

It's the third church age,
called Pergamos. And the —
the date that this church
existed was from 312, A.D.
312 to 606. _The Pergamean
Church Age 12-07-60

This "Period" extends from the
accession of Constantine A. D.
312 to A. D. 606, when
Boniface Il was crowned

"Universal Bishop." Page 23

Editor’s Note: Branham uses the same date assigned by Larkin.

Now, means wedded,
Pergamos means "‘wedded.""
Now let's take... He said,
"Thou has them among you
that has the doctrine of
Balaam." Let's just take that.

_The Pergamean Church Age

12-07-60

Now the word " Pergamos"
means **Marriage," and when
the Church entered into a
union with the State it was
guilty of ""Spiritual
Fornication" or
""Balaamism." Page 22

Editor’s Note: Branham gathers the meaning of Pergamos from
Larkin, the source of his inspiration.

Satan's seat built the great...
I guess you would call him a
prie-... king-priest of the
Chaldeans. The hierarchy of
Babylon changed his seat
when the Persians was
pursuing him, and he left
Babylon. His name was A -t-
t-a-1-u-s, Attalus, the great
king-priest of Babylon.
When the Persians came in
and taking over Babylon,
running out the Chaldeans;
Attalus, their king-priest, fled
and took his seat at
Pergamos. "The Satan's seat

In this Message Pergamos is
spoken of as '"Satan's Seat."
When Attalus 111, the Priest -

King of the Chaldean
Hierarchy, fled before the
conquering  Persians  to

Pergamos, and settled there,
Satan shifted his capital from
Babylon to Pergamos. Page 22
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is where you are dwelling.”
Get it?_ Pergamean Church

Age 12-07-60

Then changing his | At first he persecuted the
technique. First he was a | followers of Christ, and
persecutor of the | Antipas was one of the
Christians. Oh, how he | martyrs. But soon he changed

hated Christianity! And he
was a priest-king himself,
heathen by nature and course.
Then he changed his attitude
and  consolidated  with
Constantine. _The
Pergamean Church Age 12-
07-60

Now, so Constantine, with
this in his mind to strengthen
his empire (as Rome always
did, to hold the keys to the
world), he had to bring his
pagan ideas and take the
Christian ideas, and some
way  consolidate  them
together, to  weld this
together and make hisself an
empire that would be second
to none. _The Pergamean
Church Age 12-07-60

his tactics_and began to exalt
the Church, and through
Constantine __united the
Church and State. Page 22

But soon he changed his

tactics and began to exalt the

Church, and through
Constantine united the Church
and State, and offered all kinds
of inducements for worldly
people to come into the
Church. Constantine's motive
was more political than
religious. He. wished to  weld
his Christian and Pagan
subjects into one people , and
so consolidate his Empire.
Page 22

Editor’s Note: As shown, Branham borrowed Larkin’s teaching
that Satan changed his strategy from persec uting the church to
using Constantine to weld Christianity and paganism together,
while consolidating church and state. In the underlined words
and sentences, Branham is nearly quoting Larkin verbatim.

In this Pergamean Age the

Lord denounces two
doctrines which He hates: 1.
The doctrine of Balaam
which brought idolatry and
sinful excesses to Israel at

Baal-Peor, and 2. The
doctrine of the Nicolaitanes,
which had been but deeds _in
the Ephesian Age. Combine
this denouncement with the

fact that He has been
emphasizing Pergamos as the
seat of Satan, and it is very
easy and proper to conclude
that somehow the religion of

Babylon has become
intermingled with
Christianity. Now this is not
merely an assump tion but an
historical fact which we will
prove by going back into
history to about 36 A.D. and

coming up to the Nicene
Council of 325. _An
Exposition Of The Seven

Church Ages — Chapter Five -
The Pergamean Church Age

He. wished to weld his
Christian and Pagan subjects
into one people, and so
consolidate his Empire. The
result of this union was that
two false and pernicious
doctrines crept into the
Church. The first was the
"Doctrine of Balaam,"” and
the second the "Doctrine of
the Nicolaitanes.” The latter
we have already considered
under the Message to the
Church at Ephesus. And the
foothold it had secured in the
Church was seen in the First
Great Council of the Church
held at Nicaea, in A. D. 325.
The Council was composed of
about 1500 delegates, the
laymen out -numbering the
Bishops 5 to 1. It was a stormy
council, full of intrigue and
political methods, and from
the supremacy of the "Clergy"
over the "Laity" it was evident
that the "Doctrine of the
Nicolaitanes" had secured a
strong and permanent
foothold.
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Editor’s Note: Branham’ s concepts regarding the doctrines of
the Nicolaitanes and Balaam, and correlating them with the
Nicene Council of 325 AD are the same as Larkin.

If we are going to understand
what the doctrine of Balaa m
is in the New Testament
church we had better go back
and see what it was in the Old
Testament church and apply it
to that third age and then
bring it up to the present. The
story is found in Numbers
Chapters 22 through 25 .
_An Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages — Chapter Five -
Pergamean Church Age

The "Doctrine of Balaam"™ is
disclosed in the story of
Balaam found in the Book of
Numbers, chapters 22 to 25
inclusive. Page 22

And that is what Constantine
and his successors did at
Nicaea and after Nicaea.
They invited the people of

God to the convention. And
when the church sat down to

eat, and rose up to play
(partaking of church form,
ceremonies, and pagan feasts
named after Christian rites)
she was trapped; she had
committed fornication. And
God walked out. _An
Exposition Of The Seven

Church Ages - Chapter Five -
The Pergamean Church Age

So Balaam got Israel to
commit fornication. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages —Chapter Five -
The Pergamean Church Age

The "Balaam Method" that
Constantine employed was to
give to the Bishops of the

Church a number of imposing

buildings called Basilicas for
conversion into churches, for
whose decoration he was
lavish in the gift of money. He
also supplied superb vestments
for the clergy, and soon the
Bishop found himself clad in
costly vestments, seated on a
lofty throne in the apse of the

Basilica, with a marble altar,
adorned with gold and gems,
on a lower level in front of
him. A sensuous form of

worship was introduced, the

character of the prea ching was

changed, and the great
"Pagan Festivals™  were
adopted, with but little

alteration, to please the Pagan
members of the church, and
attract Pagans to the church.
Page 23

Editor’s Note: Larkin connected the doctrine of Balaam with
emperor Constantine. Branham did the same.

Because the church had gotten
rich; it was rich as it could be.
And it was what? Powerful. It
was over the state; state and
church was together. _The
Pergamean Church Age 12 -
07-60

But soon he changed his
tactics and began to exalt the
Church, and through
Constantine united the
Church and State. Page 22

They controlled the state. And
you know what? The word
went out that "that was the

Millennium,” that all the
promises to them poor Jews,
that, "God had forsaken

them" (which He said He
could never do it), and tried to
bring in the Millennium
before the coming of the Lord
Jesus. When Jesus comes is
when the Millennium sets in.
That's the birthplace of post-

It was at this time that ""Post-
Millennial Views" had their
origin. As the Church had
become rich and powerful, it
was suggested that by the
union of Church and State a
condition of affairs would

develop that would usher in

the Millennium_ without the
return _of Christ, and since
some scriptural support was
needed for such a doctrine, it
was claimed that the Jews had
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millennium. And that's the

reason the Catholic doesn't
teach the coming of Jesus, to
this day. "It's all in the church.
This is the Millennium. The
church owns everything. This

is it." See, post-millennium
(Oh, my!) without the return
of Jesus Christ . _Pergamean
Church Age 12-07-60

been cast off “‘forever," and
that all the prophecies of
Israel's future glory were
intended for the Church. Page
23

Editor’s Note: In the underl ine sentences, Branham is quoting
Larkin nearly verbatim regarding the origin of post -millennial
views of the Roman Catholic Church, along with the belief that
the prophecies pertaining to Israel’s futu re kingdom glory were
given to the church because God had forever cast off the Jews.

Thyatira Church Age

The fourth church age,
Thyatira, great church age
known as the Dark Age. This
church age starts in at 606
and then ended at 1520.
_The Thyatirean Church Age
12-08-60

This Period extended from A.
D. 606 to the Reformation A.
D. 1520. Page 24

Editor’s Note: Branham uses the same dates assigned by Larkin.

But now we're going to take
the 20th verse, listen to this:
Notwithstanding | have a few
things against thee, because
thou sufferest that woman
Jezebel, which calls herself
a prophetess, to teach and...
seduce my servants and
commit fornications, and to
eat things sacrificed unto
idols. Now, "woman." What
did we find out woman
represented last night? The
"church." Now, now we find
out here that they were called
"Nicolaitanes," "doctrine of
Balaam,” and now it's
become to a ""Jezebel." The
Thyatirean Church Age 12-
08-60

But He had a complaint to

make against them that was

terrible in its awfulness. He

charges them not merely with

permitting a bad woman,
Jezebel, who called herself a
"Prophetess,” to remain in

the  Church, but with

permitting her to "teach" her
pernicious doctrines, and to
"seduce" the servants to
"commit fornication," and to
"eat things sacrificed to idols."
Page 24

All right, this  Jezebel. Now
she was a daughter of
Abraham, that's true, a
princess of an idolater. At
that time when the royal
family, her royal family, was
famed by cruel savage
loyalty to Baalim. Her father

Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, was
not by birth a daughter of
Abraham, but a princess of

idolatrous Tyre, at a time, too,

when its royal family was
famed for cruel savagery and
intense devotion to Baal and
Astarte. Her father, Eth -baal,

was a priest of the idol of A-

a_priest o f the latter deity .

s-t-a-r-t-e (I don't know how
you pronounce it, | just
picked it up in the history).
Ahab used his strategy like
Constantine. _Thyatirean
Church Age 12-08-60

Page 24

Editor’s Note: In the above quote, Branham is alluding to his
audience that he learned of Astarte from his study of history.
He refuses to give Larkin any credit as being the source of this
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information. In the above quote he misses Larkin’s thought
regarding Jezebel not being the daughter of Abraham. He
probably meant to say the same thing.

Now, we find out that this
little Jezebel, when she got
over there, she was really

going to cut down all of the

altars of God and put up her
own altars. And she had
Israelites bowing before an
idol. That's exactly what
Constantine did when he

formed the Catholic church.
He brought paganism over

into the—the  Christian
church, and had Christians

bowing to idols. That's
exactly the dark age again;
dark age of lIsrael, dark age
of—of the church; bowing to
idols. And Elijah was the star
in his day. And caused all

Israel to worship Baalim, and
so did the Catholic church
at Thyatira. Now, | want
you to notice another thing
striking here, | was getting
my history here. Jesus said
that she was... called herself

a prophetess. "That woman
Jezebel, who calls herself
(calls herself) a prophetess.”
Now, you see, the Catholic
church don't permit their
people to read the Bible
because they say that the
priest is the only one that
can Divinely divine that
Word. _The Thyatirean
Church Age 12-08-60

There is no question that,
whether Jezebel was a real
person or not, she typified a
""System" and that "System"
was the "Papal Church.”
When the "Papal Church"
introduced images  and
pictures into its churches for
the people to bow down to it
became idolatrous. And when
it set up its claim that the
teaching of the Church is
superior to the Word of God, it
assumed the role of
"Prophetess.” Page 24

Editor’s Note: Like Larkin, Branham identified Jezebel as the
Roman Catholic Church. In the above quote, Branham once
again alludes to his audience that he is getting his information
from a study of history. He refuses to give Larkin any credit as
being the source of this information.

So has the Catholic church
caused all the daughters to
marry into an organization,
and the whole thing's sin, like
Jezebel to her daughter. All
right. And in doing this when
the hierarchy was set up ,
and Pope Boniface—
Boniface 111 taken his sea t,
and they had a —a god on a
throne, they had no more use
for a Holy Ghost baptism in
the church. That's right. They
got their creeds and formals,
and go on. _The Thyatirean
Church Age 12-08-60

This "Period" extends from the
accession of Constantine A. D.
312 to A. D. 606, when
Boniface 11l was crowned
"Universal Bishop." Taken
from Pergamos church age,
Page 23

And when Constantine and
the church married he gave
the church buildings, and set

The "Balaam Method" that
Constantine employed was to
give to the Bishops of the
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up altars and images, and
organized the hierarchy that
had already been shaping up.
_An Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages - Chapter Six -
The Thyatirean Church Age

Church a number of imposing
buildings called Basilicas for
conversion into churches, for
whose decoration he was
lavish in the gift of money. He
also supplied superb vestments
for the clergy, and soon the
Bishop found himself clad in
costly vestments, seated on a
lofty throne in the apse of the
Basilica, with a marble altar,
adorned with gold and gems,
on a lower level in front of
him. Page 24

Editor’s Note: Like Larkin. Branham particularly mentioned a
powerful pope name Boniface Il and wrote about Constantine
providing the church with buildings. These facts shows he is

still copying Larkin’s information without acknowledging him.

Just like Jezebel who Killed
the prophets and priests and
destroyed the people of God
who would not bow down and
worship Baal. And that is
exactly what the Catholic
Church did. They killed
those that would not bow
down to the popish rule.
Those who wanted the Word

of God instead of he words
of men were put to death,
usually by cruel methods.
_An Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages - Chapter Six -
The Thyatirean Church Age

A careful study of the "Papal
System™ from A. D. 606 to
the Reformation A. D. 1520 ,
with its institution of the

"Sacrifice of the Mass" and

other Pagan rites, reveals in it

the sway of ""Jezebelism." It
was also a period of

"'Jezebelistic  Persecution,"
as seen in the wars of the
Crusades, and the rise of the
Inquisition. Page 24

Editor’s Note: In the above quote, Larkin is describing the
persecution of the church by the papal system (popes and the
Roman Catholic Church) during the Thyatira age. By doing so,
he is revealing Branham’s interpretation of the red horse rider

of the second seal and the pale horse rider of t

he fourth seal.

Those two seals dealt with persecutions and murders of true
Christians during that time. Branham incorporated Larkin’s
views into his alleged revelations of the seven seals.

Sardis Church Age

And that church age began in
1520 and ended in 1750. _The
Sardisean Church Age 12 -09-
60

The "Sardis Period" extended
from A. D. 1520 to about A.
D. 1750. Page 25

Editor’s Note: Branham uses the same date assigned by Larkin.

The very word Sardis, the 1st
verse. The word Sardis, in
the English terms, means, if

you want to look it up, means
"the escaped one." The true
Sardis was ''the escaped
one." That's what Sardis

means, all right, "the escaped
one." Now, see, and "the
escaped one." Now we're

going to start on the 1st.
Very... We're going to call it
the age of Reformation and
it's a very fitting thing for

The meaning of the word
“"Sardis" is the "escaping
one," or those who "come
out" and so it is an excellent
type of the Church of the
Reformation Period. By the
Reformation we mean that
period in the history of the
Christian Church when Martin
Luther and a number of ot her
reformers protested against the
false teaching, tyranny and
claims of the Papal Church.
Page 25
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this reformation if we should
call it that, because it's... The
reformation was the "escaped
ones" that come away and

escaped out of it. _Sardisean

Church Age 12-09-60

words “Protestant denomination” instead of “sects.”

Editor’s Note: Branham gathers the meaning of Sardis from

Larkin. In the above quote, Lar

kin identified the Sardis age as

the Reformation period. Now, we know where Branham got his

inspiration.

Now, the church age begin | This Period began about A. D.
about 1520, when the | 1500. The condition of affairs
Roman, universal Catholic | in the realm dominated by the

church had full swing. That
lasted until October the
thirty-first (If you're all
putting it down.) October

Papal Church became
intolerable, and came to a
crisis when Martin_Luther,
on October 31, 1517 A. D.,

the thirty-first, 1570 A.D.,

nailed his 95 Theses on the

when Martin Luther nailed

church door at Wittenberg,

his ninety-fifth thesis on the

Germany. From that date

church door in Wittenberg,

the Reformation set in. Page

Germany, and from that
time the Reformation was
on. _The Sardisean Church
Age 12-09-60

25

The Lutheran revival, the
second thing it done, it
brought the doctrine of
justification to light. _The
Sardisean Church Age 12-09-
60

The Lutherans did that. And
another thing, they got the
doctrine of "justification by
faith." That's what Luther
taught. _The  Sardisean
Church Age 12-09-60

The revival of the Doctrine
of "Justification by Faith,"
and a reversion to more simple
modes of worship.

Editor’s Note: As shown, Branham is still following Larkin’s
thoughts while using the same phrase shown in the underlined.

Philadelph

ia Church Age

Editor’s Note: In the above underlined words, Branham nearly

quotes Larkin verbatim in rega
in launching the Reformation a

rds to Martin Luther’s influence

And tonight we're on the
Philadelphian Church Age;
which is John Wesley, the
messenger of that day. From
1750 to 1906 A.D. _The
Philadelphian Church Age
12-10-60

The  Philadelphia  Period
covers the time between A. D.
1750 and A. D. 1900. Page 27

He protested the Catholic
church, and the... that
began... the little snatch -out
come then. All right, the... it
was on. But it was more of
a—a _fight for political
power than it was for_the
real true Church, for the
Christian_standards. _The
Sardisean Church Age 12-09-
60

ge.
But it was more a struggle for
political _liberty than a

purely Christian or religious
movement. Page 25

Editor’s Note: Branham nearly
Larkin to this age.

uses the same date assigned by

It’s the age of "brotherly
love.” _The Philadelphian
Church Age 12-10-60

There is no question about the
meaning of the word
Philadelphia. It means

"Brotherly Love,"

Editor’s Note: Branham is still

following Larkin.

Editor’s Note: In the above underlined sentences, Branham is

paraphrasing Larkin.

They only fought for a
political right to come out of

the church and make another
church. They never reformed,
coming out of the Catholic
church to bring back the
Holy Ghost and power in the
church, because they denied
It. Huh? It was a political

rally. That's where it would
certainly fit, " Thou has a
name that thou livest, and
are dead." In other words,
he just brought out the
Protestant denomination,
that's all. He brought a
daughter out of a church.
_The Sardisean Church Age
12-09-60

It had the advantage of
encouraging and aiding the
circulation of the Holy
Scriptures, that had hitherto
been a sealed book, the revival
of the Doctrine of
"Justification by Faith," and a
reversion to more simple
modes of worship, but the
multiplication of sects only
led to bitter controversial
contentions, that, while they
threw much light on the Word
of God, interfered greatly with
the spiritual state of the
Church, until it could
truthfully be said, ""'That she
had a name to live and was
dead." Page 25

Now, now watch the—the
time coming now, after the
great missionary move that
swept across the nations, of
brotherly love, to take what
they had. Nothing against it,

of literature and whatever
more, into the different parts,
the world. _The
Philadelphian Church Age
12-10-60

. It means "Brotherly Love,"
and well describes the charity
and brotherly fellowship that
dissipated the bitter personal
animosities that characterized
the theological disputants of
the "Sardis Period," and made
possible the evangelistic and
missionary labors of the past
150 years. Page 26

We must not forget that the
characteristics of all thes e
Periods continue on in the
Church down to the end. This

is true of the Evangelistic and
Missionary movements of the
"Philadelphia Period." Page 27

Editor’s Note: Larkin identifi
period of missionary movem
Now, we know where he got hi

ed the Phi ladelphia age as a
ents. Branham said the sa me.
s inspiration.

Editor’s Note: During this time, Larkin says there was a
multiplication of sects that led to bitter contention, which

caused them to be dead even th

ough they claimed to be alive.

Branham used the same approach, choosing rather to use the

Now the great missionary
age, brotherly love, the age
of missions. Let me just
name to you some of the

great men (and then | just
wrote their names down
here): John Wesley; George
Whitfie-... Whitefield, he
was about 1739; Charles G.
Finney; Dwight Moody;

It had a "little strength." It was
like a person coming back to

life who was still very weak. It
was the "dead" Sardis Church
"revived," and Revivals have
been characteristic of the
Philadelphia Period. These
Revivals began with George
Whitefield in A. D. 1739,
followed by John Wesley,
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William Carey, the great
missionary that went to India
in 1773; David Livingstone,
to South Africa. _The
Philadelphian Church Age
12-10-60

Charles G. Finney and D. L.
Moody. 2. It had set before it
an "open door," that no "man"
could shut. Note that this
promise was made by Him,
who "hath the 'Key of David,'
He that 'openeth’ and no man
shutteth; and 'shutteth’ and no
man openeth." In 1793
William Carey sailed for
India, where he found an
"open door," and since then
the Lord has opened the door
into China, Japan, Korea,
India, Africa and the isles of
the sea, until there is not a
country in the world where the
missionary cannot go. Page 26

Editor’s Note: When speaking of the great evangelical and

missionary movements of the Philadelphia age,

Larkin

mentions some well known ministers . Branham mentions the
same names. His plagiarism in very obvious.

Laodicea Church Age

And at 1906 the Laodicean
Church Age set in, and |

don't know when it'll end, but
I predict it'll be done by
1977. | predict, not the Lord

told me. _The Ephesian
Church Age 12-05-60

So | repeat, | sincerely
believe and maintain as a
private student of the Word,
along with Divine
inspiration that 1977 ought
to terminate the world
systems and usher in the
millennium. _ Exposition Of
The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Nine -  The
Laodicean Church Age

The Philadelphia Period
covers the time between A. D.
1750 and A. D. 1900. Page 27

The character of the Church

today is Laodicean, and as the

Laodicean Period is to
continue until the Church of
the "New-Born" is taken out ,
we cannot hope for any great
change until the Lord comes
back. Page 29

Editor’s Note: Larkin believed the Laodicea age began at 1900
and ends at the rapture of the church. Branham believed nearly

the same. However, under

divine inspiration, he said all this

would take place by 1977. As we well know, Branham’s
prediction under a false inspiration failed (discussed later).

But He didn't commend this
church. He had a complaint
against it, not a commend.
_The Laodicean Church Age
12-11-60E

Christ has no
""commendation” for this
Church, but much to complain
of. Page 27

Laodicean Church Age 12 -
11-60E

Editor’s Note: Branham’s is using Larkin’s example regarding
lukewarm liquid, substituting milk rather than water.

The  chilliness of the

It was the "chilly spiritual

Anglican church in the days

atmosphere" of the Church of

of John Wesley drove him

England that drove John

to have meetings elsewhere,

Wesley to start those outside

because it was cold, chilly.
The  chilliness of the
Methodist church  caused
William Booth to become a

meetings which became so
noted for their ‘"religious
fervor," and it was the same
"chilly atmosphere™ of the

red-hot salvationist. _The
Laodicean Age 12-11-60E

Methodist Church that drove
William Booth in_turn to
become a "Red-hot""
Salvationist. Page 27

Editor’s Note: In the underlined words, Branham nearly quotes
Larkin verbatim about John Wesley and William Booth.

There's not much going on
then, as a—as a red -hot
revival going on in them, but
they had plenty of
mechanical machinery in
this church, you see, 'cause
they was rich and, oh, my,
they was getting together and
making big meetings and
everything. They was having
a good time in this church,
that's all true, but it's all
mechanical machinery. But
there's no warmth of the
Holy Ghost. _The Laodicean
Church Age 12-11-60E

I tell you, she's loaded down,

societies, and clubs, and
beatings, and  whatever
more, but no warmth of the
Holy Spirit. See, you got a
big regime, but you haven't
got nothing there to warm up.
You're warming up to the

world but not to God, that's
the reason you're lukewarm.
_The Laodicean Church Age

12-11-60E

Our churches today are largely
in this "lukewarm" condition.
There is very little of warm -
hearted spirituality. There is
much going on in them, but it

is largely mechanical and of a
social character. Committees
societies, and clubs are
multiplied, but there is an
absence of "spiritual heat."
Revival meetings are held, but
instead of waiting on the Lord

for power, evangelists and

paid singers are hired and soul
winning is made a business.

The cause of this
"lukewarmness" is the same as
that of the Church of

Laodicea--Self-Deception.
Pages 27-28

Editor’s Note: Branham is following Larkin’s thought pattern,
and examples regarding the lukewarmness of the church . In the
above underlined words, he nearly guotes Larkin verbatim.

Paid soloists! Paid
evangelists! Why, it comes

to a place that soul-saving is
a business. Soul-saving's not

Said, "Drink you a glass of

There is  nothing more

warm_milk." Oh, brother!

disgusting or nauseating than

Lukewarm milk, it made me

"tepid" water. So there is

sick, so I just cleaned it all
out what was on the inside.
Now, God said, "I'd rather

you'd be hot, real red hot, or
freezing, be one or the other.
Don't get lukewarm, ‘cause
you make Me sick." _The

nothing more repugnant to
Christ than a "tepid" church.
He would rather have a
church "frozen™ or
"boiling." Page 27
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a business of the church, it's
the power of the Holy Ghost
in the church. Soul -saving is
not a... you do n't buy it with
money. _The Laodicean
Church Age 12-11-60E

Revival meetings are held, but
instead of waiting on the Lord
for power, evangelists and
paid singers_are hired and
soul _winning is _made a
business. The cause of this
"lukewarmness" is the same as
that of the Church of
Laodicea--Self-Deception.
Page 28

Editor’s Note: Branham continues to follow Larkin’s thought

pattern, and examples.
nearly quotes Larkin verbatim.

In the above underlined words, he

They thought they were |Thev thought they were rich,
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"rich," this Pentecostal in
this last-age churches. They
thought... And outwardly
they were. Yes, sir. They are
rich. Just think of the church,
used to be a few years ago,
stood out on the corner, cast
about from place to place,
had a hard time. But now
they got some of the biggest
buildings there is. Par. 146

They have large buildings,
stained glass _ windows,
eloguent preachers, paid
singers. Par 158

See, "Rich, have need of
nothing." Paid to do the
things that they're doing,
card-playing. "Oh," you say,
"we got big congregations.”
M Par. 161

That's what He said, "You
think that, but don't know

that you're poor, wretched

miserable, blind, naked.
And don't know it!" See?
That's it. Par. 181 The

Laodicean Church Age 12 -
11-60E,

and outwardly they were, but
Christ saw the poverty of their
heart. There are many such
churches in the world today.
More so than in any other
period in the history of the
church. Many of these
churches have Cathedral-like
buildings, _ stained __glass
windows, eloguent
preachers, paid singers,
large congregations. Some of
them have large landed
interests and are  well
endowed, and yet they are
poor. Many of the members, if
not the majority, are worldly,
card playing, dancing, and
theatre going Christians. The
poor and the saintly are n ot
wanted in such churches
because their presence is a
rebuke. These churches do not
see that they are wretched
miserable, poor, blind, and
naked. Page 28

Editor’s Note: In the underlined sentences, Branham quotes
Larkin nearly verbatim. In Paragraphs 147-183 he appears to be

reading the exact wording of Larkin in h

is notes, along with

repetitive comments and fill-in stories between the statements.

Oh, sure, they say, "You
know what? We used to be...
The little church we used to
use is in the back part, this is
the big one now !I" And | tell
you, no burden for souls, but
they've got to see that all

these things are taken care of.
The ladies aid, and all these

other things, all has to be

taken care of, but no burden
for lost souls. Oh, man,
what—what this church has
got into! They were not

burdened for souls, but they

were burdened with wealth.
That's right. They had the

wrong burden. They had a
burden for their wealth but
not a burden for lost souls.
The Scripture said, "They
didn't know that they were
wretched," (Oh!) "miserable,
blind." They think that they
could take money and
convert the world. "Oh, if
we could just get a program

on, that we could get a lot of

If we were to visit such
churches they would take
pride in showing us the
building, they would praise
the preaching and singing,

they would boast of the
character of their
congregations, the
exclusiveness of their
membership, and the
attractiveness of all their

services, but if we suggested a
series of meetings for the

"deepening of the Spiritual
Life," or the "conversion of
the unsaved,” they would
say--"Oh, no, we do not want
such meetings, we have need

of nothing." The Church at

Laodicea was not burdened
with debt, but it was
burdened with WEALTH.
The trouble with the church

today is that it thinks that
nothing can be done without
money, and that if we only

had the money the world
would be converted in this
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money here, | believe we
could convert the world. If
some of the rich people in
our church, Brother
Branham, if we could just get
them to dig out, and | believe
that we could start a society
that would —that would go
around and—and convert the
world. We could take
airplanes and drop literature
all over Africa, and things
like that. If we just had some
money!" Brother, the world
won't be converted by
money. The world will be
converted by the Holy
Ghost. _The Laodicean
Church Age 12-11-60E

generation. The world is not
to be converted by money,
but by the Spirit of God.

Page 28

Editor’s Note: In the above quotes,

Branham is following

Larkin’s line of thoughts. In the underlined sentences, he nearly

quotes Larkin verbatim.

| counsel thee to come buy of
me gold tried in the fire ...
A different kind of gold,
yeah, a gold that's tried in the
fiery furnace, that went
through the fire of death, that
went through Calvary, come
out. Lot of this gold you got
now is tarnishie, it'll canker,

The trouble with the Church of
Laodicea was that its ""Gold"
was not of the right kind, and
so it was counseled to buy of
the Lord "gold tried in the
fire." What kind of gold is
that? It is gold that has no
taint upon it. Gold that is not
cankered, or secured by fraud,

it'll rust. If you can mark
down this, James... Saint
James 5:1to 4 . _ Laodice an
Church Age 12-11-60E

or the withholding of a just
wage. What a description we
have of these Laodicean days
in James 5:1-4. Page 28

Editor’s Note: Branham continues to follow  Larkin’s outline,
using the same illustrations and scripture

Also, they were "blind."
Now, that's a bad way to be. |
don't think these Christians
was so blind as they was
“nearsighted.” | believe they
were nearsighted. The only
thing they could look at was
their big buildings. Only
thing they could look at was

their big congregation. _The
Laodicean Church Age 12 -
11-60E

But the Church of Laodicea
was not only poor, though
rich, it was blind. Or to put it

more accurately--  Near-
Sighted.” They could see

their worldly prosperity, but
were "Short-Sighted” as to
heavenly things, so the Lord
counseled them to anoint their
eyes with "Eye-Salve." Page
28

Eyesalve, open your eyes so
we can look way back and see
where it come from. You're
just looking what the church
is today; look back and see
where it come from, then keep
moving towards God, you'll
get away from it. Yes, sir.

_The Laodicean Church Age
12-11-60E

But were "Short-Sighted" as to
heavenly things, so the Lord
counseled them to anoint their
eyes with " Eye-Salve." Their
merchants dealt in ointments
and herbs of a high degree of

healing virtue, but they
possessed no salve that would

restore impaired  Spi ritual
Vision, only the Unction of the
Holy One could do that. P. 28

All right, | noticed another
thing, said, "They are
naked; naked and don't
know it." Sure. Oh, naked

But the Church was not only
poor, and blind, it was naked.
Their outward garments were
doubtless of the finest material
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and don't know it. Now, that

person is in a miserable fix, if
a man is wretched, blind,
miserable, naked. Now, if
he—if he knows it, he'll help
himself; but if he don't know
it, the poor fellow is mentally
gone. Is that right? Whew!.
_The Laodicean Church Age
12-11-60E

and the latest fashionable cut,

but not such as should adorn
the person of a Child of God.

So they were counseled to
purchase of Christ "White

Raiment," in exchange for the
"raven black woolen"
garments for which the
garment makers of Laodicea
were famous. Page 28-29

This is one of the most

Then a most startling

outstanding statements that

revelation was made to the

| have ever seen in the New

Church of Laodicea, Christ

Testament. | want you to

said-- "Behold, | Stand at

notice, "'l stand at the door

the Door and Knock."" These

and  knock." This is

words are generally quoted

generally used, a quotatio n

as an_appeal to sinners, but

for_the appeal for sinners.
Is that right? We tell sinners,
"Jesus is at the door,

knocking." But here He's
knocking at the church door

for He once walked with
them, but they (with their

organization and worldliness
and coldness) had excluded
Him. He's 0 n the outside of
the church. Par. 223

| stand at the door and
knock." After being pushed
out or ousted, then trying to
get back in, crawls back and
knocks at the door. This is
the most striking record in
the New Testament . | think
there's nothing could be any
more sadder than this, to see
the Saviour of the world
took out of His Own
church, the Laodicean age.
Par. 225 The Laodicean
Church Age 12-11-60E

they are not, they are
addressed to a Church, and to

a Church in whose midst

Christ had once stood, but now
found Himself excluded and
standing outside knocking for
admittance. This is_the most
startling thing recorded in

the New Testament, that it is
possible for a church to be

outwardly prosperous and yet
have no Christ in its midst,
and be unconscious of the fact.
This is a description of a
Christless Church. Page 29

Editor’s Note In the above underlined sentences, Branham

nearly quotes Larkin verbatim.

Excluded! What was He
excluded from? Now, listen,
friends. If this isn't striking!
Get a picture of it, let it sink
down in your heart. Our
Saviour, when He was on
earth, He was excluded

Oh, the EXC LUDED
CHRIST. Excluded from His
own__ nation, for___ they
Rejected Him; excluded
from the world, for it
Crucified Him; excluded
from His Church, for He

from His Own nation. He
was _rejected, He was
excluded. The world
excluded Him and crucified
Him. And now, from His
Own church, He's excluded.
He isn't wanted anywhere,
have no need of Him. The
Laodicean Church Age 12 -
11-60E

stands outside its door
Knocking for Entrance. Page
29

Editor’s Note: In the above underlined words, Branham nearly

quotes Larkin verbatim.
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| don't believe they just up
and throwed Him out, ‘cause
they hadn't missed Him.
They hadn't missed Him,
because they were still
singing songs to Him . The
preacher was still talking
about Him, so they hadn't
missed Him. _Th e Laodicean
Church Age 12-11-60E

How did Christ come to be
outside the Church? He had
been within it once or there
never would have been a

Church. How did He come to

leave? It is clear that they
had not thrust Him out, for

they do not seem to have

missed His presence. They
continued to worship Him,
to _sing His praise s, and
engage in all manner of
Christian service, yet He had
withdrawn. Page 29

Editor’s Note In the above underlined words, Branham is

paraphrasing Larkin’s statement.

What does the messenger to
the church...

What do these '"Messages to

church teach us

teach—teach us? Not the
growth in the Spirit. No, sir.

Decline of the Spirit, we
have a decline all the
time. _The Laodicean
Church Age 12-11-60E

message to the | the Churches'" teach us?
then, | They clearly teach the
DECLINE OF THE

CHURCH. That the

professing Church instead of
increasing in spiritual and
world converting power will
become lukewarm, faithless,
and CHRISTLESS. Page 29

Editor’s Note: In the above underlined words, Branham is

paraphrasing Larkin’s statement.

Paul warned, the Gentiles
was a branch. Now, | want
some of you, if you will, to
turn to Romans, 1lth
chapter, the 15th to the
27th verse, just so you can
mark it down, you all. And
then, being it's late, 1 will
quote this to you now just
before leaving, because it's
a... Now, Romans, if you
want to put it down, 11:15 to
twenty-... to 27. Paul told
them, told, talking to the
Gentiles there, the Romans,
he said, "If God... " Now,
listen as we're closing on
the church ages! Paul said,
"If... God did not spare the
original olive tree, but cut it
off because of unbelief."
_The Laodicean Church Age
12-11-60E

What caused Israel to be cut

off, the original tree?
Because they rejected Paul's
Pentecostal Message. And do
you believe this is the last
church age? The Bible said
so! And what say going to
happen to them? They're
going to be cut off because of
rejecting the Pentecostal
Message, and then God will
return again to the Jews.

In Paul's Parable of the "Two
Olive Trees" (Rom. 11:15-
27), he shows how the "natural
branches" of "Good Olive
Tree," (Israel) were broken off
because of UNBELIEF, that
the "Wild Olive Tree" of the
Church might be "grafted in,"”
which in turn, because of
UNBELIEF, would be
displaced that the "Natural
branches" might be "grafted
back again," thus showing that
the Church does not take the
place of Israel permanently,
but simply fills up the "Gap"
between Israel’s "casting off"
and "restoration to Divine
favor." As the Laodicean
Period closes the ""Church
Age," the Church disappears
at the end of Chapter Three,
and Israel comes again into
view. Page 29
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And all of Israel then will be
saved, 'cause He'll take them
as a hnation, not as an
individual. _The Laodicean
Church Age 12-11-60E

Editor’s Note: As shown above, Branham ends his sermon on
this age at the same ti me and same thoughts as Larkin, which
pertains to Israel’s restoration after the seven church ages are
finished. His source of information and inspiration had ended.

Comment: After reading the above excerpts, need | say anymore?
As you can plainly see, William Branham plagiarized Larkin’s
information on the seven church ages and passed them  on to his
followers as personal revelation s. When reading the church ages
in Larkin’s book, Branham followed his outline nearly precisely
while hiding his obvious plagiarism with repetitive comments and
fill-in stories between the copied statements.

Thus, Branham practically brought no new revelations
regarding this subject. His claims of revealing hidden mysteries as
the alleged seventh angel of Revelation 10:7 and restoring the
word as Elijah the prophet of Malachi 4:5-6 are absolutely untrue.
Willingly or unwillingly, Branham was a plagiarist who misled
people to believe his claims. In the following section s, this study
shall continue to compare Bran ham’s quotes with other authors.
In doing so, all doubts shall be erased that he was not the f irst to
compare the seven churches in Asia to seven distinct church ages.

William Branham vs. Charles Taze Russell

What William Branham Said:

What Charles Russell Said:

And now as we study this;
you're comparing it now...
The first three books of the
Bible of Revelations (which
we have pretty thoroughly
combed that) is the church
ages, the—the  Seven
Church Ages. Now, there's
seven church ages, seven
seals, seven trumpets, and
vials, and—and unclean
spirits like frogs, and all this
goes together. My, how I'd
like to have a—a great big
map and draw it all across
the way | see it, you know;
just how that each one takes
its place. | drawed it out on a
little sheet of paper, but | —
you know... And everything
so far hit just exactly right.
And with the time and the
ages as they have come and
gone and everything has
blended in just perfectly
right.. So it may not
altogether be right, but it's
the best that | know about it
anyhow. _The First Seal
And now, tonight, we are
approaching Seven Church
Ages which were seven
churches that was in Asia
Minor at the time of the

1:4. John to the seven
churches—Not merely the
seven literal congregations
mentioned In Verse 11 and
elsewhere, hut to the epochs of
the Church as a whole, from
Apostolic days until now .
Page 13

Unto Ephesus.—The
Apostolic Age of the Church.
And unto  Smyrna.—The
Church during the period of
persecution by Pagan Rome.

And unto Pergamos- The
church during the period of the
rise of Antichrist. And unto

Thyatira.—The Church
during the Dark Ages, the
period of Antichrist's glory,
and persecution by Papal
Rome. And unto Sardls.—-
The Church In the dawn of the
Reformation.  And unto
Philadelphia.—The Church In
the period of reformation by
sects. And unto Laodlcea.—
The Church in the time of the

Lord's Second Presence. 1:12.
Page 17-18

And the seven candlesticks
[which thou sawest] are the
seven churches-—"Alas! The

81

writing of the Book. These
churches at that time must
have had the characteristics
of the church ages that was
to come, because that...
There were more churches

than that, the Colossian
church and many others at
that time, but God picked

these churches because of
their characteristics. _The
Ephesian Church Age 12-05-

Master evidently found but few
good works, little glorifying
light shining out from His
earthly representatives In many
of the seven epochs of the
history of the Church."—Z.
16-344; Rev. 1:12; Zech. 4:2.
Page 22

60

Editor’s Note: As shown, Mr. Russell provides a brief summary
of the seven church ages (epochs), which are practically similar
to what Branham taught nearly 42 years later. Mr. Russell
dedicated 50 pages to his teachings on the church ages and
provides detailed history about the papacy. Also, the reason
Mr. Russell entitles the first chapter of Revelation in his book
as “The Message for this Day, ” may stem from the idea t hat
he had the revelation of every mystery as the angel of
Revelation 10:7, as his book is titled: The Finished Mystery.

In this book, Russell does a verse by verse eis egesis of the
book of Revelation; of which, hindsight has proven  him to be
grossly wrong in nearly all of his inte rpretations. Later,
Branham used the same term when referring to his alleged end
time message, saying: ““I believe that I have the message of the

day” (Questions And Answers 01 -12-61). He also said:
we, as this group of people, we have

“But
a Message for this day.

We, we believe that God has given us a Message.” (What
House Will You Build Me 11 -21-65)? | question where he got
this terminology. Nonetheless, like Russell, hindsight has now
proven Branham’s teachings to be wrong in so many areas, as
this investigative study shall later prove.

Ephesus Church Age

The Ephesian Church Age,
from A.D. 53 until A.D. 170.
_The Ephesian Church Age
12-05-60

Of the church [of] IN
Ephesus.—The first age of the
Church began at Pentecost In
the spring of A.D. 33, and
ended In the spring of A. D.
73. Page 23

The angel of the church of
Ephesus was Saint Paul.
_The Ephesian Church Age
12-05-60

2:1. [Unto] BY the angel' —
‘The special messenger in the
Harvest of the Jewish Age was
St Paul. Page 23

The very name, Ephesus, has
a strange compound
meaning, "Aimed at", and
"Relaxed". The high
aspirations of this age that
had begun with the fullness

of the Spirit, "the depth of
God", whereby they were
aiming at the high calling of
God, began to give way to a
less watchful attitude. _ An
Exposition of The Seven
Church Ages The Ephesian
Church Age

The meaning of the word
Ephesus Is  “permission,”
which, understood as
"approval,” harmonises well
with the tradition that the
meaning Is  "'desirable."”
Anything that has approval is
desirable. Page 24

Editor’s Note: In the above quotes, Russell and Branham chose

the same messenger for the first age, but

used different dates

and meanings for the word “Ephesus.” Nonetheless, the quotes
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further prove that along with Larkin’s information, the
teachings about the seven churches ages were well known and
already written in books either before Branham was born or no

more than nine years old.

Revelation 2:4,
"Nevertheless | have
somewhat against thee,

because thou hast left thy
first love." To understand
this you must realize that the
Spirit is not speaking to the
original saints of Ephesus
alone. This message is to the
entire age which lasted
about 120 years. Its message,
then, is to all the generations
in that span. _An Expositio n
Of The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Three - The
Ephesian Church Age

2:4.  Nevertheless | have
somewhat against thee. —The
Lord's nominal people of the
Apostolic Age. Because thou
hast left thy first love,—"I
marvel that ye are so soon
removed from Him that called
you into the grace of Christ
unto another gospel." —Gal.
1:6. Page 26

Editor’s Note: Both Russell

was not only speaking to the church at Ephesus, but to all his

people during early Christianity.

and Branham believed the Lord

Wait, | believe | wrote it
down here. N-i-c-k-0, Nicko,
which means "'to conquer

or to overthrow." Nico-
laitanes, "overthrow or
conquer the laity.” What

they were trying to do here

was trying to take the church
where God had pastors, and

the Spirit of God m oving by
gifts in the Church of the

living God, and, they were
having a doctrine start that
they were going to have
some priests, and bishops,
and popes, and so forth.
That, God said, He hated!

_The Ephesian Church Age
12-05-60

2:6. But this thou hast, th at
thou hatest the deeds of the

Nlcolalitanes—"Conquerors

of the people" —the clergy.—
Rev. 2:15. Which 1 also
hate.—When the Lord's people
hate the ldea of a class that
seeks to be "'lords over God's
heritage." Page 26

Editor’s Note: Like Russell,

Branham said the Nicolatianes

pertained to the clergy eventual dominance over the church.

that time, | believe was the
bloodiest one of all of them
since Nero in 67, D-i-o-c-l-e-
t-i-a-n. During the year of
303 to 312 AD. _The
Smyrnaean Church Age 12 -
06-60

martyrdom; under Trajan In
the year 100; under Antoninus;
under Severus in the year 127,
when beautiful and amiable
young women were stripped
naked before insulting mobs
and gored to death by wild
cattle; under Maximlnus in  A.
D. 235; under Dedus In 260,

when all Christians were
driven from their estates; under
Valerian in  267: under

Aurelian In 274; and under
Diocletian in A. D. 303. P. 27

And ye shall have tribulation
ten days.—"The ten symbolic
days refer to the last and most

severe persecution under the

Roman Emperors —that of the

reign of Diocletian, A. D. #03 -
313" (Z. 16-346.) "This
persecution continued from
February 28, A. D. 303, to
June 13, A. D. 313. Page 28

Editor’s Note: Did you see the si milarities between Branham
and Russell’s teachings? Branham brought no new revelation.

Pergamos Church Age

It's the third church age,
called Pergamos. And the —
the date that this church
existed was from 312, AD.
312 to 606. _The Pergamean
Church Age 12-07-60

From the witness by Arras in
326 to the witness by the next
special messenger of the
Church was the long period of
836 years; and during all that
time the Papacy was slowly
rising, pushing itself higher

and higher.  "The first
ecumenical council of Nice
(326), Page 31

The  Pergamos  (“earthly

elevation™) era ended in A. D.
1160, as will be shown. P.32

Smyrna Church Age

The Smyrna Age come in at
170 and goes to 312. _The
Smyrnaean Church Age 12 -
06-60

Applied to the history of the
church from A. D. 73 to 326, Is
peculiarly appropriate. Page 27

The church age of Smyrna,
the name of the church was

Smyrna. Smyrna, rather,
that means 'bitterness,"
myrrh. _The Smyrnaean

Church Age 12-06-60

Of the church In Smyrna—
Greek, myrrh. The word
means ""bitter." Page 27

The great ten days of
tribulation means ''ten years
of the bloodiest
persecution.” | don't know
whether | can spell this

name, or pronounce it, or

not. This was the emperor at

This era comprised
persecutions  under Nero,
when Christian women were
soaked with tar and burned as
torches to light the path of his
chariot; under Domitian, inth e
year 95, when 40,000 suffered

82

Not denied my faith, even as
those in the days wherein...
(I guess you pronounce that
A-n-t-i-p-s)... Antipas was
my faithful martyr, who was
slain among you, where
Satan dwelleth. I'm going to
stop there just a minute.
"Satan's seat."” We want to
kind of exercise on these
things, | want you to catch It.
Be sure you do, now. "Satan,
seat." Now, God pronounced
in Genesis where Satan's seat
was, and that was in
Babylon. It's always been
Satan's  seat, and in
Revelation it was the same
thing. But, if you notice,
Babylon changed itself from

I know [thy works, and] where
thou dwellest, even where
Satan's seat Is.—"During this
period, the true Christians were
tested and proved by the
Introduction and development
of Pagan and Papal ideas.
The Pagan priests, unwilling to
lose their positions of honor
and influence amon gst the
people,  while  nominally
professing Christianity,
brought their former ideas with
them into the Christian

Church." (Z.'16-346.) The
word seat is rendered throne in
Lu. 1:82, and refers to Satan's

"hellish  parody of the
Heavenly Kingdom." —Cook.
Page 32
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pagan to “papal." _ The
Pergamean Church Age 12-
07-60

And thou boldest fast My
name, and hast not denied My
faith, [even] in those days
wherein  Antipas was My
faithful  martyr—Throughout
all the western part of Europe
the Bishop of Rome finally
came to be called the papa,
or pope, or Father of the
church. "Whoever denounced
this attempt to disobey the
direct command of Jesus
(Matt.  23:9), received the
promised persecution. (2 Tim.
3:12.) This class in Pergamos
is commended by our Lord
under the symbol of 'Anti -pas,
My faithful martyr.' In Greek,
anti means a gainst, and papas
signifies father." Who was
slain among you, where Satan
dwelleth—We can give but a
partial list of the popes who
served from the condemnation
of Arius to the end of the
Pergamos epoch. Page 32

Editor’s Note: Like Russell,

Branham believed Satan’s seat

evolved from paganism to the papacy’s control of the Roman
Empire. Russell’s book gives detailed history about the popes.

So Balaam got Israel to
commit fornication. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages —Chapter Five
- The Pergamean Church
Age

Now watch this doctrine of
Balaam most carefully.
Notice above all, that it is the
deliberate maneuver of a
corrupt clergy to bind the
people to them, by leading
the people deliberately into
the sin of unbelief. Th e
Nicolaitane doctrine was
the corruption of the clergy
as they sought political
power amongst themselves.
_An Exposition Of The
Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Ten — A Resume Of
The Ages.

And that is what
Constantine and his
successors did at Nicaea and
after Nicaea. They invited
the people of God to the
convention. And when the
church sat down to eat, and
rose up to play (partaking of
church form, ceremonies,
and pagan feasts named after
Christian rites) she was

Because thou hast there them
that hold the doctrine of
Balaam.—Balaam was a
mouthpiece of the Lord, but
unworthy. He desired to curse
God's true people, because of
the money there was In It, and
finally seduced them by
fornication  (symbolical of
union of church and state).
The name Balaam means the
same as "Nlcolaltanes "
(conquerors of the people), and
refers to the money-loving,
power-loving clergy. We have
already noted the efforts to
obtain worldly power
(spiritual fornication) wh ich
characterized the Pergamos
epoch. Its history also shows
that the clergy of that time
were quite as fond of money as
ever Balaam was. Page 36

83

trapped; she had committed
fornication.  And God
walked out. An Exposition
Of The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Five - Pergamean
Church Age

Because the church had
gotten rich; it was rich as it
could be. And it was what?
Powerful. It was over the
state; state and church was
together. _The Pergamean
Church Age 12-07-60

Editor’s Note: Russell believed the doctrine of Balaam seduced
the church to unite with the state (the Roman Empire). He also
identified the doctri nes of Nicolaitanes and Balaam with
corrupt money and power loving clergies who conquered the
laity and forged the union of church and state that led to
spiritual fornication. Branham’s alleged revelation about this
church age is basically similar to Russell.

Christianity, which was
leaning towards a
priesthood, and wanted it
in their church, that we
have taken in future studies

of the church of Ephesus,
and so forth, and —and of

Smyrna; those
Nicolaitanes. Now the
Nicolaitanes had become

a... not a "deeds" like it was
back at the beginning here,
but here it's a "doctrine."
Here it was a "deeds," they
were just trying to get it in;
but over here in the third
church age it's become a
"doctrine,” high priests,
great fellows. Hadn't called
them popes yet, now; but
they were called, like,
archbishops, great fellows,
you know, renown. _The
Pergamean Church Age 12
07-60

"The ‘doctrine of the
Nlcolaltanes' (conquerors of
the people) seems to be the

theory of lordship or
headship In the Church. (1
Pet 5:3.) At their councils there
was a bitter fight for
supremacy. It was settled only
by a division of the Church;
the Eastern, or Greek Church,

accepting the Patriarch of
Constantinople for its head;
and the Western, or Papal
Church, acknowledging the
Bishop—Pope or Father—of
Rome." (Z/16-346.) "The sins
to which Balaam allured
Israel were a type of the sins

to which the doctrine of the

Nicolaitanes now seduce
thee.""—Cook.

Editor’s Note: Russell continued his teachings on how the
doctrines of the Ni colatitanes and Balaam was the seduction of
the laity to accept the clergy’s headship of the church.
Branham’s alleged revelation is basically similar to Russell.

And that is what
Constantine and his
successors did at Nicaea
and after Nicaea They
invited the people of God to

the convention. And when

the church sat down to eat,
and rose up to play
(partaking of church form,

ceremonies, and pagan feasts
named after Christian rites)
she was trapped; she had
committed fornication. And
God walked out. _Exposition

"From the time the Nlcene
Creed was promulgated and

accepted, A. D. 325, there

was practically no more
Bible study for over twelve
centuries. During all that time

Bible study was considered
unnecessary, because the
Apostolic Bishops had
formulated the creeds as proper
statements of the Church's

faith. To study the Bible would
have meant the studying of
how to fight against the
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Of The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Five - Pergamean
Church Age

Emperor and the bishops."
page 30

rider of the fourth seal represents the Dark Age. Many of
Russell’s views of the church ages were incorporated into
Branham’s lessons on the seven seals.

Editor’s Note: Like Russell,
Council was detrimental to the

Branham believed the Nicene
true church.

They controlled the state.
And you know what? The

word went out that "that
was the Millennium," that
all the promises to them poor
Jews, that, "God had

forsaken them" (wh ich He
said He could never do it),
and tried to bring in the
Millennium  before  the
coming of the Lord Jesus.

When Jesus comes is when
the Millennium sets

in. That’s the birthplace of
post-millennium. And that's
the reason the Catholic

doesn't teach the coming of
Jesus, to this day. "It's all in

the church. This is the
Millennium.  The church
owns everything. This is it."

See, post-millennium (Oh,
my!) without the return of
Jesus Christ. _The
Pergamean Church Age 12-
07-60

And to commit fornication.—
"Papacy perceived its own
great power over the peoples
of Europe, all of whom at that
time ignorantly and blindly
acknowledged the Roman
Catholic faith. While the kings
of Europe were comparatively
weak, the suggestion came,
'Now It must be God's time
tor setting up the Messianic
Kingdom, because now we
have the power." The answer
of others was, 'Not so. The
Bible teaches that Jesus will
set up His own Kingdom at
His Second Ad vent in power
and great glory, and that the
virgin Church will become His
Bride and Joint-heir by the
power of the First
Resurrection.! The answer to
this was, 'So once we thought
But we have waited for the
coming of Messiah for over
800 years; and now we have
the thought that He probably
wishes us to set up His
Kingdom for Him, and in  His
name to reign over the kings of
the earth.™ Pages 35-36

Editor’s Note: Like Russell, Branham believed post-millennial
views of the Roman Catholic Church deweloped during this
age. As studied, Larkin stated the same (pages 74-75). This
concept said the future 1,000 reign of Jesus Christ’s earthly
kingdom foretold i n Revelation 20:1 -7 had begun during that

time period in church history.

Thyatira Church Age

The fourth church age,
Thyatira, great church age
known as the Dark Age.
This church age starts in at
606 and then ended at 1520.
The Thyatirean Church Age
12-08-60

*And unto Thyatira—The
Church during the Dark
Ages, the period of Antichrist's
glory, and persecution by
Papal Rome. Page 17

It was the period of Papal

persecution.” (2/16-347.)
From the time of Peter Waldo's
witness in 1160 until the next

special messenger to the
Church appeared, 1378, was a
period of 218 years Page 39

Editor’s Note: In the above quote, Russell says the Thyatira age
was the Dark Age and a period of Papal persecution. By doing
so, he is revealing Branham’s interpretation of the red horse
rider of the second seal and the pale horse rider of the fourth

seal, which dealt with persecutions and murders

of true

Christians during this age. Branham also said the black horse

Now, we find out that this
little Jezebel, when she got
over there, she was really
going to cut down all of the
altars of God and put up her
own altars. And she had
Israelites bowing before an
idol. That's exactly what
Constantine did when he
formed the Catholic church.
_The Thyatirean Church Age

2:20. Notwithstanding | have
[a few things] MUCH against

thee.—The fourth epoch of the
church nominal. [Because]
THAT thou sufferest that
woman  Jezebel.— The
Roman Catholic Church .
Pages 39-40

12-08-60

Editor’s Note: As shown, Bran
the Roman Catholic Church to

ham was not the first to identify
be the Jezebel of the Thyatira

age. Russell’s 1918 book had already concluded thus.

Just like Jezebel who killed
the prophets and priests
and destroyed the people of
God who would not bow
down and worship Baal. And
that is exactly what the
Catholic Church did . They
killed those that would not
bow down to the popish
rule. _An Exposition Of The
Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Six - The Thyatirean
Church Age

"The principal persecutor
was the apostate Church of
Rome, which claims to be a
‘queen’ and ruler over Spiritual
Israel.—Rey. 18:7. Page 40

"Papacy's _ power was
exercise through the Roman
Empire, to which she was
joined. Page 40

Now, | want you to notice
another thing striking here, |

was getting my history here.

Jesus said that she was...
called herself a prophetess .
"That woman Jezebel, who
calls herself (calls herself) a

prophetess." Now, you see,
the Catholic church don't
permit their people to read
the Bible because they say
that the priest is the only
one that can Divinely divine
that Word. The Thyatirean
Church Age 12-08-60

Which [calleth herself] SAI TH
SHE IS a prophetess Claims
to be an infallible teacher, but
really has no right to teach at
all. Page 40

*Because the church had
gotten rich; it was rich as it
could be. And it was what?
Powerful. It was over the
state; state and church was
together. _The Pergamean
Church Age 12-07-60

[To teach and to seduce] AND

TEACHETH AND
SEDUCETH My servants to

commit  fornication.—Union
of church and state .—Rev.
2:14; 2 KI. 9:22; 1 Cor. 14:34.

And to eat thins* sacrificed

unto ldols*—Reverence the
creed-idols set up by the
various ecumenical councils.—
Rev. 2:14. P. 41

Revelation 2:21; "And |
gave her space to repent of
her fornications; and she
repented not.” Do you
know that this church was
actually more wicked than

And she [repented not]
WILL NOT REPENT OP
THIS  FORNICATION.—
The Lord foreknew that after
360 years more of living with
the kings of earth, and

Ahab? Do you know that he

endeavoring to gain dominion
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repented for a while and
walked softly before God?
You can't say that of the
Roman Catholic Church.
No sir. She has never
repented but has stubbornly
destroyed any and all who
tried to help her repent. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages - Chapter Six -
The Thyatirean Church Age

over them, the Roman
Catholic Church would be
unrepentant The 360 years
from Waldo's message In 1160
ended in 1520. Luther's 95
theses were placed on the
church doors at Wittenberg
October 31, 1517. Page 41

Now it said here that this
whore had children. Now
what were they? They were
daughters, for they were
churches just like her. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages - Chapter Six -
The Thyatirean Church Age

2:83. And 1| will kill her
children-—"Both Romanists
and Protestants now freely
own the relationship of mother
and daughters, the former
continually styling herself the
Holy Mother Church, and the
latter, with pleased
complacency, endorsing the
idea."—D28; Isa. 57:3, 4. See

p. 111. Pages 42-43

Editor’s Note: Did you see the similarities between Russell and
Branham Both believed Jezebel the false prophetess to be the
Roman Catholic Church who taught false doctrines, killed
those who opposed, and did not repent when God gave her the
opportunity to do so. Also, Branham was not the first to believe
the children of Catholicism are Protestant denominations.

Sardis & Philadelphia Church Ages

And that church age began in
1520 and ended in 1750.
_The Sardisean Church Age
12-09-60

The year 1378 marked the
turning-point  in  Wycliffe's
career. Page 45

Of the church In Sardis.
Page 45

From 1750 to 1906 A.D.
_The Philadelphian Church
Age 12-10-60

The exact point of time at
which the Philadelphia epoch
of the Church began was at
midday, October 31, 1617.
Page 48

The very word Sardis, the 1st
verse. The word Sardis , in
the English terms, means, if

you want to look it up,
means "the escaped one."
The true Sardis was "'the
escaped one.” That's what
Sardis means, all right, "the

escaped one." Now, see, and
"the escaped one." Now
we're going to start on the
1st. Very... We're going to

call it the age of
Reformation and it's a very
fitting thing for this

reformation if we should call
it that, because it's... The
reformation was the
"escaped ones" that come
away and escaped out of it.
_The Sardisean Church Age
12-09-60

Of the c hurch In Sardis —
"Sardis is said to mean that
which remains, as if it
signified something out of
which life or virtue had gone.
The nominal church during this
period had a form of godliness
without its power. Page 45

And heard. —Wycliffe was the
author of more than 200 works,
chiefly tracts, on the Ransom.
And hold fast, and reform.—
(Dlaglott) Had  Wycllffe's
labors been properly
appreciated, the Reformation
would have been set forward
150 years. Page 46
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Now, the church age begin
about 1520, when the
Roman, universal Catholic
church had full swing. That
lasted until October the
thirty-first (If you're all
putting it down.) October
the thirty-first, 1570 A.D.,
when Martin Luther nailed
his ninety-fifth thesis on
the  church door in
Wittenberg, Germany, and

Oof the church In
Philadelphia.—"Philadephia

means brotherly love. This
stage of the Church's h istory
began at the Reformation;
and there are many still living

who possess the characteristics
described." (Z.'16-347.) The
exact point of time at which
the Philadelphia epoch of the
Church began was at midday ,
October 31, 1517. It was at

from that time the

that hour that Luther nailed

Reformation wason. The
Sardisean Church Age 12 -
09-60

Now we're going to start on
the 1st. Very... We're going

to call it the age of
Reformation and it's a very
fitting thing for this

reformation if we should call
it that, because it's... The
reformation was the
"escaped ones" that come
away and escaped out of it.
_The Sardisean Church Age
12-09-60

his_ninety-five theses on the
church door_at Wittenberg.
"Nailing up that paper was
the beginning of a great
division in the Church. P. 48

And shutteth and no man
[openeth] SHALL OPEN.—
The door of opportunity for
the Roman Catholic Church
to repent swung shut the day
Luther was excommunicated.
(Rev. 2:21.) "Luther was not
In the least disconcerted by
this sentence, which he had for
Borne time expected. He
renewed his appeal to the
general council; declared the
pope to be that Antichrist, or
Man of Sin  whose
appearance is foretold i n the
New Testament; declaimed
against his tyranny with greater
vehemence than ever; and at
last having assembled the
University he cast the canon
law, together with the bull of
excommunication, Into the
flames."—Buck. Page 49

He was pastor of a church. He
seemed to receive Present
Truth with a great deal of joy
and spoke it forth with much
zeal But he was surrounded
with so much exposition at
home. Page 50

Editor’s Note: In the above quotes, Russell identified Sardis as
the pre-reformation age and Philadelphia as the reformation
age. Branham followed Larkin’s views that the Sardis was the
reformation age and Philadelphia was the missionary age.  In
the underlined, did you notice how close Branham’s words
concerning Martin Luther matches Russell’s? The above quotes
further confirm that the seven church ages was a well known
teaching when Branham was about nine years old. Remember,
Russell’s book was a best seller translalted into 6 languages.

Laodicea Church Age

And at 1906 the Laodicean
Church Age set in, and |
don't know when it'll end,

The Laodicean period of the
Church extends from the fall of
1874 to the spring of 1918,
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but I predict it'll be done by
1977. | predict, not the Lord
told me. _The Ephesian
Church Age 12-05-60

So | repeat, | sincerely

believe and maintain as a

private student of the Word,

along with Divine inspiration
that 1977 ought to
terminate  the  world
systems and usher in the
millennium. _ Exposition
Of The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Nine - The
Laodicean Church Age

three and one-half years of
preparation, and forty years of
Harvest. Page 58

Editor’s Note: Both men placed time limits for the end of this

age and Christ’s return, but did

not live to see their failures.

Notice the name, Laodicea,
'the people's rights', or

‘justice of the peoples . _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages — Chapter Nine
- The Laodicean Church Age

Of the church [of the

Laodicean*] IN
LAODICEA . —It is significant

that in the first epoch of the
Church there were Nicolaitanes
(nikon ton loon), "vanquishers

of the people,” a clergy class
who succeeded In pulling the
wool over the eyes of the
common people; but that the
last age of the Church 1B
Laodicean (Hos dike),
"justice for the people." P. 58

Editor’s Note: Both men had the same definition for Laodicea.

Comment: In the above quotes,
new. Russell already had written in his 1918 book what Branham
claimed to reveal in his 1960s sermons and a book published

Branham’s revelation is nothing

about the seven church ages in 1965.

William Branham vs. Uriah Smith

What William Branham Said:

What Uriah Smith Said:

And now as we study this;

you're comparing it now...
The first three books of the

Bible of Revelations (which
we have pretty thoroughly
combed that) is the church

ages, the—the Seven Church
Ages. _The First Seal

And now, tonight, we are
approaching Seven Church
Ages which were seven
churches that was in Asia
Minor at the time of the
writing of the Book. These
churches at that time must
have had the characteristics
of the church ages that was
to come, because that... There
were more churches than that,
the Colossian church and
many others at that time, but

God picked these churches
because of their

For these reasons, "'the seven
churches' are doubtless to be
understood to mean not
merely the seven literal
churches of Asia which went
by the names mentioned, but
seven periods of the
Christian church, from the
days of the apostles to the
close of probation. (See on
chapter 2, verse 1.) Page 357

characteristics. _The Ephesian
Church Age 12-05-60

Editor’s Note: Smith knew the 7 church ages before Branham.

Ephesus Church Age

The Ephesian Church Age,
from A.D. 53 until A.D. 170.
_The Ephesian Church Age
12-05-60

The time covered by this first
church may be considered the
period from the resurrection
of Christ to the close of the
first century, or to the death
of the last of the apostles.
Page 379

The very name, Ephesus, has

a strange compound meaning,
"Aimed at", and "Relaxed".
The high aspirations of this
age that had begun with the
fullness of the Spirit, "the
depth of God", whereby they

were aiming at the high

calling of God, began to give

way to a less watchful
attitude. An Exposition Of
The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Three - Ephesian
Church Age

The definition of the word
Ephesus is desirable, which
may well be taken as a good
descriptive term  of the
character and condition of the
church in its first state. Those
early Christians had received
the doctrine of Christ in its
purity. They enjoyed the
benefits and blessings of the
gifts of the Holy Spirit. Page
375

Revelation 2:4, "Nevertheless
| have somewhat against thee,
because thou hast left thy first
love." To understand this you
must realize that the Spirit is
not speaking to the original
saints of Ephesus alone. This
message is to the entire age
which lasted about 120 years.
Its message, then, is to all the
generations in that span. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages - Chapter Three
- The Ephesian Church Age

The Cause of Complaint. - "I
have somewhat against thee,"
says Christ, "because thou
hast left thy first love." "Not
less worthy of warning than
departure from
fundamental doctrine or
from Scriptural morality, is
the leaving of first love. The
charge here is not that of
falling from grace, nor that
love is extinguished, but
diminished. No zeal, no
suffering, can atone for the
want of first love.” -
Thompson. Page 375

Smyrna Church Age

The Smyrna Age come in at
170 and goes to 312. _The
Smyrnaean Church Age 12-
06-60

According to the foregoing
application, the date of the
Smyrnian church would be
A.D.100-323. Page 383

The church age of Smyrna,
the name of the church was
Smyrna. Smyrna, rather, that
means "‘bitterness,” myrrh.
_The Smyrnaean Church Age
12-06-60

Smyrna signifies myrrh, fit
appellation for the church of
God while passing through

the fiery furnace of
persecution, and proving
herself a "sweet-smelling

savor" unto him. But we soon
reach the days of Constantine,
when the church presents a
new phase, rendering a far
different name and another
message applicable to her
history. Page 383

A persecuted church, God

It will be noticed that the
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called them “persecuted.” God
looked upon their
persecutions, and gave grace
to bear it. The Smyrnaean
Church Age 12-06-60

Lord introduces himself to
each church by mentioning

some of his characteristics
which show him to be
peculiarly fitted to bear to

them the testimony which he

utters. To the Smyrnian

church, about to pass through
the  fiery  ordeal of
persecution, he reveals
himself as one who was dead,
but is now alive. If they
should be called to seal their

testimony with their blood,
they were to remember that
the eyes of One were upon
them who had shared the
same fate, but had triumphed

over death, and was able to
bring them up again from a
martyr's grave. Page 379

The great ten days of

tribulation means "'ten years
of the bloodiest
persecution." | don't know

whether | can spell this name,

or pronounce it, or not. This

was the emperor at that time, |
believe was the bloodiest one

of all of them since Nero in
67, D-i-0-c-1-e-t-i-a-n. During
the year of 303 to 312 A.D.
_The Smyrnaean Church Age

12-06-60

Tribulation Ten Days . - As
this message is prophetic, the
time mentioned in it must also
be regarded as prophetic, and
would denote ten years. And
it is a noticeable fact that the
lastand most bloody of the
ten persecutions continued
just ten years, beginning
under  Diocletian,  from
A.D.303 to A.D.313. Page
380

Editor’s Note:

In the above quotes, did you notice the

similarities between Smith and Branham? Both men identified
Smyrna’s definition as myrrh, which represented an age of
persecutions for Chrisiians that culminated with ten years of

oppression by Diocleatian.

Pergamos Church Age

It's the third church age,
called Pergamos. And the —
the date that this church
existed was from 312, A.D.
312 to 606. _The Pergamean
Church Age 12-07-60

The period covered by this
church may be located from
the days of Constantine, or
perhaps, rather, from his
professed  conversion  to
Christianity, A.D.323, to the
establishment of the papacy,
A.D.538.). Page 383

Not denied my faith, even as

those in the days wherein... (I
guess you pronounce that A -
n-t-i-p-s)... Antipas was my
faithful martyr, who was slain
among Yyou, where Satan
dwelleth. I'm going to stop
there just a minute. 'Satan's
seat."” We want to kind of
exercise on these things, |
want you to catch | t. Be sure
you do, now. “"Satan, seat."

Now, God pronounced in

Genesis where Satan's seat

Where Satan's Seat Is. -
Christ takes cognizance of the
unfavorable situation of his
people during this period. The
language is not probably
designed to denote locality.
As to place, Satan works
wherever Christians  dwell.
But surely there are times and
seasons when he works with
special power; and the period
covered by the church of
Pergamos was one of these.
During this period, the
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was, and that was in Babylon.
It's always been Satan's seat,

and in Revelation it was the
same thing. But, if you notice,
Babylon changed itself from
pagan to ‘“papal. _The
Pergamean Church Age 12 -
07-60

doctrine of Christ was being
corrupted, the mystery of

iniquity was working, and
Satan was laying the very
foundation of that most
stupendous  system  of
wickedness, the papacy.
Here was the falling away

foretold by  Paul in
2Thess.2:3. Page 384

"It is supposed that Antipas
was not an individual, but a
class of men who opposed
the power of the bishops, or
popes, in that day, being a
combination of two words,
anti, opposed, and papas,
father, or pope; and at that
time many of them suffered
martyrdom in Constantinople
and Rome, where the bishops
and popes began to exercise
the power which soon after
brought into subjection the
kings of the earth, and
trampled on the rights of the
church of Christ. Page 384

Now watch this doctrine of
Balaam  most  carefully.
Notice above all, that it is the
deliberate maneuver of a
corrupt clergy to bind the
people to them, by leading the
people deliberately into the
sin of  unbelief. The
Nicolaitane doctrine was the
corruption of the clergy as
they sought political power
amongst themselves. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages - Chapter Ten —
A Resume Of The Ages.

And that is  what
Constantine and his
successors did at Nicaea and
after Nicaea. They invited the
people of God to the
convention. And when the
church sat down to eat, and
rose up to play (partaking of
church form, ceremonies, and
pagan feasts named after
Christian  rites) she was
trapped; she had committed
fornication. And God walked
out. _An Exposition Of The
Seven Church Ages - Chapter
Five -Pergamean Church Age

Because the church had gotten
rich; it was rich as it could be.
And it was what? Powerful. It

Hence they were censured for
harboring among them those
who held the doctrines of
Balaam and the
Nicolaitanes. Page 385

The doctrines complained of
in the church of Pergamos
were of course similar in their

tendency, leading to
spiritual idolatry, and an
unlawful connection

between the church and the
world. Out of this spirit was
finally produced the union of
the civil and e cclesiastical
powers, which culminated in
the formation of the papacy .
Page 385
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was over the state; state and
church was together. _The
Pergamean Church Age 12 -
07-60

Editor’s Note: In the above quotes, did you notice the
similarities between Smith and Branham ? Both men had near
assigned dates for the age, believed Satan’s seat was the
papacy, and that the doctrines of Nicolaitanes and Balaam
brought spiritual idolatry (pagan feasts) into the church and led

to the union of church and state.

similarities between Smith and Branham ? Both men had near
assigned dates for the age and belie ved Jezebel represented the
Roman Catholic Church under the pope’s rulership.

Sardis, Philadelphia, & Laodicea Church Ages

Editor’s Note: Because Smith believed 1844 was significant
day regarding Investigative Judgment and the return of Christ,
he interpreted the last three church ages different from others to
fit his prescribed Adventist theology.

Thyatira Church Age

The fourth church age,
Thyatira, great church age
known as the Dark Age. This
church age starts in at 606 and
then ended at 1520. The
Thyatirean Church Age 12 -
08-60

If the period covered by the
Pergamos church has been
correctly located, terminating
with the setting up of the
papacy, A.D. 538, the most
natural  division to be
assigned to the church of
Thyatira would be the time of
the continuance of this
blasphemous power through
the 1260 years of its
supremacy, or from A.D538
to A.D.1798. Page 387

Now, we find out that this
little Jezebel, when she got
over there, she was really
going to cut down all of the
altars of God and put up her
own altars. And she had
Israelites bowing before an
idol. That's exactly what
Constantine did when he
formed the Catholic church.
The Thyatirean Church Age
12-08-60

Thyatira  signifies  "sweet
savor of labor," or "sacrifice
of contrition." This would
well describe the state of the
church 388 of Jesus Christ
during the long period of
papal triumph and
persecution. This age of such
dreadful tribulation upon the
church as never was
(Matt.24:21), improved the
religious  conditions  of
believers. Page 387

Just like Jezebel who killed
the prophets and priests and
destroyed the people of God
who would not bow down and
worship Baal. And that is
exactly what the Catholic
Church did. They killed
those that would not bow
down to the popish rule. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages - Chapter Six -
The Thyatirean Church Age

" "Jezebel is a figurative
name, alluding to Ahab's
wife, who slew the prophets
of the Lord, led her husband
into idolatry, and fed the
prophets of Baal at her own
table. A more striking figure
could not have been used do
denote the papal
abominations. (See 1 Kings,
chapters 18, 19, and 21). Page
387

The judgments here
threatened against this woman
are in harmony with the

threatenings in other parts of

this book against the Romish
Church under the symbol of
a corrupt woman, the
mother of harlots and

abominations of the earth.
(See chapters 17 -19.). Page
388

Editor’s Note: In the above quotes, did you notice the
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Comment: In the above quotes, Branham’s revelation is nothing

new. Smith already had written in his 1897 book some of the

events that Branham claimed to reveal in the 1960s.

William Branham vs. Cyrus Scofield

What William Branham Said: What Cyrus Scofield Said:
And now as we study this; It can be seen that Ephesus
you're comparing it now... | (2:1-7_, though a local

The first three books of the
Bible of Revelations (which
we have pretty thoroughly
combed that) is the church
ages, the—the Seven Church
Ages. _The First Seal

And now, tonight, we are
approaching Seven Church
Ages which were seven
churches that was in Asia
Minor at the time of the
writing of the Book. These
churches at that time must
have had the characteristics
of the church ages that was to
come, because that... There
were more churches than that,
the Colossian church and
many others at that time, but
God picked these churches
because of their
characteristics. _The Ephesian
Church Age 12-05-60

church in the apostle’s day.,
is typical of the first century
church as a whole; Smyrna
(2:8-11) characterizes the
church under persecution,
e.g. from A.D. 100-316;
Pergamum (2:12-17, “where
Satan’ throne is” (2:13; cp.
2:14-15, and notes), is
suggestive of the church
mixing with the world , e.g.
in the Middles Ages;
Thyatira (2:18-29) reveals
how evil progresses in the
church and idolatry is
practiced; Sardis (3:1-6) is
representative of the church
as dead, yet still having a

minority of godly men and
women, as during the
Reformation; Philadelphia
(3:7-13) shows revival and a
state of spiritual advance ,
and Laodicea (3:14-19 is
illustrative of the final state
of apostasy which the visible
church  will  experience.
_Scofield Bible, Footnotes on
Page 1353

Comment: Even the Scofield Bible, which Branham

admittedly

possessed, spoke of seven church ages before he did.

William Branham vs. Halley’s Bible Handbook

What William Branham Said:

What Henry Halley Said:

Now as we have already said,
this age is called the Dark Ages
because it was indeed the
darkest period of all history. It
was the age of Pope Innocent

Innocent 111 (1198-1216).
most powerful of all the
Popes, claimed to be Vicar
of Christ, Vicar of God, ”
Supreme _Sovereign _over

11 who claimed that he was

the church and the world.

the '"vicar _of Christ —
supreme sovereign over the

Instituted the Inquisition,
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church and the world,”  who
instituted the INQUISITION
which under his direction

ordered the Massacre of the
Albigenses, More Blood was
shed under _his discretion ,

shed more blood than at any

other time except in the

Reformation. _An Exposition
Of The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Six - The Thyatirean
Church Age, Page 224

and that of his immediate

successors, than in__any
other period of church

history, except in the
Papacy’s effort to crush the

reformation. Page 776

Editor’s Note: In the underl

ined sentences, Branham’s

plagiarizes Halley’s Bible Handbook (1962, First Edition,
1924) nearly verbatim without citing the author or his book.

It was the age of Pornocracy,
the rule of harlots. Sagarius
111 had a mistress and '‘filled
the papal choir  with
paramours and bastard sons

Sergius 111 (A.D. 904 -911).
Said to have had a mistress,

Marozia .She, her mother,
Theodora, and her sister,
“filled the Papal chair with

and turned the papal palace

their, and bastard sons, and

into a den of robbers."

turned the papal Palace

Anastasius |11 was smothered

into a den of robbers.”

to death by Marozia who was
mistress to Sagarius. John XI

Called in history The Rule
of Harlots (904-963).

was _Marozia's _illegitimate

Anastasius 111 (911-913),

son. John XII was the
grandson of Marozia and he

"violated widows and virgins
and was Killed while in the
act of adultery by the

woman's enraged husband. "
_An Exposition Of The Seven

Church Ages - Chapter Six -
The Thyatirean Church Age,

Page 224

Lando (913-914), John X
(914-928) was br ought from
Ravenna to Rome and made

Pope by Theodora for the

more convenient gratification
of her passion. He was
smothered to death by
Marozia, who, then, in
succession, raised to the
Papacy Leo VI (928-929),
and Stephen VII (929-933),
and John XI (933-936), her
own illegitimate  son.
Another of her sons
appointed the four following
Popes, Leo VII (936 -955),
Stephen  VIII (939 -942),
Martin Il (942 -946), and
Agapetus 11 (946 -955), John
X1l (955-963) John Xl
(939-963), a_grandson of
Marozia, was “guilty of
almost every crime, violated
virgins and widows, high
and low; lived with his

father’s mistress; made the
Papal Palace a brothel; was
killed while in the act of
adultery by the woman’s

enraged husband.” P. 774

Editor’s Note: In the underlined
to plagiarize sentences from Ha

verbatim without citing the author.

sentences, Branham continued
lley ’s Bible Handbook nearly

It was the age of Papal Schism
for _two lines of popes (one
ruling from Avignon and the
other from Rome) cursed and

The Papal Schism

40 years (1377 -1417), in
which there were two sets of
Popes, one in Rome and

fought each other. These
popes were not only guilty of
immoral sex acts (fathering
scores of illegitimate children,

one _in__ Avignon, each
claiming to be “Vicar of
Christ,” hurling anathemas,
and curses at each other .
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committing sodomy etc.) but

were guilty of selling priestly
offices to the highest bidders.
_An Exposition Of The Seven

Church Ages - Chapter Six -
The Thyatirean Church Age,

Page 224

Page 778

Comment: As shown, Branham’s 1965 book on the church ages
used sentences from Halley’s book without citing it as a source.

Seven Church Age Messengers

Revelation 1:20. The mystery of the seven stars which thou
sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven
candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.

William Branham vs. Charles Taze Russell

What William Branham Said:

What Charles Said Said:

Seven eyes are the seven
messengers of the Seven
Church Ages: seven eyes,
seven seers. _The Breach
Between The Seven Church
Ages And The Seven Seals
03-17-63E

These seven stars are the
messengers to the seven
successive  church  ages.
They are not called by name.
They are just set forth as

seven, one to each age. From
the Ephesian Age on down to
this Laodicean Age each

messenger __brought _the
message of truth to the

people, never failing to keep
it the Word of God to that
particular church age. _An
Exposition Of The Seven

Church Ages - Chapter Two -
The Patmos Vision

The seven stars which the
Lord holds in His right hand
seem to represent special
light-bearers in the Church —
in each of its seven phases, or
stages, of development it will
be noticed that the messages
to the various Churches are

sent by these stars,
messengers, angels, as though

our Lord would have us
understand that the
appropriate _message for

each appropriate epoch In
the Church's experience ,
would be sent by the Lo rd
through a particular star, or
messenger, whom He would
especially commission as His
representative. Our Lord
Himself is represented by the

great light of the sun; and His
special messengers in the
Church  throughout the
entire period of the Gospel
Age are consistently enough
represented as stars."

Editor’s Note: As shown, Russell and Branham were engaged

in choosing men who they deemed as messengers to the church
ages. Who gave them the right to do so? They failed to r ealize
that the angels to the seven churches could have been literal

angelic beings since they often brought messages from God to
his people (e.g., Dan. 8:16-19; 9:20-24; 10:20-21; 11:1; Zech.
4:1,5; Luke 1:19;26; 24:4,23; Acts 5:19; 8:26; 10:3; 11:78;
27:22-25; Gal. 3:19; Heb. 2:2, Rev. 1:1; 22:16).

Actually, Revelation 8:2 speaks of seven literal angels
before God’s Throne: “And I saw the seven angels which
stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.”
Notice, John did not say he saw seven angels, but rather “THE
seven angels.” “The” is a definite article specifically referring
to something that has been previously mentioned.

Thus, John is speaking of the seven angels as if he had
previously referred to them. In view of this verse, these seven
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literal angels, who stood before God’s throne , were mentioned
in the first, second, and third chapters in the book of
Revelation. They have special missions to the New Testament
church (Rev. 1:20 ) and end time events . The Lord Jesus use
them to bring messages to the church  (Rev. 2:1,8,12;18 3:1,
7,14). How? Perhaps through a five -fold ministry of apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers (Eph. 4:11-13).

To the contrary, Russell and Branham each wanted to be a
one man ministry as the last angel messengers whereby every
church must obey them. But, as we shall later study, the New
Testament church does not consist of an Old Testament’s style
of ministry with just prophets alone. That type of ministry
ended with the coming of Christ (Luke 16:16; Heb. 1:1-2).

Nonetheless, Branham conditioned followers to believe the
error that God only use one major prophet at a given time. But,
as this study shall later prove by scriptures, this belief is utter
error. Major prophets such Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel
existed at the same time. Also, Christ and John the Baptist
existed at the same time (John 3:22 -35; 4:1). Two end time
prophets will exist at the same time (Rev. 11:3,10). Even
twelve apostles of Christ existed at the same time (Acts 15:6).

In Revelation 8:2 and 6, these same angels to the church
are now given seven trumpets. L ater, they are given seven vials
of plagues (Rev. 15:1,6-8; 16:1). Actually, one of the seven
angels personally instructed the Apostle John regarding several
revelatory truths (Rev. 17:1,3,7, 15; 21:9-10,15,17; 22:1,6).

Nonetheless, for sake of this study, let's consider these
seven angels from Russell and Branham’s perspective that they
were human messengers for each church age. By doing so, both
men were able to include themselves into this special class and
persuade followers to believe they were the last messenger,
even though over 54 years and over 103 years have passed
since their deaths. Sadly, these men wanted to be in a position
where no one could correct them. As aresult, Branham (like
Russell) went off into great errors because he refused to be
accountable and teachable, as we shall later study. But, in
considering the messengers they chose, other than themselves,
Russell’s selection of men seem to fit the profile o f those who
attested the Roman Catholic Church. Branham chose some men
who were actually leaders in the Roman Catholic Church.

Ephesus Church Age

The angel of the church of
Ephesus was Saint Paul.
_The Ephesian Church Age
12-05-60

2:1. [Unto] BY the angel' —
"The special messenger in the
Harvest of the Jewish Age was
St Paul. Page 23

Editor’s Note: Russell and Branham chose the same messenger

for this age.

Smyrna Church Age

Using our God given rule of

choosing the messenger for
each age, we unhesitatingly
declare that Irenaeus was
exalted by the Lord to that
position. _An Exposition Of
The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter  Four - The
Smyrnaean Church Age

2:8. And [unto] BY the
angel.—The mouthpiece of
the Lord to the second epoch
of the Church was St John
himself. He was the one whom
Jesus specially loved (John
13:28; 20:2; 21:7, 20); P age
27

Editor’s Note: Branham said he did not choose Polycarp as the
messenger to this second age  because he was leaning toward
organization of the church. R egarding Irenaeus, Branham said:
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“With Irenaeus this was not so. He was militant against any
form of organization” (An Exposition Of The Seven Church
Ages - Chapter Four - The Smyrnaean Church Age).

In Branham’s attempt to present Irenaeus as the idealistic
messenger he envisioned, he incorrectly says this man was
against any form of organizat ion. Historically, this statement is
incorrect. True history say Irenaeus promoted organization and
apostolic succession in an attempt to counteract the influence of
the Gnostics. This group claimed they had revealed mysteries
of the original Apostles that other churches did not possess
(Branham believed the same). Irenaeus wrote in his book: [113]

1. It is within the power of all, therefore, in every Church,
who may wish to see the truth, to contemplate clearly the
tradition of the apostles manifested throughout the whole
world; and we are in a position to reckon up those who were
by the apostles instituted bishops in the Churches, and [to
demonstrate] the succession of these men to our own
times; those who neither taught nor knew of anything like
what these [heretics] rave about. For if the apostles had
known hidden mysteries, which they were in the habit of
imparting to "the perfect" apart and privily from the rest,
they would have delivered them especially to those to whom
they were also committing the Churches themselves. For
they were desirous that these men should be very perfect and
blameless in all things, whom also they were leaving behind
as their successors, delivering up their own place of
government to these men ; which men, if they discharged
their functions honestly, would be a great boon [to the
Church], but if they should fall away, the direst calamity.

2. Since, however, it would be very tedious, in such a
volume as this, to reckon up the successions of all the
Churches, we do put to confusion all those who, in whatever
manner, whether by an evil self-pleasing, by vainglory, or by
blindness and perverse opinion, assemble in unauthorized
meetings; [we do this, | say,] by indicating  that tradition
derived from the apostles, of the very great, the very
ancient, and universally known Church founded and
organized at Rome by the two most glorious apostles,
Peter and Paul; as also [by pointing out] the faith preached
to men, which comes down to our time by means of the
successions of the bishops . For it is a matter of necessity
that every Church should agree with this Church, on
account of its pre- eminent authority,(3) that is, the faithful
everywhere, inasmuch as the apostolical tradition has been
preserved continuously by those [faithful men] who exist
everywhere [a list of successors to Peter as bishops of Rome
follows in #3] (Against Heresies 3:3:1-3).

As shown in the above quote, Irenaeus was not militant
against organization as Branham attempted to make readers
believe. Irenaeus promoted organization in an attempt to curtail
the growing influence of Gnosticism among churches. In doing
so, he encouraged believers to follow the tradition and faith of
the church in Rome because it was founded and organized by
both Peter and Paul. However, Irenaeus did rebuke Victor | —
Bishop of Rome —because he attempted to dictate to eastern
churches the day they should observe Christ’s resurrection. 114

Because Branham was against organized religion he had
this fancy that the elect of each age was called out of su  ch by
the messenger for that period . However, when examining true
history, this distorted view is not true. Also, as stated, | do not
believe Branham’s or Russell’s teachings regarding those men
as messengers to a churc h age. But, if given a choice, A postle
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John would be a better selection than Irenaeus (even though he
was indirectly a student of John through Polycarp, an astute
apologist, and defender of the Christian faith during a time of
swarming heresies — see Polycarp and Irenaeus in Wikipedia).

Pergamos Church Age

We unhesitatingly declare the | 2:12. And [to] BY the

Pergamean messenger to be
Martin. _An Exposition Of
The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Five -  The
Pergamean Church Age

angel.—The messenger whose
testimony was of special value
to the Church while the
Papacy was rising into power
was Arius. Page 30

Editor’s Note: As stated, Branham was against denominational/
organizational structure among churches and attempted to make
his chosen messengers for each age to have the same demeanor.
But, the truth of the matter concerning Martin is that he was the
Bishop of Tours (unto death), which is a well known Roman
Catholic Archdiocese in France. An archdiocese is the district
of an Archbishop, who overseers multiple churches.

Martin was a part of the organizational structure. Among
the long list of Roman Catholic Bishops starting from 249 AD
to the present, Martin was the third person to hold this position,
as listed in Wikipedia . (191 Every year, the Roman Catholic
Church holds a feast day for Martin on November 11. [116]

Branham fails to tells his gullible readers who believe his
distorted rendition of history that Martin was a full fledge
Roman Catholic; even though he appeared to be a man of
admirable qualities. Martin believed in the trinity and other
Roman Catholic’s doctrines that Branham had declared as
false. Yet, he made a Roman Catholic Bishop the messenger of
that age. Branham got his followers to believe that Martin was
calling people out of the papal system. Unbelievable!

Actually, Russell’s choice of Arius better fits the description
of a person who protested the Catholic Church and had gr  eat
influence during that time. However, | do not accept this man’s
views about the Godhead, from which the Jehovah ’s Witnesses
derived their false teachin gs that Jesus Christis a minor god
(Isa. 9:6; 44:6,8; 45:5-6; 46:9; 48:12; Phil. 2: 6; Rev. 1:8,11,17-
18). They believe he is Michael the archangel. Once again
Branham’s view regarding a messenger is historically distorted.

Thyatira Church Age

The angel of the church of —
of Thyatira was Columba.
_The Ephesian Church Age
12-05-60

2:18. And [unto] BY the
angel.—The messenger to the
fourth epoch of the Church
was Peter Waldo. Page 37

Editor’s Note: Once again, Branham distorts history due to his
personal dislike of organizational structure among churches and
attempts to make Colum ba of like passion. Perhaps Branham’s
followers would have been better off if they were organize to
better control the mass flow of strange doctrines that has
plagued this sect since his death in 1965 (discussed later).

But, history tells us that Columba was a monk , ordained
priest, and missionary of the Roman Catholic Church, even
though he appeared to be a remarkable man . Branham fails to
tell his unsuspecting followers this fact , but would have them
believe Columba was calling people out of Catholicism.

Actually, Russell’s choice of Peter Waldo better fits the
description of a person who protested the Roman Catholic
Church and had great influence during that time. Peter appears
to be an outstanding person who preached from the Bible and
proclaimed the gospel. He strongly condemned abuses by the
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popes and the false doctrines of ~ Catholicism, which included
mass, purgatory, prayers for the dead, and transubstantiation.

Moreover, Peter declared the Roman Catholic Church to be
the harlot of Revelation 17. He even had the New Testament
translated in the language of the people. His followers adhere d
closely to the Bible. Eventually, Waldo was excommunicated,
and his followers were later persecuted to death. [1171[118]

Thus, Russell’s selection of a messenger appears to fit the
description of Branham’s ideal messenger. However, Branham
based his selection of messengers mostly over claims of
miraculous signs performed by them rather than adherence to
biblical truths. Remember, Jesus warned us that signs and
wonders cannot be the criteria by which we deem a person and
doctrine as correct (Matthew 24:24-26). They must be tested by
the word of God (Deut. 13:1-4; 2 Thess, 2:9-12; 1 John 4:1-6).

Another apparent flaw in Branham’s selection of Columba
as the messenger of the Thyatira age (606 AD to 1520 AD) is
that he died in 597 AD. Columba never lived during the time he
was suppose to be the messenger. Once again, Branham’s
choice of a messenger is historically inaccurate.

Sardis Church Ages

Now, tonight, we're | 3:1. And [unto] BT the

beginning on the fifth church
age, which is the church age
of Sardis, S -a-r-d-i-s, Sardis.

angel*—The next important
messenger to the Church was
John Wycliffe. Page 45

And the messenger to this
church age was Martin
Luther. _The Sardisean
Church Age 12-09-60

Editor’s Note: Since first century Christianity, Martin Luther is
the first messenger chosen by Branham that actually protested
the Roman Catholic Church after its formation . Luther was an
ordained priest in Catholicism. But, unlike Martin and
Columba, he did not remain in the system. Regarding John
Woycliffe, he was a reformist who died nearly 135 years before
the Reformation. He protested the Catholic church and
compared the papacy to the antichrist. He helped translate the
Bible into English.

Philadelphia Church Age

And tonight, the church age
is called the Philadelphian
Church Age. And the star or

the—the messenger, angel-
messenger to that church age,
we believe, solemnly, with

all of our heart, to be John
Wesley. _The Philadelphian
Church Age 12-10-60

8:7. And [to] BY the angel. —
The next messenger to the
Church was Martin Luther.
Page 48

Editor’s N ote: Russell chose Martin Luther as the messenger
for this age. Remember, his choice of Luther was written in his
book nearly 42 years before Branham’s sermon in 1960.

Laodicea Church Age

Now the age in which we are
living is going to be a very
short one. Events are going to
transpire very rapidly. So the
messenger to this Laodicean
Age has to be here now,

3:14. And [unto] BY the
angel.—The special
messenger to the last Age of
the Church was Charles T.
Russell, born February 16,
1862. He has privately
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though perhaps we don't
know him as yet. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages - Chapter Nine
- The Laodicean Church Age

First of all, that messenger is
going to be a prophet. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages — Chapter Nine
- The Laodicean Church
Age

The proof that he is a

prophet is found in
Revelation 10:7. An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages — Chapter Nine
- The Laodicean Church Age

Before the coming of our
Lord, Elijah must come back
for a work of restoration in
the church. This is what
Malachi 4:5 says. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages - Chapter Nine
- The Laodicean Church Age

And said, "The Seven Seals
of the hidden mysteries of the
entire Bible will be opened,
and fulfill Revelations 10 ,
that in the seventh angel's

Message these things should

come to pass." This day this
Scripture is fulfilled before

our eyes. This day this
Scripture is fulfilled. _This
Day This Scripture Is
Fulfilled 02-19-65

According to Malachi 4, a
Scripture, there is to rise a

Message that will shake the
hearts of the people right
back to the apostolic fathers

again. There is to rise one on

the scene, in the power of

Elijah, thatll rise on the
scene; a wilderness man
that'll come out, and will
have a Message tha t'll run
right straight back to the
Word again. That's the hour
that we're living in... A
Voice said, "As John the
Baptist was sent to forerun
the first coming of Christ,

your Message shall forerun
His second Coming, into all

the world." This day this
Scripture is fulfilled . This
day this Scripture is fulfilled.

admitted his belief that he
was chosen for his great
work from before his birth.
Page 53

In 1881, 1,400,000 copies of
Food for Thinking
Christians were distributed
free at the doors of the
Protestant churches in the
United States, Canada and
Great Britain on three
consecutive Sundays, by A. DI
T. messenger  boys." —
Obituary. Page 55

92

_This Day This Scripture Is
Fulfilled 02-19-65,
Paragraphs 152 and 154

Editor’s Note: Russell openly believed he was the messenger to
the Laodicea age, while Branh am subtly proclaimed himself to
be thus. In d escribing this last messenger during a sermon on
the Laodicea age (12-11-60E, paragraphs 89-104), Branham
said this person will be the Elijah of Malachi 4:5 who will hate
denominations, hate fancy women (whom he called Jezebel ),
love the wilderness, be an unlearned man, and will have a
moody disposition.

In describing the last messenger, Branham was actually
speaking of himself. In the message “This Day This Scripture is
Fulfilled,” Branham once again subtly plants in followers’
minds that he was Malachi 4:5-6 without having to say it
directly. To this very day, some followers think Branham was
humble and never openly declared himself to be Elijah.

In the sermon  “Standing in the Gap,” Branham was torn
between the ministries of an evangelist and a prophet. The
angel that supposedly guided his ministry told him to do the
work of an evangelist. Branham did not take heed and may
have died prematurely by claiming to be the fulfillment of
Malachi 4:5-6, Luke 17:30, and Revelation 3:14 and 10:7
(discussed later).

Since Branham’s death in 1965, time has prove n that he
did not fulfill biblical prophecies that are supposed to happen
immediately before Jesus’ return to the earth. Perhaps, for this
reason, so many of Branham’s followers hold to the 1963 cloud
in Life Magazine as b eing the second coming of Jesus . Why?
So that his ministry as Christ’s forerunner might be valid.

But, as proven in chapter one, the cloud in Life Magazine
had nothing to do with William Branham. It~ was most likely
formed by a wayward destroyed missile. But, if this cloud was
a supernatur al occurrence as Branham and  followers believe,
then we must seriously consider Matthew 24:24 -26. Why?
Because they believed the 1963 cloud in Life Magazine that
appeared in Arizona to be Jesus Christ.

And the other day, standing there, turned the picture to the
right, and there is Jesus as He was in the Seven Church
Ages, the white wig on, showing Supreme Deity. He's Alpha
and Omega; He's the First and the Last; He is the Supreme
Judge of all Eternity, standing there, confirm the Message
of this hour . _What Is The Attraction On The Mountain?
07-25-65E

As studied, in Matthew 24:24-26, the Lord Jesus warns of
false Christs and false prophets showing great signs and
wonders, and told his people not to believe anyone who say he
is in the desert or a secret chamber. Also, Branham believed the
cloud was God’s vindication that he was to open the hidden
mysteries of the seven seals, which were never before revealed.

And it only is to be revealed at the last day when this
actual Seal is broken. Broken to who? Not to Christ, but to
the Church. Notice, now. Oh, my, that just makes me
tremble. | —I—I hope that the Church truly understands it
(See what | mean?) _The First Seal

Notice, one thunder, seven messages that's been sealed up
and cannot be revealed until the last day, at this age. See
what | mean? _The Seventh Seal

And, remember, the Third Pull was  the opening of them
Seven Seals, to reveal the hidden Truth that's been sealed
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in the Word. Do you see it?” _The Anointed Ones At The
End Time 07-25-65M

"Return home. For, THUS SAITH THE LORD, the seven
mysteries that's been hid in the Bible all these yea rs, these
denominations and everything, God is going to open those
seven mysteries to us in the Seven Seals.” _What Is The
Attraction On The Mountain? 07-25-65E

But, as proven by this investigative study, these purported
never revealed hidden mysteries were found in books that
Branham read and clearly plagiarized, as shown in Chapter 2.

Comment: Even though William Branham chose only two
messengers that were similar to Russell, we should realize that
assigning and identifying certain men in history as so-called
angels to church ages did not originate with him. As this study has
proven, Branham consistently used other writer’s information and
passed them to his followers as personal revelations from God.

Also, it is contradictory that Branham said: "Trinitarianism is
of the devil!" | say that THUS SAITH THE LORD! ” (Revelation,
Chapter Four #3, 01-08-60); but yet, chose messengers who
believed this d octrine. These men were opposed to his O neness
belief of the Godhead (historically called Modalism). He also
referred to trintarianism as the mark of the beast and viewed it as
three unclean spirits like frogs that came out of the mouths of the
dragon, beast, and false prophet in Revelation 16:13.

A trinity of frogs! A frog is an animal that always looks
backward. He never looks where he's going; he looks where
he's come from. See? Don't you see? Where was
trinitarianism born _at? _The Anointed Ones At The End
Time 07-25-65M

This mark in the head means that they will have to take the
doctrine of the world church system which is trinitarianism,
etc., and the mark in the hand which means to do the will of the
world church. _An Exposition Of The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter Ten - A Resume Of The Ages

By Branham choosing messengers who believed the trinity
doctrine that he ridiculed and damned, he followed the footsteps
of Russell who had done the same. Russell held the belief that
Jehovah was God and that Jesus was a created being, notably
Michael the archangel. On page 252 of “The Finished Mystery,”
Russell refers to Michael as Christ (Messiah). Likewise, Branham
and Uriah Smith (in Daniel & Rev.) believed the same doctrine.

‘At that time shall Michael [the Godlike One—Messiah] stand
up.' (Dan. 12:1) He will as sume authority. He will take
possession of His Kingdom.... Charles Taze Russell

Who, then, is Michael?... The voice of our Lord Jesus Christ
... hence also Michael is the Son of God. Smith Page 162

"And at that time Michael shall stand, the great prince."
Michael was Christ, of course, Who fought the angelic wars
in heaven with the devil. _Beginning And Ending Of The
Gentile Dispensation 01-09-55E William Branham

Russell’s beli ef on the Godhead was based on a historical
teaching called Arianism (the teachings of Arius, the third
messenger chosen by Russell). 119 Russell also believed the Holy
Spirit was not an actual being, but was a term referring to God’s
power. Throughout Russell’s book—*“The Finished Mystery”—he
opposed the trinity doctrine, 12 only to choose messengers who
specifically believed this teaching since the Nicene Council in 325
AD (John Wycliffe, Martin Luther, and possibly Peter Waldo).
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It is interesting to note that Branham and  Russell had many
similar doctrines such as the seven seals, seven church ages and
human messengers, Christ being Michael the archangel, anon -
eternal hell, adoptionism view of the G odhead, views about the
Great Pyramid, and many others teachings discussed later.

Furthermore, as we shall later study, both Charles Russell
and Branham believed they were the seventh angel messenger of
Revelation 3:14 and 10:7 who revealed all the secret mysteries of
God in the last days. They believed Jesus wa s revealing himself
through their ministries and books. So then, Branham was not the
originator of the seventh angel’s concept.

Moreover, as we shall study in the following  chapter,
Branham was not the first to believe the mark of the beast is
associated with accepting what he viewed as false doctrines. Nor
was he the first to believe the three unclean spirits like frogs
pertained to false doctrine s. In “The Finished Mystery,” Russell
believed the mark of t he beast involved accepting false teachings
from the world churches, while the frogs represented false
doctrine, as shown below.

Or the number of his nhame—Consent to the principle of
clergy rule in matters of faith, order and war (murder.) — Rev.
16:2. Page 214

To [receive] GIVE HIM a mark in their right hand or in their
[foreheads] FOREHEAD.—BY contrast with Ex. 13:9; 28:26 -
38; Dent 6:8; Z/07 -265; Rev. 7:3; 14:1; Ezek. 9:4 -6.
"Consecration to the service of the beast is what is signified
here." (Cook.) (Lev. 19: 28.) " All classes of Christians must
bow; all must. In some way, give evidence of their support of
the Image and consecration to its interests and laws. P. 214

"Three unclean spirits like frogs came out of the mouth of the
Dragon, and out of the mouth of the Beast, and out of the
mouth of the False Prophet.' In this passage, the spirit is a
doctrine—an unclean doctrine—a false doctrine. Pages 249-
250

By condemning the doctrine of the t rinity, Russell and
Branham condemned the very men they had chosen as the stars in
Christ’s hand (Rev. 1:16), who were messengers to the seven
church ages. It appears that both Russell and Branham had
contradictory views about this subject.

Conclusion: Branham Did Not Reveal Church Ages

After examining the facts, what more can | say? The
evidences has proven Branham to be a plagiarist. He used
books and commentaries of well know n authors of the past,
and then passe d the information to  followers as revealed
mysteries given to him by God.

As proven, Branham was not the originator of the
seven church ages. Actually, the first person to promote
this concept may have been a Roman Catholic’s Priest
named “Bartholomew Holzhauser.” Wikipedia says he
was both a visionary and writer of prophecies. [*?4

Venerable Bartholomew Holzhauser (August 24, 1613 — May
20, 1658) was a German Priest, a founder of a religious
community, and a visionary and writer of prophecies.

According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, Holzhauser’s
last writings contained ten visions. These visions were
later printed in 1864, accompanied with a commentary
that showed how they were partially fulfilled. 1?2
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The last-mentioned work contains the ten visions of
Holzhauser presented by him to  emperor Fernidad 11l and to
Maxmillian of Bavaria together with the explanations given
to Vairvaux, confessor of Maxmillian... These visions, with a
commentary showing their partial fulfillment, were published
in German in 1864 by Ludwig Clarus.

Like Branham, who saw visions and spoke of seven
major ones in 1933 (which had partial or no fulfillment -
discussed later), Holzhauser saw visions and spoke of ten
major ones that were partly fulfilled. In addition, his
commentary contained writings pertaining to the seven
churches in Asia representing seven church ages. The
Catholic Encyclopedia further says:

Holzhauser's ideais: The seven stars and the seven
candlesticks seen by St. John signify seven periods of the
history of the Church from its foundation to its
consummation at the final judgment. To these periods
correspond the seven churches of Asia Minor, the seven days
of the Mosaic record of creation, the seven ages
before Christ, and the seven gifts of the Holy Ghost. Since, he
says, all life is developed in seven stages, so  God has fixed
seven periods for regeneration.

Again, this encyclopedia says of Holzahauser’s
writings:

The central features of thiscommentary — the strong ruler
and the holy pope,, a favourite subject of medieval prophecy,
as well as the division of church history into seven periods ;
the idea that the Holy Roman Empire is to be the last on

earth....

Both Wikipedia and the Catholic Encyclopedia listed
Holzahauser’s version of the seven church ages.
Wikipedia says: [*?

Interpretatio Apocalypsis usque ad cap. XV, v. 5, 1784,
Bamberg. It includes the seven ages of the Church

e the status seminativus or the first age of the Church,
from Christ and the Ap ostles to Pope Linus and
Emperor Nero,

e the status irrigativus or the second age of the Church,
the days of persecution,

e the status illuminativus or the third age of the Church,
from Pope Sylvester (314-335) to Leo Il (795-816),

e the status pacifitcus or the fourth age of the Church
from Leo Il to Leo X (1513-521),

e the status afflictionis et purgativus or the fifth age of
the Church, from Leo X to a strong ruler or grand
monarch and a holy pope,

e the status consolationis of the sixth age of the Church,
from that holy pope to the birth of Antichrist,

e the status desolationis are the seventh and last age of
the Church, from the Antichrist to the end of the
world.

So then, as proven in this chapter , William Bra nham
was not the first to teach the seven church ages. However,
his use of other writer’s information does not end here. In
the following chapter, we shall present facts showing
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seventeen additional subjects from other biblical writers
that may have influenced Branham’s teachings.

These seventeen teachings are mostly viewed by
Branham’s followers as his exclusive revelations from
God. Branham’s use of copied information will further
disprove his wrongful claims as being the fulfillment of
Malachi 4:5-6, Luke 17:30, Revelation 3:14 and 10:7, and
the shout of Christ’s return in 1 Thessalonians 4:16.

Evening Light of Zechariah 14:6-7 Misinterpreted

Before proceeding, it is important to understand that
Branham often used the prophecy of Zechariah 14:6-7 as
one of the bases for his end time role as a messenger.

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not
be clear, nor dark: but it shall be one day which shall be
known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to
pass, that at evening time it shall be light. Zech. 14:6-7

But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD,
not day, nor night:  but it shall come to pass, that in the
evening time it shall be light. Now | wish to draw from this,
The Evening Messenger. _The Evening Messenger 01-16-63

Considering Zechariah 14:6-7, Branham believed it
spoke of his coming and the evening time message.

Now we're going to speak about evening Lights, just for a
few moments. The Bible predicts that there would come a
time, right at the closing time , that the sun would come out,
and there would be an evening Light. _ Christ Is Revealed In
His Own Word 08-22-65M

So we see the evening Light's here. _ Christ Is Revealed In
His Own Word 08-22-65M

And then when that come, He opened the Seven Seals and
revealed the evening Light, taking all the mysteries that's
been hid down through these church ages, and now revealed
them as He promised to do in Revelations 10:1 to 7. _Christ Is
Revealed In His Own Word 08-22-65M

It's happening right before you , in the Name of the Lord,
and that's by the original Word! The evening-time Message
is here. _Trying To Do God A Service Without It Being
God's Will 11-27-65B

Considering Zechariah 14:1 -5, Branham based his end
time message on a prophecy that does not happen until
after (1) the great trib ulation and the day of the Lord — vs.
1, (2) all the nations of the earth gathers against Israel and
Jerusalem taken captive — vs. 2, and (3) the Lord Jesus
literal return to the earth on the mount of Olive with his
saints to fight the nations of the earth — verses 3-5.

After these events occur, then verses 69 says there
shall be light in the evening time when Jesus  the Sun of
Righteousness (Mal. 4:1 -2) and Light of the world (John
8:12) literally returns to the earth and set up his millennial
kingdom. Then, all nations will come to Jerusalem to
worship him (vs. 16). Thus, Branham entire concept of the
evening light being his end time message is based on
misinterpreted scriptures and falsehood.



Chapter Four

Seventeen Subjects: Did William Branham Plagiarize Several Authors?

he followers of William Branham unquestionably
believe the revelation of the hidden mysteries of the
seven seals is the apex of his prophetic office that
supposedly separated him from every past, present,
and future ministries. However, as proven in the previous
chapters, Branham brought no new insight regarding the
seven seals or the seven church ages to warrant his claims .
What claims? That he revealed these hidden truths sealed
until the last days, which could not be known in time past.

And it only is to be revealed at the last day when this actual
Seal is broken.. _The First Seal 03-18-63

Notice, one thunder, seven messages that's been sealed up and
cannot be revealed until the last day, at this age. See what |
mean? _The Seventh Seal 03-24-63E

And, remember, the Third Pull was the opening of them
Seven Seals, to reveal the hidden Truth that's been sealed in
the Word. Do you see it?” _The Anointed Ones At The End
Time 07-25-65M

And these Seven Seals was not to be opened (Revelations 10)
until the sounding of the last earthly angel on earth,
Revelations 10:7. See? _The Rapture 12-04-65

As studied, Branham admittedly read this purported
hidden information in many books and commentaries . He
consistently used this information during sermons on the
seven seals. But, Branham only mentioned these writers to
his audience when claiming to disagree with their point of
views regarding the seals. He never gave them ¢ redit as
being the source of the interpretations. Rather, Branham
boldly clai med that God revealed the seven seals to him
through seven angels. In Chapter Two, this claim was
proven to be absolutely untrue.

Nonetheless, if some among Branham’s followers were
familiar with the books where he obtained information on
the seven seals , they were conditioned to believe he came
to tie the loose e nds of the mysteries that these writers had
probed. But, as this study have proven, what Branham
called hidden mysteries were not hi dden, and what he
called tying the loose ends was actually taking the
information of other ministers and passing them to his
followers as his personal revelations from angels of God.

But, even if Branham had n ever obtained information
from other writers, the very fact their books already had the
very interpretations of the seals and church ages that he
later preached prevents him from saying he revealed those
mysteries. These alleged mysteries were already made
known to the general public in books before Branham.

To further prove that Branham did not reveal hidden
mysteries of the seals and church ages, but either copied or
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paraphrased books of well known authors before him, we
shall now consider additional biblical subjects he taught
during the seven sermons in Ma rch of 1963 . His followers
deemed these subjects as being part of the hidden mysteries
that were revealed during the opening of the seven seals.

Although Branham may have preached these alleged
revealed mysteries in prior sermons, followers believe the
correct understanding came forth during the opening of the
seven seals. For that reason, s ome of them believe that if
given a choice between the Bible and Branham’s book
“The Revelation Of The Seven Seals,” they are conditioned
to choose his book.

As mentioned, during Branham’s sermons on the seven
seals, he appears to have borrowed multiple subjects from
various chapters of these same books. Why do I say this ?
Because the similarities between these books and his
teachings are too close to ignore. The only subjecs not
found in these books are serpent seed, the oneness of the
Godhead, and water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ.

However, Branham’s exact teaching on the serpent
seed is found in a 9™ or 15™ century book called “Zohar,”
(2241 which is sacred among a Jewish mystic religion called
Kabbalah. It is also found in other early literatures, as we
shall later study. He borrowed the Godhead and water
baptism from the Apostolic Oneness movement that began
in 1914. The subjects studied during this chapter are shown
below. Branham already had knowledge of these subjects
before preaching the seals in 1963.

1. Papal Rome is the beast of Revelation 13

2. United States is the lamb-like beast of Revelation 13

Mystery Babylon the Great is the Roman Catholic and

Protestant denominations

Confederation of churches is the image of the beast

Satan’s trinity is the dragon, beast, and false prophet

Romanism and Catholicism is the mark of the beast

Vicarious Filli Dei is the number of the beast (666) in

Roman Numerals

The seventy weeks of Daniel

9. lsrael is the fig tree

10. Dan and Ephraim are excluded from 144,000 Israelites

11. The serpent seed

12. Water baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ

13. Oneness doctrine of the Godhead

14. Two comings of Elijah

15. The seventh angel of Revelation 3:14 and 10:7 reveals
all the mysteries of God

N o gk
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16. Four beasts of seven seals represent four periods in
church history
17. The pyramid teaching

The quotes of William Branham are taken directly from
his sermons on the seven seals (March 17-24, 1963). The
book called “The Revelation of the Seven Seals” 1?1 is the
unabridged written version of his recorded sermons, which
can be viewed online. 4 Quotes of Clar ence Larkin are
taken from “The Book of Revelation” (1919). %61 Quotes
of Charles Russell are taken from “The Finished Mystery”
(1918). 21 Quotes of Uriah Smith are taken from “Daniel
and the Revelation” (1897). 281 Quotes of Cyrus Scofield
are taken from “Scofield Bible” (1909). 2% Quotes of John
Gill are taken from “John Gill ’s Exposition™ (1746-1766).
(1301 Additional information will be referenced.

The books quoted in this study can be viewed online
(see endnotes for links). Please remember, the original page
numbers are used and not the online page numbers
Although Branham spoke these various subjects during his
sermons on the seven seals, additional quotes taken from
other sermons will include the names and dates.

Papal Rome: The Beast of Revelation 13
VERSE 1: And | stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast
rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon

his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.

William Branham vs. Charles Taze Russell

What William Branham Said: What Charles Russell Said:

" REVELATION 13
THE PAPAL AND
PROTESTANT BEASTS.

Now, we find out in

Revelation 13:1-8... And I
stood upon the sand of the
sea, and saw a beast rise
up... _The Fourth Seal 13:1. And [I] HE stood upon

the sand of the sea... And I
And power was given him | saw a beast. Page 193

over all kindreds, ... tongues,

and nations. It never did | Gave him his power. —
become that way in Rome "Ancient Pagan Rome had
until pagan Rome was | only a mere skeleton of

converted into papal Rome
and the Catholic power
spread the world ; made the
universal Catholic church.
_The Fourth Seal

sacerdotal power as compared
with  the complex and
elaborate  machinery  and
contrivances of doctrine and
practice of Papal Rome, the
triumphant successor to their
scheme, who now, after
centuries of cunning and skill,
has its power so e ntrenched
that even today, when its
power is outwardly broken
and it is shorn of civil
dominion, it rules the world

and controls  kingdoms
secretly, under cover, more
thoroughly than the Roman
emperors ever ruled the Kkings
subordinate to them.".P. 195
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The great Antichrist, Papacy,
symbolically the ‘beast’ of
Rev. 13. Page 204

Editor’s Note: During the fourth seal, Branham identified the
beast of Reve lation 13 as P apal Rome. The fact that Russell
entitled this chapter as “The Papal and Protestant Beasts” tells
us that he believed Papal Rome to be the beast, which pertains
to the popes and Roman Catholic Church control of the empire.
Did Branham bring any new mystery regarding this beast? No.

When Jesus was born, thered | And behold a great red
dragon in heaven stood at the | dragon—The Pagan Roman
woman to devour her child as | Empire, Page183

soon as it was born. Is that
right? Who was it tried to

devour the child when it was

born? [Congregation says,

"Rome."—Ed.] See?
There's the red dragon .
Here's your prince. Here's
your beast. See? There they
are, every one of them, just
the same. See? _First Seal

And the dragon.—Imperial
Rome, represented by
Constantine. Page 195

13:4. And they worshipped the
dragon.—"Dragon means
civil power, Pagan Rome."—
Z."79-12-2. Page 196

Editor’s Note: During the first seal, Branham speaks of the red
dragon being Rome as though it was a great revelation. But, as
you can see, Russell already had this view. There is no mystery
being revealed. The following information includes quotes
taken from other sermons of Branham.

And right in this age is when | And I saw one of his heads. —
the "beast" of Revelation | One of the dragon's heads—
13:3 that was wounded to | Papacy. As it were wounded
death: (the pagan Roman | to death. Page 195

Empire) came back to life
and power as the "Holy
Roman Empire. _An
Exposition Of The Seven
Church Ages —Chapter Five -
The Pergamean Church Age

Andithad a head wounded
unto death, and then live,

pagan Rome to papal Rome.
_The World Is Again Falling

Apart 11-27-63

And the beast which | saw | 13:2. And the beast which |

was like unto a leopard, and | saw was like unto a
his feet... (Oh, if we justhad | leopard,—"The body of the
time now, we'd take the rest | Papal beast was like a

of the night right on them
symbols there and show,
bring it right straight to him
again. Any... Most all of you
know that from other
lessons.)... _The Fourth Seal

Leopard. Page 194

Editor’s Note: Branham boasted that he could expound on the
leopard and other symbols of the beast. Russell had already
attempted to do so in his book (pages 194  -195). If Branham
had done so, would he have used Russell’s interpretation?

Comment: Russell identified the beast of Revelation 13 as being
Papal Rome, which is the union of the Roman Catholic Church
and civil government under the leadership of the historical popes.
When speaking of this subject during  the fourth seal, Branham
brought no new revelation as his followers are made to believe.
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William Branham vs. Uriah Smith

What William Branham Said:

What Uriah Smith Said:

Now, we find out in
Revelation 13:1-8... And |
stood upon the sand of the
sea, and saw a beast rise
up... _The Fourth Seal

And power was given him
over all kindreds,... tongues,
and nations. It never did

become that way in Rome
until pagan __Rome was
converted into papal Rome
and the Catholic power
spread the world; made the
universal Catholic church.
_The Fourth Seal

13
Persecuting Powers

"WVERSE 1. And | stood upon
the sand of the sea, and saw a
beast rise up out of the sea,
Page 558

To this beast the dragon gives
his seat, his power, and great
authority. By what power was
pagan Rome succeeded? We
all know that it was by Papal
Rome. It matters not to our
present purpose when or by
what means this change was
effected; the great fact is
apparent and is acknowledged
by all, that the next great
phase of the Roman empire
after its pagan form was its
papal. Page 561

When Jesus was born, the red
dragon in heaven stood at the
woman to devour her child as
soon as it was born. Is that
right? Who was it tried to
devour the child when it was
born? [Congregation says,
"Rome."—Ed.] See? There's
the red dragon. Here's your
prince. Here's your beast.
See? The First Seal

By the dragon of the
previous chapter, and the
beast first introduced in this,
we have the Roman
power... Page 559

And right in this age is when
the "beast" of Revelation 13:3
that was wounded to death:
(the pagan Roman Empire)
came back to life and power
as the "Holy Roman
Empire. _An Exposition Of
The Seven Church Ages -
Chapter  Five - The
Pergamean Church Age

And ithada head wounded
unto death, and then [ ive,"
pagan Rome to papal Rome.
_The World Is Again Falling
Apart 11-27-63

By the dragon of the previous
chapter, and the beast first
introduced in this, we have
the Roman power as a whole
brought to view in its two
phases, pagan and papal;
hence these two symbols have
each the seven heads and ten
horns. (See on chapter 17:10).
Page 559

The head that was wounded
to death was the papal head.
Page 563

But the deadly wound was
healed when the papacy was
re-established, though with a
diminution of its former
power, by the election of a
new pope, March 14, 1800.
(See Bower's History of the
Popes, pp. 404 -428; Croly on
the  Apocalypse, London

edition, p. 251.) Page 564

Editor’s Note: Similar to Smith

, Branham believed the beast of

Revelation 13 was Papal Rome, even though they differed

about when and how the wound

ed beast was healed,

And the beast which | saw

But it may be said that it takes

was like unto a leopard , and

the leopard beast and two-

his feet... (Oh, if we just had
time now, we'd take the rest
of the night right on them
symbols there and show,
bring it right straight to him
again. Any... Most all of you
know that from other
lessons.)... _The Fourth Seal

horned beast together to
constitute the papacy, and
hence it is to these that the
dragon gives his power, seat,
and great authority. Page 561

The leopard beast alone,
therefore, symbolizes the

Roman empire in its papal
form, the controlling
influence being ecclesiastical.
Page 562

Editor’s Note: In the above quote, Branham boasted he could
expound on the leopard and other symbols of Revelation. Smith
had already attempted to do so. If Branham had done so, would
he have used Smith’s interpretation?

Comment: Smith and Branham identified the beast of Revelation
13 as the popes and Papal Rome. But, Branham believed the beast
was wounded and healed when Pagan Rome converted to Papal
Rome. Commentaries by John Gill , Albert Barnes, and Matthew
Henry said the same (see Rev. 13 in their books listed on page 32,
see also https://biblehub.com/commentaries/revelation/13-3.htm).
Smith believed the beast was healed after being wounded during
the Reformation Age. Nonetheless, when preaching the fourth
seal, Branham brought no new revelation regarding this subject.

United States: The Lamb-like Beast of Revelation 13

VERSE 11: And | beheld another beast coming up out of the
earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.

William Branham vs. Uriah Smith

What William Branham Said:

What Uriah Smith Said:

Now, he gets into a place till

he's going to make a universal
church power, taking religious
power. And do you not
understand, my brothers, that
in—when this nation
appears in the 13th chapter
of Revelation, this little
animal raised up like a lamb
and it's got two horn_s: civil
and ecclesiastical power. But
he done the same thing the
beast did before him. It's

strange, America is number
thirteen and a woman. And

strange it appears even in the
13th chapter of Revelation.
We started out with thirteen
stripes in the flag, thirteen
stars, everything's thirteen,
thirteen.... _The Second Seal

Just like America is number
thirteen: thirteen states it
started with, thirteen stars in
the flag, thirteen colonies,
thirteen stripes; everything's
thirteen, thirteen, and appears
right here in the 13th chapter
of Revelations. That's right.

All the symbols but one are
applied, and all the available
portions of the Eastern
Hemisphere are covered by
the applications. Of all the
symbols  mentioned, one
alone, the two-horned beast
of Revelation 13, is left; and
of all the countries of the
earth respecting which any
reasons exists why they
should be mentioned in
prophecy, one alone, the
United States government,
remains. Page 573

But one conclusion can be

drawn from these arguments,
and that is that the two
horned beast must be located
in the Western Hemisphere,
and that it symbolizes the
United States. Page 573
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She's thirteen and a woman.
_The Sixth Seal

Editor’s Note: During the second and sixth seals, Branham said
the two-horned lamb-like beast was America in prophecy. But,
this teaching is found in  Smith’s book, which he admittedly
read. The following information includes quotes taken from
other sermons of Branham. Notice how he copied Smith.

Did you notice this United
States is number thirteen in
everything it does? You know
it was established the thirteen
colonies? You know the flag
had thirteen stars in it first?
You know everything that the
United States does is in a
number thirteen? Did yo u
know it appears in the Bible
in Revelation 13? Certainly
does. The little beast, the
lamb that come up out of
water, not thickness and
multitudes of people,... not
out of the water, but out of a
land where there's no one.
_Hebrews, Chapter Four 09-
01-57E

Did you notice in Revelation
13? All the other beasts had
come up out of the sea,
waters; Revelation 17:17 said,
"The waters which thou
sawest is thickness and
multitudes of people." All the
other beasts, they come up
out of the water, thickness
and multitudes of people. But
when the United States come
up, "It come up out of the
earth where there was no
people.” And remember,
when it come up, it looked
like a little lamb. _Jezebel
Religion 03-19-61

5. The Manner of Its Rise -
The manner in which the two-
horned beast was seen
coming up shows, equally
with its location, age, and
chronology, that it is a
symbol of the United States .
John says he saw the beast
coming up ‘'out of the
earth." And this expression
must have been designedly
used to point out the contrast

between the rise of this beast

and that of other national
prophetic symbols. The four
beasts of Daniel 7 and the
leopard beast of Revelation 13
all arose out of the sea. New
nations generally arise by

overflowing other nations,
and taking their place. But no

other nation was overturned in
order to make room for the
United States, and the

struggle for its independence
was already fifteen years in
the past when it came into the
field of prophecy. The
prophet saw only peace. Page
573

Editor’s Note: Like Smith, Branham believed the lamb beast
coming out of the earth signified new uninhabited land from
which America arose. Whereas the four beasts (Babylon,
Medes and Persia, Greece, Rom an empires) in Daniel 7 came
out of the sea, which represents multitudes of people.

Just like America is number
thirteen: thirteen states it
started with, thirteen stars in
the flag, thirteen colonies.
_The Sixth Seal

In 1776, they declared
themselves a free and
independent nation. In 1777,
delegates from the thirteen
original States. Page 577

In 1787, the Constitution was
framed, and ratified by the

foregoing thirteen States;
and on the 1st of March,
1789, it went into effect. Then
the American ship of state

was fairly launched, with less
than one million square miles
of territory, and about three
million souls. Thus we are

brought to the year 1798,
when this government is
introduced into prophecy.
Page 577

It had two little horn: civil
and ecclesiastic powers. And
he was a lamb: freedom of

religion. And after while, they
went together and he spoke

like the dragon, and exercised

all the power that Rome did
before him. That's coming to

our nation. You mark it down.
_Hebrews, Chapter Four 09-
01-57E

Now, a lamb has two horns,

and that's civil and
ecclesiastical powers. But
when they've united,

remember, then that lamb
spoke like the dragon did
before him; and the dragon
was Rome. _Jezebel Religion
03-19-61

6. Character of the
Government Symbolized by
the Two-Horned Beast. -
Under this division of the
subject we find still further
evidence that the symbol
represents the United States
government. In describing this
power, John says that it had
"two horns like a lamb." Page
578

In other words, this would be

a government in which the

ecclesiastical ~ should  be
separate from the civil power,
and civil and religious liberty

reign supreme. Page 579

Editor’s Note: Like Smith, Branham believed the two horns of

the Lamb-like beast represented

civil and ecclesiastical powers.

And he... made a image unto
the beast, and the image of
the beast should both speak,
and cause... as many as

would not worship the image

of the beast... The image of

the beast, the 'Protestant
denomination,” not the
Catholic. This is America
He's speaking of here, you

see, 'cause this 13th chapter
is on the American, the beast
that come up out of the...

See, all the other beasts come
up out of water, which means
"thickness and multitudes of
people.” _The Ten Virgins,
And The Hundred And Forty -
Four Thousand Jews 11-11-
61M

8. A Protestant Nation. - The
two-horned  beast  also
symbolizes a government
which is Protestant in
religion, or which, at least, is
a non-Catholic power. It has
been shown that the
preceding beast symbolized
the papacy; and of the two -
horned beast we read that he
causeth the earth and them
which  dwell therein to
worship the first beast. But in
all Catholic countr ies, the
people voluntarily worship
the beast, or obey the dictates
of Catholicism, without being
"caused," or compelled, to do
so by the government. The
fact that the people of this
government do not render this
worship till caused to do so by
the civil power, shows that the
religion they entertain is not
Catholicism. As an almost
inevitable consequence, it
follows that it is
Protestantism! for these are
the only two religions of any
consequence in Christendom.
The United States is a
Protestant Nation, and meets
the requirements of the
prophecy admirably in this
respect. Thus again the
prophecy points directly to
this government. Page 580

Editor’s Note: Like Smith, Branham believed the Lamb-like
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beast is a Protestant nation (America), not Catholic.

And don't the Bible say, in
Revelation 13? This nation is

number thirteen. It's got
thirteen stripes and thirteen

stars in the flag. Thirteen
stripes in the flag. Thirteen,
everything in it is thirteen;

thirteen colonies, thirteen
everything. And it's found in

the 13th  chapter  of
Revelation. And the Bible
said, that, "She come up like a
little lamb,” freedom of

religion; "two little horns,"
civil and ecclesiastical. And
after while, they united, "And
he spoke like the dragon did,

and done everything the
dragon did before him." And

the Bible said, “They made a

image unto the beast,” the
confederation of church,
just what they got in right
now, here in New York

City._The Restoration Of The
Bride Tree 04-22-64

It had two little horn: civil

and ecclesiastic powers . And
he was a lamb: freedom of
religion. And after while, they
went together and he spoke
like the dragon, and exercised
all the power that Rome did
before him. That's coming to
our nation. You mark it
down. You watch to the

Confederation of Churches
and the Catholic unite
together. Watch what takes
place. _Hebrews, Chapter
Four 09-01-57E

Then again other

This great federation, which
now has more than two
million members, can swing
its vote and its influence
solidly against any political or
governmental action to which
it is opposed; and as between
the political parties which are
contending for the mastery in
this country, it easily holds
the balance of power, and can
dictate terms to either; so that
no matter how an election
turns, it is sure to go in favor
of the papacy. Already this
organization has boasted of its
power over Congress. P. 582

And not only does the
federation aim to control
legislation, national and state,
but it is conducting an active
campaign for the suppression
of all anti -Catholic
literature in public libraries,
and even from circulation in
the mails. Page 583

This incident, coming
unexpectedly into the
proceedings of the

conference, clearly revealed
the fact that this great
federation of  churches
stands ready to coerce the
religious minority in matter
of religious teaching and
practice. And this is so not
because of any purpose or
desire on the part of its
members to be intolerant
toward others, but because
intolerance is inherent in the
very nature of the movement
they have inaugurated. To
obtain power was the
primary idea of federation;
and the power thus obtained, -
- the power of numbers, -- is
not exercised to persuade, but
to coerce. Page 593

The avowed purpose of the
federation, officially stated,

was to  express  "the
fellowship and Catholic
unity of the Christian

church." page 593

In answer to the question,
then, whether anything like an
"image" to the papal beast can
be set up in this country, we

have before us a gigantic
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ecclesiastical organization of
Protestants, with power to
bend the government to its
will. Page 594

Comment: Smith wrote in his

book that the Protestant United

States, which is the two horned lamb -like beast of Revelation 13,
will unite with the papal beast through a confederation of
churches to force the mark of the beast upon the citizens of this
country. Now, do you see where Branham got this teaching s? He
brought nothing new about these subjects. More details follows.

Mystery Babylon the Great: Roman
Catholics and Protestant Denominations

REVELATION 17:5. And upon

her forehead was a name written,

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

William Branham vs. Charles

Taze Russell

What William Branham Said:

What Charles Russell Said:

Remember, this prostitute of
Revelation 17, she is a
mystery, Mystery Babylon,
the mother of harlots. And
John admired her, just like
this man... (Look, wait till
we get here and watch him
watching this horse here.)
See, but you noticed he
was... What happened was
this: that he admired her with
great admiration, but the
mystery was that she drank
the blood of the martyrs of
Christ. A beautiful church,
set there decked in purple
and gold, and she had a cup
in her hand of filthiness of
her fornications. What is
"fornication?" Is
"unrighteous living." That's
her doctrine she was giving
out, taking the Word of God
and making it of none effect
by some, "Hail, Marys," and
all this other kind of stuff
and giving it out, and the
kings of the earth committed
fornications with her. Well,

you say, " That's the
Catholic church." _The
First Seal

REVELATION 17
THE PAPACY'S LAST
STAND.

The Judgement of the great
whore—Papacy, the “beast.”
—Rev. 19:2. That sitteth upon
many waters.—The peoples of
the earth.—Jer. 51:13; Rev.
17:15. 17:2. With whom the
kings of the earth have

committed fornication.—"The
kingdoms of Europe today

claim to be Christian

kingdoms, and announce that
their sovereigns reign 'by the
grace of God,' i. e., through
appointment  of  either
Papacy or some of the
Protestant sects."—A268; Rev.
18:3; lIsa. 1:21; Jer. 2:20 -24;
3:6; Ezek. 16:15. And the
Inhabitants of the earth have
been made drunk. — "So great
an institution as made all

nations drunk with her false
doctrine  must be  very
prominent, indeed, to those
who were made so under the
Influence of the stupefying
draft from her cup." —Pastor
Russell. With the wipe of her

fornication.—The mixed
doctrines, part truth and part
error, that originally led to the
union of church and state ,—
the spiritual harlotry. —Jer.
51:7; Rev. 2:20; 17:5; 18:3;
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| 19:2. Page 259

Editor’s Note: During the first seal, Branham speaks of
Mystery Babylon as being the Catholic church. But, as you can
see, Russell alrea dy had this view. There is no mystery being
revealed. The following information includes quotes taken
from other sermons of Branham.

And remember, she was
called ""Mystery, Babylon, "
we know that's the Catholic
church. _Five Definite
Identifications Of The True
Church Of The Living God
09-11-60E

And | saw a woman,—The
Roman Catholic Church .
Page 259

Well, you say, "That's the
Catholic church." But she
was a mother of harlots,
same thing that she was.

There you are. What
happened? When the
reformer died and his

message died out, you —you
organized it. _The First Seal

Read Revelation 17, and the
Bible said that he would burn
her with fire and all of her

children with her. That's
rightt That means every

organizational system will
burn with the whore. Now,
that sounds flat but... And
I—I know you'll hear from
it, and I—I want to hear from
it. And 1—I... That's right
though. The Bible said so, so
that makes it right. Yes, sir.
_The Third Seal

Babylon the Great, the
mother of harlots and
abominations of the earth. —
"Since Papacy, the mother, Is
not a single Individual, but a
great religious system, in
keeping with the symbol we
should expect to see other
religious systems answering to
the illustration of daughters of
similar character. To this
description the various
Protestant organizations fully
correspond. Page 261

...Other Protestants understand
that the Scriptures which refer
to the mother and daughters
refer to the papacy, and these
denominational __daughters,
or systems, which sprang from
her, and have more or less of
her nature, dispo sition and
characteristics. Page 218

Editor’s Note: Branham was not the first to condemn organized
religion as the daughters of Babylon. The Jehovah’s Witnesses,
who follow Russell’s teachings, continues to hold this
viewpoint. Branham brought no new insight regarding this
supposed revealed mystery as the angel of Revelation 10:7.

And we Protestants, as we
find, and as Revelation 17,
that all of them heaped up
together, and that the
Catholic church was "the
mother" of all organizations.
And we see that the
Protestant organization, yet
blindly, blindly, has the same
nature of the Catholic church.
The Bible calls the Catholic
church a "whore,” and
calls the Protestant church
"harlots,” said that the
whore was "the mother of
harlots." _The Indictment 07-
07-63M

Because] THAT thou sufferest
that woman Jezebel.— The
Roman Catholic Church .
Page 40

"Jezebel today has
daughters—systems termed
Protestant -~whlch,
nevertheless, copy largely the
mother's spirit. It is through the
Influence of the daughters that
the antitypical Elijah may
expect future persecutions ,
Instigated by the mother,
accomplished through the
daughters, Page 262

Revelations the 17th chapter
said that the Catholic church
was a whore and the
Protestant churches was

18:4. And | heard another
voice from  heave n—-lie
WATCH TO WEB BIBLE
AND TBACT SOCIETY, the
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prostitutes. But God's people
was the called out of that, of
the whole thing. " Come out
of Babylon." said the last
warning angel's message. "Be
not partakers of her sins.
Come out." Separate yourself
and be diff erent, not from
just a logical standpoint, not
because you think it's right to
do, but pray until that thing's
in your heart. _The Mark Of
The Beast 07-15-56

corporate body which Pastor
Russell personally organized to
conduct the Harvest work
(Rev. 8:3; 14:18). This voice
has been exerted continuously

since 1884. "Our thought Is

that it la the Lord who calls
His people out of Babylon; the
call to be recognized especially
as a Voice from Heaven.

Apparently, the Voice is

Present  Truth."—Z.'14-180.
Saying, Come out of her.—
"This call applies not only to
those in Babylon the Great,
but to those in other
denominations—mother and
daughters. Page 276

Editor’s Note: Russell believed he was sent to call people out

of organized religion. As followers of Russell, the Jehovah

S

Witnesses believe their mission is to call people out of
Babylon, which they identify as Catholic and Protestant
denominations. Branham and his followers are not the only sect
that has this interpretation. In calling people out of Babylon
these two sects try to persuade people to join their groups and

accept their false teachings.

Comment: Need | say anymore? When preaching the seven seals,
Branham brought no new revelation regarding Mystery Babylon.

William Branham vs. Uriah Smith

What William Branham Said:

What Uriah Smith Said:

Remember, this prostitute of
Revelation 17, she is a
mystery, Mystery Babylon,
the mother o f harlots. And
John admired her.

What happened was this: that
he admired her with great
admiration, but the mystery
was that she drank the blood

of the martyrs of Christ. A
beautiful church, set there
decked in purple and gold,

and she had a cup in her hand
of  filthiness of  her
fornications. _The First Seal

17 BABYLON THE
MOTHER
Church and State. - This
prophecy is more definite than
others applicable to the
roman power, in that it
distinguishes between church
and state. We here have the
woman, the church seated
upon a scarlet-colored beast,
the civil power, by which she
is upheld, and which she
controls and guides to her
own ends, as a rider controls
the animal upon which he is
seated. Page 702-703

And remember, she was
called ""Mystery, Babylon, "
we know that's the Catholic
church. _Five Definite
Identifications Of The True
Church Of The Living God
09-11-60E

That this apostate woman, as
presented in this chapter, is a

symbol of the Roman
Catholic Church, is
generally believed by

Protestants. Page 702

Well, you say, " That's the
Catholic church." But she
was a mother of harlots,
same thing that she was.
There you are. What
happened? When the reformer

This woman is explicitly
called Babylon. is Rome,
then, Babylon, to the
exclusion of all other religious
bodies? - No, from the fact
that she is called the mother
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died and his message died out,
you—you organized it. _The
First Seal

And we Protestants, as we

find, and as R evelation 17,
that all of them heaped up

together, and that the Catholic
church was "the mother" of all
organizations. And we see
that the Protestant
organization, yet blindly,
blindly, has the same nature
of the Catholic church. The
Bible calls the Catholic
church a ""'whore," and calls
the Protestant church
"harlots," said that the whore
was "the mother of harlots.”
_The Indictment 07-07-63M.

of harlots, as already noticed,
which shows that there are

other independent religious
organizations that constitute
the apostate daughters, and
belong to the same great

family. Page 703

Revelations the 17th chapter
said that the Catholic church
was a whore and the
Protestant churches was
prostitutes. But God's people
was the called out of that, of
the whole thing. "Come out
of Babylon." said the last
warning angel's message. "Be
not partakers of her sins.
Come out." Separate yourself
and be different, not from just
a logical standpoint, not
because you think it's right to
do, but pray until that thing's
in your heart. _Mark Of The
Beast 07-15-56

Suddenly another voice rings

out from heaven , ""Come out
of her, my people!" The
humble, sincere, devoted
children of God, of whom
there are some still left, and
who sigh and cry over the

abominations done in the
land, heed the voice, wash

their hands of her sins,
separate from her
communion, escape, and are
saved, while Babylon
becomes the victim of the just
judgments of God. There are
stirring times before the
church. Let as be ready for
the crisis. Page 718

The fact that God's people
are called out so as not to be
partakers of her sins , shows
that it is not till a certain time
that people become guilty by
being connected with
Babylon; and this explains
how it can be said of 144,000
(Rev.14:4), many of whom
are the very ones here called
out, that they were not defiled
with women. Page 718

Editor’s Note: Smith believed the Roman Catholic Church was
Mystery Babylon and organized religion to be her daughters.

Comment: As shown, w hen teaching the seven seals, Branham
brought no revelation regarding the identity of Mystery Babylon,
but most likely got his interpretation from reading books of
various writers such as Russell and Smith. Also, like Russell and
Smith, he condemned all Protestant churches and accused them as
being the daughters of Babylon. This included churches that
preached the true biblical gospel of Jesus Christ and taught sound
scriptural doctrines. Who gave these men the right to condemn
true Bible believing Christians (Rom. 8:33-34)?

As we shall later study, Russell, Smith, and Bra nham had the
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same deceived mentality to believe their groups were the only
ones right and every other church was wrong. They believed
people had to accept their teachings to escape Babylon the Great
and be God’s elect. What arrogance! What a deception!

But, after examining Ru ssell’s and Smith’s teachings about
the book of Revelation, history has clearly proven many of their
interpretations to be incorrect. Likewise, history is doing the same
to Branham as many of his visions, experiences, prophecies, and
teachings are being proven wrong (discussed later).

For example, facts were presented in the first chapter proving
Branham failed to accept the truth that he was not present when
the cloud shown in Life Magazine appeared on February 28,
1963. Even when Bra